
Spiritan Horizons Spiritan Horizons 

Volume 17 Issue 17 Article 17 

Fall 2021 

Spiritan Mission and Restorative Justice at Duquesne University: Spiritan Mission and Restorative Justice at Duquesne University: 

The Elsinore Bennu Think Tank for Restorative Justice The Elsinore Bennu Think Tank for Restorative Justice 

Norman Conti 

Rick McCown 

Maureen R. O’Brien 

Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons 

 Part of the Catholic Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Conti, N., McCown, R., & O’Brien, M. R. (2021). Spiritan Mission and Restorative Justice at Duquesne 
University: The Elsinore Bennu Think Tank for Restorative Justice. Spiritan Horizons, 17 (17). Retrieved 
from https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/17 

This Education is brought to you for free and open access by the Spiritan Horizons (English, French, and 
Portuguese) at Duquesne Scholarship Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spiritan Horizons by an 
authorized editor of Duquesne Scholarship Collection. 

https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1294?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/17?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


H o r i z o n s

15 6 15 7

N or m C o nti, Ri c k M c C o w n a n d M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n

S p i r i t a n M is s io n a n d R e s t o r a t i v e J u s t ic e  

a t D u q u e s n e U n i v e r s i t y : Th e E l s i n o r e 

B e n n u T h i n k T a n k f o r R e s t o r a t i v e J u s t i c e  I

Dr. M a u r e e n R. 
O’ Bri e n

Dr. M a ur e e n O’ Brie n is 
a n ass o ci at e pr of ess or of 
t he ol o g y at D u q u es ne 
U ni versit y i n Pitts b ur g h, 
Pe n ns yl v a ni a. 
Her r es e ar c h i nt er ests 
f o c us i n pr a cti c al t he ol o g y, 
r eli gi o us e d u c ati o n a n d t he 
e d u c ati o n of l a y mi nist ers. 
S he h as c o n d u ct e d fi el d 
st u d y i n West Afri c a o n 
t he r ole of c at e c hists t her e, 
as w ell as o n g oi n g r e-
s e ar c h pr oje cts o n S pirit a n 
e d u c at ors a n d S pirit a n 
p e d a g o g y. 
S he c urr e ntl y s er ves o n  
t he E d u c ati o n C o m mitt e e 
f or t he U. S. Pr o vi nc e.

Dr. N or m a n C o nti,  
Dr. Ric k Mc C o w n,  
Dr. M a ure e n O’ Brie n

Dr. Ri c k M c C o w n

Pr of. Ri c k Mc C o w n is 
Pr of ess or of E d u c ati o n 
a n d t he Pierr e S c h o u ver, 
C. S. S p. E n d o w e d C h air
i n Missi o n at D u q u es ne
U ni versit y.
His r es e ar c h f o c us es o n
t e a c hi n g-le ar ni n g s yst e ms
t hr o u g h t he le ns es of
r est or ati ve j usti c e, p u bli c
s c h ol ars hi p, a n d i m pr o ve-
me nt i n q uir y.
His t e xts o n e d u c ati o n al
ps y c h ol o g y h a ve b e e n
a d o pt e d b y u ni versities i n
o ver f ort y c o u ntries.

Dr. N or m a n C o nti

Dr. N or m a n C o nti is a 
pr of ess or of s o ci ol o g y at 
D u q u es ne U ni versit y, 
s p e ci ali zi n g i n p oli c e 
s o ci ali z ati o n, s o ci al ps y-
c h ol o g y, a n d r est or ati ve 
j usti c e.  
He is t he c o or di n at or 
of D u q u es ne’s S o ci al 
J usti c e Ass o ci ati o n a n d a 
me m b er of t he n ati o n al 
st e eri n g c o m mitt e e f or 
t he I nsi d e- O ut Pris o n 
E x c h a n g e Pr o gr a m.  
His w or k h as a p p e ar e d 
i n a n u m b er of j o ur n als 
i ncl u di n g e A meric a n 
S oci ol ogist , Di al og ues i n 
S oci al J ustice , e Fe d-
er al Se nte nci ng Re p orter, 
J o ur n al of C o nte m p or ary 
Et h n ogr a p hy , J o ur n al  
of P u blic Sc h ol ars hi p  
i n Hig her E d uc ati o n.

I N T R O D U C TI O N
e Elsi n ore B e n n u i n k Ta n k f or R est or ati ve J ustic e at 

D u q ues ne U ni versit y ( E B T T) is c o m pris e d of a cti vists, artists, p o-
lic e o ffi c ers, p olitic al le a ders, pr ofess ors, ret ur ni n g citiz e ns, a n d st u-
de nts w h o h a ve c o me t o g et her i n a pris o n, o n c a m p us, or t hr o u g h 
virt u al me eti n gs al m ost e ver y Fri d a y m or ni n g si nc e t he s u m mer of 
2 0 1 3 t o s h are t heir i de as a n d fi n d p art ners f or t ur ni n g t he or y i nt o 
pr a ctic e o n b e h alf of t h os e i nc arc er ate d or f or merl y i nc arc er ate d. 1  
E B T T me m b ers are c o nst a ntl y s e e ki n g t o a d dress t he i ntr a ct a ble 
d a m a g e of w hite s u pre m a c y wit hi n o ur c o m m u nit y a n d o urs el ves. 

eir a cti vities i ncl u de: bri n gi n g p olic e re cr uits i nt o pris o ns t o le ar n 
wit h i nc arc er ate d me n; h osti n g e ve nts t o h o n or victi ms of vi ole nt 
cri me; p u blis hi n g a b o o k of ess a ys writte n b y o ur i nc arc er ate d me m-
b ers; p urs ui n g gr a nt f u n di n g; deli veri n g f o o d t o s e ni or hi g h-ris es 
d uri n g a p a n de mic; o ff eri n g writi n g w or ks h o ps; a n d c olle cti vel y 
a ut h ori n g a c a de mic articles s uc h as t his o ne.

i n k Ta n k me m b ers, i ncl u di n g t his ess a y’s c o- a ut h ors, 
h a ve b e c o me a w are of de e p res o n a nc es b et we e n o ur w or k a n d t he 
S pirit a n et h os as e m b o die d at D u q ues ne U ni versit y. is article 
is a n atte m pt t o re c o g niz e t he w or k of t he E B T T as a n o n g o-
i n g e v ol uti o n of w h at o ur S pirit a n f ore b e ars b e g a n a n d w h at o ur 
S pirit a n c o nte m p or aries c o nti n ue. e S pirit a ns are c o m mitte d as 
“a d v o c ates, s u p p orters, a n d t he defe n ders” of t he o p press e d a g ai nst 
all w h o o p press t he m. S pirit a ns bri d g e t he g a p b et we e n t he C hris-
ti a n n arr ati ve a n d s o ci al j ustic e b y s er vi n g dis pl a c e d a n d tr a ffi c k e d 
p e o ple, s ur vi v ors of t ort ure, i nc arc er ate d p e o ple, a n d at-ris k y o ut h, 
as well as i m p o veris he d a n d u n der-s er ve d c o m m u nities. F urt her, t he 
E B T T a n d S pirit a n missi o n are p o werf ul e x pressi o ns of t he pr a xis-
orie nte d p e d a g o g y of e mi ne nt Br a zili a n e d uc at or Pa ul o Freire. 

is article will u nf ol d k e y de vel o p me nts i n E B T T’s hist or y 
a n d t heir str o n g i nte gr ati o n wit h t hes e t w o stre a ms of i n fl ue nc e. 
We n ote t he g e nesis of e I nsi de- O ut Pris o n E xc h a n g e Pr o gr a m 
at D u q ues ne, t he f or m ati o n of t he E B T T at t he St ate C orre cti o n al 
I nstit uti o n i n Pitts b ur g h, its e ve nt u al re- est a blis h me nt o n c a m p us 
after t he pris o n’s cl os ure a n d, m ost re c e ntl y, its m o ve o nli ne d ur-
i n g t he C O VI D- 1 9 p a n de mic. E B T T me m b ers are c o m mitte d t o 
c oll a b or ati ve c o m m u nit y e ff orts as a w a y f or p e o ple d a m a g e d b y 
circ u mst a nc e a n d s yste ms of o p pressi o n t o re m a k e t he ms el ves, re c-
o g nizi n g t h at re m a de p e o ple are ne e de d t o rest ore a br o k e n s o ciet y. 

r o u g h i nter a cti o ns c h ar a cteriz e d b y re ci pr o cit y a n d t he dri ve f or 
p ers o n al a n d s o ciet al tr a nsf or m ati o n, t he E B T T c a n b e i nter prete d 

I. List e d al p h a b etic ally, t h e t hi n k t a n k m e m b ers w h o
c o ntri b ut e d t o t his articl e i ncl u d e: C at hl e e n A p p elt,

R al p h M al a k ki B ol d e n, Willi a m Cl e ar y, N or m a n C o nti, 
S h ar n ay H e ar n D avis, L uci-J o Di M a g gi o, Cr ai g Eli as, 

J os h u a Ells w ort h, D e a n n a Fr ac ul, El ai n e Fr a nt z, L o u G e ntil e, 
A n n e M ari e H a ns e n, J alil a J eff ers o n- B ull oc k, Ric k M c C o w n, 

J ai m e M u n o z, M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n, J ot h a m P ars o ns,  
L ori P o m p a, J u el L. S mit h, J a m es S wi n d al. 

A w are  
of dee p  
res o n a nces  
bet wee n o ur 
w or k a n d t he 
S pirit a n et h os 
as e m b o die d  
at D u q ues ne 
U ni versity.
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as o ff eri n g a u ni q ue ble n di n g of S pirit a n a n d Freire a n a d ult e d uc a-
ti o n al pr a ctic es f or e m p o wer me nt a n d li b er ati o n.

T H E I N SI D E- O U T P RI S O N E X C H A N G E P R O G R A M
            Wit h t he gl o b al i nc arc er ati o n crisis of t he l ast fe w de c a des, 
S pirit a ns’ s oli d arit y wit h t he o p press e d h as dr a w n t he m t o me n, 
w o me n, a n d c hil dre n tr a p p e d wit hi n c arc er al s yste ms i n v ari o us 
p arts of t he w orl d. 2  e S pirit a n f o c us o n mi nistr y wit h t h os e w h o 
are, or h a ve b e e n, i nc arc er ate d, h as als o p o werf ull y m a nifeste d it-
s elf i n Pitts b ur g h, Pe n ns yl v a ni a. D u q ues ne U ni versit y is a C at h o-
lic u ni versit y i n t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n, w hic h h as i n herite d t he 
le g a c y of D es Pl a c es a n d Li b er m a n n. e u ni versit y is reli gi o usl y 
m oti v ate d i n s er vi n g st u de nts, a n d s e e ks t o i ns pire its gr a d u ates 
“t o w or k c oll a b or ati vel y t o b uil d a m ore j ust a n d ver d a nt w orl d ”  3 
t hr o u g h t he S pirit a n o bje cti ve of “ m a ki n g y o u n g p e o ple a w are of 
t he pr o ble ms of p o vert y a n d u nj ust str uct ures i n t heir s o ciet y a n d 
t he w orl d at l ar g e.” 4

S pirit a n missi o n, a n d t he U ni versit y it f ostere d, cre ate d 
a ric h e n vir o n me nt f or n urt uri n g a p o werf ul m o ve me nt t h at 
e mer g e d at t he e n d of t he t we ntiet h c e nt ur y: I nsi de- O ut. I n 1 9 9 7, 
L ori P o m p a, a n i nstr uct or at Te m ple U ni versit y i n P hil a del p hi a, 
b e g a n “ e I nsi de- O ut Pris o n E xc h a n g e Pr o gr a m,” b as e d o n a 
s u g g esti o n fr o m a m a n s er vi n g life i n t he Pe n ns yl v a ni a pris o n 
s yste m. I nsi de- O ut c o n d ucts u ni versit y c o urs es wit hi n c orre c-
ti o n al s etti n gs. E nr olle es i ncl u de tr a diti o n al c olle g e st u de nts a n d 
a n e q ui v ale nt n u m b er of le ar ners s ele cte d fr o m pris o n p o p ul a-
ti o ns. O ne of t he pr o gr a m’s g o als is a s hift i n t he c o ns ci o us ness of 
e a c h p artici p a nt, wit h re d uci n g t he sti g m atiz ati o n of i nc arc er ate d 
p e o ple c e ntr al t o t he e x p erie nti al pr o c ess. C o urs es b e gi n wit h a 
dis c ussi o n of l a b els a n d a re c o m me n d ati o n t h at ne g ati ve ter ms, 
s uc h as “i n m ate,” b e e xc h a n g e d f or “i nsi de st u de nt,” w hile t he rest 
of t he cl ass is referre d t o as “ o utsi de st u de nts.” St arti n g wit h t his 
rel a b eli n g, p artici p a nts st art t o re aliz e t h at neit her gr o u p c a n re-
d uc e t he ot her t o t he o ne- di me nsi o n al i m a g e pre vi o usl y ass u me d. 
As st u de nts i nter a ct o ver t he c o urs e of a s e mester, t heir vie ws of 
e a c h ot her c h a n g e. I nc arc er ate d p ers o ns n o l o n g er a p p e ar as t he 
mis fits a n d m o nsters p ortr a ye d i n p o p ul ar c ult ure, b ut as p e o ple 
wit h li ves a n d f a milies b e y o n d pris o n w alls. C olle g e st u de nts 
b e c o me s o met hi n g m ore t h a n “c hil dre n of pri vile g e ” i nc a p a ble of 
u n derst a n di n g w h y i n di vi d u als s uc c u m b t o t he c ult ure of stre et 
cri me. I n ti me, i niti al c h a n g es i n h o w p e o ple s e e o ne a n ot her af-

fe ct h o w p artici p a nts vie w t he ms el ves, t heir f ut ures, a n d t heir 
p ote nti al i m p a ct o n s o ciet y. M ost I nsi de- O ut i nstr uct ors will 
re a dil y attest t h at it is, b y f ar, t he si n gle m ost e n g a g e d le ar n-
i n g pr o c ess i n w hic h t he y h a ve e ver t a k e n p art. W h at h as ofte n 
b e e n m ost s ur prisi n g are t he m a n y le vels of le ar ni n g t h at t a k e 
pl a c e — p e o ple le ar ni n g a b o ut t he ms el ves, a b o ut ot her p e o ple, 
a b o ut h o w t he y are b ot h di ff ere nt a n d ali k e, a b o ut c o m m u nic a-
ti o n a n d w or ki n g t hr o u g h c o n flict, a n d a b o ut t he s yste ms t h at 
i m p a ct t heir li ves — a n d t heir rel ati o ns hi p t o t h os e s yste ms, as 
i n di vi d u als a n d as a c o m m u nit y. 

Br a zili a n e d uc at or Pa ul o Freire’s p e d a g o g y o ff ers a n 
i m p ort a nt fr a me w or k f or i nter preti n g t he n at ure of s uc h de e p, 
m ultil a yere d, a n d l asti n g le ar ni n g. I n Freire’s ter ms, t he p e d a-
g o gic al d y n a mics of I nsi de- O ut c a n b e c o nsi dere d i nte nti o n al 
c o nscie nti z aç ã o (“c o ns cie ntiz ati o n”) t h at e m p h asiz es n ot o nl y 
p ers o n al a g e nc y, b ut als o t he p ossi bilities of m ut u al tr a nsf or m a-
ti o n t hr o u g h m ut u al le ar ni n g. “ E d uc ati o n m a k es s e ns e b e c a us e 
w o me n a n d me n le ar n t h at t hr o u g h le ar ni n g t he y c a n m a k e 
a n d re m a k e t he ms el ves, b e c a us e w o me n a n d me n are a ble t o 
t a k e res p o nsi bilit y f or t he ms el ves as c a p a ble of k n o wi n g — of 
k n o wi n g t h at t he y k n o w a n d of k n o wi n g t h at t he y d o n’t.”  5 

r o u g h cre ati n g a s p a c e i n w hic h i nsi ders a n d o utsi ders le ar n 
a b o ut o ne a n ot her t hr o u g h e n g a gi n g t o g et her i n le ar ni n g a cti vi-
ties, t he y e x a mi ne a n d c h a n g e t heir p ers p e cti ves o n t he “ ot her,” 
a c k n o wle d gi n g t h at e a c h gr o u p’s p ers p e cti ve is i ns u ffi cie nt a n d 
t h at fre e d o m c o mes t hr o u g h di ale ctic al e n g a g e me nt.

As Freire w o ul d i nsist, tr ue pr a xis  is a c c o m plis he d o nl y 
t hr o u g h t he i nter pl a y of “ w or d ” a n d “ w or k ” —re fle cti ve pr o-
c ess es of e d uc ati o n al st u d y a n d di al o g ue m ust b e a c c o m p a nie d 
b y a cti o n, or els e o ur c o n vers ati o n b e c o mes mere ver b alis m. 6  
Fait hf ul t o t his i m p er ati ve, t he I nsi de- O ut c urric ul u m i ncl u des 
a n u m b er of m o d ules o n rest or ati ve j ustic e (i.e., a m o del of 
j ustic e t h at e m p h asiz es re p airi n g t he h ar m c a us e d or re ve ale d 
b y cri mi n al b e h a vi or a n d t he n re p airi n g t h at h ar m i n a pr o c ess 
t h at i ncl u des all st a k e h ol ders). St u de nts b e gi n wit h a s eries of 
s elf-re fle cti o n e xercis es i n w hic h t he y re fle ct u p o n t heir e x p e-
rie nc es of c a usi n g a n d e x p erie nci n g h ar m. e y are as k e d t o 
c o nsi der m o me nts w he n t he y s u ff ere d as well as m o me nts w he n 
t he y c a us e d s u ff eri n g. e y s u m m ariz e h o w t he y felt a n d w h at 
t he y l ost i n t hes e e x p erie nc es i nt o si n gle w or d res p o ns es t h at are 
a n o n y m o usl y liste d b ef ore t he cl ass. St u de nts t he n m a k e c o n-
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as o ff eri n g a u ni q ue ble n di n g of S pirit a n a n d Freire a n a d ult e d uc a-
ti o n al pr a ctic es f or e m p o wer me nt a n d li b er ati o n.

T H E I N SI D E- O U T P RI S O N E X C H A N G E P R O G R A M
            Wit h t he gl o b al i nc arc er ati o n crisis of t he l ast fe w de c a des, 
S pirit a ns’ s oli d arit y wit h t he o p press e d h as dr a w n t he m t o me n, 
w o me n, a n d c hil dre n tr a p p e d wit hi n c arc er al s yste ms i n v ari o us 
p arts of t he w orl d. 2  e S pirit a n f o c us o n mi nistr y wit h t h os e w h o 
are, or h a ve b e e n, i nc arc er ate d, h as als o p o werf ull y m a nifeste d it-
s elf i n Pitts b ur g h, Pe n ns yl v a ni a. D u q ues ne U ni versit y is a C at h o-
lic u ni versit y i n t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n, w hic h h as i n herite d t he 
le g a c y of D es Pl a c es a n d Li b er m a n n. e u ni versit y is reli gi o usl y 
m oti v ate d i n s er vi n g st u de nts, a n d s e e ks t o i ns pire its gr a d u ates 
“t o w or k c oll a b or ati vel y t o b uil d a m ore j ust a n d ver d a nt w orl d ”  3 
t hr o u g h t he S pirit a n o bje cti ve of “ m a ki n g y o u n g p e o ple a w are of 
t he pr o ble ms of p o vert y a n d u nj ust str uct ures i n t heir s o ciet y a n d 
t he w orl d at l ar g e.” 4

S pirit a n missi o n, a n d t he U ni versit y it f ostere d, cre ate d 
a ric h e n vir o n me nt f or n urt uri n g a p o werf ul m o ve me nt t h at 
e mer g e d at t he e n d of t he t we ntiet h c e nt ur y: I nsi de- O ut. I n 1 9 9 7, 
L ori P o m p a, a n i nstr uct or at Te m ple U ni versit y i n P hil a del p hi a, 
b e g a n “ e I nsi de- O ut Pris o n E xc h a n g e Pr o gr a m,” b as e d o n a 
s u g g esti o n fr o m a m a n s er vi n g life i n t he Pe n ns yl v a ni a pris o n 
s yste m. I nsi de- O ut c o n d ucts u ni versit y c o urs es wit hi n c orre c-
ti o n al s etti n gs. E nr olle es i ncl u de tr a diti o n al c olle g e st u de nts a n d 
a n e q ui v ale nt n u m b er of le ar ners s ele cte d fr o m pris o n p o p ul a-
ti o ns. O ne of t he pr o gr a m’s g o als is a s hift i n t he c o ns ci o us ness of 
e a c h p artici p a nt, wit h re d uci n g t he sti g m atiz ati o n of i nc arc er ate d 
p e o ple c e ntr al t o t he e x p erie nti al pr o c ess. C o urs es b e gi n wit h a 
dis c ussi o n of l a b els a n d a re c o m me n d ati o n t h at ne g ati ve ter ms, 
s u c h as “i n m ate,” b e e xc h a n g e d f or “i nsi de st u de nt,” w hile t he rest 
of t he cl ass is referre d t o as “ o utsi de st u de nts.” St arti n g wit h t his 
rel a b eli n g, p artici p a nts st art t o re aliz e t h at neit her gr o u p c a n re-
d uc e t he ot her t o t he o ne- di me nsi o n al i m a g e pre vi o usl y ass u me d. 
As st u de nts i nter a ct o ver t he c o urs e of a s e mester, t heir vie ws of 
e a c h ot her c h a n g e. I nc arc er ate d p ers o ns n o l o n g er a p p e ar as t he 
mis fits a n d m o nsters p ortr a ye d i n p o p ul ar c ult ure, b ut as p e o ple 
wit h li ves a n d f a milies b e y o n d pris o n w alls. C olle g e st u de nts 
b e c o me s o met hi n g m ore t h a n “c hil dre n of pri vile g e ” i nc a p a ble of 
u n derst a n di n g w h y i n di vi d u als s uc c u m b t o t he c ult ure of stre et 
cri me. I n ti me, i niti al c h a n g es i n h o w p e o ple s e e o ne a n ot her af-

f e ct h o w p artici p a nts vie w t he ms el ves, t heir f ut ures, a n d t heir 
p ote nti al i m p a ct o n s o ciet y. M ost I nsi de- O ut i nstr u ct ors will 
re a dil y attest t h at it is, b y f ar, t he si n gle m ost e n g a g e d le ar n-
i n g pr o c ess i n w hic h t he y h a ve e ver t a k e n p art. W h at h as ofte n 
b e e n m ost s ur prisi n g are t he m a n y le vels of le ar ni n g t h at t a k e 
pl a c e — p e o ple le ar ni n g a b o ut t he ms el ves, a b o ut ot her p e o ple, 
a b o ut h o w t he y are b ot h di ff ere nt a n d ali k e, a b o ut c o m m u nic a-
ti o n a n d w or ki n g t hr o u g h c o n flict, a n d a b o ut t he s yste ms t h at 
i m p a ct t heir li ves — a n d t heir rel ati o ns hi p t o t h os e s yste ms, as 
i n di vi d u als a n d as a c o m m u nit y. 

Br a zili a n e d u c at or Pa ul o Freire’s p e d a g o g y o ff ers a n 
i m p ort a nt fr a me w or k f or i nter preti n g t he n at ure of s u c h de e p, 
m ultil a yere d, a n d l asti n g le ar ni n g. I n Freire’s ter ms, t he p e d a-
g o gic al d y n a mics of I nsi de- O ut c a n b e c o nsi dere d i nte nti o n al 
c o nscie nti z aç ã o (“c o ns cie ntiz ati o n”) t h at e m p h asiz es n ot o nl y 
p ers o n al a g e nc y, b ut als o t he p ossi bilities of m ut u al tr a nsf or m a-
ti o n t hr o u g h m ut u al le ar ni n g. “ E d u c ati o n m a k es s e ns e b e c a us e 
w o me n a n d me n le ar n t h at t hr o u g h le ar ni n g t he y c a n m a k e 
a n d re m a k e t he ms el ves, b e c a us e w o me n a n d me n are a ble t o 
t a k e res p o nsi bilit y f or t he ms el ves as c a p a ble of k n o wi n g — of 
k n o wi n g t h at t he y k n o w a n d of k n o wi n g t h at t he y d o n’t.”  5 

r o u g h cre ati n g a s p a c e i n w hic h i nsi ders a n d o utsi ders le ar n 
a b o ut o ne a n ot her t hr o u g h e n g a gi n g t o g et her i n le ar ni n g a cti vi-
ties, t he y e x a mi ne a n d c h a n g e t heir p ers p e cti ves o n t he “ ot her,” 
a c k n o wle d gi n g t h at e a c h gr o u p’s p ers p e cti ve is i ns u ffi cie nt a n d 
t h at fre e d o m c o mes t hr o u g h di ale ctic al e n g a g e me nt.

As Freire w o ul d i nsist, tr ue pr a xis  is a c c o m plis he d o nl y 
t hr o u g h t he i nter pl a y of “ w or d ” a n d “ w or k ” —re fle cti ve pr o-
c ess es of e d u c ati o n al st u d y a n d di al o g ue m ust b e a c c o m p a nie d 
b y a cti o n, or els e o ur c o n vers ati o n b e c o mes mere ver b alis m. 6  
Fait hf ul t o t his i m p er ati ve, t he I nsi de- O ut c urric ul u m i ncl u des 
a n u m b er of m o d ules o n rest or ati ve j ustic e (i.e., a m o del of 
j ustic e t h at e m p h asiz es re p airi n g t he h ar m c a us e d or re ve ale d 
b y cri mi n al b e h a vi or a n d t he n re p airi n g t h at h ar m i n a pr o c ess 
t h at i ncl u des all st a k e h ol ders). St u de nts b e gi n wit h a s eries of 
s elf-re fle cti o n e xercis es i n w hic h t he y re fle ct u p o n t heir e x p e-
rie nc es of c a usi n g a n d e x p erie nci n g h ar m. e y are as k e d t o 
c o nsi der m o me nts w he n t he y s u ff ere d as well as m o me nts w he n 
t he y c a us e d s u ff eri n g. e y s u m m ariz e h o w t he y f elt a n d w h at 
t he y l ost i n t hes e e x p erie nc es i nt o si n gle w or d res p o ns es t h at are 
a n o n y m o usl y liste d b ef ore t he cl ass. St u de nts t he n m a k e c o n-
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ne cti o ns a n d re c o g niz e t he si mil arities b et we e n b ot h victi miz ati o n 
a n d h ar mi n g ot hers. I n t his m o me nt, t he y re aliz e t h at i nc arc er at-
e d o ff e n ders are fre q ue ntl y t he victi ms of s o me i n di vi d u al or s o ci al 
h ar m.  

Fr o m t his a w a k e ni n g, t he y m o ve o n t o c as e st u dies of i n-
di vi d u al o ff e n ders pres e nte d i n n arr ati ve f or m. St u de nts are as k e d 
t o c o me u p wit h s o me me a ns f or de ali n g wit h t he h ar ms des cri b e d 
i n t he n arr ati ves i n a w orl d wit h o ut a cri mi n al j ustic e s yste m (i.e., 
h ar ms c a us e d as well as s u ff ere d b y t he c h ar a cters i n t he c as e st u d-
ies). is e xercis e is us ef ul f or s e p ar ati n g t he c o nc e pts of j ustic e 
a n d p u nis h me nt. O nc e t he st u de nts re aliz e t h at j ustic e d o es n ot 
ne c essit ate p u nis h me nt, t he y b e gi n re a di n g o n t he t o pic of rest or-
ati ve j ustic e i n or der t o p artici p ate i n a n e xercis e t h at de vel o ps o ne 
of t he c as e st u dies i nt o a r ole- pl a y of a “ p e a c e m a ki n g circle ” i n 
w hic h a n u m b er of st u de nts are gi ve n c h ar a cter b a c k gr o u n ds a n d 
as k e d t o us e t he m as a gr o u n di n g f or t heir p arts i n t he a cti vit y.  

es e cl ass pr oje cts f u ncti o n as vi vi d e x a m ples of h o w 
rest or ati ve j ustic e c a n b e us e d t o res ol ve re al w orl d pr o ble ms, 
o ff eri n g t he o p p ort u nit y f or t he de e p di al o g ue a n d i m a gi n ati ve 
re- cre ati n g of i nter p ers o n al a n d s o ciet al rel ati o ns hi ps t h at le a d t o 
tr a nsf or m ati ve li b er ati o n. I n s uc h e ff orts we als o he ar t he e c h o of 
t he S pirit a n R ule of Life: “ We c o u nt t he f oll o wi n g as c o nstit uti ve 
p arts of o ur missi o n of e v a n g eliz ati o n: t he ‘i nte gr al li b er ati o n’ of 
p e o ple, a cti o n f or j ustic e a n d p e a c e, a n d p artici p ati o n i n de vel o p-
me nt. . . . I n or der t o c o ntri b ute e ff e cti vel y t o pr o m oti n g j ustic e, 
we m a k e e ver y e ff ort t o a n al y z e sit u ati o ns, t o l a y b are t he rel ati o n-
s hi p of i n di vi d u al c as es t o str uct ur al c a us es.” 7      

I n t he s u m mer of 2 0 0 7, N or m a n C o nti, a s o ci ol o g y pr o-
fess or at D u q ues ne U ni versit y, s et u p D u q ues ne’s first I nsi de- O ut 
c o urs e at S CI- Cress o n, a c orre cti o n al f a cilit y i n Cress o n To w ns hi p 
ne ar Alt o o n a, Pe n ns yl v a ni a. Alt h o u g h t he pris o n w as a t w o- h o ur 
dri ve fr o m c a m p us, he a n d si xte e n de dic ate d st u de nts le a pt at t he 
o p p ort u nit y. F oll o wi n g t h at pil ot, N or m ne xt t a u g ht s e ver al cl ass-
es at t he Alle g he n y C o u nt y Jail i n Pitts b ur g h, a n d t he n m o ve d t he 
pr o gr a m t o S CI- Pitts b ur g h, a c orre cti o n al f a cilit y i n Pitts b ur g h, 
f or t w o s e mesters. 

e U ni versit y i nte gr ate d t hes e cl ass es i nt o its c urric ul u m 
as p art of t he J ustiti a L e ar ni n g C o m m u nit y, est a blis he d ar o u n d 
t he g ui di n g pri nci ples of j ustic e a n d c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt.8  
Si nc e its i nc e pti o n, t he J ustiti a c o m m u nit y h as f u ncti o ne d as a 
pri m ar y dri ver f or I nsi de- O ut at D u q ues ne. 

E L SI N O R E B E N N U T HI N K T A N K 
F O R R E S T O R A TI V E J U S TI C E

F u n d a me nt al t o t he I nsi de- O ut m o ve me nt h as b e e n 
t he cre ati o n of t hi n k t a n ks, t hr o u g h w hic h v ari o us c o m bi n a-
ti o ns of i nsi ders a n d o utsi ders (i ncl u di n g ret ur ni n g citiz e ns, 
i.e., t h os e ret ur ni n g fr o m i nc arc er ati o n t o s o ciet y) c o me 
t o g et her f or j oi nt pr oje cts t h at c o nti n ue t heir c o m mit me nt 
t o t he li b er ati n g, re fle cti o n- a cti o n d y n a mic of pr a xis.9  I n t he 
Pitts b ur g h c o nte xt, t his g er mi n ate d as a c ore gr o u p of me n 
wit hi n S CI- Pitts b ur g h e nr olle d i n all t hre e of t he I nsi de-
O ut cl ass es o ff ere d t hr o u g h D u q ues ne. I n 2 0 1 3, w a nti n g t o 
p us h t he c oll a b or ati ve le ar ni n g m o del e ve n f urt her, t he me n, 
t o g et her wit h N or m C o nti, f or me d a n I nsi de- O ut t hi n k t a n k 
t o me et we e kl y a n d de vel o p p olic y s ol uti o ns t o a d dress t he 
c arc er al st ate a n d t he i nj ustic e of r a c e. e y n a me d it t he 
Elsi n ore B e n n u i n k Ta n k f or R est or ati ve J ustic e. I n t he c ol-
l a b or ati ve s pirit of t he gr o u p, “ Elsi n ore ” (t he c urs e d c astle i n 
H a mlet) w as N or m’s i de a, a n d “ B e n n u” (a n E g y pti a n s y m b ol 
of re birt h) w as pr o p os e d b y R al p h M al a k ki B ol de n, a n i nsi de 
me m b er. M ost of t hes e f o u n di n g me m b ers h a d b e e n c o n victe d 
of m ur der. e ol dest t w o h a d b e e n i nc arc er ate d si nc e t he 
1 9 7 0s a n d t he y o u n g est f or j ust o ver a de c a de. W hile all of 
t he m p assi o n atel y h o p e d f or e ve nt u al p ar ole or c o m m ut ati o n, 
n o ne h a d c o ncrete gr o u n ds t o e ver e x p e ct rele as e. Ne vert he-
less, t he y s a w o ne of t heir m aj or r oles as s u p p orti n g ot her 
i nc arc er ate d me n i n t heir pre p ar ati o ns f or re e ntr y. D u q ues ne 
st u de nts, ot her f a c ult y, a n d c o m m u nit y me m b ers re g ul arl y 
c a me t o t hes e we e kl y me eti n gs i nsi de t he f a cilit y, m a n y of 
t he m ulti m atel y j oi ni n g t he t hi n k t a n k t he ms el ves.

Fr o m 2 0 1 3 t o 2 0 1 7, t he t hi n k t a n k pr o d uc e d m a n y 
pr o gr a ms, p u blic ati o ns, a n d e ve nts, all of w hic h were me a nt 
t o f oster t he re c o g niti o n of t he c o m m o n h u m a nit y of t h os e i n-
si de a n d o utsi de c arc er al f a cilities, a n d t o us e t he m ut u al re c-
o g niti o n t o b uil d a c oll a b or ati ve pr o c ess of rest or ati ve j ustic e. 

is t o o k t he f or m of pr o gr a m mi n g i nsi de S CI- Pitts b ur g h; f or 
e x a m ple, t he E B T T de vel o p e d e ve nts li k e a “ Victi m’s D a y ” i n 
w hic h me n i nsi de t h at pris o n c o ul d c o me t o g et her t o c o nsi der 
h o w t he y h a d victi miz e d ot hers, a n d als o, h o w t he y t he m-
s el ves h a d s u ff ere d victi miz ati o n, wit h t he g o al of br ai nst or m-
i n g str ate gies t o st o p t his c ycle. e y s p o ns ore d t he s h o wi n g of 
Ett y, a p o werf ul pl a y a b o ut t he H ol o c a ust, i nsi de t he f a cilit y. 1 0  
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ne cti o ns a n d re c o g niz e t he si mil arities b et we e n b ot h victi miz ati o n 
a n d h ar mi n g ot hers. I n t his m o me nt, t he y re aliz e t h at i nc arc er at-
e d o ff e n ders are fre q ue ntl y t he victi ms of s o me i n di vi d u al or s o ci al 
h ar m.  

Fr o m t his a w a k e ni n g, t he y m o ve o n t o c as e st u dies of i n-
di vi d u al o ff e n ders pres e nte d i n n arr ati ve f or m. St u de nts are as k e d 
t o c o me u p wit h s o me me a ns f or de ali n g wit h t he h ar ms des cri b e d 
i n t he n arr ati ves i n a w orl d wit h o ut a cri mi n al j ustic e s yste m (i.e., 
h ar ms c a us e d as well as s u ff ere d b y t he c h ar a cters i n t he c as e st u d-
ies). is e xercis e is us ef ul f or s e p ar ati n g t he c o nc e pts of j ustic e 
a n d p u nis h me nt. O nc e t he st u de nts re aliz e t h at j ustic e d o es n ot 
ne c essit ate p u nis h me nt, t he y b e gi n re a di n g o n t he t o pic of rest or-
ati ve j ustic e i n or der t o p artici p ate i n a n e xercis e t h at de vel o ps o ne 
of t he c as e st u dies i nt o a r ole- pl a y of a “ p e a c e m a ki n g circle ” i n 
w hic h a n u m b er of st u de nts are gi ve n c h ar a cter b a c k gr o u n ds a n d 
as k e d t o us e t he m as a gr o u n di n g f or t heir p arts i n t he a cti vit y.  

es e cl ass pr oje cts f u ncti o n as vi vi d e x a m ples of h o w 
rest or ati ve j ustic e c a n b e us e d t o res ol ve re al w orl d pr o ble ms, 
o ff eri n g t he o p p ort u nit y f or t he de e p di al o g ue a n d i m a gi n ati ve 
re- cre ati n g of i nter p ers o n al a n d s o ciet al rel ati o ns hi ps t h at le a d t o 
tr a nsf or m ati ve li b er ati o n. I n s uc h e ff orts we als o he ar t he e c h o of 
t he S pirit a n R ule of Life: “ We c o u nt t he f oll o wi n g as c o nstit uti ve 
p arts of o ur missi o n of e v a n g eliz ati o n: t he ‘i nte gr al li b er ati o n’ of 
p e o ple, a cti o n f or j ustic e a n d p e a c e, a n d p artici p ati o n i n de vel o p-
me nt. . . . I n or der t o c o ntri b ute e ff e cti vel y t o pr o m oti n g j ustic e, 
we m a k e e ver y e ff ort t o a n al y z e sit u ati o ns, t o l a y b are t he rel ati o n-
s hi p of i n di vi d u al c as es t o str uct ur al c a us es.” 7      

I n t he s u m mer of 2 0 0 7, N or m a n C o nti, a s o ci ol o g y pr o-
fess or at D u q ues ne U ni versit y, s et u p D u q ues ne’s first I nsi de- O ut 
c o urs e at S CI- Cress o n, a c orre cti o n al f a cilit y i n Cress o n To w ns hi p 
ne ar Alt o o n a, Pe n ns yl v a ni a. Alt h o u g h t he pris o n w as a t w o- h o ur 
dri ve fr o m c a m p us, he a n d si xte e n de dic ate d st u de nts le a pt at t he 
o p p ort u nit y. F oll o wi n g t h at pil ot, N or m ne xt t a u g ht s e ver al cl ass-
es at t he Alle g he n y C o u nt y Jail i n Pitts b ur g h, a n d t he n m o ve d t he 
pr o gr a m t o S CI- Pitts b ur g h, a c orre cti o n al f a cilit y i n Pitts b ur g h, 
f or t w o s e mesters. 

e U ni versit y i nte gr ate d t hes e cl ass es i nt o its c urric ul u m 
as p art of t he J ustiti a L e ar ni n g C o m m u nit y, est a blis he d ar o u n d 
t he g ui di n g pri nci ples of j ustic e a n d c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt.8  
Si nc e its i nc e pti o n, t he J ustiti a c o m m u nit y h as f u ncti o ne d as a 
pri m ar y dri ver f or I nsi de- O ut at D u q ues ne. 

E L SI N O R E B E N N U T HI N K T A N K 
F O R R E S T O R A TI V E J U S TI C E

F u n d a me nt al t o t he I nsi de- O ut m o ve me nt h as b e e n 
t he cre ati o n of t hi n k t a n ks, t hr o u g h w hic h v ari o us c o m bi n a-
ti o ns of i nsi ders a n d o utsi ders (i ncl u di n g ret ur ni n g citiz e ns, 
i.e., t h os e ret ur ni n g fr o m i nc arc er ati o n t o s o ciet y) c o me 
t o g et her f or j oi nt pr oje cts t h at c o nti n ue t heir c o m mit me nt 
t o t he li b er ati n g, re fle cti o n- a cti o n d y n a mic of pr a xis.9  I n t he 
Pitts b ur g h c o nte xt, t his g er mi n ate d as a c ore gr o u p of me n 
wit hi n S CI- Pitts b ur g h e nr olle d i n all t hre e of t he I nsi de-
O ut cl ass es o ff ere d t hr o u g h D u q ues ne. I n 2 0 1 3, w a nti n g t o 
p us h t he c oll a b or ati ve le ar ni n g m o del e ve n f urt her, t he me n, 
t o g et her wit h N or m C o nti, f or me d a n I nsi de- O ut t hi n k t a n k 
t o me et we e kl y a n d de vel o p p olic y s ol uti o ns t o a d dress t he 
c arc er al st ate a n d t he i nj ustic e of r a c e. e y n a me d it t he 
Elsi n ore B e n n u i n k Ta n k f or R est or ati ve J ustic e. I n t he c ol-
l a b or ati ve s pirit of t he gr o u p, “ Elsi n ore ” (t he c urs e d c astle i n 
H a mlet) w as N or m’s i de a, a n d “ B e n n u” (a n E g y pti a n s y m b ol 
of re birt h) w as pr o p os e d b y R al p h M al a k ki B ol de n, a n i nsi de 
me m b er. M ost of t hes e f o u n di n g me m b ers h a d b e e n c o n victe d 
of m ur der. e ol dest t w o h a d b e e n i nc arc er ate d si nc e t he 
1 9 7 0s a n d t he y o u n g est f or j ust o ver a de c a de. W hile all of 
t he m p assi o n atel y h o p e d f or e ve nt u al p ar ole or c o m m ut ati o n, 
n o ne h a d c o ncrete gr o u n ds t o e ver e x p e ct rele as e. Ne vert he-
less, t he y s a w o ne of t heir m aj or r oles as s u p p orti n g ot her 
i nc arc er ate d me n i n t heir pre p ar ati o ns f or re e ntr y. D u q ues ne 
st u de nts, ot her f a c ult y, a n d c o m m u nit y me m b ers re g ul arl y 
c a me t o t hes e we e kl y me eti n gs i nsi de t he f a cilit y, m a n y of 
t he m ulti m atel y j oi ni n g t he t hi n k t a n k t he ms el ves.

Fr o m 2 0 1 3 t o 2 0 1 7, t he t hi n k t a n k pr o d u c e d m a n y 
pr o gr a ms, p u blic ati o ns, a n d e ve nts, all of w hic h were me a nt 
t o f oster t he re c o g niti o n of t he c o m m o n h u m a nit y of t h os e i n-
si de a n d o utsi de c arc er al f a cilities, a n d t o us e t he m ut u al re c-
o g niti o n t o b uil d a c oll a b or ati ve pr o c ess of rest or ati ve j ustic e. 

is t o o k t he f or m of pr o gr a m mi n g i nsi de S CI- Pitts b ur g h; f or 
e x a m ple, t he E B T T de vel o p e d e ve nts li k e a “ Victi m’s D a y ” i n 
w hic h me n i nsi de t h at pris o n c o ul d c o me t o g et her t o c o nsi der 
h o w t he y h a d victi miz e d ot hers, a n d als o, h o w t he y t he m-
s el ves h a d s u ff ere d victi miz ati o n, wit h t he g o al of br ai nst or m-
i n g str ate gies t o st o p t his c ycle. e y s p o ns ore d t he s h o wi n g of 
Ett y, a p o werf ul pl a y a b o ut t he H ol o c a ust, i nsi de t he f a cilit y. 1 0  
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Me m b ers als o s e nt t heir v oic es o ver pris o n w alls t hr o u g h pr oje cts 
li k e a n art f air at D u q ues ne’s g aller y s p a c e fe at uri n g w or k cre ate d 
b y t he i nc arc er ate d, a n d a b o o k of writi n gs b y E B T T me m b ers 
c alle d Life S e nte nc es: Writi n gs fr o m a n A meric a n Pris o n ( B elt 
Press, 2 0 1 9).

W he n S CI- Pitts b ur g h cl os e d i n 2 0 1 7 a n d i nsi de me m b ers 
were m o ve d t o f a cilities t hr o u g h o ut Wester n Pe n ns yl v a ni a, t he 
E B T T t o o k o n a ne w f or m, me eti n g o utsi de of a pris o n s etti n g, 
at D u q ues ne U ni versit y its elf, a n d bri n gi n g t o g et her ret ur ni n g 
citiz e ns wit h a cti vists, artists, p olic e o ffi c ers, p olitic al le a ders, pr o-
fess ors a n d st u de nts. At t he s a me ti me, t hre e of t he ori gi n al i nsi de 
me m b ers, wit h t he hel p of G a n n o n a n d Merc y h urst U ni versities, 
f or me d a ne w t hi n k t a n k wit hi n S CI- Al bi o n i n n ort h wester n 
Pe n ns yl v a ni a. As t he Ne w D esti n y i n k Ta n k f or R est or ati ve 
J ustic e, t he y h a ve cre ate d a s eries of e ve nts a n d pr o gr a ms f o c us e d 
o n j u ve nile o ff e n ders a n d s u p p ort f or y o u n g p e o ple i n g e ner al.

P O LI C E T R AI NI N G I N SI D E- O U T
O ne of o ur m ost a m biti o us E B T T i niti ati ves is a le ar ni n g 

e xc h a n g e wit h i nc arc er ate d me n a n d Pitts b ur g h P olic e o ffi c ers. 
e si x ori gi n al i nsi de me m b ers at S CI- Pitts b ur g h a n d N or m 

s p e nt ye ars de vel o pi n g a n a ncill ar y c urric ul u m f or p olic e a c a de m y 
tr ai ni n g. e t hre e- cre dit c o urs e, w hic h us es a m o di fie d versi o n 
of t he I nsi de- O ut c urric ul u m, bri n gs p olic e re cr uits t o g et her 
wit h i nc arc er ate d me n t o st u d y cri mi n al j ustic e p olic y. A d di n g 
t his ne w c urric ul u m t o tr a diti o n al a c a de m y tr ai ni n g is i nte n de d 
t o hel p re cr uits de vel o p a m ore n u a nc e d pr ofessi o n al visi o n. F or 
t he i nc arc er ate d st u de nts, t heir c o urs e w or k als o e m p o wers t he m 
t o s e e t he h u m a nit y i n a gr o u p of p e o ple —t he p olic e — w h o m 
t he y h a d s e e n o nl y as a d vers aries. e Pitts b ur g h B ure a u of P olic e 
p art nere d wit h t he E B T T o n t his c o urs e, a n d n o w, w or ki n g wit h 
D u q ues ne U ni versit y a n d t he Pe n ns yl v a ni a D e p art me nt of C or-
re cti o ns, t heir p olic e re cr uits g o t hr o u g h it as a re g ul ar p art of 
t heir a c a de m y tr ai ni n g. 

P olic e Tr ai ni n g I nsi de- O ut ( P TI- O) is a res p o ns e t o t he 
wi del y a c c e pte d fi n di n g t h at tr a diti o n al tr ai ni n g met h o ds are f ail-
i n g ne w o ffi c ers a n d t heir de p art me nts. Tr a diti o n al tr ai ni n g pr o-
m otes t he t y p e of us vs. t he m me nt alit y t h at u n der mi nes t he b est 
e ff orts of l a w e nf orc e me nt wit hi n t he c o m m u nities t he y s er ve. 
P TI- O a p pr o a c hes p olici n g fr o m a s o ci al pr o ble ms p ers p e cti ve, 
e m p h asizi n g t he pr o ble ms t h at p olic e res p o n d t o, t he pr o ble ms 

t h at t he y cre ate, t he pr o ble ms t h at t he y s u ff er fr o m, a n d h o w 
t heir pr ofessi o n al visi o n c o ntri b utes t o e a c h of t hes e pr o ble ms. 

e c urric ul u m all o ws t he t w o gr o u ps t o s e e e a c h ot her — a n d 
t he ms el ves — as p e o ple wit h veste d i nterests i n t heir s h are d c o m-
m u nities. 

R e cr uits te n d t o e nter o ur cl assr o o m wit h a s et of s uc h 
us vs. t he m bi as es t o w ar d t he i nc arc er ate d, h a vi n g he ar d fr o m 
s o me s e ni or o ffi c ers t h at p artici p ati o n i n t his s ort of t hi n g w o ul d 
m a k e t he m “s oft ” a n d c o ul d b e d a n g er o us. e y e nc o u nter t heir 
i nsi de cl ass m ates a n d, after a s eries of ic e bre a k er a cti vities, t heir 
e xcite me nt b e c o mes visi ble as t he y t a k e p art i n t he j o y of le ar ni n g 
a cr oss t heir pre c o nc ei ve d b o u n d aries. As S CI- Pitts b ur g h w as cl os-
i n g, t he Pitts b ur g h p olic e de p art me nt m a de P TI- O a p er m a ne nt 
c o m p o ne nt of its a c a de m y tr ai ni n g a n d a gre e d t o s e n d all f ut ure 
re cr uits t o c o urs e me eti n gs at a n ot her i nstit uti o n. M ore o ver, a d-
mi nistr at ors fr o m a n u m b er of l o c al f a cilities were cl a m ori n g f or 
t he pr o gr a m, a n d E B T T me m b ers h a ve si nc e f a cilit ate d si x P TI-
O c o urs es at S CI- Fa yette, a f a cilit y o ne h o ur s o ut h of Pitts b ur g h. 

A N E W I NI TI A TI V E: T H E H O U S E O F LI F E
O ne of t he f o u n di n g me m b ers of o ur t hi n k t a n k, R al p h 

M al a k ki B ol de n, m ai nt ai ns a n i nterest i n E g y pti a n m yt h ol o g y 
t h at br o u g ht us t he B e n n u (a s y m b ol of re birt h) i n o ur n a me, as 
well as a n u m b er of ot her i m p ort a nt g ui di n g met a p h ors f or o ur 
w or k. e D u at, t he u n der w orl d (i.e., t he re al m of t he de a d) h as 
b e c o me ess e nti al f or o ur u n derst a n di n g of t he p ote nti al t h at me n 
a n d w o me n f a ci n g life s e nte nc es h a ve f or c h a n gi n g t he w orl d. 1 1  

e D u at is a pl a c e of j u d g me nt w here s o uls cr oss o ver t o le ar n, 
f a c e c h alle n g es, a n d p ote nti all y b e ass ess e d f or res urre cti o n.  
S o me s o uls b e c o me tr a p p e d i n t he D u at, pr o vi di n g a n o p p ort u-
nit y f or t he m t o s er ve as te a c hers t o ot hers i n t heir or de als. is 
is a n o b vi o us p ar allel t o t he str u g gle a c c e pte d b y m a n y p e o ple 
f a ci n g life s e nte nc es wit h o ut t he p ossi bilit y of p ar ole. r o u g h t he 
a d versities of c o n fi ne me nt, t he li ves of t hes e me n a n d w o me n g ai n 
gre ater me a ni n g a n d all o w t he m t o m a k e a p ositi ve i m p a ct o n t he 
l ar g er w orl d. e D u at-li k e e xiste nc e of a life s e nte nc e, i n Freire-
a n c o ns ci o us ness, c o ul d e asil y b e c o me a re al m of “sile nc e ” f or 
t h os e f at alistic all y resi g ne d t o it. I nste a d, it h as b e c o me a “ g e ner a-
ti ve t he me ” t hr o u g h w hic h t he i nc arc er ate d p e o ple a c hie ve a ki n d 
of li b er ati o n t hr o u g h t heir te a c hi n g a n d me nt ori n g r ole. 1 2

is met a p h or is als o o bs er ve d i n t he wi del y- pr ais e d w or k 

e i nc arcer ate d 
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Me m b ers als o s e nt t heir v oic es o ver pris o n w alls t hr o u g h pr oje cts 
li k e a n art f air at D u q ues ne’s g aller y s p a c e fe at uri n g w or k cre ate d 
b y t he i nc arc er ate d, a n d a b o o k of writi n gs b y E B T T me m b ers 
c alle d Lif e S e nte nc es: Writi n gs fr o m a n A meric a n Pris o n ( B elt 
Press, 2 0 1 9).

W he n S CI- Pitts b ur g h cl os e d i n 2 0 1 7 a n d i nsi de me m b ers 
were m o ve d t o f a cilities t hr o u g h o ut Wester n Pe n ns yl v a ni a, t he 
E B T T t o o k o n a ne w f or m, me eti n g o utsi de of a pris o n s etti n g, 
at D u q ues ne U ni versit y its elf, a n d bri n gi n g t o g et her ret ur ni n g 
citiz e ns wit h a cti vists, artists, p olic e o ffi c ers, p olitic al le a ders, pr o-
fess ors a n d st u de nts. At t he s a me ti me, t hre e of t he ori gi n al i nsi de 
me m b ers, wit h t he hel p of G a n n o n a n d Merc y h urst U ni versities, 
f or me d a ne w t hi n k t a n k wit hi n S CI- Al bi o n i n n ort h wester n 
Pe n ns yl v a ni a. As t he Ne w D esti n y i n k Ta n k f or R est or ati ve 
J ustic e, t he y h a ve cre ate d a s eries of e ve nts a n d pr o gr a ms f o c us e d 
o n j u ve nile o ff e n ders a n d s u p p ort f or y o u n g p e o ple i n g e ner al.

P O LI C E T R AI NI N G I N SI D E- O U T
O ne of o ur m ost a m biti o us E B T T i niti ati ves is a le ar ni n g 

e xc h a n g e wit h i nc arc er ate d me n a n d Pitts b ur g h P olic e o ffi c ers. 
e si x ori gi n al i nsi de me m b ers at S CI- Pitts b ur g h a n d N or m 

s p e nt ye ars de vel o pi n g a n a ncill ar y c urric ul u m f or p olic e a c a de m y 
tr ai ni n g. e t hre e- cre dit c o urs e, w hic h us es a m o di fie d versi o n 
of t he I nsi de- O ut c urric ul u m, bri n gs p olic e re cr uits t o g et her 
wit h i nc arc er ate d me n t o st u d y cri mi n al j ustic e p olic y. A d di n g 
t his ne w c urric ul u m t o tr a diti o n al a c a de m y tr ai ni n g is i nte n de d 
t o hel p re cr uits de vel o p a m ore n u a nc e d pr ofessi o n al visi o n. F or 
t he i nc arc er ate d st u de nts, t heir c o urs e w or k als o e m p o wers t he m 
t o s e e t he h u m a nit y i n a gr o u p of p e o ple —t he p olic e — w h o m 
t he y h a d s e e n o nl y as a d vers aries. e Pitts b ur g h B ure a u of P olic e 
p art nere d wit h t he E B T T o n t his c o urs e, a n d n o w, w or ki n g wit h 
D u q ues ne U ni versit y a n d t he Pe n ns yl v a ni a D e p art me nt of C or-
re cti o ns, t heir p olic e re cr uits g o t hr o u g h it as a re g ul ar p art of 
t heir a c a de m y tr ai ni n g. 

P olic e Tr ai ni n g I nsi de- O ut ( P TI- O) is a res p o ns e t o t he 
wi del y a c c e pte d fi n di n g t h at tr a diti o n al tr ai ni n g met h o ds are f ail-
i n g ne w o ffi c ers a n d t heir de p art me nts. Tr a diti o n al tr ai ni n g pr o-
m otes t he t y p e of us vs. t he m me nt alit y t h at u n der mi nes t he b est 
e ff orts of l a w e nf orc e me nt wit hi n t he c o m m u nities t he y s er ve. 
P TI- O a p pr o a c hes p olici n g fr o m a s o ci al pr o ble ms p ers p e cti ve, 
e m p h asizi n g t he pr o ble ms t h at p olic e res p o n d t o, t he pr o ble ms 

t h at t he y cre ate, t he pr o ble ms t h at t he y s u ff er fr o m, a n d h o w 
t heir pr of essi o n al visi o n c o ntri b utes t o e a c h of t hes e pr o ble ms. 

e c urric ul u m all o ws t he t w o gr o u ps t o s e e e a c h ot her — a n d 
t he ms el ves — as p e o ple wit h veste d i nterests i n t heir s h are d c o m-
m u nities. 

R e cr uits te n d t o e nter o ur cl assr o o m wit h a s et of s u c h 
us vs. t he m bi as es t o w ar d t he i nc arc er ate d, h a vi n g he ar d fr o m 
s o me s e ni or o ffi c ers t h at p artici p ati o n i n t his s ort of t hi n g w o ul d 
m a k e t he m “s oft ” a n d c o ul d b e d a n g er o us. e y e nc o u nter t heir 
i nsi de cl ass m ates a n d, after a s eries of ic e bre a k er a cti vities, t heir 
e xcite me nt b e c o mes visi ble as t he y t a k e p art i n t he j o y of le ar ni n g 
a cr oss t heir pre c o nc ei ve d b o u n d aries. As S CI- Pitts b ur g h w as cl os-
i n g, t he Pitts b ur g h p olic e de p art me nt m a de P TI- O a p er m a ne nt 
c o m p o ne nt of its a c a de m y tr ai ni n g a n d a gre e d t o s e n d all f ut ure 
re cr uits t o c o urs e me eti n gs at a n ot her i nstit uti o n. M ore o ver, a d-
mi nistr at ors fr o m a n u m b er of l o c al f a cilities were cl a m ori n g f or 
t he pr o gr a m, a n d E B T T me m b ers h a ve si nc e f a cilit ate d si x P TI-
O c o urs es at S CI- Fa yette, a f a cilit y o ne h o ur s o ut h of Pitts b ur g h. 

A N E W I NI TI A TI V E: T H E H O U S E O F LI F E
O ne of t he f o u n di n g me m b ers of o ur t hi n k t a n k, R al p h 

M al a k ki B ol de n, m ai nt ai ns a n i nterest i n E g y pti a n m yt h ol o g y 
t h at br o u g ht us t he B e n n u (a s y m b ol of re birt h) i n o ur n a me, as 
well as a n u m b er of ot her i m p ort a nt g ui di n g met a p h ors f or o ur 
w or k. e D u at, t he u n der w orl d (i.e., t he re al m of t he de a d) h as 
b e c o me ess e nti al f or o ur u n derst a n di n g of t he p ote nti al t h at me n 
a n d w o me n f a ci n g lif e s e nte nc es h a ve f or c h a n gi n g t he w orl d. 1 1  

e D u at is a pl a c e of j u d g me nt w here s o uls cr oss o ver t o le ar n, 
f a c e c h alle n g es, a n d p ote nti all y b e ass ess e d f or res urre cti o n.  
S o me s o uls b e c o me tr a p p e d i n t he D u at, pr o vi di n g a n o p p ort u-
nit y f or t he m t o s er ve as te a c hers t o ot hers i n t heir or de als. is 
is a n o b vi o us p ar allel t o t he str u g gle a c c e pte d b y m a n y p e o ple 
f a ci n g lif e s e nte nc es wit h o ut t he p ossi bilit y of p ar ole. r o u g h t he 
a d versities of c o n fi ne me nt, t he li ves of t hes e me n a n d w o me n g ai n 
gre ater me a ni n g a n d all o w t he m t o m a k e a p ositi ve i m p a ct o n t he 
l ar g er w orl d. e D u at-li k e e xiste nc e of a lif e s e nte nc e, i n Freire-
a n c o ns ci o us ness, c o ul d e asil y b e c o me a re al m of “sile nc e ” f or 
t h os e f at alistic all y resi g ne d t o it. I nste a d, it h as b e c o me a “ g e ner a-
ti ve t he me ” t hr o u g h w hic h t he i nc arc er ate d p e o ple a c hie ve a ki n d 
of li b er ati o n t hr o u g h t heir te a c hi n g a n d me nt ori n g r ole. 1 2

is met a p h or is als o o bs er ve d i n t he wi del y- pr ais e d w or k 

e i nc arcer ate d 
pe o ple ac hie ve  
a ki n d of  
li ber ati o n t hr o ug h 
t heir te ac hi ng  
a n d me nt ori ng 
r ole.

eir e xcite me nt 
bec o mes visi ble  
as t hey t a ke p art 
i n t he j oy of 
le ar ni ng acr oss 
t heir prec o ncei ve d 
b o u n d aries.

A le ar ni ng  
e xc h a nge wit h 
i nc arcer ate d me n 
a n d Pitts b urg h 
P olice o fficers. 



H o r i z o n s

1 6 4 1 65

N or m C o nti, Ri c k M c C o w n a n d M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n

of e F ort u ne S o ciet y, i n Ne w Y or k Cit y. 1 3  I ns pire d b y a s eries of 
di al o g ues f oll o wi n g a p erf or m a nc e of J o h n Her b ert’s e F ort u ne 
i n Me n’s E yes i n t he l ate 1 9 6 0s, a gr o u p of p e o ple i m p a cte d b y t he 
cri mi n al j ustic e s yste m b e g a n a c a m p ai g n f or p u blic e d uc ati o n, 
h u m a n ri g hts, a n d dire ct s er vic es f or ret ur ni n g citiz e ns a n d t heir 
f a milies. Si nc e t he l ate 1 9 6 0s, e F ort u ne S o ciet y h as gr o w n i nt o 
o ne of o ur n ati o n’s pre mier re e ntr y s er vic es or g a niz ati o ns, s er vi n g 
7, 0 0 0 of Ne w Y or k Cit y’s ret ur ni n g citiz e ns e ver y ye ar. e m ost 
t a n gi ble ele me nt of t heir s u c c ess c a n b e o bs er ve d i n t heir te m p o-
r ar y a n d p er m a ne nt h o usi n g f a cilities i n West H arle m, w hic h a c-
c e pt me n a n d w o me n u p o n rele as e. H o us e d i n a G ot hic b uil di n g 
t h at h a d o nc e b e e n a girls’ s c h o ol, st a ff e d i n p art b y p e o ple wit h 
a hist or y of i nc arc er ati o n, a n d f o n dl y referre d t o as “t he C astle,” 
t he f a cilit y neit her l o o ks n or fe els li k e a c o n ve nti o n al h alf- w a y 
h o us e or re e ntr y c e nter. A d diti o n all y, e F ort u ne S o ciet y b uilt a n 
e n vir o n me nt all y s ust ai n a ble, mi xe d- us e b uil di n g t o h o us e j ustic e-
i n v ol ve d citiz e ns as well as c o m m u nit y me m b ers f a ci n g h o meless-
ness. e st a ff hel ps t o me di ate b et we e n l a n dl or ds a n d f or merl y 
i nc arc er ate d p e o ple t o e ns ure a c c ess t o s afe, st a ble, a n d a ff or d a ble 
h o usi n g f or t h os e le a vi n g t heir f a cilities. M ore o ver, t he A c a de m y 
h ol ds urs d a y ni g ht c o m m u nit y me eti n gs ver y si mil ar t o o ur 
o w n t hi n k t a n k me eti n gs. 

e E B T T h as dr afte d a pr o p os al t o cre ate o ur o w n ver-
si o n of e F ort u ne S o ciet y’s e n de a v or t h at w o ul d m a k e gre ater 
us e of o ur de e p c o n ne cti o ns t o b ot h t h os e w h o h a ve s er ve d life 
a n d u ni versities. M al a k ki o nc e n ote d t h at m aj or a ncie nt E g y pti a n 
cities i ncl u de d te m ples c alle d “ e H o us e of Life,” ess e nti all y 
li br aries, st a ff e d b y hi g h priests, c o nt ai ni n g all of t he a c c u m ul ate d 
c ult ur al k n o wle d g e. We are o ff eri n g a c o nte m p or ar y rei m a gi n-
i n g of t hes e sites as bric k- a n d- m ort ar t hi n k t a n ks t h at w o ul d 
h o us e c o m m ute d “ Lifers” – f or merl y i nc arc er ate d p e o ple w h os e life 
s e nte nc es h a ve b e e n c o m m ute d – a n d s er ve as k e y i m p a ct p oi nts 
f or c o m m u nit y de vel o p me nt i niti ati ves u n dert a k e n i n p art ner-
s hi p wit h u ni versities, l o c al g o ver n me nt, a n d ot her ci vic all y-
e n g a g e d or g a niz ati o ns. es e c o m m ute d Lifers w o ul d als o w or k 
as fr o ntli ne a cti vists i n c oll a b or ati o n wit h t he c o m mitte d me n a n d 
w o me n o n t he “i nsi de,” w h o re m ai n te a c hers wit h t h os e w h o are 
c urre ntl y p assi n g t hr o u g h a c arc er al e x p erie nc e. 

ere are Lifers o n b ot h si des of pris o n w alls w h o are as 
c o m mitte d t o e n di n g m ass i nc arc er ati o n as were a b oliti o nists t o 
e n di n g t he h orr ors of sl a ver y.1 4  e H o us e of Life w o ul d e m p o wer 

h u n dre ds of life-s e nte nc e d a n d l o n g-ter m s e nte nc e d me n a n d 
w o me n t o w ar d t his g o al. Wit h or wit h o ut a n e ye t o w ar d t heir 
o w n p ote nti al c o m m ut ati o n, t he y w o ul d w or k t hr o u g h t his i niti a-
ti ve t o a cti vel y re cr uit a n d e d uc ate t he m ost pr o misi n g of t heir 
s h orter-ter m fell o w i nc arc er ate d citiz e ns i n pre p ar ati o n f or e ve n-
t u al c are ers o n t he o utsi de. e H o us e of Life w o ul d b e a f urt her 
ste p t o w ar d f or m alizi n g a n d t heref ore stre n gt he ni n g t he r ole t h at 
s o m a n y Lifers alre a d y pl a y wit hi n pris o ns.

C O N C L U SI O N: R E S O N A N C E WI T H S PI RI T A N MI S SI O N
D u q ues ne U ni versit y’s versi o n of I nsi de- O ut, al o n g wit h 

E B T T a n d t he pr o p os e d H o us e of Life, o ff er a b u n d a nt e vi de nc e 
of a u ni q ue c o m bi n ati o n of S pirit a n a n d Freire a n s e nsi bilities i n 
s er vic e of e d uc ati o n a n d j ustic e. is is es p e ci all y e vi de nt i n t he 
f oll o wi n g di me nsi o ns:

A n o p e n- e n de d, missi o n al pri orit y f or li b er ati o n fr o m o p-
pressi o n. C ore t o S pirit a n missi o n is o p e n ness t o t he pr o m pti n gs 
of t he H ol y S pirit, a n d le d b y t hes e pr o m pti n gs, t heir f o u n ders 
a n d me m b ers c o nti n u all y h a ve pr o m ote d e ff orts t o e nc ult ur ate t he 
C hristi a n g os p el i n di vers e s etti n gs. Si nc e t his is a g os p el pr o-
cl ai mi n g “ gl a d ti di n gs t o t he p o or ” a n d “li b er ati o n t o c a pti ves,” 
S pirit a ns are dr a w n i nt o t h os e s etti n gs w here gre at p o vert y a n d 
o p pressi o n e xist. S pirit a n l ore a b o u n ds wit h st ories of c o n gre g a-
ti o n me m b ers s etti n g o ut i nt o ne w e n de a v ors wit h mi ni m al pl a n-
ni n g a n d res o urc es, z e al o us t o s er ve. 

O ne s uc h s etti n g are t he f a vel as (l o w-i nc o me sl u m nei g h-
b or h o o ds) of Br a zil w here t he S pirit a n a p pr o a c h t o missi o n a n d 
Freire a n met h o d ol o g y c o me t o g et her. O ne S pirit a n, Pat Cl ar k e, 
b e c a me frie n ds wit h Pa ul o Freire i n 1 9 7 4. He we nt t o Br a zil t w o 
ye ars l ater as a ne wl y or d ai ne d priest a n d li ve d i n o ne of t hes e 
f a vel as, Vil a Pr u de nte, i n S a o Pa ul o cit y.  Pat re me m b ere d Freire’s 
a d vic e, “ D o n’t b e gi n wit h re a d y- m a de a ns wers a n d re a d y- m a de 
pr oje cts. B e a fl y o n t he w all u ntil y o u k n o w w h at t he p e o ple are 
t al ki n g a b o ut. e n us e y o ur te a c her-le ar ner s kills t o hel p t he m 
b e c o me e m p o were d.”  1 5  R at her t h a n res p o n di n g t o t he i m me di ate 
de m a n ds f or a s o u p kit c he n a n d f o o d h a n d o uts, “ Pat hit u p o n t he 
i de a t h at tr a nsf or m ati o n h a d t o b e gi n n ot o nl y fr o m wit h o ut, b ut 
als o a n d f u n d a me nt all y, fr o m wit hi n.”  1 6  He re c o g niz e d “t h at c ul-
t ure w as f o o d t o o. F o o d f or t he he art a n d t he s o ul.” He f o u n de d a 
C e nter f or C ult ure a n d t he Arts, n o w o ver f ort y ye ars i n e xiste nc e, 
pr o vi di n g a n o asis of a ffir m ati o n f or t he y o ut h of Vil a Pr u de nte. 
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as c o m mitte d 
t o e n di ng m ass 
i nc arcer ati o n as 
were a b oliti o nists 
t o e n di ng  
t he h orr ors  
of sl a very.

e S pirit a n  
a p pr o ac h  
t o missi o n  
a n d Freire a n 
met h o d ol og y  
c o me t oget her.



H o r i z o n s

1 6 4 1 65

N or m C o nti, Ri c k M c C o w n a n d M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n

of e F ort u ne S o ciet y, i n Ne w Y or k Cit y. 1 3  I ns pire d b y a s eries of 
di al o g ues f oll o wi n g a p erf or m a nc e of J o h n Her b ert’s e F ort u ne 
i n Me n’s E yes i n t he l ate 1 9 6 0s, a gr o u p of p e o ple i m p a cte d b y t he 
cri mi n al j ustic e s yste m b e g a n a c a m p ai g n f or p u blic e d uc ati o n, 
h u m a n ri g hts, a n d dire ct s er vic es f or ret ur ni n g citiz e ns a n d t heir 
f a milies. Si nc e t he l ate 1 9 6 0s, e F ort u ne S o ciet y h as gr o w n i nt o 
o ne of o ur n ati o n’s pre mier re e ntr y s er vic es or g a niz ati o ns, s er vi n g 
7, 0 0 0 of Ne w Y or k Cit y’s ret ur ni n g citiz e ns e ver y ye ar. e m ost 
t a n gi ble ele me nt of t heir s u c c ess c a n b e o bs er ve d i n t heir te m p o-
r ar y a n d p er m a ne nt h o usi n g f a cilities i n West H arle m, w hic h a c-
c e pt me n a n d w o me n u p o n rele as e. H o us e d i n a G ot hic b uil di n g 
t h at h a d o nc e b e e n a girls’ s c h o ol, st a ff e d i n p art b y p e o ple wit h 
a hist or y of i nc arc er ati o n, a n d f o n dl y referre d t o as “t he C astle,” 
t he f a cilit y neit her l o o ks n or fe els li k e a c o n ve nti o n al h alf- w a y 
h o us e or re e ntr y c e nter. A d diti o n all y, e F ort u ne S o ciet y b uilt a n 
e n vir o n me nt all y s ust ai n a ble, mi xe d- us e b uil di n g t o h o us e j ustic e-
i n v ol ve d citiz e ns as well as c o m m u nit y me m b ers f a ci n g h o meless-
ness. e st a ff hel ps t o me di ate b et we e n l a n dl or ds a n d f or merl y 
i nc arc er ate d p e o ple t o e ns ure a c c ess t o s afe, st a ble, a n d a ff or d a ble 
h o usi n g f or t h os e le a vi n g t heir f a cilities. M ore o ver, t he A c a de m y 
h ol ds urs d a y ni g ht c o m m u nit y me eti n gs ver y si mil ar t o o ur 
o w n t hi n k t a n k me eti n gs. 

e E B T T h as dr afte d a pr o p os al t o cre ate o ur o w n ver-
si o n of e F ort u ne S o ciet y’s e n de a v or t h at w o ul d m a k e gre ater 
us e of o ur de e p c o n ne cti o ns t o b ot h t h os e w h o h a ve s er ve d life 
a n d u ni versities. M al a k ki o nc e n ote d t h at m aj or a ncie nt E g y pti a n 
cities i ncl u de d te m ples c alle d “ e H o us e of Life,” ess e nti all y 
li br aries, st a ff e d b y hi g h priests, c o nt ai ni n g all of t he a c c u m ul ate d 
c ult ur al k n o wle d g e. We are o ff eri n g a c o nte m p or ar y rei m a gi n-
i n g of t hes e sites as bric k- a n d- m ort ar t hi n k t a n ks t h at w o ul d 
h o us e c o m m ute d “ Lifers” – f or merl y i nc arc er ate d p e o ple w h os e life 
s e nte nc es h a ve b e e n c o m m ute d – a n d s er ve as k e y i m p a ct p oi nts 
f or c o m m u nit y de vel o p me nt i niti ati ves u n dert a k e n i n p art ner-
s hi p wit h u ni versities, l o c al g o ver n me nt, a n d ot her ci vic all y-
e n g a g e d or g a niz ati o ns. es e c o m m ute d Lifers w o ul d als o w or k 
as fr o ntli ne a cti vists i n c oll a b or ati o n wit h t he c o m mitte d me n a n d 
w o me n o n t he “i nsi de,” w h o re m ai n te a c hers wit h t h os e w h o are 
c urre ntl y p assi n g t hr o u g h a c arc er al e x p erie nc e. 

ere are Lifers o n b ot h si des of pris o n w alls w h o are as 
c o m mitte d t o e n di n g m ass i nc arc er ati o n as were a b oliti o nists t o 
e n di n g t he h orr ors of sl a ver y.1 4  e H o us e of Life w o ul d e m p o wer 

h u n dre ds of lif e-s e nte nc e d a n d l o n g-ter m s e nte nc e d me n a n d 
w o me n t o w ar d t his g o al. Wit h or wit h o ut a n e ye t o w ar d t heir 
o w n p ote nti al c o m m ut ati o n, t he y w o ul d w or k t hr o u g h t his i niti a-
ti ve t o a cti vel y re cr uit a n d e d u c ate t he m ost pr o misi n g of t heir 
s h orter-ter m f ell o w i nc arc er ate d citiz e ns i n pre p ar ati o n f or e ve n-
t u al c are ers o n t he o utsi de. e H o us e of Lif e w o ul d b e a f urt her 
ste p t o w ar d f or m alizi n g a n d t heref ore stre n gt he ni n g t he r ole t h at 
s o m a n y Lif ers alre a d y pl a y wit hi n pris o ns.

C O N C L U SI O N: R E S O N A N C E WI T H S PI RI T A N MI S SI O N
D u q ues ne U ni versit y’s versi o n of I nsi de- O ut, al o n g wit h 

E B T T a n d t he pr o p os e d H o us e of Lif e, o ff er a b u n d a nt e vi de nc e 
of a u ni q ue c o m bi n ati o n of S pirit a n a n d Freire a n s e nsi bilities i n 
s er vic e of e d u c ati o n a n d j ustic e. is is es p e ci all y e vi de nt i n t he 
f oll o wi n g di me nsi o ns:

A n o p e n- e n de d, missi o n al pri orit y f or li b er ati o n fr o m o p-
pressi o n. C ore t o S pirit a n missi o n is o p e n ness t o t he pr o m pti n gs 
of t he H ol y S pirit, a n d le d b y t hes e pr o m pti n gs, t heir f o u n ders 
a n d me m b ers c o nti n u all y h a ve pr o m ote d e ff orts t o e nc ult ur ate t he 
C hristi a n g os p el i n di vers e s etti n gs. Si nc e t his is a g os p el pr o-
cl ai mi n g “ gl a d ti di n gs t o t he p o or ” a n d “li b er ati o n t o c a pti ves,” 
S pirit a ns are dr a w n i nt o t h os e s etti n gs w here gre at p o vert y a n d 
o p pressi o n e xist. S pirit a n l ore a b o u n ds wit h st ories of c o n gre g a-
ti o n me m b ers s etti n g o ut i nt o ne w e n de a v ors wit h mi ni m al pl a n-
ni n g a n d res o urc es, z e al o us t o s er ve. 

O ne s u c h s etti n g are t he f a vel as (l o w-i nc o me sl u m nei g h-
b or h o o ds) of Br a zil w here t he S pirit a n a p pr o a c h t o missi o n a n d 
Freire a n met h o d ol o g y c o me t o g et her. O ne S pirit a n, Pat Cl ar k e, 
b e c a me frie n ds wit h Pa ul o Freire i n 1 9 7 4. He we nt t o Br a zil t w o 
ye ars l ater as a ne wl y or d ai ne d priest a n d li ve d i n o ne of t hes e 
f a vel as, Vil a Pr u de nte, i n S a o Pa ul o cit y.  Pat re me m b ere d Freire’s 
a d vic e, “ D o n’t b e gi n wit h re a d y- m a de a ns wers a n d re a d y- m a de 
pr oje cts. B e a fl y o n t he w all u ntil y o u k n o w w h at t he p e o ple are 
t al ki n g a b o ut. e n us e y o ur te a c her-le ar ner s kills t o hel p t he m 
b e c o me e m p o were d.”  1 5  R at her t h a n res p o n di n g t o t he i m me di ate 
de m a n ds f or a s o u p kit c he n a n d f o o d h a n d o uts, “ Pat hit u p o n t he 
i de a t h at tr a nsf or m ati o n h a d t o b e gi n n ot o nl y fr o m wit h o ut, b ut 
als o a n d f u n d a me nt all y, fr o m wit hi n.”  1 6  He re c o g niz e d “t h at c ul-
t ure w as f o o d t o o. F o o d f or t he he art a n d t he s o ul.” He f o u n de d a 
C e nter f or C ult ure a n d t he Arts, n o w o ver f ort y ye ars i n e xiste nc e, 
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N or m C o nti, Ri c k M c C o w n a n d M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n

Here t he y le ar n s elf-res p e ct a n d res p e ct f or ot hers a n d de vel o p a 
s e ns e of di g nit y a n d s elf- w ort h. 

e C e nter’s artists h a ve e x hi bite d i n g alleries t hr o u g h o ut 
Br a zil, as well as i n H o n g K o n g, t he U S A, a n d Irel a n d. “ e y are 
a ble t o t a p t he cre ati ve m yster y t h at is i n e ver y b o d y, t he dre a m 
t o b e a ble t o b elie ve i n a n d fe el a n d e x press t heir w ort h as h u m a n 
b ei n gs.”  1 7  I niti ati ves s uc h as I nsi de- O ut at D u q ues ne, t he E B T T 
a n d t he H o us e of Life s h o w a si mil ar e ner g y a n d deter mi n ati o n 
t o f o c us o n are as of gre atest ne e d a n d all o w cre ati ve e ff orts t o 
gr o w or g a nic all y t hr o u g h t he p artici p ati o n of di vers e st a k e h ol d-
ers.
P r a xis- o ri e nt e d i nt e r pl a y of r e fl ecti o n, di al o g u e, st u d y a n d 
acti o n. D u q ues ne U ni versit y o ff ers m a n y o p p ort u nities f or 
c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d le ar ni n g a n d a cti o n p art ners hi ps. 1 8  As e vi-
de nt i n t he i niti ati ves dis c uss e d i n t his article, e d uc ati o n al m o dels 
t h at bri n g t o g et her i nc arc er ate d p e o ple a n d ret ur ni n g citiz e ns 
wit h u ni versit y f a c ult y a n d st u de nts c a n yiel d ric h fr uits. Freire 
o ff ere d a h o p ef ul visi o n i n w hic h re v ol uti o n ar y le a der- e d uc at ors 
c o ul d s p o ns or “e d uc ati o n al pr oje cts” t o b e “c arrie d o ut wit h t he 
o p press e d i n t he pr o c ess of or g a nizi n g t he m.”  1 9  I n s o d oi n g, t he 
p e d a g o g y of t he o p press e d c o ul d m o ve fr o m its i niti al st a g e of 
li b er ati n g t he o p press e d t he ms el ves t o a s e c o n d st a g e i n w hic h it 
“ b e c o mes a p e d a g o g y of all [ p e o ple] i n t he pr o c ess of p er m a ne nt 
li b er ati o n.” 2 0  e i niti ati ves des cri b e d i n t his article e m b o d y s uc h 
e ff orts.
C r e ati o n of e d u c ati o n al s p ac es i n w hic h “ p ri vil e g e d ” a n d 
“ m a r gi n ali z e d ” p e o pl e l e a r n f r o m o n e a n ot h e r a n d b ec o m e 
o p e n t o t r a nsf o r m ati o n . I n a 1 9 8 3 c o n vers ati o n wit h U nite d 
St ates reli gi o us e d uc at ors, Freire s p o k e of t he f at alis m t h at of-
te n c h ar a cteriz es t he i de ol o g y of t he “ n o n- p o or ” as m uc h as t he 
“ p o or ” – a n d of its t wi n, des p air – wit h c y nicis m a n d i m m o bili-
z ati o n as fre q ue nt o ut c o mes. 2 1  S pirit a n a n d Freire a n-i n fl ue nc e d 
str ate gies f or p e d a g o g y a n d a cti o n o ff er a w a y b e y o n d s uc h i m-
m o biliz ati o n, as t he y are c h ar a cteriz e d b y e ff orts t o cre ate s p a c es 
of h os pit alit y a n d m ut u alit y “i n w hic h o b e die nc e t o tr ut h is 
pr a ctic e d.”  2 2  I nsi de- O ut a n d t he E B T T are p o werf ul e x a m ples of 
s uc h s p a c es. 

I n t he le g a c y of Cl a u de P o ull art des Pl a c es a n d Fr a ncis 
Li b er m a n n, t he i n here nt di g nit y a n d life-sit u ati o n of e a c h p artici-
p a nt is h o n ore d, w hile re c o g nizi n g t h at t he tr a nsf or m ati o n al c all-
i n gs of v ari o us gr o u ps will di ff er. 2 3  A str o n g c ult ure is f ostere d i n 

gr o u p me eti n gs of m ut u al welc o me a n d atte nti ve liste ni n g t o e a c h 
p ers o n’s c o ntri b uti o ns. As pr a ctic e d wit hi n t he S pirit a n et h os of 
D u q ues ne U ni versit y a n d t hr o u g h E B T T’s i niti ati ves, Freire’s h o p e 
i n t he gr o wt h of m ut u al l o ve c a n b e c o ncretel y re aliz e d: “ F o u n di n g 
its elf u p o n l o ve, h u milit y, a n d f ait h, di al o g ue b e c o mes a h oriz o nt al 
rel ati o ns hi p of w hic h m ut u al tr ust b et we e n t he di al o g uers is t he 
l o gic al c o ns e q ue nc e.” 2 4  A n d i n t he mess y, di ale ctic al e xc h a n g es t h at 
res ult, t he e ff e ct is a n e ff ort t o w ar d Freire’s e piste m ol o gic al visi o n, 
de e pl y c o ns o n a nt wit h t he C hristi a n G os p el’s h o p ef ul mess a g e as 
S pirit a ns s e e k t o e m b o d y it.

As p artici p a nts e n g a g e t o g et her i n critic al i nter pret ati o n 
of t he w orl d as t he y fi n d it, a ne w w orl d b e c o mes i m a gi n a ble. 
“ Wit h t he a d ve nt of t he e xiste nc e me n a n d w o me n cre ate d wit h 
t he m ateri als life pr o vi de d t he m, it b e c a me i m p ossi ble f or t he m t o 
b e pres e nt i n t he w orl d wit h o ut refere nc e t o a t o m orr o w.” 2 5 S u c h a 
h o p e d-f or t o m orr o w fi n ds a de e p e c h o i n Jes us’ i n vit ati o n t o w ar d 
t he Ki n g d o m of G o d.

Dr. Nor m a n C o nti,
Dr. Ric k Mc C o w n,

Dr. M a uree n O’ Brie n,
D u q ues ne U ni versity, Pitts b urg h.
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s e ns e of di g nit y a n d s elf- w ort h. 

e C e nter’s artists h a ve e x hi bite d i n g alleries t hr o u g h o ut 
Br a zil, as well as i n H o n g K o n g, t he U S A, a n d Irel a n d. “ e y are 
a ble t o t a p t he cre ati ve m yster y t h at is i n e ver y b o d y, t he dre a m 
t o b e a ble t o b elie ve i n a n d fe el a n d e x press t heir w ort h as h u m a n 
b ei n gs.”  1 7  I niti ati ves s uc h as I nsi de- O ut at D u q ues ne, t he E B T T 
a n d t he H o us e of Life s h o w a si mil ar e ner g y a n d deter mi n ati o n 
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ers.
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acti o n. D u q ues ne U ni versit y o ff ers m a n y o p p ort u nities f or 
c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d le ar ni n g a n d a cti o n p art ners hi ps. 1 8  As e vi-
de nt i n t he i niti ati ves dis c uss e d i n t his article, e d uc ati o n al m o dels 
t h at bri n g t o g et her i nc arc er ate d p e o ple a n d ret ur ni n g citiz e ns 
wit h u ni versit y f a c ult y a n d st u de nts c a n yiel d ric h fr uits. Freire 
o ff ere d a h o p ef ul visi o n i n w hic h re v ol uti o n ar y le a der- e d uc at ors 
c o ul d s p o ns or “e d uc ati o n al pr oje cts” t o b e “c arrie d o ut wit h t he 
o p press e d i n t he pr o c ess of or g a nizi n g t he m.”  1 9  I n s o d oi n g, t he 
p e d a g o g y of t he o p press e d c o ul d m o ve fr o m its i niti al st a g e of 
li b er ati n g t he o p press e d t he ms el ves t o a s e c o n d st a g e i n w hic h it 
“ b e c o mes a p e d a g o g y of all [ p e o ple] i n t he pr o c ess of p er m a ne nt 
li b er ati o n.” 2 0  e i niti ati ves des cri b e d i n t his article e m b o d y s uc h 
e ff orts.
C r e ati o n of e d u c ati o n al s p ac es i n w hic h “ p ri vil e g e d ” a n d 
“ m a r gi n ali z e d ” p e o pl e l e a r n f r o m o n e a n ot h e r a n d b ec o m e 
o p e n t o t r a nsf o r m ati o n . I n a 1 9 8 3 c o n vers ati o n wit h U nite d 
St ates reli gi o us e d uc at ors, Freire s p o k e of t he f at alis m t h at of-
te n c h ar a cteriz es t he i de ol o g y of t he “ n o n- p o or ” as m uc h as t he 
“ p o or ” – a n d of its t wi n, des p air – wit h c y nicis m a n d i m m o bili-
z ati o n as fre q ue nt o ut c o mes. 2 1  S pirit a n a n d Freire a n-i n fl ue nc e d 
str ate gies f or p e d a g o g y a n d a cti o n o ff er a w a y b e y o n d s uc h i m-
m o biliz ati o n, as t he y are c h ar a cteriz e d b y e ff orts t o cre ate s p a c es 
of h os pit alit y a n d m ut u alit y “i n w hic h o b e die nc e t o tr ut h is 
pr a ctic e d.”  2 2  I nsi de- O ut a n d t he E B T T are p o werf ul e x a m ples of 
s u c h s p a c es. 
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1 9. Freire ( 1 9 7 0), 4 0.
2 0. I bi d.
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J o ur ney. S a n Fr a ncis c o: H ar p er O ne. 6 9.
2 3.  N or m a n C o nti a n d El ai ne Fr a nt z o ff er re fle cti o ns o n t he m o ve me nt f or I nsi d ers

fr o m “‘ h u mili ati o n’ t o ‘ h u milit y’ ” a n d t he ne c ess ar y c o- m o ve me nt of O utsi d-
ers li k e t he ms el ves fr o m “ h u bris t o h u milit y ” i n “I n fi nit e S p a c e a n d C o m m o n
Gr o u n d,” 1 3 4. Fr o m C h a ne y, J o h n R., a n d J o ni S c h w art z, e ds. ( 2 0 1 7), R ace,
E d uc ati o n, a n d Rei ntegr ati ng F or merly I nc arcer ate d Citi ze ns: C o u nterst ories a n d
C o u nters p aces . L a n h a m, M D: L e xi n gt o n B o o ks.

2 4. Freire ( 1 9 7 0), 7 9- 8 0.
2 5. Freire ( 2 0 0 4), 1 8 (e m p h asis a d d e d).

(

Dr. L uci-J o Di M a g gi o
Dr. L u ci-J o 
Di M a g gi o c urr e ntl y s er ves 
as t he Dir e ct or of Missi o n 
A ni m ati o n at D u q u es ne 
U ni versit y.  
S he als o s er ves 
as t he C o or di n at or 
f or C o- C urri c ul ar 
C o m m u nit y E n g a g e me nt 
at t he C e nt er f or 
C o m m u nit y E n g a g e d 
Te a c hi n g a n d R es e ar c h 
at t he u ni versit y. 
L u ci-J o b e g a n her w or k 
at t he u ni versit y i n 
S pirit a n C a m p us Mi nistr y, 
m o vi n g i nt o her c urr e nt 
p ositi o ns i n 2 0 1 3.   
S he le a ds t he C o m m u nit y 
E n g a g e me nt S c h ol ars 
pr o gr a m as w ell as t he 
S pirit of C o m m u nit y 
s c h ol ars hi p pr o gr a m 
i n a d diti o n t o ot her d uties 
o n c a m p us.

C u r r i c u l a r a n d C o - C u r r i c u l a r 
C o m m u n i t y E n g a g e m e n t 
a t a S pi r i t a n U n i v e r si t y

I N T R O D U C TI O N
I re c e ntl y c o m plete d m y d o ct or al diss ert ati o n e ntitle d 

“ A p pr o a c hes t o c urric ul ar a n d c o- c urric ul ar c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e me nt wit h c olle g e st u de nts: b uil di n g rel ati o ns hi ps, 
s hifti n g p o wer, a n d de vel o pi n g a s o ci al j ustic e mi n ds et.”  I n 
m y liter at ure re vie w, I p ulle d fr o m a ut h ors writi n g f or v ari -
o us hi g her e d uc ati o n s etti n gs fr o m l ar g e l a n d- gr a nt s c h o ols 
t o s m all reli gi o usl y a ffili ate d s c h o ols.  D es pite t he liter at ure 
c o mi n g fr o m a v ariet y of c o nte xts, it q uic kl y b e c a me cle ar t o 
me h o w e asil y o ne c a n dr a w c o n ne cti o ns b et we e n t he S pirit a n 
c h aris m as we e x p erie nc e it o n D u q ues ne’s c a m p us, a n d t he 
w a y i n w hic h we a p pr o a c h c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt i n b ot h 
c urric ul ar a n d c o- c urric ul ar s p a c es.  

is article p ulls l ar g el y fr o m t he liter at ure re vie w 
p orti o n of m y diss ert ati o n.  It b e gi ns b y o utli ni n g h o w 
s er vic e, n o w k n o w n i n hi g her e d uc ati o n as c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e me nt, h as de vel o p e d i nt o s e p ar ate b ut c o m ple me n -
t ar y c o m p o ne nts of c urric ul ar a n d c o- c urric ul ar c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e me nt.  It will t he n e x pl ore t he c e ntr al r ole of a ut he ntic 
rel ati o ns hi ps i n b ot h are as of c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt. A u-
t he ntic rel ati o ns hi ps are a n i n dis p e ns a ble pie c e of b ot h c o m-
m u nit y e n g a g e me nt a n d t he S pirit a n c h aris m.  As s uc h, ties 
b et we e n t he c h aris m a n d t he r ole of a ut he ntic rel ati o ns hi ps i n 
c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt will b e hi g hli g hte d.  As t here is n ot 
c o ns e ns us o n de fi niti o ns of ter ms wit hi n t he fiel d of c o m m u -
nit y e n g a g e me nt, it is ne c ess ar y t o de fi ne ter ms as t he y will 
b e us e d i n t his article.  C urric ul ar c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt is 
a c a de mic all y r o ote d a n d is us u all y a p art of a cre dit- b e ari n g 
cl ass.  C o- c urric ul ar c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt is d o ne o utsi de 
of t he cl assr o o m ofte n as a p art of t he w or k of st u de nt or g a ni -
z ati o ns or as a c o m p o ne nt of f ait h- b as e d a cti vities.  

C at h olic c olle g es a n d u ni versities h a ve l o n g c o nsi d -
ere d s er vic e t o c o m m u nit y as e m ble m atic of t heir missi o n 
a n d i de ntit y.  At D u q ues ne U ni versit y of t he H ol y S pirit, t his 
c o nsi der ati o n h as l o n g b e e n t he c as e.  O ur C at h olic S pirit a n 
i de ntit y h as dri ve n o ur o utre a c h t o t h os e o n t he m ar gi ns si nc e 
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