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Abstract

A Study on Factors Affecting
Employment of Lecturers in
University
- Focusing on Technical and

Institutional Factors

Hyunyong Lee
Department of Public Administration
The Graduate School of Public Administration

Seoul National University

The objective of this thesis is to identify the factors affecting
employment of lecturers in university, and to discover whether
public—private distinction controls the effect. This study examined the
employment of lecturer in university with technical factor, usually
related to economic efficiency, and with institutional factor, often

involving responding to regulatory constraints or social legitimacy.
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169 universities in Republic of Korea have been analyzed, and the
span of the data covers 2011-2019, when social discourse regarding
job instability of lecturers in university had been on debate, with the
revision of higher education act and with the advent of university
basic competence assessment.

The result shows lecture fee has positive effect, and the result of
university basic competence assessment has negative effect on the
employment of lecturers in university. Also, the effect of technical
and institutional factor indicated to be controled by public—private
distinction.

The result suggests as follows: First, unlike previous research
regarding temporary workers, the regression analysis indicated that
lecture fee has positive effect on the employment of lecturers in
university. This indicates that the cost aspect of both full-time and
part-time lecturer should be considered. Second, the result of
university basic competence assessment and its surrounding
institutional environment needs further research in the view of
sociological institutionalism. Third, the public—private distinction and
other attributes of university, such as colleges with specialized

majors, could account for the employment of lecturers in university.
Keywords : lecturers, employment of temporary workers,
transaction cost theory, resource dependence theory,

neo-institutionalism
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