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Analysing investment drivers in fisheries is essential in understanding the long-
term development of fishing capacity. This paper addresses the drivers of
investment in the French commercial fishing fleets operating along the Atlantic
coast, and the role of public policies have had on investment. First, we examine the
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investment behaviour, including the different career phases of the skipper-owners.
The study concludes with a discussion of the results, and in particular of the role of
fiscal policy on observed investment strategies.
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