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Abstract

The biographical literature on Sofya Vasilyevna Kovalevskaya has to a large extent relied on her own memoirs, published in
Vestnik Evropy only months before her death, and an autobiographical story published posthumously in Russkaya Starina. In this
paper we present and discuss the full Russian text with English translation of a letter, previously unpublished, from Kovalevskaya’s
teacher in childhood and adolescence, losif Ignatyevich Malevich, to the editor of Russkaya Starina, Mikhail Ivanovich Semevsky,
in which he repudiates her depreciation of his role in her schooling, criticizes her self-portrayal, and provides information about
her early education which runs counter to parts of the biographical literature on Kovalevskaya.
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Inc. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Pezome

Buorpaduaeckas aureparypa o Codpne Bacuibesrne KoBasmesckoil ommpaiack B OCHOBHOM Ha €€ COOCTBEHHBIE BOCIIO-
MUHAHHW{, OIlyOJIMKOBaHHbIe B Becmuuxe E6ponvs BCEro 3a HECKOJIBKO MECHIEB JIO €€ CMEPTH, U aBTOOHOrpaduIecKuii
pacckas, u3manHbIil mocMepTHO B Pycckoti Cmapune. Mbl TpuBOAMM TOJTHBIN PYCCKUiT TEKCT U TMEPEBOJT HA AHTJIMACKUH
A3bIK panee HeolrybmkoBanunoro nucbma yunrena C. B. Kosasesckoii, 00ydaBiiero eé B JI€TCKOM M IOHOIIECKOM BO3-
pacre, Nocuda Urnarbesuya Masesuua penakropy Pycckoti Cmapunvs Muxanny sanosuuay Cemesckomy. B sTom
mucbme V. . MasmeBua yrBepkmaer, uro KoBameBckast HE3aCTyKEHHO IPUHU3UIIA €T0 POJIb KaK YIUTEs B (POPMUPO-
BAHUU U PAa3BUTUU €€ CIIOCOOHOCTEH W KPUTUKYET CBOIO YUCHUILYy 33 CAMOBOCXBaJjieHme. Ero mmcbMo mpoMBaeT CBEeT Ha
nomarnuee obyuenne C. B. KoBasieBckoil u npe/ioctaBiisier HeKOTOpble GaKThl, KOTOPble IPOTUBOPEYAT CYIIECTBYIOIIEi
ouorpadudeckoit mureparype o C. B. Kopasesckoii.
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Inc. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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1. Introduction: Kovalevskaya, Malevich, and Semevsky

The Russian mathematician Sofya Vasilyevna Kovalevskaya' (1850-1891) was something of a celebrity,
being the first woman ever to work as a professor of mathematics.” She was educated in St. Petersburg,
Heidelberg, and Berlin, and was granted a doctorate in absentia from the University of Gottingen in 1874.
She taught at the then newly established Stockholms Hogskola from 1884, where she was later promoted
to full professor of mathematics.

From age 8 to 17, she was home schooled in mathematics and other subjects by losif Ignatyevich Male-
vich (1813-1898), a licenced house teacher. One had to take a special exam to become licenced. This regime
was instituted during the reign of Tsar Nicholas I in 1834, in part as a countermeasure against liberalist ten-
dencies brought in by unregulated use of foreign house teachers (Sergeeva, 2007, pp. 453-4). His position
as a licenced house teacher entailed the obligation to report to the authorities about the attitudes and values
of the pupils in his care, not only their academic prowess. In this way, the imperial authorities used house
teachers as means of societal control.

Malevich had completed the six-year Jesuit missionary school in Dinaburg® with excellent results, gain-
ing a gold medal. This school had the status of a gymnasium, and prepared its pupils for university studies
and positions within the civil service of the Russian Empire. He never completed a university degree, al-
though he attended lectures at the universities in Moscow and St. Petersburg, and also travelled abroad in
order to perfect his knowledge of languages. We are not aware of any mathematical publications of his, but
he elaborated a system of early mathematical education according to a method very similar to that devised
by August Wilhelm Grube (1816-1884). This method emphasises intuitive familiarity with each number,
starting with single-digit numbers and proceeding by stages as familiarity with ever larger numbers is
achieved (Seeley, 1891; Soldan, 1878). The method is time-consuming, and attracted strong criticism, cf.
e.g. (Badanes, 1895; Tolstoy, 1860-63, p. 300).

I Née Korvin-Krukovskaya.

2 We avoid the term “university professor” here, since Stockholms Hogskola, founded in 1878 as a university college, only
acquired the right to bestow doctoral degrees in 1904, and changed its name to Stockholms Universitet as late as 1960. Some
consider Maria Gaetana Agnesi (1718-1799), who was offered a professorship of mathematics at the University of Bologna in
1750, to have precedence, but she never took up the position and never practised as a professor. Laura Caterina Bassi (1711-1778)
held a professorship in physics at the University of Bologna from 1732 onwards.

3 Present-day Daugavpils in Latvia.
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Malevich’s memoirs, written in Kovalevskaya’s honour after she had received the Prix Bordin® in 1888,
give details about his didactical methods in general and his tutoring of Kovalevskaya in particular. They
were published in the journal Russkaya Starina® in 1890 (Malevich, 1890, p. 452) after scrutiny and amend-
ments by both Kovalevskaya and the journal editor Mikhail Ivanovich Semevsky (1837-1892). Semevsky
was a former pupil of Malevich’s, and they maintained a life-long friendship. He was also an acquaintance
of Kovalevskaya’s family. Kovalevskaya and Semevsky were presumably among the best pupils of Male-
vich’s entire career as a house teacher, and Kovalevskaya by far the most successful one. As her teacher in
childhood and adolescence, Malevich had reason to be proud of her success, and in the letter which follows,
he makes it abundantly clear that he feels she should have been more appreciative of the tutelage he had
given her.

Kovalevskaya was writing her own memoirs at this time, and they appeared in Vestnik Evropy® (Ko-
valevskaya, 1890) in the same year as Malevich’s memoirs. A shorter autobiographical story, written during
her visit with Semevsky in May 1890, was published posthumously in Russkaya Starina (Kovalevskaya,
1891). The copious biographical literature on Kovalevskaya relies heavily on these two autobiographical
publications.

Malevich was so incensed at Kovalevskaya’s description of him and his tutoring in (Kovalevskaya, 1891)
that he wrote the following letter to Semevsky in January 1892. It has hitherto remained unpublished, except
for some excerpts in the endnotes of the collection of her memoirs and letters which Solomon Yakovlevich
Shtraikh (1881-1957) edited for the centenary of her birth (Kovalevskaya and Shtraikh, 1951).

In this letter, aside from vehemently repudiating Kovalevskaya’s deprecatory remarks about him, ironi-
cally distancing himself from her description of her uncle’s seminal influence on her mathematical interests,
and roundly accusing her of self-glorification, Malevich provides a chronology of Kovalevskaya’s mathe-
matical education during the last part of his tutelage at the family estate in Palibino and the transition to her
studies in St. Petersburg, an account which contradicts Kovalevskaya’s own report about her private lessons
with Aleksander Nikolaevich Strannolyubsky (1839-1903).”

Before presenting Malevich’s letter to Semevsky in English translation and in Russian transcription, we
make some remarks about the circumstances in which he wrote it, focusing on the paths taken by each of
the three protagonists during the last few years before the letter was written.

It is not surprising that when Kovalevskaya started lecturing in Stockholm, she became something of
a celebrity. Her reputation had preceded her, and Gosta Mittag-Leffler (1846-1927), who had lobbied to
secure her position, wrote about her first lecture in his diary: “There were not only students, teachers,
professors from the Academy and officials of the Stockholm University® - but also many visitors who were

4 The Prix Bordin, created in 1835 and named for Charles-Laurent Bordin (1794-1820), is awarded annually in five disciplines
by the five academies which make up /’Institut de France.

3 Pyceras Cmapuna— Russkaya Starina — Russian Antiquity. A monthly historical periodical, founded in St. Petersburg in 1870
by M. L. Semevsky. The main purpose of the journal was to serve the development of contemporary Russian history, beginning with
Peter the Great. Occasionally, however, it also published original research of the history of pre-Petrine Russia. Special importance
was given to notes, memoirs, diaries, autobiographies, etc.

6 Becmmnux Esponwv — Vestnik Evropy — Herald of Europe. A monthly liberal journal covering history, politics, and literature,
published 1866-1918 in St. Petersburg. Politically, it was reformist rather than revolutionary. It was named for an earlier periodical
of the same name published in Moscow 1802-1830. Since 2001 the Gaidar Institute of Economic Politics in Moscow publishes a
journal of the same name.

7 Strannolyubsky was a graduate of the Naval Academy in St. Petersburg, and himself a teacher of mathematics at the same
Academy from 1867 to 1894, when he retired as a rear admiral. He published a didactical work on a method of teaching algebra
(Strannolyubsky, 1868). At a time when women were barred from university education in Russia, he eagerly supported the Courses
of Higher Education for Women, which led a precarious existence outside of the regular university structure, in a constant struggle
with the repressive regime of Tsar Aleksander III (Dudgeon, 1982; Zavarzina, 2005).

8 Ie. Stockholms Hogskola.
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curious to watch a person spoken of as the ‘Queen of Science’ in the newspapers” (Mittag-Leffler, 1884,
February 11).

In her broadly based survey of how Kovalevskaya was recognized, Eva Kaufholz-Soldat explores how
Kovalevskaya’s legendary status was instrumentalized by various interest groups during her lifetime and
after her death (Kaufholz-Soldat, 2019). Kovalevskaya had befriended both Anna Charlotte Leffler-Edgren
(1849-1892), Gosta Mittag-Leffler’s sister, and Ellen Key (1849-1926), both well-known feminists, and
she was close to the later social-democratic prime minister Hjalmar Branting (1860-1925). When Ko-
valevskaya’s promotion to full professor came before the board of Stockholms Hogskola in 1889, her
detractors made a futile attempt to use her relationship to Branting against her.

Kovalevskaya combined her successful career as a professor of mathematics at Stockholms Hogskola
and assistant editor of Acta Mathematica with her creative literary interests, writing short stories, novels
and plays (Koblitz, 1993). Her literary ambitions were greatly stimulated through her acquaintance with
Anna Charlotte Leffler-Edgren, who was also a well-known writer. Together, they composed the theatre
play The Struggle for Happiness (Leffler and Kovalevskaya, 1887), which did not meet with much acclaim
when it was published, and was rejected by several theatres in Scandinavia. It was not performed on stage
until 1894, in Moscow (Shchepkina-Kupernik, 1951; Wirmark, 2000).

As many writers do, Kovalevskaya found much of the raw material for her literary work in her own
life. The short stories A Nihilist Girl and The Nihilist reflect Kovalevskaya’s sympathies with the Russian
nihilist movement and contain parallels with her fictitious marriage to Vladimir Onufrievich Kovalevsky
(1842-1883). The latter story is based on the life of the utopian socialist Nikolay Gavrilovich Cherny-
shevsky (1828-1889), the protagonist of whose manifesto What is to be done? (Chernyshevsky, 1863)°
is a woman who escapes the control of her family in search of her personal independence, echoing Ko-
valevskaya’s own struggle against tradition and convention. The line between fiction and autobiography
in Kovalevskaya’s authorship is fuzzy, and an early version of what became her autobiographical work
Memories of Childhood (Kovalevskaya, 1890) was a novel about the semi-fictitious Rajevsky sisters, first
published in Swedish (Kovalevskaya, 1889b).

As we shall see below, as evidenced by Malevich’s letter to Semevsky, Kovalevskaya’s depiction of self
(or a protagonist close to herself) in these works could invite allegations of self-aggrandizement. But a
more relaxed view is also possible, as articulated by Andrew Wachtel in his book Battle for Childhood
(Wachtel, 1990), where he explores the theme of Russian childhood in the period 1850-1930 through the
development of a narrative form which he calls “pseudo-autobiography — a boundary genre”, halfway be-
tween fiction and fact. Tolstoy’s book Childhood (Tolstoy, 1852) employs the then innovative technique
of separating the rendering of own experience into three distinct voices: author, narrator, and child. The
interplay between these three voices allows the actual memories of the child to blend with the narrator’s
mythologized versions of them, all the while retaining the author’s critical distance. Wachtel identifies this
pattern in dozens of Russian autobiographical works in the decades following Tolstoy’s pioneering publica-
tion, not only those of Kovalevskaya, where children of well-to-do parents grow up in idyllic surroundings.
The genre was overturned by Gorky’s Childhood (Gorky, 1914), which offers a different version of child-
hood in non-gentry families, and heralds a new, post-revolutionary, literature. But (Kovalevskaya, 1890)
and (Kovalevskaya, 1891) fall squarely in the tradition started by Tolstoy, on Wachtel’s account. His view
of Kovalevskaya’s apparent exaggerations is not that they are deliberate distortions of self, but that they
express “a desire to repudiate her gentry past and the myths associated with it” (Wachtel, 1990, p. 227).

As will be obvious from the letter we are about to discuss, that view was not shared by Malevich. He
disdains the inaccuracies and embellishments he finds in (Kovalevskaya, 1891), and launches into angry

9 Not to be confused with Lenin’s pamphlet of the same title (Lenin, 1902).
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speculations about her motives for not reporting the actual facts as he sees them, especially about his own
involvement in her early training in mathematics.

Malevich’s work as house tutor in Kovalevskaya’s family ended in 1868, and he taught in another family
until retirement. He was then invited back to live with Kovalevskaya’s parents and help with practical
matters at the family estate in Palibino. He also kept in regular touch with his former pupil and life-long
friend Semevsky, whom he refers to as “one of the best of my first pupils”.'’

The historian and biographer Olga Borisovna Kokh paints a fond, but unsentimental picture of Se-
mevsky, who after initial careers in the military and the educational sector, and by the way failing to
woo Kovalevskaya’s older sister Anyuta, had established himself as a publicist and aspiring socialite in
St. Petersburg around 1870 (Kokh, 2005, 2001). Kokh reports that Semevsky’s fiery temper prevented his
rise in the military sector and in the civil service. As editor of Russkaya Starina from 1870 onwards, he
sought to publish biographical material of historical interest from the time of Peter the Great up to his
own time. He contributed much material himself, and actively solicited biographical material and memoirs
from contemporaries. Thus both Malevich’s memoirs (Malevich, 1890) and Kovalevskaya’s autobiograph-
ical story (Kovalevskaya, 1891) fit the editorial policies of Russkaya Starina very well. Semevsky hosted
frequent literary salons, at one of which the above-mentioned autobiographical story by Kovalevskaya was
stenographed. The guests at these salons were all asked to contribute to Semevsky’s guestbook, which he
proceeded to publish (Semevsky, 1888), to the dismay of contributors who felt that private information
should have stayed private (Kokh, 2001, p. 46).

2. Anecdotes from Kovalevskaya’s autobiography

In the letter we are about to discuss, Malevich polemically refers to some episodes from (Kovalevskaya,
1891): one about her paternal uncle Pyotr Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky,'' another about how young Sofya
had to read algebra furtively and by candlelight, and yet another about the family’s neighbour Professor
Nikolay Nikanorovich Tyrtov (1822-1888)'” and his colleague A. N. Strannolyubsky, whom we presented
above. Let us recall these anecdotes here, as context for what follows below.

Uncle Pyotr takes pride of place among those who guided young Sofya towards an appreciation of
mathematics, expressly to the detriment of Malevich. During her long chats with her uncle, she was regaled
with his wide self-taught knowledge of many things, some of them mathematical:

And thus, during the hours of our conversations, I first got to know some mathematical concepts which
made an especially strong impression on me. Uncle spoke about the quadrature of the circle, about asymp-
totes - straight lines which a curve steadily approaches, but never reaches, and about many other, for me
completely incomprehensible things, which never-the-less seemed to me somehow secretive and at the same
time particularly attractive. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 451)"

10 “IIpumomunaro, 9To B KoHIE 1862 roma — Hauaso 1863 romoB meHs mocetus B [lasmubuHO OAWH U3 JIyUIINX MOUX
nepBoix yaennkos M. M. Cemesckuit.” (Malevich, 1888) “I remember that at the end of 1862 — beginning of 1863 one of the
best of my first pupils, M. I. Semevsky, visited me at Palibino.”

1T Exact lifespan unknown.

12 Of the Naval Academy in St. Petersburg.

13 1 Bor, B wace sTHx Geces, MEK Ly IIPOUNM, MHE BIEPBBIC IPHILIOCH YCIBIIATH O HEKOTOPBIX MATEMATHIECKIX TOHS-
THAX, KOTOPBIE IIPOU3BEJIN Ha MEHsI 0COOEHHO CUJIbHOE BriedaTsenue. s rosopui o KBaaparype Kpyra, OB aCCUMIITOTAX
— IPSIMBIX JINHUAX,K KOTOPBIM KPHUBAasl MOCTOSHHO IIPUOJINKAETCs, HUKOTJ[A UX He JOCTHTrasl, ¥ O MHOTUX JIPYTHX, COBED-
[IIEHHO HEMOHSATHBIX IS MEHs BEIax, KOTOPbIe, TeM He MEHee, IIPE/ICTABIISIINCH MHE YeM-TO TAUHCTBEHHBIM U B TO-2Ke
BpeMsI OCOOEHHO IIPHUBJIEKATEIILHDIM.
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Her description of Malevich’s influence on her does not bear witness to similar flights of the imagination:

I am indebted to I. I. Malevich for my first systematic training in mathematics. This was so long ago that
I don’t remember his lessons at all now; they remain a dim memory for me. But no doubt they had a great
influence on me and meant much for my development. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 452)'*

As we shall see, Malevich did not take this lightly.

Another anecdote of Kovalevskaya’s relates how she had become so infatuated with mathematics that her
father decided that her lessons with Malevich had to stop. She then asked Malevich to give her Bourdon’s
algebra-book (Bourdon, 1844), which she read in secret by candlelight after bed-time,'> to avoid nanny’s
watchful eyes:

However, I somehow managed to borrow from losif Malevich the book Bourdon’s Algebra Course. Since
I was under the strict supervision of the governess all day, I had to resort to trickery. When I went to bed |
would put the book under my pillow, and then, when everybody was asleep, I would read it all through the
nights in the dim light of a lamp or candle. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 453)!°

Malevich repudiates each part of this story in the letter below.

In the third anecdote we are offering as context, Professor Tyrtov one day presented the Korvin-
Krukovsky family with his elementary physics textbook (Tyrtov, 1862), and Sofya attempted to read it.
To her irritation, she encountered some functions unknown to her in the chapter on optics: sine, cosine,
tangent. Not knowing what a sine was, she asked Malevich about it. But as this did not enter into his
programme of instruction, he replied that he did not know. She then proceeded to teach herself what they
meant, using the chord of an angle as an approximation to the sine, for small angles. Talking to Tyrtov about
this some time later, he did not believe her at first, but when she explained how she had come to understand
the sine function he was elated, and even compared her to Pascal, that epitome of young genius:

But when I told him by which route I had arrived at the clarification of trigonometric formulas, he completely
changed his tone. He immediately went to my father and fervently began to persuade him to teach me in the
most serious way. In doing so, he compared me to Pascal. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, pp. 453-4)!7

He then recommended to her father that she take private lessons with his colleague Strannolyubsky in St.
Petersburg. In the letter we are about to discuss, Malevich takes issue with the chronology of these events. '

14 IlepBoHAYAIBHBIM CHCTEMATHYIECKIM O0yUeHneM MareMaTuku s obasana . V. MaseBudy. D10 ObLIO Tak JIABHO,
9TO ¢ TElephb COBCEM HE IIOMHIO €r0 yPOKOB; OHU OCTAJIMCh ¥ MeHsI TEMHBLIM BocrnoMmunanueM. Ho HecoMmenno, 4to omnun
[IPOU3BEJIN Ha MeHsI OOJIBIITOE BIUSHIE M UMEIU BayKHOE 3HAYEHUE B MOEM PA3BUTHM.

15 Kovalevskaya’s namesake Sophie Germain is also reputed to have learnt her mathematics in this way (Grinstein and Campbell,
1987). We have no information that Kovalevskaya knew Germain’s story.

16 OHaKo, MHE yIaJIoCh Koe-Kak BhIpocuTh v Mocuda Uraarsesnya kuury: ‘Kypc Anrebpsr Bypmona’, KoTopsrii st
cTaja MPWIEKHO M3ydarb. Tak Kak MeJblil JIeHb g Oblaa [OJ CTPOrMM HAJI30POM I'yBEPHAHTKH, TO MHE IIPUXO/MIIOCH
IyCKaTh B JI€JI0 XUTPOCTh. U cnarh, s Kiiaa KHUTY MO MOJYINKY W 3aTeM, KOI/Ia BCe 3aCHINAJN, §, IPH TYCKJIOM
CBEeTe JIAMIIQ Ibl MJIM HOYHUKA, 324UTHIBAJIACH 110 IIEJIBIM HOYaM.

17 Ho xorma s pacckasam ey, KAKuM IDyTéM s JIONLIA /0 OOBACHEHHS TPUTOHOMETPHYCCKIX (DOPMYI, TO OH COBCEM
nepeMenusi ToH. OH cefiuac-»Ke OTHPaBUJICS K MOEMY OTILy M IOPsAY0 CTaJ yOeKIaTh ero B HEOOXOAUMOCTH YIUTh MEHS
caMbIM cepbé3HbIM 0bpazom. Ilpu sTom on cpaBami mens ¢ [lackasem.

18 For a further critical perspective on this anecdote, see (Birkeland, 2020).
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Figure 1. Pages 2 and 3 of the manuscript.

3. Letter from Malevich to Semevsky, January 17, 1892; English translation with comments

The manuscript contains 14 handwritten pages, and is held in the Semevsky archive of Pushkin House in
St. Petersburg (Malevich, 1892)."” The two first pages are marked “Copy”, and are in a hand unknown to
us, the rest are in Malevich’s own handwriting. The two first pages are tidier than the rest, in which there are
many corrections and deletions. We conjecture that the first two pages represent the form in which Malevich
had intended to send this letter, and that the remaining pages are a draft. But we can only speculate about
why, in that case, he decided to send the letter in partly draft form.

In the upper right corner of page 3 (see Figure 1) there is the remark “Ilomymanbril”, meaning “Original”,
in Semevsky’s handwriting. In the transition between copy and original, a few lines are repeated, albeit not
quite verbatim.

There exists an undated typewritten transcription attested by the historian and archivist Lev Borisovich
Modzalevsky (1902-1948). It is in post-revolutionary Russian orthography, so it must have been made

19 The file containing the letter is rather misleadingly labelled “3amerxkn — Bocnomunanus ero o Kosanesckoit, Codun Ba-
cunesre” (Notices — his memories of Sofya Vasilyevna Kovalevskaya).
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Figure 2. The first and last pages of the transcript. At the bottom of the last page there is an attestation of correctness handwritten
by Modzalevsky: “ € sogsunnsun bepne > — “C nopmuaabiM BepHO™ — “True to the original”.

between 1918 and 1948. The transcript may plausibly have been ordered by Shtraikh during the prepara-
tions of (Kovalevskaya and Shtraikh, 1951), the collection of Kovalevskaya’s memoirs and letters which he
edited for the 100%™ anniversary of her birth, and in which some excerpts of Malevich’s letter are quoted in
the endnotes, or it may have been for Modzalevsky’s own research (cf. Figure 2).

The transcript is 12 pages long. We have checked the transcript against the manuscript, and the differ-
ences are purely orthographical. While the orthography is modernized according to the 1918 standard, the
transcript is faithful to the point of reproducing text crossed out but still legible in the manuscript. Such
text is reproduced in [square brackets]. We adhere to the same convention in our translation. Occasional
idiosyncratic punctuation is also reproduced.

Velikie Luki, 17. January 1892°°

In 1887 I resumed my correspondence with S.V. on the occasion of her acceptance of the offer from the
University of Stockholm,”! and soon received an amiable letter’” with the expression of sincere gratitude
for my nine years of instruction, which paved the way for her to higher knowledge. In the following year

20 Date handwritten by M. L. Semevsky.
21 1e. Stockholms Hogskola.
22 We do not know whether the letters of this correspondence between Malevich and Kovalevskaya have been preserved.
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1888, when S.V. received the high prize from the Parisian Academy of Science for her scientific activities,
I was so delighted that I decided to write “Memories”, about her nine years long studies and the following
time, until she received the highest scientific degree,”* with the goal of collecting material for a biography
and to acquaint our public with this female phenomenon. — Congratulating her with her great scientific
success, I informed her that I was writing “Memories”, about my pedagogic work with her, which you wish
to enter into the pages of “Rus. Starina”.”* — This seemed to worry her somehow. — She wrote to me from
Paris,” that she “feared to be in print”, and therefore imploringly asked if I might send her my manuscript
for comparison with her own “Memories”, which she was writing at the request of some of her friends.
Concerning her portrait for my “Memories”, she will send it very soon, and now she sends her solution of

the question of the movement of a solid object around a stationary point, printed in 4% in the mathematical
9927

journal Acta Mathematica.”® — This wish fully coincided with my intention: not to put in print “Memor.
until S.V. approves them; and therefore, after quickly finishing my work, I sent four notebooks of “Memor.”
to her in Paris, with concession of full rights not only to make some amendments, but also even to omit
entire pages, if they should displease her or disagree with her own “Memor.” — In September, on her way
back to Sweden, S.V. informed me in a long letter from Berlin that although she had read my “Memor.”
with great interest, she wished, with my permission, to omit some parts. After returning to Stockholm, she
would once more read it attentively, and then she would send my manuscript with her portrait. — Only in
October did I receive my “Memor.” with a letter, in which S.V. asks that when preparing the manuscript for
publication, I omit what she had put in brackets, and insert some small additions which she had written in
the margins. — Omitted: characterization of the English governess; the harmful influence of the upbringing
on the development and direction of S.V.’s character, which she herself was aware of:2% monstrous musical
lessons with loud knocking of a baton on the piano and a terrible scream which resounded all over the
house etc. — Left out also some parts where there is talk of the obstinate and unbridled character of S.V.’s
older sister, who had a similarly bad influence not only on S.V.’s character, but also on the direction of her
development; further was omitted the period of time when S.V., having quit academic studies, reckoning
that they were useless for women, deplored the time she had wasted on science and, above all, some pages
were crossed out where the thoughtless business venture of Mr. Kovalevsky,”” which completely devastated
him, was described in some detail. — “But as concerns the pedagogical part”,’" she wrote, “it pleased me
so much, that I took note of it and am using it in the education of my daughter. — But it would be a pity if
Semevsky, in keeping with the programme of his historical and not pedagogical journal, finds it unsuitable
to include this part.” —

Now note that S.V., after mature consideration and amendments of my “Memor.”, fully approved of every-
thing that is said about her; and therefore her story, after the lunch with you, also in view of the expeditious'
appearance in print of my “Memor.”, casts a strong and incomprehensible shadow, together with well justi-
fied surprise, over my narrative and makes one doubt the truth. — My “Memories” of the person, then alive,

23 This refers to the doctorate, summa cum laude, which the University of Gottingen awarded Kovalevskaya in absentia in 1874.
24 Pycekas Crapuma (Russkaya Starina), the historical journal edited by M. I. Semevsky, the recipient of the letter.

25 Kovalevskaya had close working relationships with Hermite, Picard, and many other prominent French mathematicians.

26 (Kovalevskaya, 1889a). This was the topic for her submission to the Prix Bordin.

27 Malevich uses the abbreviation “Bocrom.” for “Bocriomunanus’, i.e. “Memories”, here and in several other places, referring
most often to his own memoirs (Malevich, 1890) and only once to Kovalevskaya’s memoirs (Kovalevskaya, 1890). It is clear from
context in each case which is intended. We have chosen to render this as “Memor.” in the translation.

28 XapaKTepUCTUKa I'YBEPDHAHTKU-aHIVIMYAaHKN; BPEIHOE BJINAHUEC BOCIIMTAHUA Ha PA3BUTHE U HAIIPpAaBJICHUE XapaKTepa
C.B., 9T0 1 OHa cama CO3HABAJA.

29 Kovalevskaya’s husband Vladimir Onufrievich Kovalevsky committed suicide after his commercial undertakings failed and left
him financially ruined.

30 Cf. discussion of Grube’s method above.

31 ckoporo.
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after twofold reading of them, amendments and omissions in many places by that same person, remain a
clean mirror in which every step of my lessons with S.V. is reflected; they are far from those fantasies
and deviations from veracity which so often occur in the poeticized “Memories” of S.V., about which I
expressed no small surprise when you read them to us in Fyodortsev.>
I will now review those places in Sofya Vasilyevna’s printed story where she speaks about me.

[I am puzzled, many are surprised, having read this story, because you declared authoritatively in its fore-
word that “you consider it necessary {113’ to retrieve’* from your archive the autobiographical story of

your friend” €19 sic ... I repeat, if you took from this story the period from 1880 to 1890, then that
would have been a true and valuable supplement of material for S.V.’s biography; but by some incompre-
hensible, malicious’® glance, you, as the saying goes, put a spoonful of tar into the barrel of honey,”’ and
shrouded in thick fog all that was said by me and Fyodor Vasilyevich®® about the phenomenal woman’s
nine years of study.”” — But the irreparable deed is done, the story is printed and for you it remains to rub
your hands together in satisfaction that the work of your old friend,*" that his “Memor.”, written with the
danger of losing eyesight at the end, with full faith in friendship, gifted to you of a clean heart for remem-
brance, fell into some kind of maelstrom from which it is difficult to extract the truth, when the story of the
mathematics professor herself contradicts the narrative of her teacher. —]

On page 4 of the story, to the surprise [of anyone who has not lost mental health], we find the following:
“this was so long ago, that now I do not remember his lessons at all; they remain a dim memory for me!”*!

32 Semevsky’s home in childhood. He hosted frequent literary salons there and in St. Petersburg. At one of them, with Malevich
among the guests, Kovalevskaya’s memoirs were read (Kovalevskaya, 1890).

3 Triple exclamation marks stricken but legible in the manuscript.

34 U3BJICYb.

35 Malevich is referring to the editorial preface to (Kovalevskaya, 1891), where the editor Semevsky recounted that he had known
Kovalevskaya since 1862-1863, and that he had had the pleasure of having her as his guest at a small party in May 1890, where
she dictated her autobiographical story, which was stenographed by her brother Fyodor Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky and placed
in the archive of Russkaya Starina. Semevsky then writes:

“The unexpected fateful death on the 30th of January 1891 robbed Russia of one of its most glorious women, and so, placing
in the pages of our publication material for the biography of the famous scholar and professor S. V. Kovalevskaya (see “Russkaya
Starina” ed. 1891, v. LXXI, September, pp. 623-641), we felt it necessary to also retrieve from our archives the above-mentioned
autobiographical story by our friend.”

(Our translation from the Russian original: “Hexxnannas pokoBas cmepts 30-ro suBapsa 1891 r. summta Poccuro omgay u3
CcJaBHEHIIX eé 2KEHIINWH, U BOT, ITOMellas Ha CTpaHUllaX Halllero U3JaHusd MaTepuaJl K 2KU3HEOIINCaHUI0 3HaMEeHUTEero
yuaénero u npodeccopa C. B. Kosanesckoii (em. “Pycckyio Crapuny” m3m. 1891 r., . LXXI, centabpn, crp. 623-641)
MBI COYJIM HEOOXOIMMBIM H3BJIEYb U3 HAIIEr0 apXUBa M IMOMIHYTHI aBTOOHOrpaduIecKuii paccka3 HaIero apyra.”)

The citation of the September 1891 issue of Russkaya Starina refers to: 1) a short biographical note by Kovalevskaya’s brother
Fyodor Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky, 2) a translation into Russian of (NN, 1886), and 3) Kovalevskaya’s entry into Semevsky’s
guestbook.

The death certificate states that Kovalevskaya passed away on January 29 (February 10 by the Gregorian calendar), not January
30 as Semevsky writes here.

36 Stricken but legible in the manuscript: 366N
37 A Russian adage which means to purposely destroy something nice.
38 Referring to his own memories of Kovalevskaya (Malevich, 1890) and to the biographical note by Kovalevskaya’s younger

brother Fyodor Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky (1855-1920), cf. (Korvin-Krukovsky, 1891).
39

0 JIEBATUJIETHBIX yIEOHBIX 3aHATHAX (DEHOMEHATBHON YKEHIITIHBL.

40 Here Malevich is referring to himself, and indeed he and Semevsky, one of his first pupils, maintained a life-long friendship.
41 316 GbLIO TAK JABHO, UTO §I TEIEpb COBCEM HE IIOMHIO €I0 YPOKOB; OHH OCTAJIHCH y MEHS TEeMHBIM BOCIOMHHAHHIEM.
(Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 452) Malevich rather strangely ignores the next sentence: Ho necomuenHo, 4T0 0HU IpOU3BEIN
Ha MeHsI OOJIbIIIOe BIIMSHUE U MMEJIH BaXKHOe 3Hadenne B MoeM paspuruu. (But there is no doubt that they had a great influence
on me and were very important in my development.)
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Having read the pedagogical part of my “Memor.” and then these words by S.V., anyone, even a complete
simpleton, would be stupefied, and might ask how such a gifted person as Kovalevskaya, with great capa-
bilities and unusual memory seldom found in a person, could forget the nine-year long course, taught to
her with great success during a person’s most receptive years, which are forever remembered, from 8 to 16
years of age? — This strange trickery for dramatic effect*” casts a strong shadow over the hitherto bright
face of the unusual mathematician. [- And who is at fault, I ask in my turn? — On whose conscience lies the
heavy burden of untruth and deceit, hastily put in print without employing a critical attitude to the story or
weighing it on the scales of veracity?*® —] Further the narrator says: “Malevich taught arithmetic especially
well and idiosyncratically”.**

What does the word idiosyncratically mean? — It is synonymous to originally, peculiarly. — To call a method
idiosyncratic when it is completely rational, elaborated during many years of experience and originates with
the excellent method of A. Grube,* is not only brazen, but also unforgivable*® for a mathematician. — All
my pupils, without exception, loved arithmetic, succeeded well in it, and some of them completed a higher
course of mathematics in universities or academies following the idiosyncratic teaching, tightly connected
with full development of mathematical skills even in less capable pupils. —

“In all probability”, says S.V. “thanks to the influence of my uncle, I was more occupied with various di-
versional considerations, (the desire to show off is evident) for example about “inﬁnity”.47 (1N

It is at least strange and even funny to hear that a person of 11 or 12 occupied herself with the question of
infinity, promulgated by a person who occupied himself with every scientific question without having basic
notions of that which he thoughtlessly discussed with the girl. — I could have said much here about the
considerable harm inflicted on my pupils by a person of good intentions, but insupportable in his strange
and even ridiculous judgements — about this or that science — more than once I confronted him with the
great damage resulting from his teachings; he apologized and promised to interrupt his fooleries; but when
he resumed them, I asked of my pupils’ father to take the necessary measures. — And so, when the old
man habitually touched upon some scientific question or other, the general told him: “Pyotr, I seriously
ask you to stop talking about that which you fundamentally do not know and which exceeds your concepts
and, what is more, those of my children: it is very harmful for my daughters. — One in her childish mind
imagines finding the quadrature of the circle, and the other,*® at your behest, is entering into philosophy in
her, as she calls them, philosophical letters!. Such silly pretences and frantic exertion of an immature brain
could lead to the yellow house”.*’ —

If their uncle, and you are aware of the age and knowledge of my pupils, had talked to them both about
what they had studied or were studying, this might, of course, have been of some use; but by his inherent
strangeness he sank into a dream about questions long abandoned by scientists due to the impossibility of
untying Gordian knots, or indeed explained to the girls about asymptotes of straight lines, about the philos-

42 310 CTpaHHas BBIXOJIKA DA KPACHOTO CJIOBEeYKa — the expression “paju kpacHoro ciosna/ciosedka”, literally “for the
sake of a small red word”, indicates that the purpose is to embellish the actual facts.

43 The seemingly harsh tone of this reproach against Semevsky is not unique in the correspondence between the two, whose
friendship survived, and possibly thrived upon, direct and unbridled exchange of views.

44 B ocobennocrn xoporo u cBoeobpasno MaseBuu npenonasas apudmeruky (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 452). The word
which annoyed Malevich is “cBoeoGpasmuo”, literally “according to his own pattern”.

45 Cf. discussion of Grube’s method above.

46 An exaggeration typical of the style of the letter.

47 Tlo Beeit BeposATHOCTH, Oyiaromaps Biausuuio Jasau Ilerpa BacuiabeBuda, MeHs 6oJiee 3aHUMAJIN PA3HBIE OTBICYCHHDBIC
paccyxnenus, Hanp. o 6eckoneunoctu (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 452). — Kovalevskaya attributed her early awareness of and
interest in such topics as infinity, quadrature of the circle, and asymptotes, to her uncle Piotr Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky, an
elder brother of her father.

48 Sofya’s older sister Anna Vasilyevna Korvin-Krukovskaya (1843-1887).

49 Te., the insane asylum.
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ophy of Kant, Fichte, Hegel, about whom he had managed to read in our periodic publications. — And so,
Sofya Vasilyevna, from her first impressions in childhood, not only ascribed some meaning to her uncle’s
ravings, but thought this nonsense brought her love for mathematics. — Below I will tell, with S.V.’s own
true words, when it was that she actually came to feel a strong attraction to mathematics.

In her story S.V. further declares: “in addition to arithmetic, Malevich also taught me elementary ge-

ometry and algebra. Just when I had acquainted myself with the latter, I felt such a strong attraction to
550

mathematics, that I started to neglect other topics.
This is where the true beginning of her love for mathematics is and not in her uncle’s rantings, not un-
derstanding, like his listeners, what he was talking about. — Indeed, I well remember that S.V. with a kind
of special enjoyment took up the study of algebra, when having acquainted herself with first degree equa-
tions, started solving tasks which even with excellent knowledge of arithmetic seemed insurmountable. —
Combinations of given numbers and unknowns, more or less close relationships between them, and in the
wake of this, logical formulation of equations brought S.V. to some kind of ecstasy, clearly visible in her
excited state of mind and her face, which shone with pleasure. —
Furthermore, there is not even a shadow of truth in the following words of Kovalevskaya. — “Seeing in me
such an attitude”, she says, “my father, who on the whole had a strong prejudice against erudite women,
decided to stop my mathematical lessons with Malevich”.”!' -
Nothing of the sort ever happened. — Distracted by improvisation, S.V. immerses herself, like a poet, in the
world of fantasy, however striving to show, according to her pium desiderium,’” that she owes everything
to herself. — But anyone, even not having delved very deep into her tale, will soon notice her mistake and
uncover the untruth. — I shall prove this by incontrovertible facts. —
I started to teach her algebra in the beginning of 1865, i.e. soon after the English governess was let go from
Palibino. — After some months, concerned with S.V.’s unusual attraction to mathematics and her splendid
successes to the obvious detriment of other topics, I asked the advice of her father, who, upon learning
about his beloved daughter’s great success in mathematics (cf. “Rus. Star.” December 1890 p. 630) heartily
thanked me for my work and asked me to continue my gainful lessons. — And how should the general
have arrived at the thought of stopping the mathematics lessons, when at the beginning of my service at
Palibino he asked me for one thing only: “more mathematics and less philology”.”® — (See my “Memor.”
in manuscript, part III at the start.) Additionally, the year after, in 1866, before my pupils’ departure to
Switzerland, I started to go through second degree equations with S.V., and hence she acquainted herself
with algebra not somewhat but very solidly; indeed when after her request to her father — to invite me to
Switzerland with mathematical books — I travelled abroad, (See “Memor.” Part II, p. 642) first in Montreux
and later at the baths in Germany S.V. finished second degree equations with great success, the general
study of them as well as those parts which might be useful for her in higher mathematical studies; (See my
“Memor.” Part I, p. 629) After returning to Russia, I had intended to begin teaching Trigonometry. —
After everything laid forth by me and well known to S.V., how could she say that her father decided to
interrupt my lessons? — To this improvisation she added another such unforgivable fib which amazed me
exceedingly: “However, I managed”, she said, “somehow to beg of losif Ignatyevich the book: ‘Course of

50 Kpome apudmernxn, MajeBHY Ipenojasal MHe TAK:Ke 3JIEMEHTAPHYIO T€OMETPHIO H ajire6py. TOIbKO O3HAKO-
MUBIIUCH HECKOJBKO C ITOI0 TOCJEIHEIO, s MOYYBCTBOBAJIA HACTOJIBKO CHJIBLHO BJIEUCHHWE K MATEMATHUKE, UTO CTAJIA
npenebperars npyrumu npeameramu (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 452).

51 YEBuist Bo MHe Takoe HAIIpABJIEHHE, OTEL MOil, IMEBIIMIl BOOGIIE CUIBHOE IIPe/Ly6esK eHNe IPOTUB yIEHbIX YKEHIIHH,
PEIIuJI, 9TO HAJIO MPEKPATUTh MOU ypokn Maremaruku y Manesuga (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 453).

52 A pious wish.

53 IOOOJIbIIE MATEMATUKY U IOMEHBIIE CJIOBECHOCTH.
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Algebra’ by Bourdon,”* which I eagerly started to study. — Since I was under the strict supervision of the

governess all day, I had to resort to trickery. When I went to bed, I laid the book under my pillow, and then,
when everyone was asleep, in the dim light of a lamp or night-light, I read all through the nights!”>°

In this improvisation, S.V. runs her mouth off to the extreme. — She begged the book Algebra from me, as
if it were forbidden fruit!!! — Well, this is not even an improvisation anymore, but Allah knows what to call
her story, hastily put together, here, for admiring listeners,”® who consider everything emanating from the
lips of the woman mathematician to be incontrovertible truth. — But what was I doing in Palibino in 1865
after the governess Margaret Frantsovna had been let go, then in 1866 and finally, in 1867, the last year of
my lectures, [(I ask my old friend to notice this!)] when I travelled with the general to Switzerland, taking
with me mathematical books at her own request and taught her precisely algebra, as related above, until our
return to Russia, which no doubt S.V.’s brother Fyodor Vasilyevich remembers and can testify to? — I ask
you to also notice, that at the beginning of September in the same year 1867 my lectures with S.V. stopped
for good, when it was decided on my initiative that her brother would enter the gymnasium. — (See “Rus.
Star.” December 1890 p. 643)

I assure you on my word of honour in the name of the holy truth, that to beg me to give her the algebra
book, which like every other learning aid had always been available to S.V. for preparation of given lessons,
that this cunning trickery to fool the strict surveillance of the governess, who already long before had been
let go from Palibino, that these lamps and night-lights, by which she allegedly read Algebra all through the
nights, like everything that is said above, is idle nonsense, hastily baked here after lunch for her admiring
interlocutors®’ [and accepted by the editor of “Russkaya Starina” with a kind of strange, unintelligible for
me, belief in the infallibility of the one he had called his new friend, but who is actually an imagined one ! —]
It remains, finally, to state an obviously irrefutable proof of the confusion, or rather the astonishing untruth
in the next passage of S.V.’s story: “Only after some hesitation,” she says, “my father agreed to invite A. N.
Strannolyubsky as a teacher. He and I embarked on the work, and in the course of the winter we went
through analytic geometry and differential and integral calculus.”

In my “Memor.” (Rus. Star. December 1890, p. 644) it is said that when it was decided to place Fyodor
Vasilyevich in the gymnasium, the general’s wife and her daughters went to St. Petersburg at the start of
October 1867, and I, at the request of the general, prolonged my lessons with my pupil®® until the first
days of January 1868. — Only on Kreshchenie’” did the general and his son head for the capital, and hence
he could not permit himself to invite A. N. Strannolyubsky to give lectures until the middle of January. —
In May, these lessons were stopped, and therefore not during winter, as S.V. says, but in three months she
succeeded in learning not only analytic geometry, that higher branch of mathematics, but also differential
and integral calculus, so to speak, the crown of science. I suppose that before her university lectures S.V.
mastered these parts of higher mathematics, but having admitted that, not only a mathematician, but also
any pupil in the 5th grade of the gymnasium, will say that to master analytic geometry and, what is more, to

34 A textbook which went through many editions and was translated into several languages. The one referred to here could be
(Bourdon, 1844), a translation into Russian of the 8t French edition.

55 OxHako, MHeE yzuaJioch Koe-Kak Bbipocuth y Wocuda Urnarbesuua xkuury: “Kypce anrebpsr Bypaona”, koropsiit u
cTajla IPUJIE’KHO M3ydaTb. Tak Kak Iesslil JleHb s Oblaa MOJ CTPOTMM HAJI30POM I'yBEPDHAHTKHU, TO MHE IPUXOMIIOCH
IIyCKaTh B AEJI0 XUTPOCTH. I/LZLH CIIaTh, 4 KJjlaJla KHUTY IIOJ] IIOAYIIKY U 3aTeM, KOrJ[a BCe 3aChIIIaJId, A, IIPU TYKJIOM CBETe
JIAMTA bl WM HOYHUKA, 389UThIBAIACH 110 IestbiM HouaM. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 453).

36 A sarcasm aimed at Semevsky’s literary salons, at one of which Kovalevskaya’s autobiographical story was stenographed.

5T A reference to Kovalevskaya’s visit with Semevsky on May 29, 1890.

38 After Sofya had left for St. Petersburg with her sister and mother in October 1867, Malevich’s only remaining pupil at Palibino
was Kovalevskaya’s younger brother Fyodor Vasilyevich Korvin-Krukovsky.

59 Kpemenne I'ocionne, Kreshchenie Gospodne, Baptism of the Lord, which Russian-orthodox churches celebrate on the 6th
of January. Civil Russian society changed from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar in February 1918, but the Russian-orthodox
church did not. Thus nowadays, according to the Gregorian calendar, Kreshchenie Gospodne falls on the 19th of January.
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digest differential and integral calculus, requires a solid and foundational preparation or, at the very least, a
gymnasium course in mathematics. — When and by whom was this preparation provided? — I should think
it is clear from my “Memor.” and the facts presented above, that until the autumn of 1867 I taught S.V.
both abroad and in Palibino, and in four® months she already mastered analytic geometry and differential
and integral calculus; but apparently she has forgotten that she studied with me for nine years and with
some aplomb tells her interlocutors: “This was so long ago, that now I don’t remember his lessons at all;
they remain a dim recollection for me!” — In which way, with her unusual memory, did she suddenly forget
her nine years long studies in the best and most receptive years of a person’s life, the impressions from
which remain in every person’s mind until deep old age? — I admit that these words, after she had twice
read my “Memor.” attentively and thought carefully about what to delete, what to retain, and what to add,
which is even stranger in view of the close appearance in print®' of these same “Memor.”, that her words
seem a little dishonest.

Having read all the articles about S.V. which have appeared in “Russkaya Starina”, it is easy to notice that
S.V.’s story follows from the information from Sweden which was promulgated by herself, and which she,
so to speak, assimilated, information printed in the Norwegian62 illustrated magazine “Northern Star”®?
already in 1886 and translated from the Swedish® language in “Russkaya Starina”! [as if to confuse and
mix actual facts with inventions]. — (“Russkaya Starina” September 1891 p. 638).% In this article it says:

“her family was very wealthy, and she received basic training... (where exactly and from whom?) “Oc-
66

casionally she took part in mathematical lessons with her second cousin® (!?) and thereby the passion for
mathematics appeared in her, and she showed great ability in it. — But her parents did not wish that she
should learn this (!!!) and the lessons were stopped, much to the chagrin of the child!” (Compare this in-
formation with S.V.’s story, and sound reasoning will show that it was promulgated in Sweden by herself.)
“Nevertheless, she continued to study on her own”. — (sic) (Wasn’t it in bed — and by a night-lamp?. ..
Again the same as in her story.) “and once when she was in St. Petersburg, she happened to track down®’
(1) a good teacher, who was surprised that the young self-taught (!) girl had obtained such deep knowledge
of mathematics”. — (I ask again: where did she obtain it and from whom? — Self-taught!... Well this is
already a complete transgression in S.V.’s story)

Where is this information taken from, already in 1886, when very few in Russia knew about the existence
of this unusual female mathematician? — It is clear that all these stories were told by Sofya Vasilyevna to
one of her new acquaintances in Sweden,’® and, transmitted by word of mouth, finally came to the editor of
“Northern Star”. — And then, on the basis of these long-established concoctions by S.V., she is considered
to be a self-taught genius, and this same tendency completely shines through in her [afternoon]®” stories as
well. —

60 Probably a better approximation than the three months indicated above.

ol g BuIy O6/im3koro mosiByieHust B mevuarw; Kovalevskaya and Semevsky had been in correspondence about Malevich’s memoirs
before they were printed, and had agreed on some adjustments, seemingly without consulting Malevich. For excerpts of this
correspondence see (Birkeland, 2020). Malevich’s turn of phrase here could conceivably mean that he had been aware of the
last-minute editing that took place behind his back.

62 The weekly illustrated magazine Nordstjernen was Danish, not Norwegian. The editorial postscript to the translation (NN,
1891) confuses the Norwegian, Danish, and Swedish languages, which are distinct but mutually intelligible.

63 (NN, 1886).

64 (NN, 1891), translated from Danish, not Swedish. The translator is given as I'-ma Percrpém (Ms. Renstrgm).

65 Incongruous bracketing reproduced from the original.

66 ¢ ¢ 1BOIOPOIHBIM GpaToM, probably a reference to Kovalevskaya’s two years older cousin Mikhail, another of Malevich’s
pupils.

67 orpickaTh = track down, locate, find.

8 Malevich seems to be hinting at Anne Charlotte Edgren-Leffler.

9 Another reference to Kovalevskaya’s visit with Semevsky on May 29, 1890.
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Who among people is without weakness? — Who, having achieved something, does not wish for more?...
And so the unusual scientist, not content with world fame, wishes to also be known as a self-taught genius,
first of all in Sweden, where nobody knew about her course of education, and then, maybe not noticing it
herself, she got carried away with ripened, deceptive fantasies and set in motion an unprecedented tale in a
small circle of interlocutors, believing that her story, going from one to the other, even aside from printing,
would be considered a true, undisputable fact.

Did I think that my “Memories”, written with the goal of acquainting the public with the female phe-
nomenon’’ during her lifetime, — that truthful facts, read by this same woman several times and approved
by her, would be suspected of falsehood [or shameful self-glorification]!..

4. Discussion

What’s in a name? Very much, judging by the efforts people make to build and protect their reputations.
Kovalevskaya sought to portray herself as a child prodigy, whose mathematical talents flourished sponta-
neously. The anecdotes we have referred to above, about uncle Pyotr, and about reading Bourdon’s Algebra
in secret at night, and about Professor Tyrtov who compared her to Pascal, all serve to reinforce the image
of a precocious wunderkind who did not need teachers for her mathematical education, relying solely on
the force of her own intellect and the inspiration of books and her beloved uncle.

This project of reputation-building could not accommodate a central role for Kovalevskaya’s teacher in
childhood and youth, and she described her lessons with Malevich rather dismissively.

Malevich, on the other hand, wanted to be remembered for his successful home-schooled pupils, whose
mathematical skills relied on the training he had given them, using his version of the slow and meticulous
method of Grube. Kovalevskaya, the world’s first female professor of mathematics, was to be the triumphant
pinnacle of Malevich’s legacy.

In painting this picture of himself as the successful educator of a famous professor, Malevich completely
depended on Kovalevskaya for confirmation of his role in her formation as a mathematician. But alas, no
such confirmation was forthcoming. He had cautiously let her read the draft of his memoirs, asking her
to correct and amend any part not agreeable to her, and she had taken ample advantage of his invitation
to do so. Even so, Malevich’s intentions were thwarted by Kovalevskaya, who in her own memoirs and in
her autobiographical story downplayed his role to such an extent that it seems she wanted him out of the
picture. In particular, the anecdotes we have mentioned leave little room for Malevich in Kovalevskaya’s
early mathematical education.

The contrast in motivations and intentions between the illustrious professor and her former teacher is
most striking, and Malevich’s tone is correspondingly irate. While his resentful letter to Semevsky is previ-
ously unpublished, let us start our discussion by acknowledging that it has been mentioned in at least two
places in the literature:

4.1. “An angry clarification, which has remained unpublished” — excerpts in Shtraikh 1951

The passage from Kovalevskaya’s “Autobiographical Story” about how she came to understand the sine
function with the help of Tyrtov’s physics textbook (Tyrtov, 1862) is reprinted in Shtraikh’s edition of her
memoirs and letters which appeared at the centenary of her birth (Kovalevskaya and Shtraikh, 1951, pp.
141-142). In an endnote, Shtraikh says that when Malevich had read this, “he sent Semevsky an extended

70 o3HAaKOMUTE ODIIECTBO € YKEHIITUHOIO-(DEHOMEHOM.
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and angry clarification, which has remained unpublished. I will cite some excerpts of the manuscript, inter-
esting for the biography of Kovalevskaya”.”!

The extended and angry clarification which Shtraikh mentions and quotes excerpts from, and which
has remained unpublished (until now), is the letter which is the topic of the present article. The excerpts
Shtraikh gives appear in (Kovalevskaya and Shtraikh, 1951, pp. 475-476) and cover most of the first four

pages of the manuscript.
4.2. “A very bitter section (unpublished)” — Stillman’s mention of the letter 1978

According to the records of the Semevsky archive, the American linguist and translator Beatrice Stillman
(1922-2006) is the only Western scholar who has had access to Malevich’s letter to Semevsky until one of
us (Birkeland) obtained permission to scan it for publication. Unfortunately, in (Stillman et al., 1978) the
letter is placed somewhat out of context and chronology, and we take this opportunity to fill in some infor-
mation apparently unavailable to Stillman at the time. Stillman maintains that Kovalevskaya depreciated
Malevich’s influence on her education, and that Malevich was so offended that he decided to write his own
memoirs:

Malevich himself had been highly incensed by Kovalevskaya’s slighting remark, and in response he wrote
a lengthy reminiscence of his nine years as tutor in the Korvin-Krukovsky family, elaborating his entire
course of study in detail. This reminiscence was published in Russkaya Starina in 1890, except for a very
bitter section (unpublished) in which Malevich depreciated the influence of Uncle Pyotr Vasilyevich and
Professor Strannolyubsky, and maintained that it was he who had started Kovalevskaya on her mathematical
career (Stillman et al., 1978, p. 229).

The “very bitter section (unpublished)” mentioned by Stillman is the letter which is the topic of this
article. However, it was neither a section of Malevich’s memoirs, nor was it written in the context, nor even
at the time, indicated by Stillman. To better understand the correct sequence of events, let us assemble the
facts in a table:

Written Published  Journal
Malevich’s “Memories” 1888-1889 1890 “Russkaya Starina”, vol. 68
Kovalevskaya’s “Childhood Memories” 1889-1890 1890 “Vestnik Evropy”, vol. 144
Kovalevskaya’s “Autobiographical story” May 1890 1891 “Russkaya Starina”, vol. 72
Malevich’s letter to Semevsky January 1892 2022 This journal

No doubt Malevich was offended by Kovalevskaya’s remarks, but his memoirs were not written in re-
sponse to them. On the contrary, as Malevich himself writes to Semevsky, he was so proud of his former
pupil that when she received the Prix Bordin from the French Académie des Sciences in 1888, he decided
to write his memoirs in her honour.

Malevich’s “Memories” and Kovalevskaya’s “Childhood Memories” and “Autobiographical Story” were
all written and published around the same time. Malevich reports about the amiable correspondence with
Kovalevskaya where he invited her to correct and amend any parts of his manuscript not agreeable to her,
and indeed she took ample advantage of his offer. Stillman is therefore not justified in saying that Malevich

7l MIpounTas B KOMMCHTHDPYCMOM PACCKA3C CTPOKH, OTMCUCHHBIC HACTOAIMM IpuMedanneM, Masesn npucian Cemen-
CKOMY ODIITUPHOE U CEPINTOE Pa3bsiCHEHNE, OCTABINeeCsT HeHATIeYaTaHHbIM. 1[puBely M3 pyKOIUCH HECKOJBKO OTPBIBKOB,
WHTepecHBIX Ayt buorpadun KoBameBekoi.
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wrote his memoirs as a reaction to Kovalevskaya’s. Furthermore, the letter we have presented in translation
in this article was not, as Stillman indicated, an unpublished section of Malevich’s memoirs. Those were
already in print at the time when the letter was written.

4.3. Kovalevskaya’s “circle of interlocutors” in Stockholm and “admiring listeners” in St. Petersburg

Malevich is especially vitriolic in his description of how Kovalevskaya spread favourable but untrue
stories about herself to her new friends in Sweden, information which then found its way to the editor of
the magazine Nordstjernen (NN, 1886). Her interlocutors are gullible enough to believe what she says.
He uses similar language to denigrate the participants at Semevsky’s literary salon May 29, 1890, where
(Kovalevskaya, 1891) was stenographed.

It is painful to see how hard it was for Malevich to accept the wording in the illustrated magazine article
(NN, 1886), available to him in Russian translation as (NN, 1891). As pointed out in (Kaufholz-Soldat,
2019, p. 65), and easily verified by searching old magazine and newspaper archives, a great number of
such articles, based on similarly imprecise information, were published all over Northern Europe during
Kovalevskaya’s years as professor in Stockholm.

On closer scrutiny, the translation of (NN, 1886) into (NN, 1891) leaves something to be desired. The
Danish phrase “lykkedes det hende at faa” (she succeeded in getting) is translated as “eit ciyaumaocs
oTbickaTh’ (she happened to track down/search out/locate/find). Malevich is unhappy about the latter word,
underlining it where he quotes it in his letter, and placing “(!)” after it. But his discontent is simply based
on a poorly nuanced translation.””

4.4. Chronology of Kovalevskaya’s studies with Strannolyubsky

Malevich rejects the information Kovalevskaya gave, and which her brother confirmed in (Korvin-
Krukovsky, 1891), about the timing of her lessons with Alexander Nikolayevich Strannolyubsky. Let us
consider the various existing reports about when these lessons started.

It is undisputed that Kovalevskaya spent the winter 1867-68 in St. Petersburg, taking private mathemat-
ics lessons with Strannolyubsky. Returning to St. Petersburg after the summer of 1868, she continued her
studies with him through the winter. She left St. Petersburg in April 1869, and spent three semesters in
Heidelberg studying with Helmholtz and Kirchhoff before moving to Berlin in October 1870 to study with
Weierstrass. Kovalevskaya’s personal impressions of Strannolyubsky are vividly described in her corre-
spondence with her sister Anyuta (Birkeland, 2020).

In her memoirs, Kovalevskaya indicates that she started taking lessons with Strannolyubsky much earlier,
when she was fifteen years old, which would have been in 1865, and this version seems to have taken hold in
the biographical literature. She says, in connection with the familiar story of how one wall of her childhood

72 (NN, 1886): Hendes familie var meget velhavende, og hun ngd en omhyggelig Undervisning, serlig i Sprog; da blev hun
tilfeldig Deltager i nogle Mathematik-timer sammen med en Fetter, hvis Kappelyst skulde vakkes derved, og med Et aabenbarede
hun sine store Evner i denne Retning. Men Forzldrene gnskede ikke, at deres Datter skulde studere, og Laretimene ophgrte til
barnets store Sorg. Men paa egen Haand arbejdede hun videre, og under et Ophold i St. Petersburg lykkedes det hende at faa en
dygtig Learer, der forbavsedes over, at den unge Pige allerede paa egen Haand havde arbejdet sig ind i et vigtigt og vanskeligt Afsnit
af Mathematiken.

(NN, 1891): Eé pojcTBeHHUKM ObLIN BECbMa COCTOATEbLHBI U OHA IOJIYyYHJIa OCHOBAaTE/JIbHOEe 00pa30BaHue, B 0COOEH-
HOCTHU B 4A3bIKaX; CJIy‘{afIHO OHa IIPpHUHAJIa y9aCTHe B YPOKaX MaTeMaTHuKUu C eé JABOXOPDOJIHBIM 6p3,TOI\/I; Ipu 3TOM Yy Heé
SABUJIACH CTPACTh K MATEMaTHKe W OHA OKa3aJja B Heil 6osbinue criocobnoctu. Ho pomnrenn eé me kesanm, 9TobbI OHA
9TOMY yUWJIACh, U YPOKHU IPEKPATUIUCH K OOJIBINON Hedan pebéHka. Tem He MeHee, OHa caMa ITPOJIOJIKAJIA YIUThCA U
B OJHO U3 Hp€6BIBaHI/H7I B C.—HeTep6ypre eit CJIY9IUJIOCHh OTBICKATh XOPOIIEro y4duTeJisd, KOTOpBIﬁ YAUBUJICH, 9TO MOJIOLad
JIEBYIIIKA CAMOYIKON y?Ke JIOCTHIJIA TAKUX IVIyOOKWX IIO3HAHUI B MaTEMAaTHKE.
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bedroom, for lack of wallpaper during redecoration, was covered in ordinary paper, which happened to
contain lithographed lectures by Ostrogradsky’® on differential and integral calculus:

When, many years later, as an already fifteen-year-old girl, I took my first lesson in differential calculus
from the famous mathematics teacher in St. Petersburg, Alexander Nikolayevich Strannolyubsky, he was
surprised at how quickly I grasped and mastered the concepts of the limit and derivative, “as if I knew them
beforehand”. I remember that’s how he put it. And the thing was, indeed, that the minute he was explaining
these concepts to me, I suddenly vividly remembered that all this stood on the sheets of Ostrogradsky I
remembered, and the very notion of the limit seemed long since familiar to me. (Kovalevskaya and Shtraikh,
1951, p. 53, our translation)

Her version is supported by her brother, who in his biographical note includes the anecdote of how
she was inspired by professor Tyrtov’s textbook on physics when she was fourteen years old, and asserts
that Tyrtov mediated contact with his young colleague Strannolyubsky who gave Kovalevskaya lessons in
mathematics during the family’s winter sojourn in St. Petersburg 1864-1865:

... her work, although not of direct scientific importance, reveals a talent that is completely out of the
ordinary, especially when you consider that it came from a 14-year-old girl!

... Shortly afterwards, at the start of the winter season in St. Petersburg, on the recommendation of the same
N. N. Tyrtov, a good acquaintance of his, a teacher of mathematics at the Naval School and a very famous
pedagogue in St. Petersburg, A. N. Strannolyubsky, was invited to give Sophie lessons. (Korvin-Krukovsky,
1891, pp. 631-632, our translation from the Russian)’*

However, in the letter we are discussing here, Malevich maintains that the first of these lessons could not
have taken place before the middle of January 1868:

... the general’s wife and her daughters went to St. Petersburg at the start of October 1867, and I, at the
request of the general, prolonged my lessons with my pupil until the first days of January 1868. — Only on
Kreshchenie did the general and his son head for the capital, and hence he could not permit himself to invite
A. N. Strannolyubsky to give lectures until the middle of January. (Malevich, 1892)

Which version is to be believed? Did Kovalevskaya’s lessons with Strannolyubsky start in the winter of
1864-1865, or 1867-1868?

Taking into account that Malevich taught Kovalevskaya basic algebra at the family estate in Palibino
from 1865, proceeding to second degree equations in 1866, and continuing with algebra lessons during the
family’s trip to Switzerland and Germany in 1866-67, it seems somewhat incongruous that Kovalevskaya
should have been introduced to differential and integral calculus by Strannolyubsky in St. Petersburg, start-
ing as early as the winter 1864-1865. Also, it appears that Strannolyubsky may have been away from St.
Petersburg for some of the time in question. During the winter 1866-1867, he submitted for publication a
report on a scientific mission studying battleships in England and France which he had recently undertaken

73 Mikhail Vasilyevich Ostrogradsky (1801-1862), mathematician, mechanist, and physicist, studied in Paris 1822-26, returned to
St. Petersburg, and became one of the leading mathematicians of Imperial Russia.

74 . Tpys €8, XOTS M He MMEBIIHIl HEIOCPEICTBEHHO HAy THOTO 3HAMCHNSI, OOHADYYKHBACT B HEil JAPOBAHIE, COBEPIICHHO
BBIXOJIAIIEE U3 Psijia OOBIKHOBEHHBIX, B 0COOEHHOCTH, €CJIU IPUHATH BO BHUMAHUE, YTO OH UCXOAMII OT 14-j1erneit jeouku!
... Bckope 3a srum, 1mo npwuess Ha 3uMHBIA ce3oH B IlerepOypr, mo pexomengaruu toro ke H. H. TwiproBa, 6bL1
npurIamés st 3auaTelii ¢ Codoii XOpoIuii ero 3HAKOMBI, IPEoIaBaTes b MaTeMaTHK B MOPCKOM yUIHIIHINE U BECbMa

uzsectubiil B [lerepOypre negaror A. H. Crpannosnobekuii.
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(Strannolyubsky, 1867).”> Kovalevskaya arrived in St. Petersburg with her mother and sister in October
1867, and she took private lessons with Strannolyubsky on differential and integral calculus, starting some
time that winter. Her letters to her sister Anyuta in 1868, in which she makes frequent reference to Stran-
nolyubsky, contain no mention of any previous lessons with him three years earlier.

Let us cite a passage from Kovalevskaya’s autobiographical story which seems to corroborate Malevich’s
version. She is describing how her father reacted to Tyrtov’s elation on realizing that she had understood
trigonometric formulas by reading his physics textbook:

Then, after some hesitation, my father agreed to take A. N. Strannolyubsky as my teacher, with whom we
then set to work successfully and during the winter went through analytic geometry, differential, and integral
calculus.

The following year I married V. O. Kovalevsky and soon after that we went abroad, but there we again went
our separate ways. (Kovalevskaya, 1891, p. 454)7°

She married Kovalevsky in 1868, so here she places her first lessons with Strannolyubsky in the winter
1867-1868, confirming Malevich’s description of the events.’’

We submit a final piece of evidence in support of Malevich’s version: In February 1891, Strannolyubsky
himself published what must have been one of the first obituaries of Kovalevskaya to appear in a journal
(Strannolyubsky, 1891). One might expect that he would have confirmed having taught her from an unusu-
ally early age if that were the case, but he did not. He simply stated that she had received basic education at
home before continuing her studies in mathematics and natural sciences in St. Petersburg at the end of the
1860s.78

4.5. Was Malevich vindicated?

While it is more than plausible that Malevich’s account of the sequence of Kovalevskaya’s lessons with
himself and with Strannolyubsky is correct, this was hardly his only reason for writing the letter. He was
incensed at the belittlement he perceived in Kovalevskaya’s depiction of him and his role in her early
education. It therefore seems appropriate to also ask the broader question of whether his goals in writing
this letter were achieved.

And what were these goals, precisely, beyond letting off steam? We must speculate. Let us remark that
copious amounts of steam was not unprecedented in the correspondence between Malevich and Semevsky.
They exchanged letters during several decades, and occasional unrestrained rebukes did not abrade their
friendship.

Had Malevich hoped to have a rebuttal printed in Russkaya Starina? We shall never know. Even though
Semevsky was an avid archivist, no reply or copy of a reply has been found which could serve to illuminate

75 We are unfortunately unable to ascertain the exact dates of this trip, but Strannolyubsky’s report cites the 3-volume shipbuilding
reference work (Russell, 1865) which had been available to him, so it is plausible that he was abroad during parts of 1866.
76 Torpa, nocse HEKOTOPOr'o KoJIiebaHwus, OTel] MOl cornacuiics B3aTh MHe B yunress A. H. CrpanHomio6cKoro, ¢ KOTOphIM
MBI BCJIEJ] 3aTeM IIPUHSIIACH YCIEIIHO 3a paboTy U B TeUeHNe 3UMBbI IIPOILIN AHAJUTUIECKYIO reoMeTpuio, auddepeniin-
aJIbHOE M MHTerPajbHOEe NCUUCIIEHHE.

B caenyromem rogy s Bbinuia 3amyxk 3a B. O. KoBasieBCKOro u BCKOpe MOCJIE 9TOrO Mbl YEXaJIU 3arPaHUILy, HO TaM
CHOB Pa3beXajluCh B PA3HbIE CTOPOHBI.
77 This discrepancy between (Kovalevskaya, 1890) and (Kovalevskaya, 1891) was also noted by Stillman in (Stillman et al., 1978,
p. 204).
78 Tosyuus moma ocHoBaresibHOE 0b1Iee 0b6pazoBanue, Codba Bacuiabesna, no nepeese ¢ popuressyu B C.-ITerepbypr,
B KOHIIe 60-BbIX [OOB, IPOIOIIKAIIA 3/IECD, TOMA, 2Ke, 3aHATUS MATeMaTHIeCKIMI I eCTeCTBEHHbIME HaykaMu. (Strannolyub-

sky, 1891, p. 213)
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how the letter was received. Semevsky was already ill, he had put his affairs in order and died within
weeks of receiving this letter. Thus, it remained unnoticed in Semevsky’s archive until Shtraikh and/or
Modzalevsky had it transcribed at an unknown date between 1918 and 1948, and it has not been published
in its entirety until now.

Surviving both of his two remarkable pupils by several years, Malevich lived out his otium without
redress, either from Semevsky or from Kovalevskaya herself. We have found no eulogy, not even in the
pages of Russkaya Starina, which after Semevsky’s death in 1892 was edited by his younger brother Vasily
Ivanovich Semevsky (1848-1916), also one of Malevich’s previous pupils. Malevich is an unsung hero of
Kovalevskaya’s story.

It is noticeable that, despite his bitterness at Kovalevskaya’s perceived lack of esteem for him, Malevich
never wavers from the utmost respect for her as a scientist and a remarkable woman. He wears on his sleeve
his disappointment at her depreciation of him and his tutelage of her, but there is not a hint of any intention
to damage her reputation as a pioneering female professor of mathematics. Indeed, to this day she remains
an icon of feminist ambition and achievement.
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Sofya Vasilyevna Kovalevskaya (1850-1891). Source: Russkaya Starina vol. 68, November 1890. https://runivers.ru/
bookreader/book201817/#page/315.
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Hocud UrnatneBuy
ManxeBuu

Tosif Ignatyevich Malevich (1813-1898). Source: Public domain photograph provided by the Polytechnic Museum (IIo-
JIMTEXHUIeCKU My3eit) in Moscow. http://www.imyanauki.ru/rus/photos/index.phtml.

Mwuxaun NBaHoBUY CemeBCKuiA

Mikhail Ivanovich Semevsky (1837-1892). Source: Public domain photograph provided by Lyudmila Pimanova (JIroxn-
vmita [Imvanosa). http://lyudmila-pimanowa.narod.ru/.
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Appendix. Russian transcript

Besukue Jlykn, sasaps 17 aus 1892r.77

B 1887 rony s BozobHOBMT mepenucky ¢ C.B. mo ciyuato mpunsaToro e npesmoxkennss CTOK-
rospMc. yausepenTeral) # BCKOpe HOJIyUmII JIFOOE3HOE MHCHMO C H3bIBJIEHIEM HCKPEHHeil 6aro-
JIAPHOCTHU 3a JEeBITUJIeTHEE MOe IPENoJaBaHue, MPOJIOYKUBIIEE €l JIOPOry K BBICIINM 3HAHUSIM.
B crnenyromem 1888 romy, xorma C.B. 3a Hay4aHBIM MOABUAT IOJIyYmMJIa BBICIIYIO Harpamgy us3 Ila-
prkckoir Akamemun Hayk, s ObL1 Tak 00pafoBaH 4YTO peIIwjcs Hamucarh “BocrmomuHanus” o
ee y4eOHBIX TPYJAaX B TEUYEHUHU JEBATU JIET U IOCJIEYIOIMIEM BPEMEHW, 0 TOJIyUEHUsI €10 BbIC-
el y9IeHo CTemeHu, C IeJbI0 COXPAHUTL MaTepuas Jisg omorpaduu u 03HAKOMUTL HAIle 00-
IMECTBO C KEHIMUHOIO-deroMeHoM. — [lo3npasiisisa ee ¢ BeTMKAM HAYTHBIM YCIIEXOM, S COOOTIIHIT
gro nuiny “‘Bocriomunanusg”’, 0 MOUX TEeJArOTMYECKUX TPYJAaX C HEI0, KOTOPhIE ThI YKEJIAEIIb I10-
MectuTh Ha crpanunax ‘Pyc. Crapunb’. — 910 moBuImMOMYy ee Kak OyITO BCTPEBOXKUIIO. —
Ona mmcana mue u3 llapmxka, uto “bomrTcd OBITH B medaTn’, & MOTOMY YOETUTETHHO ITPOCHUT:
HEJIb3s1 JIU IPHUCIaTh MOIO PYKOIIUCH JJIsi CJIUYEHUdA ¢ ee coOCTBeHHBIMU ‘BocmoMuuanmsamu’, KO-
TOpbIE OHA IHIINET 1O MPOChDE HEKOTOPBIX CBOWX JIPY3€il, UTO Ke KACaeTCs IMOpTpeTa ee Jijis
Momnx ‘“BocrnoMuuanuu’, TO HEMEIJIEHHO BBINLIET, TEIEPb XK€ IOCBLIAET PEIIeHUe €0 BOIPOCA,
O IBUZKEHUU TBEPAOr'O Teja BOKPYT HeHO,Z[BI/I)KHOI;‘I TOYKHU, HalledaTaHHOI'O Mt—o B MaTeMaTu4de-
ckoM :kypHaje Acta Mathematica. — 2Keyasgue 310 BIIOJIHE COBIIAJAJIO C MOUM HaMEPEHHEM: He
ornaBarh B nevdarh ‘Bocrmom.”, moka C.B. ux He 0100puT; & MOTOMY, IMOKOHYHUBIIN HACKOPO CBOIO
paboty, s mocyast eit kK [lapuxk gersipe Terpajgu “Bocmom.” —

B cenrsabpe mecsite, Ha Bo3pparHoM myTu B IlIBenmio, C.B. yBemoMmmia MeHst B GOJIBIIIOM HUCHME
n3 Bepymia, 9T0 X0OTs OHA pOYXTAJIA ¢ OOJIBITUM HHTEpecoM Mou “Bocmom.”, HO 2KeJtast, 0 MOeMy
JIO3BOJICHUIO, BBIITYCTUTh HEKOTOPhIE MECTa, OHA, BO3BPATUBIINCH B CTOKIO/IBM, IIPOUTET €IIIe pa3 C
OOJIBIIMM BHUMAHUEM W TOTA OTOIJIET MO0 PYKOIKMCH CO CBOUM TOPTPETOM. — TOJIBKO B OKTsIOpe
s moJryamt Mou “Bocmom.” ¢ mucbMmoM, B KoropoMm C.B. mpocur npu nepenucke HabeJI0 UCKIIOIUTD
MeCTa, B3sdThle B CKOOKM, U ITIOMECTUTH HECKOJHKO HEDOJIBINNX MPUOABOK, HAIMCAHHBIX €10 HA I10-
Jisix. — VICKJIIOUEHO: XapaKTEePUCTUKA I'yBEPHAHTKU-AHTVIMIAHKY; BPEIHOE BJIMSHUE BOCITUTAHUS HA
pa3BuTHe u HanpasieHne xapakrepa C.B., 9To u oHa cama co3HaBaJia; IyIOBUIIHBIE My3bIKAJIbHBIE
YPOKH I[P CUJIbHOM CTYYaHUH MTAJIOYKOH 110 (DOPTENBAHO U CTPAITHOM KPUKE, Pa3/aBaBIIEMCH 110
BCEMY JIOMY U Jp. — BBINyIIeHo Tak2Ke HECKOJIBKO MECT, IJle TOBOPUTCS O CTPOIITHBOM U HEOOY 3 /1aH-
HOM xapakTtepe crapiieii cectpbl C.B., nMeBmieM Takke JIypHOe BJIUSHUE HE TOJBKO Ha XapaKTep,
HO W HaIlpaBJIeHWE IOCJIE/IHEl; 3aTeM HCKJIIOYeH repuo Bpemenu, B kotopoMm C.B., 6pocusmias
yUY€eHbIE 3aHATUA U CUYNTAS X OECIIOJIE3HBIMU JIJIf YKEHIIWH, KaJIeJIa [IOTPAYeHHOr0 BPEMEHHU JIJIs
HAyKW U, CBEPX TOr0, 3a9€PKHYTHI HECKOJIbKO CTPAHMUI], HA KOTOPBIX OMUCHIBACTCS JIOBOJIBHO II0-
JIpobHO HeobryMaHHOoe IpeanpusTre KoBameBckoro, noBeinee ero 10 moaHoro pazopenus. — “Ho,
YTO KacaeTCsl IMeJarorndeckoro oTiaesa’, mucasia OHa, “TO OH TaK MOHPABUJICS MHE, UTO s IIPUHSLIA
€ro K CBEJIEHUIO M BOCIIOJIB3YIOCh ITpH 00y 1ueHus moeit nodepu. — Ho Gymer kaiko, eciim CeMeBCKMiA,
PUJIEPKUABASICH ITPOrPAMMBI CBOEI'O MCTOPUYECKOTO & He I1e/IarOrHYecKoro KypHaJia, HalIeT He-
VIO0OHBIM TIOMECTUTD ITOT OTIENT . —

Samerb ke Tenepb, uro C.B. mocie 3pesioro obcyzkaeHnss U OTIYUCTKH Moux ‘Bocmom.” momreep-
JIIJIa B TIOJIHOM Mepe BCe TO, YTO TOBOPUTCs 00 HEll: a IMOTOMY PACCKa3 ee MocJie TBOeTro obea 1 eIe
B BUJIy CKOPOI'O TOsIBJIEHUsI B medaru Moux ‘Bocrom,” 6pocaer CUIBbHYIO M BMECTE C TE€M JIOCTOM-
HYIO YAUBJICHUIO, HCIIOHATHYIO T€Hb Ha MOE€ ITOBECTBOBaHUE U 3aCTaBJ/IACT COMHEBATHCA B IIPpaB/E.

7 Ilara pykoro M. . Cemesckoro.
80 T . CTOKroIBMCKOrO yuusepcureTa, Bepaee Stockholms Hogskola.
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— “BocrrioMuHaHUS MOM O JIUIE, HAXOMAIIEMCS TOT/A B »KUBBIX, IOCJIE IBYKPATHOIO YTEHUSA WX,
ITOIIPABOK W MCKJIIOYEHUsT MHOTUX MECT, CAETAHHBIX 3TUM K€ JIUIOM, OCTAJIUCH YUCTHIM 3€PKAJIOM,
OTpazKaloUM Bech xoi1 mMoumx 3anaruit ¢ C.B.; onm majiekum oT Tex ¢aHTaswii U YKJIOHEHHS OT
HUCTWHBI, TAK YACTO MOMAJAIONIUXCS B TO3TH3UPoBaHHbIX ‘Bocnomonanusx” C.B., Ha KoTopble s
YKa3bIBaJI ¢ HEMaJIbIM yAUBJIEHUEM, Korda 5Tu “Bocmomun.” Thl unTaa Ham B PEmopiose. —
IIpucrynaro Kk 0630py Tex MecT HamedaTaHHOro pacckasa Codbu BacuiabeBHBI, e OHA FOBOPUT
000 MHe.

[HemoymeBato si, yIUBJISIFOTCS MHOTHE, UHATABIIAE STOT PACCKA3, MOYEMYy Thl B TPEIUCTOBUU
K HeMy aBTOPUTETHO 3adABUJI, YTO “CLII/ITaeHlb HeO6XO,ZLI/IMI)IM -@-!—!}81 n3BJIeYb U3 CBOETO apXuBa

aBrobuorpaduueckuii pacckas csoero japyra” {14 sic ... ITosropsito, eciu Obl ThI B3sJI HEPHOLT
Bpemenu ot 1880-it mo 1890-it rom, TO 3TO OBLIIO ObI UCTUHHBIM U IIEHHBIM IOIIOJIHEHUEM MaTepua-
708 115t 6uorpaduu C.B.; HO 110 KAKOMY-TO HEIIOHSITHOMY 3#66HOMY~ B3IVISLY ThI, KAK TOBOPUTCS,
K OOvKe MEMy mpubaBUII JIOKKY JIEITIO U ODJIEK B I'yCTOM TyMaH BCE TO, YTO OBLIO CKA3aHO MHOIO U
®enopom BacusbeBuueM o IeBATUIETHBIX yIEOHBIX 3aHATHAX (DEHOMEHAJBHOM KeHIIHbI. — Ho He-
MIOTIPABUMOE JIEJIO CIIeJIAHO, PACCKA3 HaledaTaH u Tebe OCTAeTCs TOTUPATb PYKHU OT y/IOBOJIbCTBUS,
YTO TPYJ JIABHErO TBOEro Apyra, 4ro “Bocrom.” ero, HammcaHHBIE C OMACHOCTHIO OKOHYATEIHHO
OTEPSITH 3PEHWe W, IIPHU TOJIHON Bepe B ApyKOy, MomapeHHble Tebe OT YMCTOrO Cep/ila Ha Ia-
MsITh, ITOTAJ B KAKOW-TO BOJOBOPOT, U3 KOTOPOTO TPY/IHO U3BJIEYb MPABY, KOT/Ia PACCKA3 CAMOIO
npodeccopa-MaTeMaTHKa TOYTH OIMPOBEPTaeT MOBECTBOBAHUE €10 YUUTEJIs. —]

Ha 4-ii crpanune pacckasa, K YAUBIEHHUIO [BCSKOIO, HE MOTEPSIBIIErO 3IPaBbIil CMBICII|, HAXOIUM
creyroree: “9To ObLIO TaK JABHO, YTO TEIIEPh COBCEM HE ITOMHIO €r0 YPOKOB; OHU OCTAJIUCH Y MEHS
TEMHBIM BOCIIOMHHAHTEM!” —

[IpounTaBmu negarormdeckuiit oraea B Moux “Bocmom.” u morom atu cioBa C.B., Beaxwuii, maxke
BeCbMa, HeJIAJeKWil IeJI0BEeK, HeJ0yMEeBasd, MOXKET BOIPOCHUTDH: KAKAM 0DPA30M TaKas JTapOBUTAS
JITYHOCTH, Kak KoBajeBcKast, ¢ TPOMaTHBIME CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY ¥ HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO TIAMSITHIO, PEJTKO
BCTPEYAEMOE B UEJIOBEKE, MOIJIa 3a0bITh JIEBATUIETHUN KyPC YUeHUsd, [IPEoIaBaeMblil €ii ¢ Besu-
KUM YCIIEXOM B CaMbl€ BOCIIPUUMYHUBBIE ¥ OCTABIINECS HABCETIA B MAMSTU OBl Y€JIOBEKA C 8-U 10
16-tu jieT Bo3pacTa? — DTO CTpaHHAS BBIXOJKA PajJd KPACHOT'O CJIOBEYKa OPOCAET CUJIBbHYIO TEHb
HA CBETJIYIO JIO CUX TIOP JINYHOCTH HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO MaTEeMATHKA. [~ A Ubs BUHA, CIPOIIY B CBOIO
ouepenb? — Ha ubeil coBeCcTH JIsI?KET TsXKEJIBIM THETOM HENpaBia W IyTAHWUIlA, OPOIIEHHAs B IIe-
9aTh, HE OTHECIINCH K PaCcCKa3y KPUTUIECKU U B3BECUBIIH €r0 HA Becax UCTUHBI! —|

JaJstee paccka3uniia TOBOPUT: ‘B 0COOEHHOCTHU XOPOIIO 1 cBoeobpaszHo MaJsieBrd mpernogasast apud-
MEeTHUKY . —

Yro Takoe cBoeobpasuo? — OHO TOXKJIECTBEHHO CO CJIOBAMU OPUTMHAJIBHO, TUKOBUHHO. — Ha3BaTh
CBOEOOPA3HON METO/y BIIOJIHE PAI[MOHAJIbHYIO0, BEIPAOOTAHHYIO MHOTOJIETHUM OIBITOM U CXOJIHYO
¢ mpeBocxomHOi Meromoit A. ['pyGe, He TOJBKO CMeJIo, HO M HEIIPOCTUTEJIbHO MaTeMaTuKy. — Bee
MOW YUI€HUKH, 06e3 M3bATHUS, JIIOOUTH apudpMeTUKY, TeJIaIn B Hell XOpOoIne yCIexu, U HeKOTOPhIe
KOHYWJIN BBICITUHI KypC MATEMATHKN B YHUBEPCUTETAX WU aKaJEMUAX BCJIEICTBUE CBOCOOPA3HOTO
MPETOABAHNSI, TECHO COEINHEHHOTO C MOJTHBIM PA3BATHEM MATEMATHIECKUX CITOCOOHOCTEH JTarKe
BECHbMa, MAJIO CIIOCODHBIX YIEHUKOB. —

“TIo Bceit BeposiTHOCTH ', ToBOpUT C.B. “Oiraronapsi BIUAHUIO N1, MEHsA 0OJiee 3aHUMAIU PA3HbIE
OTBJIEYEHHBIE PACCYKIEHU, (TAK 1 BUTHO XKeJIAHUE MOPUCOBATHCH. ) HAIIPUMED, 0 GeCKOHeUHOCTH .
-1

CrpaHHO 10 MaJIOW Mepe U JIayKe CMEIHO CJIBIIATh, 9TO AeBOUKYy 11-u miam 12-u jer 3aHmMAa

81 BockimuaresbHble 3HAKH MEPEUepPKHYTH B PyKOIIUCH.
82 3atuepKHyTO CJI0BO “3/100HOMY”.
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BOIIPOC O OECKOHEYHOCTH, IIPOIIOBEIBIBAEMBbIN IeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBII XBaTa/ICd 3a BCE HAYIHBIE BO-
IIPOCHI, HE WMesI OCHOBHBIX MOHATHI O TOM, O 9YeM HEOOIyMAaHHO PaCCyzKIajl ¢ JeBOYKOi. — 4 mor
OBI 3/1eCh MHOTO CKA3aTh O MOJIOXKUTEJIHLHOM BpE/e, KOTOPBIA AejIa/ MOUM YIEHHUIIAM JeI0BeK T00-
peiilneil Iy, HO HEBBIHOCUMBII B CBOUX CY2KJICHUAX CTPAHHBIX U AK€ CMEIIHbIX — O TOU WjIu
IPYTOil HayKe, — I HEOJHOKPATHO CTABUJI €My Ha BUJ OOJIBIINON BPEJ OT €ro MPOIIOBEIbIBAHUA;, OH
U3BUHAJICA W O0€Iajl MPEKPATUTh CBOU OAJIarypCcTBa; HO, KOTJA OIATH OHU BO30OHOBUJINCH, TO S
MIPOCHJI OTIA YUEHUI, MOUX CAMOMY IPHUHSITH He0OXOAuMbIe Mephl. — I BOT, KOr/a CTapuK 10 OOBIK-
HOBEHUIO 3aTPOHYJ KAKO-TO HAyYHBIN BOIPOC, TeHepas ckazaa emy: “IIéTp, s cepbé3no mporry
TeDsI ITepecTaTb NOBOPUTH O TOM, Yero He 3HAENIb OCHOBATEJIBHO M UTO BBIIE TBOUX IOHSITHA W
TeM 6ojlee MOUX JeTeil: DTO OYeHb BPEJIHO BjuseT Ha Moux AeBodek. — OQJHa B JIETCKOM CBOEM
yMe BOOOpazkaeT HalTH KBaJIpaTypy Kpyra, a JApyras, M0 TBOeMY IOYHMHY, Je3eT B (puiIocodbl B
CBOUX, Ha3BaHHBIX €10 puocodckux muchbMax! Beap Takue riiymble MpeTeH3UM U CyMacOpPOIHOEe
HaIPsAKEHNE HEOKPEIIIIero Mo3ra MOI'YT JIOBECTHU JIO 2KEJITOTO JIoMa)”. —

FEcau 6b1 gsms, coobpazkaelb ¢ BO3PACTOM U ITO3HAHUSAMU MOWX YUEHWI], TOJKOBAJI UM ODOOUM O
TOM, 9TO OHM U3YYUJIU WA M3YUIarOT, ITO, KOHEIHO, MOIJIO Obl IIPUHECTH HEKOTOPYIO MOJIb3Y; HO
IO IIPUCYIIIUM €My CTPAHHOCTSM OH yTOTAJ B MEUTE O BOIIPOCAX JIABHO OCTABJIEHHBIX YIEHBIMU 38
HEBO3MOXKHOCTBIO pa3Ba3aThb L OpJMEB y3eJI, WU K€ TOJKOBAJ C JEBOYKON 00 aCCUMIITOTAX Mpsi-
MbIX JuHui, 0 ¢punocodpun Kanra, @uxre, ['eresisi, 0 KOTOPBIX €My yIABAJIOCh TPOYECTh B HAIIMX
nepuonndecknx n3nanusx. — VI Bor, Codbs BacuibeBHa 1o mepBoMy BIIEUATIICHUIO B JIETCTBE HE
TOJIBKO IIPUJIAET KAKOe-TO 3HAYEHUE OpeIHsIM JsU, HO JIyMaeT, 9TO Tu OpeJIHd IPUBEJN B Heil
JIIOOOBb K MareMmMaTnke. — HuKe ckaxky mpaBauBbiMu y2ke ciaoBamu C.B., korma meiicTBuTeIbHO
OHA& MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA CHJILHOE BJIEYEHHE K MATEMATHKE. —

B pacckasze ceoem C.B. 3asBiser majee: “kpome apudmeruku MajeBud npenojaBajl MHE TaK¥Ke
9JIEMEHTAPHYI0 reoMeTpuio n ajarebpy. — ToJbKO 03HAKOMHUBINKMCH HECKOJIBKO C ITOM IIOC/IEIHEH,
4 IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHOE BJIEYeHHE K MaTeMaTUKe, 9TO CTaJIa IIpeHedbperaTh ApyTruMu
npeaMeTaMu’. —

Bor re ucturHOEe Hagaso JI00BU ee K MaTeMaTHKe a HEe B pa3IyIarOJIbCTBOBAHUSIX /1M, HEITOHU-
MAOIIEro, KakK M €ro C/AyIIaTeJbHUIIbI, TOr0, O YeM OH TOJKOBajJ. — JleficTBUTENbHO, s1 TTOMHIO
xoporro, uro C.B. ¢ KakuM-TO 0CODEHHBIM HACIAXKIECHUEM IIPUHSIACH U3ydaTh ajaredpy, KOria,
O3HAKOMWBIIIACh C yPaBHEHUEM IIE€PBOil CTEIEHW, MPUHAIACDh 3a PeIlleHue 3a7ad, KOTOPbIE JIaxKe
[IPY OTJIMYHOM 3HAHUU apPUPMETUKN KA3AJIUCh HEOMOIUMbIMU. — KoMOWHAIINSA HAJT JTAHHBIMU YUC-
JIAMHU W HEU3BECTHBIMU, 0OJiee MU MeHee OJIM3KOe OTHOINEHWE WX U, BCJIEICTBUE STOrO JIOTUIHOE
cocraBiienre ypapHenuii mosommiu C.B. Kakoro-to sKcTaza, sSBHO IMPOCBEUUBAIOIIEIOCS B €€ BO3-
Oy2KI€HHOM COCTOSHUU JIyXa U CUAIOIMIEM OT YIOBOJBLCTBUS JIUATIE. —

Caenyrormue 3aTeM cjoa KoBajieBCKOI He MMEIOT W TEHH NPaBIABL. — “YBHJS BO MHE TaKoe Ha-
npaBJjeHue”’, TOBOPUT OHA, “‘OTeIl MO, UMEeBIIUil BOOOIIe CUIbHOE ITpeIyOeKIeHne TPOTUB YISHBIX
JKEHIIWH, PEIu, 9TO HAJI0 IPEKPATUTh MOU YPOKHU mMaremaruku y Majgesuaa’. —

Huxkorma Huwero momobHOro He ObLIO. — YBjedeHHas mmmposusanueo C.B., kak mo3T, yromaer
B mupe aHTa3Wu, CTPEMsSChb, OIHAKO K, K cBoeMmy pium desiderium moka3aTb, UTO OHA BCEM
obsizana camoii cebe. — Ho desioBek, make He OUYeHb BHUKAIOIININ B ee IIOBECTBOBaHUE, CKOPO 3a-
MEeTHUT IIyTAHUILY, OOHAPYKUBAIOILYIO Henpasay. — JloKaXKy 3T0 HEOPOBEPKUMBIMU (DAKTAMU. —
4 cran mpenomaBaTh eif anredbpy B Hauaje 1865-ro romga, T.e. BCKope mocie yaasenus: w3 [lasu-
OwHa ryBepHAHTKU-aHTJIMIaHKA. — CIIyCTsi HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB, BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM
Biedennem C.B. Kk Maremarwke W NpEeKpaCHBIMU €e yCIIEXaMU C SBHBIM YIEpOOM JUIst APYTHX
[IPEJIMETOB, si IPOCHUJI COBETa OTIIA €€, KOTOPbI, Y3HABIINA O MPEKPACHBIX YCIEXaX B MATEeMAaTUKe
sobumoit gouepu, (Cum. “Pyc. Crap.” Hekabppb 1890-ro 1. crp. 630.) cepaeduno Giaromapui 3a MOu
TPY/bI U IIPOCUJI ITPOJOJIKATD MOJIE3HbIe YPOKU. — Jla 1 KakuMm 06pa3oM MOTJIa TPUATH MeHEPAJLY
MBICJIb O TIPEKPAIEHUN YPOKOB MATEeMATHKU, KOTJa OH Ipu Hadaje mMoux 3anatuil B [lanubune
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[POCUTI MeHst 00 OJTHOM TOJIBKO: “HODOJIbIIIE MATeMATHKU U noMeHblie caosecocTr”. — (CM. Mon

“Bocmiom.” B pykonucu, ot 111 B Hauase.) B ciemyromnem 3arem 1866-m rojy, nepej oTbe3nom yuae-
uur, moux B [IIBeitnaputo, s Hagas npoxoauts ¢ C.B. ypaBHeHUst BTOPOii CTENEHN, CJIEI0BATEIBHO,
OHA O3HAKOMUJIACH C aJrebpoil He HECKOJIBKO & O4YeHb COJIMJIHO; KOTJIa K€ II0 ee IIPOChOe y OTIa
— npursiacuth MeHs B IlIBejinapuio ¢ MareMaTHyecKUMU KHUTaMU — s roexaJsl 3arpasuiy, (Cu.
“Bocniom.” ot II, crp. 642.) To nmpexae B Moutpé a morom Ha Bogax B I'epmanuun C.B. konumia
¢ OOJIBIIIUM yCIIEXOM YpaBHEHMSI BTOPOM CTEIleHU, O0Iee NCCIeIOBAHNE X U JaXKe T€ OTIeNH, KO-
TOpbIE MOTJIH ObI CJIy?KUTb €l B MOJIb3y pH u3ydeHun Boicineii maremaruku; (Cm. mou “Bocrom.”
ora. I, crp. 629-) Bo3BpaTHBIIUCH Ke B Poccnio, s qyMast HadaTh mpernojaBanue 1T puroHoMeTpun.
[Tocste Bcero, HasokeHHOTO MHOIO U x0poiIino ussectHoro C.B., Moria-jin ona ckasaTb, 9TO OTeII ee
PETII TPEKPATUTE MOU YPOKH? — K 3T0it mMIIpoBU3anny oHa MPUCOETNHUIIA eII1e TAKYT0 HEITPOCTH-
TeJIbHYI0 HeOBLIUILY, KOTOpasi MeHsI J10 KpaitHocTu uzymuia: “OmHako, MHE YIaJI0Ch”, pacCKa3bIBaja
oHa, Koe-Kak BhimpocuTh y Nocuda NUrnarbepuda kuury: “Kype Anrebpesr Bypmona’, KoTopsrit st
cTaJjia MPUJIEsKHO U3yJaTh. — Tak-Kak IeJIbIi JeHb s ObLIa MO CTPOrUM Ha30poM ['yBepHAHTKH, TO
MHE [TPUXO/IAJIOCH ITYCTUTh B JIEJIO XUTPOCTh. VJIst criaTh, s KJiajia KHUTY MO/ MOJYIIKY U 3aTeM, KO-
/18 BCE 3aCHITTAJIH, 5, TPU TYCKJIOM CBETE JIAMIIA LI WU HOTHUKA, 38T THIBAIACH TIO TIEJIBIM HOYaM!”

B sroit ummpoeuzanuu C.B. 3apamoproBajiack yke 10 KpaitHoctr. — OHa BBIIpAIIMBAIA Y MEHS
kHUTY Arebphr, Kak 3ampentenubiii ion!!! — Jla Begb 3To yike He mMIpoBu3anys, a Aiax 3HaeT,
KaK Ha3BaTh €€ CKA3KM, COUMHEHHbIE HACKOPO, TYT K€, JIJI TIOYTEHHBIX COOECEIHUKOB, CUUTABIIIX
HEIIPEJIOZKHBIM BCE, UTO MCXOJMJIO U3 yCT KEHIUHbI-MaremaTuka. — Jla aro x g menan B [laaun-
oure B 1865-M rojmy mo yaasenun ryBepHanTtku Mapraputer @panHioBabl, moroMm B 1866-m romy
u, HaKOHell, B 1867-M Imocje/iHeM IOy MOMX 3aHATHi, [(IIPOILy MOEero JaBHEro JApyra 3aMeTUTh

s10!)| KOrIA 1 moexan ¢ rerepasiom B IlIBeiinapuio, B3sBIIU ¢ COOON MaTEMATHIECKUE KHUTH TI0 €€
JKe Mpockbe U mpernojaBa el nMeHHO AJireOpy, Kak CKa3aHO BBIIIE, O BO3BPAIIEHWN HAIIErO B
Poccuro, uro 63 comHeHUsT TOMHUT U MOXKeT oATBepauTh pojuoit 6par C.B. @enop Bacuibesua?
— IIporry ere 3ameruTh, uTo B Hadagse Cenrsdops Toro xe 1867-ro roma 3austus mou B [laaubume
¢ C.B. mpekparuuch HaBcerja, KOTJAa IO MOYUHY MOEMY PenreHO ObLIO MMOMeCTHTb Opara ee B
rumuasuo. — (Cm. “Pyc. Crap.” nekabpb 1890-ro r. crp. 643-5)

[MoaTBEpK MAT0 TECTHBIM CJIOBOM BO UMSI CBSITOM MPABJIBI, ITO BLIIPAIIUBAHNE ¥ MeHsI ArebphI, KO-
Topas Bcerja Boljaa B pykax C.B. mjisg mpuroroBjieHus JaHHBIX YPOKOB, KaK U BCE JIPyTUe yIeOHbIe
PYKOBOJICTBa, YTO 3Ta BbIIyMaHHAs XUTPOCTb OOMAHYTh CTPOTUN HAJ30D I'YBEPHAHTKU, KOTOPOI
naBHO y2Ke He Obwio B Ilammubune, 9T0 9T JaMIIa bl, HOYHUKH, IIPU KOTOPBIX OHA OYATO 3a49UThHI-
Bajach Ayrebpy TIO TIEIBIM HOYAM, KaK U BCE BBINIE CKA3aHHOE, YMCTOE MPOU3BEIEHUE JIOCYKETO,
10C/Ie00€IEHHOI0 BPEMEHHU, MCIIEYEHHbIE TYyT K€, HACKOPO [IJIsi TIOYTEHHBIX CODECEHUKOB [1 MO/~
XBadeHHbIe peakTopoM “Pycckoit Crapusbl’ ¢ KAKOWO-TO CTPAHHOIO, HEITOHSTHOO JJIsI MEHSI, BEPOIO
B HETIOIPENIMMOCTb HA3BAHHOTO WM, & B CYIIIHOCTH BOOOPaykaeMoro, HOBOTO JpyTal —]

Ocraercs, HAKOHET, IPUBECTH sIBHOE, HEOITPOBEPXKUMOE JIOKA3ATEIbCTBO My TAHUIBI WJIH, JIyUIIIe
CKa3aTh, MOpaXKaroIleil HepaBbl B cieaytoneM Mecte pacckasa C.B. “Tosbko mocjie HeKOToporo
KoJiebaHusa”’, TOBOPUT OHA, “OTeI] MO coryiacuiicst B3aTh MHe B yuurenas A. H. Crpamrosobekoro,
C KOTOPBIM MbI BCJI€J 33 TE€M YCIIEIIHO IPUHSJINCH 38 PA0OTy, U B T€YEHUE 3UMBbI IIPOIILIA aHAJIM-
THYECKYI0 TeOMeTpHUI0 U AudOepeHIuaIbHOe U HHTErPAJbHOE UCUUCIeHnE” . —

B “Bocmom.” moux (“Pyc. Crap.” nekabpn, 1890-ro r. crp. 644,) ckazaHo, 94TO KOTJa PEIIUINChH
nomectutrh Penopa Bacuiabesnua B rumMHasuio, To B Hadasie OKTaBpsa 1867-ro roga resHepaJibliia,
¢ mouepbMu yexasna B IlerepOypr, a s, mo mpockbe reHepaJia, MPOIOJIKAJI MOU 3aHATHSA C yUe-
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HIKOM JI0 TIepBbIX unces duBapss 1868-ro roma. — Tompko B Kpermenne® remepas ormpasmics ¢

CBIHOM B CTOJIMILY H, CJIEIOBATE/ILHO, HE PAHBIIE IIOJOBUHBI SIHBapsI MO MO3BOJIHUTH IIPUIJIACUTD
A. H. Crpannosobckoro gaBath ypoku. — B Mae Mecsiie ypOKHU 3TH IMPEKPATUIINCH, & IOTOMY He
B TeueHue 3uMbl, Kak ropopur C.B., a B Tpu Mecsia oHa ycresa U3ydYaThb He TOJHKO aHAJATHIE-
CKYIO T€OMETPHIO, — 9TY BBICIIYIO OTPAC/Ib MAaTEMATHKHU, HO U JUdDepeHInaIbHOe U HHTErPAJIbLHOE
WCYMCJIEHNE, TaK CKa3aTh, BeHell HayKu. — /loyckaro, 4To paHbllle YHUBEPCUTETCKUX Jekiuit Kosa-
JIEBCKAS M3YUUJIa 3TU OTIEJM BBICIIEH MaTeMaTWKU; HO, JOIMYCTUBIIN 9TO, HE TOJHKO MATEMATHK,
HO M BCIKHMI TMMHA3UCT 5-I'O KJIACCA CKAXKET, UTO IS U3YyUYEHUs aHAJIUTHIECCKON IeOMETpUM W,
ere OoJtee, i ycBoenus IuHEPEHIINAIbLHOTO U UHTEIPAJIBHOIO UCYUC/ICHUN TpeOyeTcs COJIUI-
Has TOATOTOBKA WJIM, IO KpaiiHell Mepe, THMHA3WIECKHI KypC MarTeMaTuku. — Korma ke m Kem
cIenaHa 9Ta moaroroska? — Beap scHo u3 moux “Bocmom.” u BbIIe IPUBEIEHHBIX (PAKTOB, UTO 10
ocern 1867-ro roma s npenogasan C.B. u 3a rpanuneit u B Ilaubune a depe3 dyeTbipe Mecsilia OHa,
y2Ke M3ydasia aHAJUTUIECKYIO TeoOMeTpHuio u auddepeHnnaibHoe U WHTErPAJTbHOE UCUUC/ICHUS;
HO OHA& MIOBUIMMOMY 3a0bljia, YTO YUMJIACh Y MEHs JIEBATH JIET M ¢ KAKUM-TO aIJIOMOOM TOBO-
puT cBOMM cobeceHUKAM: “DTO OBIJIO TaK JABHO, UTO si TEIEPh COBCEM HE IOMHIO €r0 YPOKOB;
OHH OCTAJINCh Yy MeHsI TEMHBIM BocroMuHaHueM!” — Kaxum ke 00pa3oM oHa IIpu CBOEil HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHOHN IaMgaTH BAPYT 3a0blila CBOE IEBATHUJIETHEE yUYEHUE B JIyUIINEe W CaMble BOCIHPUUMYNBLIE
TOJIBI KU3HU YeJIOBEKA, BIEYATIEHNE OT KOTOPBIX OCTAETCsl B MAMSATH KaXKJIOTO JI0 TJIyDOKOU CTa-
poctu? — IIpusHaroch, 9TO CJI0Ba 9TH TMOCJE IBYKPATHOIO 9TeHUs €10 MouX “Bocmom.” mpu KoTopom
OHa 00yMBIBaJIa, YTO BBIMYCTUTDH, 9YTO OCTABUTH, WJIK YTO IPUOABUTDH M, UTO eIle 0ojiee CTPaHHO,
B BULy OJIM3KOIO TOSIBJIEHWS B IeUaTh 3TuX ke “‘Bocmom.”; 4To cjtoBa ee 1mo mMaJioit Mmepe He100po-
COBECTHHBEI.

[Ipounrasmm Bce crarbu o C.B., momemnenubie B “Pycckoit Crapune”, HETPYJIHO 3aMETUTH, UTO
paccka3 C.B. ecTb ciieficTBrE TEX, pACIpOCTPaHEHHBIX €i0, cBefieHuit B [IIBenun, ¢ KOTOPBIMU OHA,
TaK CKa3aTb, CPOIHUJIACH, CBEIEHUIl, HamevaTaHHbIX B HoOpBeXkCKOil MTIOCTPUPOBAHHON Ta3eTe
“CeBepHas 3pesga’ eme B 1886-M roiy M IepeBeleHHBIX CO INBEICKOro s3blka B “Pycckoit Cra-
pune” [Kak OyATO Jjist TOro, YTOOBI CILyTaTh ¥ CMEIIaTh JIeHCTBUTEIbHBIE (DAKTHI C BHIMBICJIOM. —|
(Pycckas Crap.” cenrsiopst 1891-ro r. crp. 638). B ar0it crarhe ckazaHo: “ee POJCTBEHHUKU ObLIM
BeCbMa COCTOSTEIbHBI M OHA TIOJIYYMJIa OCHOBATEILHOE OOPA3OBAHUE ..... (Tme ke u y koro?) “Cury-

YaifHO OHA TPUHSJIA y9acTHe B YPOKAX MATeMATUKH C ee JBOIPOAHbIM Gparom; (!17) mpu srom y
Hee SIBUJIACh CTPACTh K MaTeMaTHUKe U OHA OKa3aJja B Helt bosbimue ciocobnoctu. — Ho poqurenu ee
He KeJiasu, 9ToObl oHa ToMmy yumiack (!!!) u ypokn npekparuinch K 60JbIIoi nedanu pebénkal”
— (CpaBuu a1 cBeienust ¢ pacckazom C.B., u 31paBblil CMbICS yKazKeT, 9TO OHU PACIIPOCTPAHEHbBI
B IBenuu ero xe.) “Tem He Menee ona cama npogoKasa yanrbes’, — (sic.) (He B mocresu-mu npn
Hounuke? ... OuaTh TO ke caMoe, 9TO U B pacckase.) “u B onHO u3 npebbiBannit B [lerepbypre eit
CJLy9MJIOCH OTBICKATD (!) XOpOIIero yuuresisi, KOTOPbIil YAUBUIICS 9TO MOJIOJAs JIEBYIIKA CAMOY YK

(1) mocruryia Takux riybokux mosHanuii B maremaruke”’. — (OngTh CIPOIILY: Ije »Ke OHA JIOCTULJIA
u y xoro? — Camoyuxoit! ... la 910 yke mosHOe cxozcTBO ¢ pacckaszom C.B.)

OTkyna B34TBI 9TU CBedeHus 1a eme B 1886-Mm romy, korga B Poccum oveHb HeMHOrHE 3HAIA O
CyIIECTBOBAHNN HEOOBIKHOBEHHON »KEHINMUHbI-MaTeMaTUKa? — ZIcHO, 94TO BCe 3TH CKa3KM ObLIN pac-
ckazanbl Codpero BacuabeBHON KOMy-HUOY/Ih W3 HOBBIX 3HaKOMBIX B IlIBeruu u, mepexojst OT
ONHUX K JAPyrUM, IONLIM HakoHell g0 peraakTopa “CesepHoit 3Be3mpr’. — 11 BOT, HA OCHOBaHWHI
9THUX JaBHO cocTaBjaeHHbIX HeObLUIl C.B. mpocibLia reHnaIbHOR CaMOYYKOM, & 9Ta YK€ TEeHICHIUS

BIIOJIHE TIPOCBEYMBAET U B [OCJIe00e/IeHHbIX| ee paccKas3ax. —
Kro u3 momeit 6e3 cnaboctu? — Kro, go0UBIINCH, OMHOIO, HE YKeJIaeT JOCTUTHYTH elle O6OJIbIIero?

83 ¢ SAHBAPHA II0 CTAPOMY CTHUJIIO.
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... I BoT, HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN JiesiTeIb HAYKH, HE JOBOJBLCTBYSCH BCEMUPHON cJyiaboil, KejaeT ere
MPOCJBITH TEHWEM — caMOydkoi mpexae B 1lIBeruu, rie ke HUKTO He 3HAJ O XOJe ee 0b6pa30oBa-
HUsI, & TOTOM CaMa, OBITh MOXKET, HE 3aMevasi, YBJIEK/IACh CO3PEBIINMU, JIOXKHBIMUA (DAHTAZUAMEA W
IIyCTUJIA B XOJ HEOBIBAJIBIIUHY B MAJIOM KPYKKe CODECEIHUKOB, IOJIaras, 9TO PACCKa3 ee, Iepe-
X0 OT OJTHOTO K JIPYTOMY, JTarKe TIOMUMO TedaTH, OyIeT MPU3HAH COBEPIIEHHBIM, HEOCITOPUMBIM
daxToM.

Hymas-yn s1, aTo Mmou “BocrioMuHaHus”, HATMCAHHBIE C IIEJIbI0 O3HAKOMUTD O0IIIECTBO C YKEHIITMHOO-
(PEHOMEHOM €llIle IIPU XKU3HU ee, — YTO IpaBIuBbie PaKThl, [IPOCMOTPEHHBIE 3TOI0 K€ YKEHIIUHOMN
HECKOJIBKO pa3 M OJI00pEHHbIe €10, Oy/IyT 3al003PEHbl B HENPAB/E [MJIM ITO30PHOM CAMOXBAJIb-
creel..|
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