
Spiritan Horizons Spiritan Horizons 

Volume 17 Issue 17 Article 19 

Fall 2021 

Evangelization and Development Evangelization and Development 

Kuha Indyer C.S.Sp. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons 

 Part of the Catholic Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Indyer, K. (2021). Evangelization and Development. Spiritan Horizons, 17 (17). Retrieved from 
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/19 

This Lived Experience is brought to you for free and open access by the Spiritan Horizons (English, French, and 
Portuguese) at Duquesne Scholarship Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spiritan Horizons by an 
authorized editor of Duquesne Scholarship Collection. 

https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/19
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1294?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/19?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


H o r i z o n s
 

1 8 4 1 85

atte nti o n of t he priest. Pi o us reli gi o us s o cieties a n d c o nfr ater ni -
ties g at here d re g ul arl y at t he c h urc h pre mis es f or o ne f u ncti o n 
or t he ot her, a n d t he priest w as al w a ys visi ble as t he i m m a c ul ate 
c ass o c k disti n g uis he d hi m fr o m all ar o u n d hi m. As a c hil d, s uc h 
a life attr a cte d me a n d I ne ver t h o u g ht of b ei n g a te a c her.  I 
t h o u g ht t h at t he r ole of a priest w as o nl y t o s a y M ass i n a p aris h 
c h urc h a n d a d mi nister t he s a cr a me nts.  

M y  a versi o n  f or  t he  e d uc ati o n  a p ost ol ate  hei g hte ne d  
w he n as a s e mi n ari a n, c o nfreres w h o were s er vi n g t he c o n gre g a -
ti o n i n f or m ati o n h o us es were al w a ys c o m pl ai ni n g of t he s a cri fi c-
es i n v ol ve d. At t he s a me ti me, t he p aris h priest h a d all his ne e ds 
a n d w a nts met b y t he p e o ple he s er ve d.  The priest-f or m at or w as 
m ost ofte n u n a ble t o me et his b asic ne e ds a n d w as al m ost li k e a 
b e g g ar – s u p pl yi n g i n p aris hes t o g et sti p e n ds t o hel p e n ds me et.   

M y  a p pre ci ati o n  f or  t he  e d uc ati o n  a p ost ol ate  st arte d  
d uri n g m y prefe cti n g e x p erie nc e i n The G a m bi a i n 1 9 9 4. W hile 
t here, I resi de d at St. Peter’s Paris h, L a mi n, w here Fr. R e gi n al d 
Gill o ol y, C S S p, a n Iris h S pirit a n, w as p ast or, a n d I t a u g ht at 
St. Theres e’s Mi d dle S c h o ol, K a ni fi n g. The st u de nts were dr a w n 
t o me j ust as I w as dr a w n t o t he m. We or g a niz e d e d uc ati o n al, 
s o ci al, a n d s pirit u al pr o gr a ms, s o me of w hic h a p p e are d b ot h i n 
pri nt a n d o n t he br o a d c ast me di a. Thes e pr o gr a ms m a de a de e p 
i m p a ct o n t he li ves of t he st u de nts.  The y a p pre ci ate d m y te a c h-
i n g a n d after m y p ast or al ye ar, as t he y es c orte d me t o t he air p ort 
o n m y w a y b a c k t o Ni g eri a t o c o nti n ue wit h m y s e mi n ar y tr ai n -
i n g, we were s he d di n g te ars. Th at c o nt a ct a n d p ositi ve i m p a ct o n 
t he y o ut h g a ve me a t aste f or t he y o ut h a p ost ol ate. 

After m y s e mi n ar y st u dies, I, al o n g wit h ele ve n o ut of 
t we nt y-f o ur de a c o ns me a nt f or or di n ati o n t h at ye ar, were p ut 
o n pr o b ati o n. W hile t he ele ve n were or d ai ne d i n D e c e m b er of 
1 9 9 9, I w as or d ai ne d i n J ul y t he f oll o wi n g ye ar. Me a n w hile, I 
di d m y pr o b ati o n at O ur L a d y, Q ue e n of Afric a Paris h, B ol -
g at a n g a i n t he Na vr o n n g o- B ol g at a n g a Di o c es e of G h a n a. The 
pr o b ati o n ye ar g a ve me a n ot her o p p ort u nit y t o w or k wit h t he 
y o ut h as a y o ut h c h a pl ai n. I n G h a n a, I re plic ate d t he y o ut h pr o -
gr a ms I st arte d i n The G a m bi a t a ki n g c o g niz a nc e of t heir s piri -
t u al, e d uc ati o n al, a n d s o ci al ne e ds. The pr o gr a ms m a de a gre at 
i m p a ct o n t he y o ut h. The t he n bis h o p of t he Di o c es e, M ost R e v. 
L uc as A b a d a ml o or a, of bless e d me m or y, i n a p pre ci ati o n f or m y 
de dic ati o n a n d c o m mit me nt, a p p e ale d t o m y reli gi o us s u p eri or 
f or m y ret ur n t o t he di o c es e f oll o wi n g or di n ati o n. S o it w as t h at 

E v a n g e l i z a t i o n  
a n d D e v e l o p m e n t

I N T R O D U C TI O N
The C at h olic C h urc h h as b e e n i nstr u me nt al i n t he e d u -

c ati o n of t he Ni g eri a n citiz e nr y. M a n y of t he citiz e ns n o w o c -
c u p yi n g t o p p ositi o ns i n t he c o u ntr y re c ei ve d t heir e d uc ati o n i n 
C at h olic s c h o ols. The e d uc ati o n a p ost ol ate is p art of t he di vi ne 
m a n d ate, “ G o t heref ore a n d te a c h all n ati o ns! ” ( M att he w 2 8: 1 9).

The e d uc ati o n a p ost ol ate, as a n e v a n g eliz ati o n str ate g y, is 
t he b e dr o c k f or a n y de vel o p me nt. O k e, i n A b o y a de a n d A b u mere, 
q u otes t he de fi niti o n of e d uc ati o n gi ve n b y t he Dire ct or- G e ner al 
of U N E S C O. “ E d uc ati o n is n ot o nl y i nstilli n g k n o wle d g e, b ut 
a w a k e ni n g t he e n or m o us cre ati ve p ote nti al t h at lies wit hi n e a c h 
of us, e n a bli n g all of us t o de vel o p t o o ur f ullest p ote nti al, a n d 
b etter c o ntri b ute t o t he s o cieties i n w hic h we li ve.” 1  Iris h S pirit a n, 
Fr. To n y B yr ne, pres e nts t he de fi niti o n of D e vel o p me nt b y P o p e 
Pa ul VI as “ The pr o m oti o n of t he g o o d of p e o ple, e ver y p ers o n 
a n d t he w h ole p ers o n.” 2  

We c a n de fi ne e v a n g eliz ati o n as m a ki n g t he g o o d ne ws of 
Jes us C hrist k n o w n. I n ot her w or ds, it is t he pr o cl a m ati o n of t he 
g o o d ne ws as c o m m a n de d b y C hrist w h o s ai d, “ G o, t he n, t o all 
p e o ples e ver y w here, a n d m a k e t he m m y dis ci ples: b a ptiz e t he m 
i n t he n a me of t he Fat her, t he S o n, a n d t he H ol y S pirit, a n d te a c h 
t he m t o o b e y e ver yt hi n g I h a ve c o m m a n de d y o u. A n d I will b e 
wit h y o u al w a ys, t o t he e n d of t he a g e ” ( M att he w 2 8: 1 9- 2 0).  

I n t his article, I i nte n d t o gi ve a n a c c o u nt of h o w m y p as-
si o n f or t he y o ut h a p ost ol ate b e g a n a n d t he n e x pl ai n t he t he oreti-
c al fr a me w or k t h at pr o vi des me wit h t he ne e de d e ner g y f or t his 
c h alle n gi n g a p ost ol ate. 

M Y V O C A TI O N S T O R Y 
M y v o c ati o n st or y b e g a n w he n I w as a c hil d. M y f at her 

t o o k me o n his s h o ul ders t o w at c h a reli gi o us fil m i n a C at h olic 
pri m ar y s c h o ol. O n s e ei n g t he priest, a H ol y G h ost Fat her wit h 
a ci nct ure tie d r o u n d his w aist, I t ol d m y f at her “I w o ul d li k e t o 
b e li k e t h at m a n.” The desire I h a d, a n d t he pr a yer I s ai d, wit h -
o ut k n o wi n g w h at t he priest h o o d w as all a b o ut, pr o m pte d me t o 
st art pri m ar y s c h o ol at a ver y y o u n g a g e. I niti all y, p ast or al life 
i n a p aris h attr a cte d me: t he l a y p e o ple were al w a ys s e e ki n g t he 
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gi o us s u p eri or, I t o o k u p t he c h alle n g e. I h a d e arlier o n o bt ai ne d 
p er missi o n t o st art a pr oje ct c alle d, “ S pirit a ns i n I nte gr al D e vel -
o p me nt ” ( SII D) wit h t he m ott o C alle d t o B uil d a B etter W orl d. I 
felt t h at a b etter w orl d ne e de d e d uc ate d citiz e ns. Th us, t he e d uc a-
ti o n a p ost ol ate re c ei ve d pr o mi ne nc e i n t he str ate gic pl a n of SII D.  

A m aj or o bst a cle t h at c o nfr o nte d t his pr oje ct w as fi n a nc e. 
I h a d n o m o ne y i n t he p o c k et f or t he pr oje ct. G o d s u p p orte d me 
ri g ht fr o m t he st art wit h t he s e arc h f or a pie c e of l a n d i n t he are a 
t o b uil d t he s c h o ol. All t he l o c al l a n d o w ners de m a n de d m o ne y 
t h at I di d n ot h a ve. 

F ort u n atel y, a me m b er of a pr otest a nt c h urc h pr o vi de d 
t he pie c e of l a n d, as he di d n ot w a nt s uc h a n o p p ort u nit y t o p ass 
t he c o m m u nit y b y f or l a c k of a site. After t a ki n g p oss essi o n of t he 
site, t he ne xt c h alle n g e w as t o fi n d t he res o urc es f or c o nstr ucti o n 
w or k t o c o m me nc e. Wit h o ut a f u n d-r aisi n g b as e, I p ut t hi n gs i n 
t he h a n ds i n G o d.  G o d c a me t o m y hel p. W hile i n t he U K f or 
a h oli d a y t h at ye ar, m y h ost f a mil y t o o k me t o a c o n ve nt t o c el -
e br ate M ass. F oll o wi n g t he M ass, t he sisters as k e d me t o tell t he m 
s o met hi n g a b o ut w h at I w as d oi n g i n Ni g eri a. After n arr ati n g 
a b o ut t he s c h o ol pr oje ct, o ne of t he sisters t ol d me t h at if it w as 
G o d’s will f or me t o c arr y o ut t he pr oje ct, he w o ul d pr o vi de t he 
ne e de d me a ns.  

W hile still i n t he U K, I g ot a b o o klet o n Bless e d D a niel 
Br ottier writte n b y G er arl d Fit z g er al d, C. S. S p. e ntitle d, Blesse d 
D a niel Br ottier, C. S. S p., Frie n d of t he Yo ut h . The b o o klet n arr ate d 
h o w Bless e d D a niel Br ottier de p e n de d o n G o d’s pr o vi de nc e t o 
fi n a nc e his pr oje ct wit h t he c hil dre n of A ute uil. Fit z g er al d tells 
us a b o ut w h at Br ottier a c c o m plis he d wit hi n t he ye ars he w or k e d 
wit h t he c hil dre n.

O ver t he 1 3 ye ars of his a d mi nistr ati o n (at A ute uil), he b uilt 
per m a ne nt acc o m m o d ati o n f or his c hil dre n, well-e q ui p pe d 
w or ks h o ps,  di ni ng  a n d  recre ati o n  r o o ms.  He  o pe ne d  ne w  
h o uses t hr o ug h Fr a nce. He set u p a n Ass oci ati o n of t he “ Or -
p h a ns of Fr a nce” w h ose me m bers of t he f ar mi ng c o m m u nity 
t o o k i nt o t heir h o mes h u n dre ds of or p h a ns a n d t a ug ht t he m 
f ar mi ng s kills i n t he h a p py f a mily at m os p here of a C hristi a n 
h o me. He als o est a blis he d 1 0 ot her h o uses t hr o ug h o ut t he 
c o u ntry as a n ne xes t o A ute uil. The Little Fl o wer c o nti n ue d 
t o be his Tre as urer! I n all his ye ars at A ute uil e ac h d ay – he 
recei ve d a 1 0 0 0- fr a nc n ote i n his m ail or i n t he c h urc h- b o x 

after m y or di n ati o n o n J ul y 1 5, 2 0 0 0, I re p orte d t o t he S pirit a ns 
i n G h a n a. A m o n g ot her t as ks, I w as a p p oi nte d e dit or of t he 
Di o c es a n p u blic ati o n, The Di o c es a n Li n k, i n w hic h I pr o m ote d 
t he y o ut h a p ost ol ate. At t his ti me m ore t h a n e ver, I w as re all y 
e n g a g e d i n t heir j o ys a n d s orr o ws. O ne of t he c h alle n g es f a ci n g 
y o ut h w hic h str uc k me m ost, w as t he l a c k of o p p ort u nit y t o at -
te n d s c h o ol as t heir p are nts or g u ar di a ns di d n ot h a ve t he f u n ds. 
The c h alle n g e m a de me t o st art a “ Ne e d y C hil d E d uc ati o n al 
F u n d ” t h at c o ul d assist s u c h c hil dre n. I als o st arte d a y o ut h c e n -
ter t o pr o vi de e m pl o y a ble s kills f or t he m. Y o ut h w or k b e c a me 
m y p assi o n, a n d I w as f ull y c o m mitte d t o it.  

After t hre e ye ars i n G h a n a, I w as tr a nsferre d t o Ni g eri a. 
I nteresti n gl y, fifte e n ye ars l ater, i n 2 0 1 9, I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y 
t o ret ur n t o G h a n a f or t he we d di n g of o ne of t he y o ut h me m-
b ers I i ns pire d w hile w or ki n g t here. D uri n g t h at visit, I tr a velle d 
t o B ol g at a n g a a n d t he p aris h t h at g a ve me a s o u n d f o u n d ati o n 
i n t he e d uc ati o n a p ost ol ate. There I f o u n d t h at t he y o ut h c e nter 
I h a d b uilt w hile w or ki n g at t he p aris h w as t ur ne d i nt o a s e c -
o n d ar y s c h o ol wit h a cl assr o o m bl o c k n a me d after me. I w as 
o verj o ye d. I n a n i nter a cti o n wit h t he st u de nts, I as k e d w h y a 
cl assr o o m bl o c k s h o ul d b e n a me d after me, a f orei g ner. O ne 
y o u n g b o y r ais e d his h a n d a n d s ai d, “It is b e c a us e y o u i m p a ct -
e d t he y o ut h p ositi vel y w hile y o u w or k e d here.” This p ositi ve 
c o m pli me nt s p urre d me o n t o c o m mit m ys elf e ve n m ore t o t he 
y o ut h a p ost ol ate, es p e ci all y i n t he e d uc ati o n s e ct or. 

H O L Y S PI RI T P A RI S H, S A N K E R A 
O n m y ret ur n t o Ni g eri a i n 2 0 0 4, I t o o k u p resi de nc e 

at H ol y S pirit Paris h, S a n k er a. The p aris hi o ners as k e d t he S piri -
t a ns t o st art a s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol f or t he m. The y h a d n o q u alit y 
s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol i n t he are a wit h t he res ult t h at m a n y o p p ort u-
nities were p assi n g b y t heir c hil dre n. O ne s uc h p ossi bilit y w as 
t he i n a bilit y of a n y of t he y o ut h of t he p aris h t o a p pl y t o t he 
m aj or s e mi n ar y f or priestl y tr ai ni n g i n t he C at h olic C h urc h. 
The p aris hi o ners k ne w S pirit a ns were g o o d at r u n ni n g s c h o ols. 
The y k ne w t his fr o m t he e x p atri ate S pirit a ns w h o h a d b uilt a n d 
a d mi nistere d s c h o ols i n B e n ue st ate – Mt. St. Mic h a el’s S e c o n d -
ar y S c h o ol, Ali a de; St. G a briel’s S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol, M a k ur di, 
a n d St. A n dre w’s S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol, A di k p o – wit h e xc elle nt 
re p ut ati o ns f or pr o vi di n g a q u alit y e d uc ati o n. 

After pr a yerf ul re fle cti o n a n d c o ns ult ati o n wit h m y reli -
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gi o us s u p eri or, I t o o k u p t he c h alle n g e. I h a d e arlier o n o bt ai ne d 
p er missi o n t o st art a pr oje ct c alle d, “ S pirit a ns i n I nte gr al D e vel -
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c o u ntry as a n ne xes t o A ute uil. The Little Fl o wer c o nti n ue d 
t o be his Tre as urer! I n all his ye ars at A ute uil e ac h d ay – he 
recei ve d a 1 0 0 0- fr a nc n ote i n his m ail or i n t he c h urc h- b o x 
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F u n d ” t h at c o ul d assist s u c h c hil dre n. I als o st arte d a y o ut h c e n -
ter t o pr o vi de e m pl o y a ble s kills f or t he m. Y o ut h w or k b e c a me 
m y p assi o n, a n d I w as f ull y c o m mitte d t o it.  

After t hre e ye ars i n G h a n a, I w as tr a nsferre d t o Ni g eri a. 
I nteresti n gl y, fifte e n ye ars l ater, i n 2 0 1 9, I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y 
t o ret ur n t o G h a n a f or t he we d di n g of o ne of t he y o ut h me m-
b ers I i ns pire d w hile w or ki n g t here. D uri n g t h at visit, I tr a velle d 
t o B ol g at a n g a a n d t he p aris h t h at g a ve me a s o u n d f o u n d ati o n 
i n t he e d u c ati o n a p ost ol ate. There I f o u n d t h at t he y o ut h c e nter 
I h a d b uilt w hile w or ki n g at t he p aris h w as t ur ne d i nt o a s e c -
o n d ar y s c h o ol wit h a cl assr o o m bl o c k n a me d after me. I w as 
o verj o ye d. I n a n i nter a cti o n wit h t he st u de nts, I as k e d w h y a 
cl assr o o m bl o c k s h o ul d b e n a me d after me, a f orei g ner. O ne 
y o u n g b o y r ais e d his h a n d a n d s ai d, “It is b e c a us e y o u i m p a ct -
e d t he y o ut h p ositi vel y w hile y o u w or k e d here.” This p ositi ve 
c o m pli me nt s p urre d me o n t o c o m mit m ys elf e ve n m ore t o t he 
y o ut h a p ost ol ate, es p e ci all y i n t he e d uc ati o n s e ct or. 
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at H ol y S pirit Paris h, S a n k er a. The p aris hi o ners as k e d t he S piri -
t a ns t o st art a s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol f or t he m. The y h a d n o q u alit y 
s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol i n t he are a wit h t he res ult t h at m a n y o p p ort u-
nities were p assi n g b y t heir c hil dre n. O ne s uc h p ossi bilit y w as 
t he i n a bilit y of a n y of t he y o ut h of t he p aris h t o a p pl y t o t he 
m aj or s e mi n ar y f or priestl y tr ai ni n g i n t he C at h olic C h urc h. 
The p aris hi o ners k ne w S pirit a ns were g o o d at r u n ni n g s c h o ols. 
The y k ne w t his fr o m t he e x p atri ate S pirit a ns w h o h a d b uilt a n d 
a d mi nistere d s c h o ols i n B e n ue st ate – Mt. St. Mic h a el’s S e c o n d -
ar y S c h o ol, Ali a de; St. G a briel’s S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol, M a k ur di, 
a n d St. A n dre w’s S e c o n d ar y S c h o ol, A di k p o – wit h e xc elle nt 
re p ut ati o ns f or pr o vi di n g a q u alit y e d uc ati o n. 
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t he s pirit u al di me nsi o n of o ur li ves re c ei ves a de q u ate atte nti o n at 
H ol y G h ost C olle g e, S a n k er a. We h a ve c o m m u n al a n d p ers o n al 
pr a yer c o nsisti n g of d ail y a n d S u n d a y M ass es, b e ne dicti o n, t he 
d ail y re cit ati o n of t he r os ar y, a n d re g ul ar s pirit u al retre ats. 

To b e i m p a ctf ul, we ne e d k n o wle d g e, as t he Pr o p het 
H os e a s ai d, “ M y p e o ple p eris h f or l a c k of k n o wle d g e ” ( H os e a 
4: 1). A p art fr o m cl ass w or k, we pr o vi de t he c hil dre n wit h m a n y 
o p p ort u nities t o le ar n. F or i nst a nc e, we h a ve a R e a ders’ Cl u b 
me eti n g o n a we e kl y b asis. Atte n d a nc e a n d p artici p ati o n at t he 
cl u b is a m ust f or all t he st u de nts of t he c olle g e a n d d uri n g t he 
me eti n g si x p a p ers are pres e nte d – o ne fr o m e a c h cl ass. The p a -
p er pres e nter as ks t he a u die nc e fi ve q uesti o ns a n d t he a u die nc e 
als o as ks t he pres e nter fi ve q uesti o ns. Me m b ers of t he Press Cl u b 
br o a d c ast ne ws at t he s c h o ol ass e m bl y t wic e a we e k – t his is t o 
hel p t he m de vel o p a n e n q uiri n g mi n d a n d a n a bilit y t o c o m m u -
nic ate. I n a d diti o n t o t he Press Cl u b, me di a e d uc ati o n te a c hes 
t he st u de nts h o w t o b e dis c er ni n g c o ns u mers as well as pr o d uc-
ers of t he me di a. We or g a niz e retre ats p eri o dic all y d uri n g w hic h 
we al w a ys re mi n d t he st u de nts of t he re as o n f or g oi n g t o s c h o ol.  

We h ost “ H ar d Tal k ” s essi o ns e a c h ter m, j ust b ef ore t he 
st u de nts g o o n h oli d a y. D uri n g t hes e s essi o ns, we e v al u ate o ur 
st a y t o g et her t o e nc o ur a g e o urs el ves a n d m a k e a me n ds w here 
we h a d g o ne wr o n g i n t he c o urs e of t he ter m. The k n o wle d g e 
g ai ne d is t o e n a ble us t o s er ve j ust as C hrist s er ve d. He c a me 
i nt o t he w orl d n ot t o b e s er ve d b ut t o s er ve a n d t o gi ve his life as 
a r a ns o m f or m a n y ( M att he w 2 0: 2 8). Li vi n g a n d a cti n g as o ne 
c o m m u nit y, t he S pirit a n c o nfreres o n t he c o m p o u n d j oi n wit h 
t he st u de nts t o d o m a n u al l a b or, es p e ci all y w he n a ne w b uil d-
i n g pr oje ct is t o b e u n dert a k e n. We cle ar c o nstr ucti o n sites, di g 
f o u n d ati o ns, fet c h w ater, et c. al o n g wit h t he st u de nts. 

T H E C H A L L E N G E S 
The  w or k  of  e v a n g eliz ati o n  i n  a  r ur al  are a  f a c es  m a n y  

c h alle n g es.  Fi n a nc es are ver y di ffi c ult t o c o me b y as p e o ple d o 
n ot n or m all y s u p p ort pr oje cts i n r ur al are as, a n d t he priests li ve 
fr u g al li ves i n or der t o s er ve t he y o ut h. B e c a us e of t he p o vert y 
i n t he s o ciet y, t he p a y me nt of s c h o ol fe es is ofte n a pr o ble m. I n 
li ne wit h t he c h aris m of o ur f o u n ders, we tr y t o s u p p ort t h os e 
wit h fi n a nci al c h alle n g es. F or i nst a nc e, a c hil d w h o b e gi ns t heir 
e d uc ati o n at H ol y G h ost C olle g e a n d l os es t heir s o urc e of s u p p ort 
re c ei ves a s c h ol ars hi p t o st a y a n d c o m plete t heir s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol 

or by t he h a n d of a n a n o ny m o us d o n or. It w as a n o ng o -
i ng mir ac ul o us a p pr o v al of his a p ost olic c h arity. These 
gifts h a ve ne ver ce ase d t o m ulti ply at A ute uil o ver t he 
ye ars. B ut m ore i m p ort a nt still are t he mir acles of gr ace 
a n d p hysic al c ures o bt ai ne d t hr o ug h pr ayer i n t he c h a pel. 

I f o u n d m ys elf i n a si mil ar sit u ati o n as t h at of Bless e d 
D a niel  Br ottier,  a n d  I  i nst a ntl y  a d o pte d  hi m  as  o ne  of  m y  
p atr o n s ai nts a n d c o m p os e d a pr a yer t o t h at e ff e ct.  E ver y d a y 
I as k f or his hel p. I n a me d t he m a k e s hift a p art me nt I b uilt at 
t he s c h o ol wit h l o c al bric ks i n 2 0 0 5 i n his h o n or. 

I n m y f u n d r aisi n g e ff orts, I ple a de d wit h frie n ds t o 
d o n ate a b a g of c e me nt, n ails, or a n y b uil di n g m ateri al us ef ul 
f or t he w or k. I re m o ve d tre es o n t he pre mis es of t he s c h o ol. 
B e c a us e I w as d oi n g t hi n gs s u c h as t he re m o v al of tre es, a n d I 
h a d n o s o urc e of i nc o me, s o me c o nfreres t h o u g ht I h a d g o ne 
m a d a n d as k e d t he reli gi o us s u p eri or t o t a k e me o ut of t he 
e n vir o n me nt. I n a j o vi al w a y, I w o ul d al w a ys tell t h os e w h o 
s ai d I w as m a d f or st arti n g a pr oje ct wit h o ut m o ne y i n t he 
p o c k et t h at “ o nl y m a d p e o ple c a n c h a n g e t he w orl d.” At a 
c ere m o n y t o i ntr o d uc e t he s c h o ol t o t he h ost c o m m u nit y, a 
me m b er of t he c o m m u nit y w as s h o c k e d t o fi n d o ut t h at I w as 
t he priest b e hi n d t he c o nstr ucti o n of t he s c h o ol pr oje ct. He 
s ai d he t h o u g ht I w as a l a b orer as he s a w me d oi n g m a n u al 
w or k at t he site.   

After t he c o m pleti o n of t he w alls f or t he cl assr o o m 
bl o c k, I di d n ot h a ve t he sli g htest i de a of w here I w o ul d g et 
m o ne y f or t he r o of. A g ai n, di vi ne pr o vi de nc e i nter ve ne d. A 
c olle a g ue I met i n B a n g k o k, Th ail a n d d uri n g a w orl d c o n gress 
of C at h olic J o ur n alists i n O ct o b er 2 0 0 4 i ntr o d uc e d me t o a 
G er m a n f o u n d ati o n t h at pr o vi de d t he m o ne y ne e de d f or t he 
r o o fi n g of t he cl assr o o m bl o c k. The s c h o ol o p e ne d o n S e p -
te m b er 1 8, 2 0 0 6, wit h 3 0 pi o ne er st u de nts, fr o m w hic h 2 5 
gr a d u ate d i n 2 0 1 2. 

I c h os e t he m ott o, “ Fait h, K n o wle d g e a n d S er vic e ” 
f or t he s c h o ol, t o i ns pire st u de nts w h o p ass t hr o u g h t he i nsti-
t uti o n t o m a k e t heir c o ntri b uti o n t o t he de vel o p me nt of s o ci-
et y. O ur f ait h tells us t h at G o d h as cre ate d us i n his o w n i m -
a g e a n d li k e ness a n d h as m a n d ate d us t o c o n q uer t he w orl d 
a n d r ule it. If we are t o a c hie ve t he p ur p os e f or w hic h G o d 
h as cre ate d us, t he n we ne e d t o pr a y. It is t hr o u g h pr a yer t h at 

I i nst a ntly a d o pte d 
hi m as o ne  
of my p atr o n s ai nts 
a n d c o m p ose d  
a pr ayer  
t o t h at e ffect.

A p art fr o m  
cl ass w or k,  
we pr o vi de  
t he c hil dre n  
wit h m a ny  
o p p ort u nities 
t o le ar n.

K u h a I n d y er, C. S. S p.

Bec a use of  
t he p o verty  
i n t he s ociety,  
t he p ay me nt  
of sc h o ol fees is 
ofte n a pr o ble m.



H o r i z o n s
 

1 8 8 1 8 9
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nic ate. I n a d diti o n t o t he Press Cl u b, me di a e d u c ati o n te a c hes 
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we h a d g o ne wr o n g i n t he c o urs e of t he ter m. The k n o wle d g e 
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re c ei ves a s c h ol ars hi p t o st a y a n d c o m plete t heir s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol 
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D a niel  Br ottier,  a n d  I  i nst a ntl y  a d o pte d  hi m  as  o ne  of  m y  
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W H A T P U S H E S M E T O D O W H A T I D O? 
D e vel o p me nt w or k is n ot a n e as y t as k at a n y ti me, as re -

s o urc es are al w a ys s c arc e.  The p e o ple w h o are t he b e ne fi ci aries 
d o n ot h a ve t he fi n a nci al me a ns t o s u p p ort t he w or k. It f alls t o 
t he de vel o p me nt w or k er t o s e e k o ut t he ne c ess ar y res o urc es. This 
is n ot a n e as y t as k!  S o o ne ne e ds a n a nc h or or s o me pri nci ples t o 
s ust ai n hi m i n t his c h alle n gi n g w or k. M y C hristi a n f ait h a n d t he 
c h aris ms of m y f o u n ders are t he m oti v ati o n al t o nics t h at k e e p me 
g oi n g. The missi o n ar y m a n d ate of C hrist, a d o pte d b y t he S pirit a n 
C o n gre g ati o n, is m y pri nci p al s o urc e of stre n gt h.  

The S pirit of t he L or d is o n me, f or he h as a n oi nte d me, 
t o bri ng t he g o o d ne ws t o t he a fflicte d. He h as se nt me t o 
pr ocl ai m li berty t o c a pti ves, sig ht t o t he bli n d, t o let t he o p -
presse d g o free, t o pr ocl ai m a ye ar of f a v or fr o m t he L or d 
( L u ke 4: 1 8- 1 9).3  

The S e c o n d Vatic a n C o u ncil c alle d o n missi o n aries t o w or k 
t o w ar ds r aisi n g h u m a n di g nit y a n d pr o m oti n g h u m a n de vel o p-
me nt. 

C hristi a ns o ug ht t o i nterest t he msel ves, a n d c oll a b or ate wit h 
ot hers, i n t he rig ht or deri ng of s oci al a n d ec o n o mic a ff airs. 
They s h o ul d a p ply t he msel ves wit h s peci al c are t o t he e d u -
c ati o n of c hil dre n a n d y o u ng pe o ple t hr o ug h v ari o us ty pes 
of sc h o ols, a n d t hese are n ot t o be c o nsi dere d s olely as a n 
o utst a n di ng me a ns f or f or mi ng a n d de vel o pi ng a C hristi a n 
y o ut h, b ut as a ser vice of gre at v al ue t o me n, es peci ally i n t he 
de vel o pi ng c o u ntries, o ne t h at is or dere d t o r aisi ng h u m a n 
dig nity a n d pr o m oti ng m ore h u m a n c o n diti o ns. 4  

J ustic e a n d p e a c e are a pre-re q uisite c o n diti o n f or de vel -
o p me nt i n t he w orl d. Wit h o ut p e a c e, it is di ffi c ult f o r de vel o p -
me nt t o t a k e pl a c e.

W or ki n g f or j usti c e a n d p e a c e, e v e n i n c h all e n gi n g cir-
c u mst a n c es, gi v es o n e a d e e p s atisf a cti o n. S pirit a n, J o h n Kil cr a n, 
C. S. S p., a d v a nc e d re as o ns w h y t he S pirit a n s h o ul d e m br a c e t he  
j ustic e a n d p e a c e a p ost ol ate.

The o ffici al d oc u me nt of t he 1 9 7 1 Sy n o d of Bis h o ps g a ve a n 
a ut h orit ati ve st a m p of a p pr o v al t o t he pri nci ple of t he ce n -
tr ality of J PI C t o missi o n. S peci fic ally, it c o m me nte d t h at 

e d uc ati o n. S o me ti me a g o, I we nt t o a ne ar b y p aris h f or S u n d a y 
M ass. I s p otte d o ne of m y st u de nts w h o h a d n ot ret ur ne d t o 
sc h o ol after t he h oli d a ys. W he n I as k e d hi m after M ass w h y he 
d i d n ot g o b a c k t o s c h o ol, he t ol d me t h at he h a d l ost his f at her 
a n d t here w as n o o ne t o p a y his s c h o ol fe es. I as k e d hi m t o p a c k 
his t hi n gs a n d c o me b a c k t o s c h o ol. F or t he ne xt t hre e ye ars, he 
di d n ot p a y a c e nt. 

T o d a y, t h at st u de nt, al o n g wit h si x ot her p ast st u de nts, 
is a s e mi n ari a n f or t he C at h olic Di o c es e of K atsi n a- Al a. Fi ve 
ot her  p ast  st u de nts  h a ve  j oi ne d  c o n gre g ati o ns  a n d  s o cieties.  
O ne of t he m, st u d yi n g wit h t he Jes uits, c a me t o visit t he s c h o ol 
t o s h are his e x p erie nc e wit h t he st u de nts. He a d vis e d t he m t o 
st u d y h ar d a n d i nc ulc ate i n t he ms el ves t he dis ci pli ne gi ve n at 
the s c h o ol. A c c or di n g t o hi m, he atte n de d a n i nter vie w at t he 
P ost ul a nc y of t he S o ciet y of Jes us a n d w as a c c e pte d b y t he m. 
Alt h o u g h he w as c o mi n g dire ctl y fr o m a s e c o n d ar y s c h o ol, he 
w as t ol d t h at he h a d t he q u alities ne e de d f or a d missi o n.  A n -
ot her p ast st u de nt, st u d yi n g wit h St. Patric k ’s Missi o n aries i n 
S o ut h Afric a, t ol d me, “ The s o ciet y a d mitte d me a n d t ol d me, 
p e o ple f or me d b y t he S pirit a ns are de dic ate d t o a n yt hi n g t he y 
w a nt t o d o a n d w e d o n’t h a v e pr o bl e ms wit h t h e m.” 

A p art fr o m t h e s e mi n ari a ns st u d yi n g f or t h e 
C at h oli c pri est h o o d, o ur p ast st u d e nts ar e d oi n g v er y w ell i n 
ot h er ar e as of lif e as w ell. O n e gr a d u at e d fr o m V erit as 
U ni v ersit y , A b uj a ( est a blis h e d b y t h e C at h oli c Bis h o ps’ 
C o nf er e n c e of Ni g eri a i n 2 0 0 7), wit h first cl ass h o n ors. 
A n ot h er als o gr a d u at e d wit h first cl ass h o n ors fr o m a f e d er al 
g o v er n m e nt u ni v ersit y. Y et a n ot h er w as c all e d t o t h e Ni g eri a n 
B ar l ast y e ar a n d o n e will b e c all e d t o it t his y e ar. M ost of 
o ur 2 1 0 gr a d u at es ar e e x c elli n g i n t h eir v ari o us fi el ds of 
e n d e a v or. A si mil ar s u c c ess st or y a p pli es t o t h e p u pils w h o 
gr a d u at e fr o m t h e N urs er y a n d Pri m ar y S c h o ol S e c-ti o n a n d 
att e n d ot h er s e c o n d ar y s c h o ols. 

I n  2 0 1 8,  w e  st art e d  a  n urs er y  pri m ar y  s c h o ol  at  t h e  
pr e mis es  of  t h e  S pirit a n  Y o ut h  R es o ur c e  C e ntr e  at  
C h o n k u,  J ali n g o Di o c es e, T ar a b a St at e, t o t a k e c ar e of t h e 
e d u c ati o n al n e e ds  of  t h e  c hil dr e n  of  t h at  c o m m u nit y.  
U nf ort u n at el y,  i n  2 0 1 9, d u e t o i nt er-tri b al t e nsi o ns b et w e e n 
t h e J u k u n a n d t h e Ti v p e o pl e of S o ut h er n T ar a b a St at e, t h e 
s c h o ol h a d t o s us p e n d o perati o n.

W e a w ait t h e c ess ati o n of h ostiliti es s o t h at w e c a n r e-
t ur n t o t h e tr ai ni n g of t h e c hil dr e n of t h e r ur al c o m m u nit y. 

A p art fr o m  
t he se mi n ari a ns 
st u dyi ng f or t he 
c at h olic priest h o o d, 
o ur p ast st u de nts 
are d oi ng very well 
i n ot her are as of life 
as well.

Jo h n Kilcr a n n, 
C. S. S p.,
a d v a nce d re as o ns
w hy t he S pirit a n
s h o ul d e m br ace
t he j ustice a n d
pe ace a p ost ol ate.

It f alls  
t o t he de vel o p me nt 
w or ker t o see k o ut 
t he necess ary  
res o urces.

K u h a I n d y er, C. S. S p.
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J o h n Kilcr a n n, 
C. S. S p.,
a d v a nce d re as o ns
w hy t he S pirit a n
s h o ul d e m br ace
t he j ustice a n d
pe ace a p ost ol ate.
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t o t he de vel o p me nt 
w or ker t o see k o ut 
t he necess ary  
res o urces.

K u h a I n d y er, C. S. S p.
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“a cti o n  o n  b e h alf  of  j ustic e  a n d  p artici p ati o n  i n  t he  
tr a nsf or m ati o n of t he w orl d f ull y a p p e ar t o us as a c o n-
stit uti ve di me nsi o n of t he pre a c hi n g of t he G os p el, or, 
i n ot her w or ds, of t he C h urc h’s missi o n f or t he re de m p-
ti o n of t he h u m a n r a c e a n d its li b er ati o n fr o m e ver y 
o p pressi ve sit u ati o n.” 5

E d u c ati o n h as a gre at p ote nti al of li b er ati n g t he h u m a n 
p ers o n a n d e q ui p pi n g t he m t o w or k wit h t he ai m of tr a nsf or m -
i n g his e n vir o n me nt. S pirit a n, Fr. B e de U k w uije, C. S. S p., pr o-
vi des a hist oric al b asis i n t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n f or i n v ol ve me nt 
i n e d uc ati o n.  

The e d uc ati o n a p ost ol ate h as al w ays bee n p art of t he S piri -
t a n c h aris m. I n 1 8t h ce nt ury Fr a nce, t he f o u n der of t he 
C o ngreg ati o n  of  t he  Holy  S pirit,  Cl a u de  Fr a ncis  P o ul -
l art des Pl aces, c o m mitte d hi mself t o t he e d uc ati o n of t he 
y o ut h.

He c o nsecr ate d hi mself t o p o or st u de nts w h o were 
re a dy t o st u dy. This w as e ns hri ne d i n t he R ules of his Se m-
i n ary. “I n t his h o use we s h all o nly a d mit st u de nts w h ose 
p o verty, c o n d uct a n d a ptit u de f or st u dy are k n o w n t o us.” 
He i nsiste d o n hig h st a n d ar ds of ac a de mic att ai n me nt. 

. . . I n 19 t h ce nt ury Fr a nce, Fr a ncis M ary P a ul 
Li ber m a n n, w h o f o u n de d t he S ociety of t he Holy He art of 
M ary i n 1 8 4 1 a n d bec a me t he 1 1t h S u peri or Ge ner al of 
t he C o ngreg ati o n of t he Holy S pirit after t he merger of t he 
t w o i n 1 8 4 8, hig hly rec o m me n de d t o his missi o n aries g oi ng 
t o Afric a t o e d uc ate t he pe o ple t o bec o me te ac hers, f ar mers 
a n d cr afts me n. F or hi m, t he s ur vi v al of t he ne wly f o u n de d 
l oc al c h urc h m ust be g u ar a ntee d by m arryi ng e v a ngeli z a-
ti o n wit h ‘ci vili z ati o n’ t hr o ug h t he sc h o ol a p ost ol ate. S o me 
o bjecte d t h at t he missi o n ary is n ot a sc h o ol m aster,

Li ber m a n n re plie d: “ I u n derst a n d t h at it w o ul d 
c ost t he missi o n ar y ver y m uc h t o a ct as te a c her. Ne v -
ert heless, it is ur g e nt t o t a k e t his ste p i n or der t o c o n -
s oli d ate t heir e ff orts ….I n m y o pi ni o n, t o a b a n d o n t he 
s c h o ols is t o destr o y t he f ut ure of missi o ns ….”  Li ber-
m a n n u n derst o o d t he w or k of e d uc ati o n t o be h olistic. He 
w a nte d his missi o n aries t o w or k f or t he de vel o p me nt of 
pers o ns i n all as pects of life. 6

C O N C L U SI O N 
M y v o c ati o n t o t he S pirit a n Missi o n ar y Life o c c urre d i n 

a s o ci al c o nte xt. I niti all y I di d n ot h a ve a t aste f or t he e d uc ati o n 
a p ost ol ate, b ut re alizi n g t he p ote nti al of e d uc ati o n f or h u m a n de -
vel o p me nt, I h a ve e m br a c e d it a n d it is gr atif yi n g f or o ne t o re al -
iz e t h at m y little e ff orts are c h a n gi n g li ves p ositi vel y. I w o ul d li k e 
t o c o ncl u de wit h a q u ot ati o n fr o m a s p e e c h gi ve n b y Arc h bis h o p 
Di ar m ui d M arti n o n s o ci al c are i n a c h a n gi n g Irel a n d i n 2 0 0 6. 

P o vert y is t he i n a bilit y f or p e o ple t o re aliz e t heir 
G o d- gi ve n p ote nti al.   Fi ghti n g p o vert y me a ns t h at we i n -
vest i n h u m a n c a p a cit y, we e n a ble p e o ple t o b e t he p e o ple 
t h at G o d wis hes t he m t o b e.  We rej oic e t h at t he y c a n b e 
s o, e q u al i n di g nit y t o us.   It me a ns t h at we p ers o n all y 
fe el h urt w he n t here are ot hers i n t he w orl d w h o are u n-
a ble t o h a ve t he s a me o p p ort u nit y t o f ull y re aliz e t he m -
s el ves as we are.  O ur rel ati o ns hi p is o ne b as e d o n l o ve 
a n d res p e ct f or t he ot her, i n t heir i n here nt di g nit y a n d 
fre e d o m.vii

Fr. K u h a I n dyer, C. S. S p. 
Nigeri a n Nort h- E ast. 
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