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I S =M sEFoT= Yol® o Bol B
AFNAE FEFAE AESIA b FEFm erltocracw”
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T3 Al &g

ol Aot tAA= M FE3te} BAste] Ayl el Folsto
AUl 2 A ZostRoer, 83 A T Ayl 28 tixshe
2535kt

AR L SRR G 250 %, o] ws @9 ARIEA &
<= St Aok AR A A= 23 AL HaFel o
stol AluEle 1 AA e 71938t a, &3 34 T AL 1e txst
o Z44F EE3 e} T4 FAsnt

119 A7t & AE YAE AR FES) A7 Felsiln
YR FEO] FolshAL AYAT, AR BEL ol A BIS

JEF W& ddAE 7Ad g o] 4, ddA= 74 Ao A
A, 7hd Aatel thgk F7E YA = B us s Aejol A3 1074
o dE< B2 W23} JIHFE Fdskh 1919 13] 143t A 1
AZE30E AE 285 YAL, AEF B2t 2
st F7hake] el wel dAds e T
stk JEFE Adsks T H55 sk, JHF T8 F 5HES
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Zo)ojok K Potter & Wetherell, 1987). Potter$} Wetherell(1987)-& ©]
AN A #A AHHES E3she W ARE BASIY sty 9=
e S 53 A 23( body of instances)g AibslE 2 & Al
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(framework)2 Discourse and Social Change (Fairclough, 1992)oll A} #| A] g+
G229 329 /g 2 S ZXE, Crtical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough,
1995)0l Al FE2 3z el F& 249 AdS FUHe 4 &, 19
a1 Discourse in Late Modernity (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999)o| A A A]
g A A vl ZA% B4 E7HA HAAF Wslsidth 18y HoEF =

Aol Aale wWakA st BE BAe) nake daEs e A,



ARSI A AR e Al 7EA] Aol Aotk # o] & Z(Fairclough, 1992,
p.23DE AFA el et 4 =AE OEA PS¢ JYANL AnH o R
(D HZE2EAQN ZFTHFEA 28-S w50 AAZ FEAA GEA
AR EA43ta, 2) FE84 A mAH FFo 2 d2ES B4 5,
() A AAA FEAA &

AT 4 i AW HojFRe mEW £ digte AFAE
3l A (interpretation)®} 7] <&(description)& 27}A H+=d, &4 AHE
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AL, MAES F1Edt, T ASE A BRI G2 A

3 gzES S4eA Ak B ATAMNE (AT 4B D UYA= AR
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HsE BA-ALEE AW B AR BAL Agstud doh ohg

(28 112 & 979 B4Es 28T Zonh

ALS]® 4 M (Social Practice)

SHEX A M (Discursive Practice)

A E (Text)
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3 =o2H, 3 F3o gE FEo fd Ex” (Fairclough, 1992/2017,
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o] gtch(Fairclough, 1992). B]|2EE EA3t= 8 WAl ©of 1 9
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< FQlske Aot B AFolAe= 3489 ouE Flste 3 7HA W
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discourse)® &< A A(orders of discourse), F&2] o|H-&=7]d &}
AR a5 AA P o, o= vt A upglok st qrFR ol gk R}
B0 WFA AtstE 7tol=gRlez o] F ofof ghth(Fairclough,
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Abstract

Analysis of Fairness Discourse in the

Korean College Admission System

: focusing on the 2017-2019 system reform process

LEE Inyoung

Education Major
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to understand one aspect of the college
admission system and education in Korean society represented in fairness
discourse in the Korean college admission system through the analysis of
the fairness discourse in the system reform process. The reform process
was set from 2017 to 2019 based on the 2021 College Scholastic Ability
Test (CSAT) Reform Draft (Aug. 10. 2017.), the 2022 College Admission
System Reform Plan and High School Education Innovation (Aug. 17.
2018.), and the College Admission Fairness Enhancement Plan (Nov. 28.

2019.). The research questions are as follows. First, how was fairness
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discourse formed in the college admission system reform process
(2017-2019)? Second, what does fairness mean in the college admission
system reform process (2017-2019)? Third, what is the social practice
that characterizes fairness discourse in the college admission system
reform process (2017-2019)? As for the research method, this study
applied Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis. Critical discourse analysis
is a method of understanding social phenomena through the dialectical
relationship among text, discursive practice, and social practice.
Documents, records, and interview data were collected for analysis, and
interview data were collected through interviews with 11 research
participants who participated in the system reform process. MAXQDA
2020, a qualitative data analysis software, was used for data analysis.

The research results are as follows. First, as a result of reviewing the
fairness discourse centered on major events in the system reform
process from 2017 to 2019, it was found that the fairness discourse was
formed around the CSAT Reform Draft (2017), 2022 college admission
reform (2018), and the college entrance scandal of a ministerial
candidate’s child and the fairness enhancement plan (2019). With the
attempt to introduce the absolute evaluation of the SAT in 2017, it was
confirmed that the fairness discourse of the college admission system
was formed around the announcement of the 2021 CSAT reform plan
(2017), fairness discourse was formed based on concerns about the
weakening of the discrimination ability of the CSAT, which is critical for
student selection, and about the  ‘comprehensive student record
screening” whose importance would become higher. In 2018, following
the decision to postpone the CSAT reform for one year, the entire
college admission system was reorganized by introducing a public

consultation method, and as a result, the 2022 College Admission System
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Reform Plan and High School Education Innovation was announced. In
this process, it was confirmed that the discourse on fairness was formed
in a conflicting pattern between those who emphasize the fairness of the
CSAT and those who advocate the comprehensive student record
screening. In particular, the confrontation between the two sides was
revealed through the public consultation over the college admission
system reform. The announcement of the 2018 college admission system
seemed to end the debate over the college admission system, but after
the college entrance scandal of a ministerial candidate’s child in 2019,
the fairness issue of comprehensive student record screening emerged
again. Throughout the process of reorganizing the college admission
system from 2017 to 2019, it was confirmed that the discourse on
fairness was formed by conflicting claims on the unfairness of the
comprehensive student record screening and the expansion of the
proportion of CSAT.

Second, when examining the semantic relationship of fairness in the
system reform, it was confirmed that transparency, objectivity, and
equality were used as synonyms of fairness, while privileges and fouls
were used as antonyms. In addition, as a result of reviewing the
meaning of fairness according to the perspective of advocacy for
college admissions types, it was found that the fairness of the college
admission system was understood as the meritocratic concept of
educational equality from both sides. However, the difference between
the two perspectives was confirmed in that horizontal equity was
emphasized by CSAT advocates and vertical equity by advocates of
comprehensive student record screening. In addition, it was confirmed
that there is a difference in approaching fairness in that the

perspective of advocating the comprehensive student record screening
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understands fairness from the perspective of educational adequacy and
emphasizes the growth and achievement of all students.

Third, the results of reviewing the aspects of social practice focusing
on the order of discourse on the fairness of the college admission
system are as follows. First, it was confirmed that fairness discourse in
the college admission system has interdiscursivity with the discourse of
meritocracy and the discourse of class reproduction. In the reform
process, the meaning of fairness in the college admission system was
understood and discussed based on meritocracy, and it was raised as a
social problem in the context of class reproduction. Next, it was
confirmed that fairness discourse centered on elite universities was
formed based on the hierarchical ranking structure of Korean
universities. In the reform process, the focus of the fairness debate
was on admission to elite universities, and other universities and lower
achievement students were located in the periphery of the debate.
Finally, it was found that the government’s political response to the
reorganization of the college admission system led to strengthening the
fairness discourse of the college admission system. The government’s
attempt to introduce an absolute evaluation of the CSAT provided an
opportunity to express dissatisfaction with the unfairness of the
comprehensive student record screening. The decision to postpone the
introduction of absolute evaluation in response to negative reactions
from public opinion and the introduction of a policy-making method
based on public consultation served as an opportunity for fairness
discourse to spread socially by publicizing the fairness of the college
admission system. In addition, the government’s order to resume the
college admission system reform in response to the college entrance

scandal of the ministerial candidate’s child intensified the fairness
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discourse and led to a stronger relationship between the fairness
discourse and the class reproduction discourse.

This study discussed that the problem of reorganizing the college
admission system is not limited to the educational field, but is a social
and political problem. With the analysis of the fairness discourse of the
Korean college admission system, it was possible to reveal the social
perception of social class inequality and the meritocratic characteristics
of Korean society. In addition, it was confirmed that the reorganization
of the college admission system in Korean society was deeply related to
the problem of obtaining political power. Based on the social and political
nature of the college admission system reform, this study interpreted
that what Korean society expects from the college admission system is a
distribution function of social rewards such as income, wealth, and social
positions and that there is relatively little interest in human development,

which is the original purpose of education.

keywords : college admission system, college admission policy, fairness in
college admissions, educational fairness, critical discourse analysis
Student Number : 2017-31192
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