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Substitution of an ortho-fluoro or methoxy group in 1- and 2-naphthoic acids
furnishing substituted naphthoic acids occurs in good to excellent yields upon
reaction with alkyl/vinyl/aryl organolithium and Grignard reagents, in the absence
of a metal catalyst without the need to protect the carboxyl (CO2H) group. This
novel nucleophilic aromatic substitution is presumed to proceed via a
precoordination of the organometallic with the substrate, followed by an
addition/elimination.
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