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Relationship between learning motivation and Willingness to Communicate:
Focus on the Ideal L2 self and Ought-to L2 self of exchange students majoring in the Japanese language

Rika NOHATA

Department of Japanese Language, Junior College Division

Mukogawa Women's University

Abstract

This study investigates the changes observed in exchange students’ Japanese language learning motivation
and Willingness to Communicate during their stay in Japan. Interviews are conducted with the participants
had majored in Japanese language in their country and they studied for approximately 10 months to learn the
language at university in Japan. Data was analyzed qualitatively via Steps for Cording and Theorization
(SCAT) method, focusing on the Ideal L2 self and Ought-to L2 self. The results of the study suggest that 1)
changes in their learning motivation were mainly affected by their Ought-to self during their stay in Japan; 2)
the change in the Willingness to Communicate associated with the Ideal L2 self during their stay in Japan and
support their learning motivation; 3) their various experiences including communication experiences in Ja-
pan were affected, which resulted in the emergence of a new Ideal L2 self; The study concludes that it is im-
portant to support the learning environment to enhance the students” Willingness to Communicate and induce
Ideal L2 self, such that they retain their L2 learning motive after their studies in Japan.
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