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Do you feel that there is a need for one to get married?

No. Some people just want different things in life. They have
different things they want to achieve like career. For
example, someone is a PhD researcher and is dedicating
their entire life to saving the earth, global warming. They
then won't have time to really focus on marriage. Same for

womei.

Do you feel that there 1s a need for one to get married?

No. If there is no suitable partner, then there is no need to
get married. If not, there is going to be divorce. There are
always other things in life that I can focus on. It is not just

about marriage.
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Do you feel that there is a need for one to get married?
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SM5 No. I think whether you are married or not, it does not affect
Yyour quality of life. What is important is that you are happy.
Marriage is just a process, a ceremony and a legal binding.

Besides that, I don’t see any other use of it.
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What are your thoughts on cohabitation before marriage?

It is highly encouraged. Sometimes you may be able to
endure certain quirks of your partner, but you may not be
able to do so every single day. Like if you are tired from
work in the past, you just go back to your room to take some
time off by yourself. But when you are married, you go back
home to your partner, right? During arguments, you can just
take a day off when you are dating but when you are living
together, that is quite difficult., When you cohabitate before
marriage, you get to know stuff like this and how to handle.

When you stay together, it is to get used to certain situations .,
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and how to handle them.
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Do you think marriage is important? Why?

Yes. Religion wise, marriage is a covenant in the Bible. It is
like a bond and contract. Something you commit to the
opposite partner. For Christians, it is very Important.
Whatever kind of love it 1s, family, friends, it brings out
another side of you. It is like character development.
Marriage is like different seasons and chapters. Marriage is
like a milestone in a relationship. [ mean it is not compulsory
since some don't like the idea of marriage. To me,
commitment is important because I want to be anchored in
something. You would not want to be in something that is

fleeting.
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A=} What do you think is the biggest advantage of getting married?

SF5 Having some form of support. No matter how independent
someone is, humans are social animals, you need social
support to some extent. Marriage is an example of social
support since there is someone there to share the burden
with you, share good and bad days for the rest of your life.
It can be healthy for your mental well-being if you put in the

effort to keep it going.
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s What do you think is the biggest advantage of getting married?
SM6 In Singapore, I guess it is being able to buy a house since our
BTO system is such that singles must be over 35 years old
to buy a house. Even so, the biggest house you can buy is a
2-room flat if you are single. 3-room to 5-room are meant
for married couples. Also, you can have children legally if
Yyou are married. You are basically entitled to more benefits

if you are married. .
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s Do you think it is better for a couple to be married than to
just be cohabitating?

SM1 Yes, due to legality issues. I have personal experience. My
aunt was not married to her second husband so when she
passed on, there were a lot of complications regarding her
assets and how to distribute her wealth. It is also because of

how society is. "
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Do you feel that having children 1s an essential part of life?
No. I think there are many different ways of life. Some may
see having a child as an end goal in marriage but rather, 1
see marriage as something between me and my wife. [ am
fully responsible for her, so [ need to be committed 100% to
her. If my wife wants children, then I would have to take that
mto consideration.

So if your witfe wants to have children, would you agree to it?
We have to have a very serious conversation about the
finances and the age, whether we can afford or whether it is

good for the child’s future and development.
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Do you feel that having children is an essential pa{[ Ol’l life?
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SFO My younger self, I would say it is essential. But at this point
in time, recently, I have been thinking about this topic, it is
no longer an important part. Because it is really tiring to
handle and bring up kids and you have to handle your career

at the same time.

AHoR of7]4 gom, ooz 2= A AdA oz oru
9ee HolFE dolth ol HEE AUE PLoEH %o
A&l g AL ool ol K] FaF ARE A4NAW
sAske gebieh =@ A At oA ANE ASA £AE dn

0
N
=2
Mo
=
r o
N
lo
>
>
0%
o
%)
v
r
'E
ot
g
ot
s
o

O;L_‘,
o
k]
ke
-
32

Adse had olelz A @odn @t ANAEdA 47
“ololg Ew7] flal AL 2% T Aol gledstari ARe

BoAg gHe]l AUE A9E d AdswEA w

2
EaHET o 4 =97F =%k 21).

<d 21> KF49] Q8 H

o175 ofo]Z Fi17] fla] HFE 1B F AF0] UON}L?

KP4 ofjg. A} #& W ofoJErt o] s Yo] HoF FE
& Z gop 2 ofo] FE YU 2 AZEE AW} A
o] 7 BYF Az Y219,

S 714 Eu e WAL <o 17> <o 18>9A] F}HE 4 )
JAEL A2S AAo] Qe FRE ey e 5% A&

FEANN LA e A S0 . dF B9, AY



A=A AAFolty, AFe HAA Hls] 715 AP o we A7
gol7ka e, ole AR7E Al THE S M AgR S
Aadow AP F= AF Ao Adxd 5 vk A2z A7
A o]F Art¥E ARE I7F AMow J1F A Were FH3x
Holol dtar AREE 1960ddldl 7 AES AAFL. o

= %)
1975d  A7bxEs gA e Ak =Edla, A=
s

s7bEe]  FfrabE AR AR AT AbIA FAAoR
814 gcH(Chang, 2010). 19981 el I-gel ofrjol F§ 947] <t
S} iRk FARE S B "otk AlHES &R 7] AAH
ololg Bt 7] wEel olAl= AAA Fus aEste 2| ol i
o ASEA 7R wE A Eabe] g AR AgE wpE AT
WA AR AAA o] Aol ]

Zo] el W gl Aow walth

™
¢

1.4, Aol &AL F24

A F=I JUEE ATMAES AT BRE AA B5E<
AL oidEhs oJHE E=EARE AEAM Ao Fadd o

TRt B e AU glols AE Ade] BUdT Fon
Holm= 3k W golopnt ThSel Al 7P & Aoleta A4k “dE
T otolE Zt= o] TRsva AZbstA = ARl Adub o]l
reka ggeer a9 16 F2). 1 olfw AUE A A
RO WAE B BdATE W Egol He o gkel ¥ FMEgd
Zlojgkal AZe7] wjtelth(e] 22). A7HAELS EF AYE zh= 3l

o

9% g xolm whA ek BA et gYrhe] 23).

40 A | ‘1 1_]|



X
rlol

<" 16> “AE F ofolE Zte= 2

<d 22> SF2¢]

o723
SF2

<d 23> KM62)

o723
KM6

3 ofo|2 7 Zo] FRsHThT AZEstAl L

QU8

Nk

4 oha

KF mKM mSF mSM

7+ Aol ZQ i AZEA LY e St

Do you feel that children are important in one’s marriage?

It is important because it can help to strengthen one’s
marriage. Especially the bond between the parents since
they have to overcome certain challenges when they are
parenting. But it could also be a reason that breaks people
apart but I am not sure. It is important but not a must. At the

end of the day, it is still a choice between the couple.
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For your wedding expenses, how would you spiit the
responsibility between you and your future spouse?

50-50. I have actually talked about this with my partner. We
don't think it is fair for one party to pay more or even
everything. This also applies to the relationship as well. So
we always just do Dutch pay. [ think it is always better to be

clear of these things and build a strong foundation for your

relationship. If not, I think there will be problems in the future.
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of 72X} Do you feel that it is important to consider the socioeconomic
status of your marriage partner’s and/or their family’s?

SM3 I think it is important because If the family background is too
different, the upbring is different so the values can be
different as well. The girls I have dated tend to be on the
richer side. There is this mismatch since I eat my dinners at
hawker centers (kopitiam) and they eat theirs at restaurants.
[ am an economical guy so [ like to save money. Unless we

can match in terms of these values, then it doesn't matter.
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T AUHE.
<d| 30> SF49] AEH
oF A&} Do you feel that it 1s important to have sufficient dating

experience (with just 1 partner/multiple partners) before
getting married?

SF4 Yes. Sometimes when you only date 1 person, you don't
really know much about the world or people. It is easy for
you to be naive or blindsided by everything. For example, if
one is in a toxic relationship, they wouldn't know how well
they have to be treated because they don't have that

experience and they will just go with the flow.
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1.7.1. AAH AA

ARG A A thal AQHE FRo] ubarsh “AE Aol
oW AEg ztolol st ety UL W b £F e ARE
Aot WSS We AT WL d= S9vd, FE AL
W, R 4w We 9 AnE zdgd. @w% QlEae uy
B sl we Uty mEo] ot wehe o] ok md
FAAES “HTA AT ATS AAAE ZAA o] Fastrw
WS e e ARl BE7 BAQ. AAAES AL ARl
o Fo4e AFSUA 25 Feln © we U¢ T 5
A7 Frtoleha AR drie] 32, 33)

<d 32> SF7¢] 28 H

e Do you feel that financial stability is valuable for a successful
marriage?
SF7 Yes. Many say that ‘money is the root of all evil’ for a

reason. If you are financially stable, it helps you to reduce
one area of potential conflict. Statistics also show that a lot
of marriages end because of financial problems. But I also
feel that it is important to see the potential and background
of your partner too. For example, my current boyfriend does
not earn more than me know but I foresee him being capable

of earning more in the future.

<d 33> KM39] ¢1g &

o8 Yol BE YBL A= FAF go] FesGy Y
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o] GFEAA, 2H2 A} BE FPolE o £ BEA
& SFolE A A S o ] e Aol & 7
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<ol 35>0ll4 B g glRe] ofelE Zte AL IAbeA Hdhe
oA oA "EA #H2E (motherhood penalty)"7} 2 7FsAdo] Ut} v =
of el Hots A AFo] IJPHAEHIL JAT F= 7ol Art
Al s s Qo Bse giEel 7o e ofdd] ol ARE
&3] FIskA Esta k. EI BRE G4 FAES AYE
wH7] 9] 2ol A AbAE Algle] glutal WETh ol uS

=
H-g-o FHlolw Rl AAES Al = dQle]l d ¢ QY

ol kel 37). meEkd o] A AEe BAs] s o g

WorEe Fasol ¢ on @,

<d 36> SF5¢] 218 H

s Do you plan on resigning from your job to take care of your
children in the future?

SF5 No. Definitely not. Unless there is an emergency or there is
really no someone to take care of my child full time. Since
there is the option of childcare, nanny, I don't think I will.

o752} Why?

SF5 There is too much investment in my education for me to get
to where I am like my job. So [ think if [ resign and just take
care of my child full time, it means everything I did just goes
to drain. I also think I will lose my sense of identity if I don’
t work and just be a housewife. [ will need to rely on my
husband for everything which also reduces the authority 1

have or the say I have in the family I feel.
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o174} G GYgo] vge] YEFHe P b Ego] Hipz 4
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<d 38> KF19] Q8 H

s FRe) FAEo] mjgo] JEFHE ¢ g Eso] Hox Y
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g 7 qqw 2 Epo] o
ol o] & 7rhE
I} gw mE Alges

g5 A 2ok oJd
oz Ad gro

QBNT

R

i L)Y o

Mo I w e g
NI my, N g

()

"

B7tEEe Y- sEFY s 99eks w7k e WA <l
T8 J1E9 93] (Housing and Development Board, HDB)'7} =
2ol FES Afsta vk A7tEEe FE fYoRs T2
HDB opvE, Zmwye 3 A FE] A 72 273 + 3
HDB ofutE= Fgeoln nud Ay3k 7A0]7] uoe] -9
B7FEERIEC] AFdhs 8 Y FHolH, AVIEE AHES 9
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T 4 gt 1A s8R 3~43d71A] Ee HDB oM EE
BTO(Build-To-Order)g} 3l#, BTO2] 4% UutA<l HDB o}vlEd]
Hls] el v go] Y] wiie] AES of&d du] RREo] ol
ol-gal= F8 Alko|tt 20199 AFA MAE AZolE, ALE Y
AT FEtHAl HxE BTO FYS FYshe AERFdA 9
Fd 80,000SGD(¢F 6 7wimke)7tA] g A dsh= T
ozl 7HA] A Yol ¥3IEUY. HEFS  21HAY]  CPF(Central
Provident Fund) Aol HA Jasm FF ofmfes Fwd o
H- &2 Afets ol AR & dvh el Fed FE g2 g9
WEe d Zgo] "ok dubAel 903 vlE(F 27%) A7]9] HDB
olutEo] Fuj 7}AL HF 506,331SGD(SF 49 23 wHY)
Mg Agel A= Hld o offE JhAI HugES uw Hyn
oty = ol AVFEE H7MAES HDB ol9tE7 ol A H
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40, 41. "z7HAR Y dA ¢ ZAbe] m =
1000 1ge] 7k & 57.6%7F A&l =°7ke vEs Ee T
FEUS E8& wE Flolgt TR ], 2020)
<ol 39> SM29] Qe H
e Do you think Singapore’s public housing schemes are useful
in helping you get a house in the future?
SN2 Yes in some ways. Our HDB is not considered super

affordable but if both of you are working full-time, you can
definitely afford it after 2 years in the workforce. You only
need to pay for the downpayment when you get your BTO so
you will have enough time to save up for the rest and pay

monthly.
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<d 40> SF4¢] 28 H

s Do you feel that the government is doing enough in helping
couples get married?

SF4 Not really, it is helping in the sense that we can be reliant on
ourselves I think. Like since we are using our own CPF and
earnings, we don't have to ask our parents for money and I
think that is good. I don’t really want to ask my parents for
money so that I can get married. [ feel the BTO waiting time
1s getting way too long these days. If they want more people

to get married, they should speed it up or build first and sell

later.
<dl 41> KM19 ¢1g &
oF 723} JEo} AZFES] dEL 5= b £H23 =892 dlu otz
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23 F& £ & AL 284 FH Fude §& YA
F2 EFE FPTF FA Bkt FOEE YHI A% &
Be A 2z 3999 FYo] o o]y AgEe] BEL o
55 @& A 2opg.
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CPF 9w Ay 85 E5oM A o AlX=7F 19554

g8 u @S AHES CPF7F vkx ZAl 8§37 A=A
AAR7] Wl B 3 Y rHCentral Provident Fund Board, n.d.).
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ol HAMAA WMeEQl Z2u199] JF wFoATt o £
-g-ate] 2020 3 &) b oF 100%70e] dAEE FHAAZTHThe
Straits Times, 2021). &y Z=ZU19 #uo] ©x]7] A7pA 9
share] Bl 19 2D)E AFEW AdES 20009 o] $4-EH

ARl WES Hola ok dF Fo] 2008WHH 20108 7HA]
=2 g8 VIE A8 AdgEel A FUtden, oF 3d 3t
AdEo] adte FAE Holtk 20149L 7|Hor =] HAAES

2 F7Fekal v E A, 2021).
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Chart 8: Annual Average Unemployment Rate
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<d 45> SM69] S1EH

s Do you have anything you want to add on before we end the
interview?
SM6 I just wanted to share my experience when I came to Korea

for a work trip. I think 1t may help you. I have actually had
quite a bit of experience with Korean work culture since [ go

there often for my work trips. You know how in Korea there

is the whole company dinner or 2/4]? They are really very .
1 L, =11 7
6 5 £ 'H._! s |



serious about 1t. It is like after work 6 p.m., we go for dinner,
then afterwards first round. It just keeps going like third
round at 3, 4 a.m. in the morning and next day there is still
work. I went for the first two rounds and had to ask them to
call it quits because I was so tired. Luckily, they stopped
since I was the guest but I can tell that it would have gone
till before they start work if I didn’t say anything. Everyone
Just had to go along with it unless the higher ups said they
are done. So, with such lifestyle, I don’t think people really
have time to like date or even find someone or even think of

building a family.
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INFORMED CONSENT FOR PARTICIPATION IN KOREAN
STUDIES STUDY

A Comparative Study on Koreans’ and Singaporeans’ Youths’ Attitudes
towards Marriage

Introduction

You are asked to participate in a research study conducted by Tan Mei Jing,
Jo, from the Division of Korean Studies at Seoul National University,
Graduate School of International Studies. This study is conducted as part of a
final semester graduate project, under the supervision of Professor Erik
Mobrand. Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary. Please read
the information below and ask questions about anything you do not
understand, before deciding whether or not to participate.

Purpose of this study

The purpose of this study is to investigate the marriage choices made by
Korean and Singaporean youths and to understand the reasons behind these
choices. This research also hopes to shed light on how certain government
policies have influenced these choices.

You have been asked to participate in this study because you are a
Singaporean aged between 18 to 32 years old.

Description of Procedures
If you volunteer to participate in this study, you will be asked to do the
following things:

The student researcher will be conducting a verbal interview with you. The
interview will be held in a single session and will last approximately 1 hour
to 1 hour 30 minutes. The interview will be done at a convenient and quiet
location over ZOOM. As part of data gathering procedures, the entire
interview session will be audiotaped.

Compensation
There will be no form of compensation for this study.

Potential risks

There are no anticipated risks associated with participation in this study. In
the event of physical and/or mental injury resulting from participation in this
research project, Seoul National University does not provide any medical,
hospitalization or other insurance for participants in this research study, nor
will Seoul National University provide any medical treatment or
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compensation for any injury sustained as a result of participation in this
research study, except as required by law.

Potential benefits

Participants will not benefit directly from participation in this study. Your
participation in this study will contribute to the new field of study on
comparative studies on both Korea and Singapore.

Confidentiality

Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can
be identified with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with
your permission or as required by law. Confidentiality will be maintained by
ensuring that only the student researcher has access to the audio files. Should
portions of recording be used in research presentations, they will be converted
to transcripts, which will prevent the individual’s voices from being heard.
Names of participants and of people involved will be given pseudonyms
approved by the participants themselves. The audio files will then be erased
when this study is completed.

Participation and Withdrawal

You can choose whether or not to be in this study. If you volunteer to be in
this study, you may withdraw at any time without consequences of any kind
or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. You may also refuse
to answer any questions you do not want to answer. There is no penalty if you
withdraw from the study and you will not lose any benefits to which you are
otherwise entitled.

entification of :

If you have any questions or concerns about this research, please contact me
at  000-0000-0000 or _****@snu.ackr or my research supervisor,

Professor of Korean Studies Erik Mobrand at ****@@snu-ackr—
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Consent Form: A Comparative Study on Koreans’ and Singaporeans’
Youths’ Attitudes towards Marriage

I have read, discussed and understand the information and procedures in the
study information sheet attached to this consent form. My questions
concerning the study have been answered to my satisfaction, and I
acknowledge that I am participating in this study of my own free will. I
understand that I may refuse to participate or stop participating at any time.

Consent to participate in the research

0 Yes I agree to participate in this research.

"1 No, I do not agree to participate in this research.

Printed Name of Subject

Signature of Subject Date

Signature of Researcher Date
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<Fef AT AE>

Part A
MARRIAGE
Questions:
1. Do you think marriage is important? Why?

A A I N S

—
N o= O

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

Do you plan to get married? If no, why?

When do you plan to get married? Age?

What concerns do you have about marriage?

Do you think you are ready for marriage? Why?

Do you think there is a “suitable age” before one can get married? Why?
What do you think you need to have before marriage? Why?

Do you feel that there is a need for one to get married? Why?

What do you think is the biggest advantage of getting married? Why?

. How much money do you think you need to have before you plan to get married? Why?
. Do you feel that your career would be put at risk once you get married? Why?

. Do you think wedding expenses is a reason why one would push back their marriage? Why?

How about you?

What excites you the most about marriage? Why?

For your wedding expenses, how would you split the responsibility between you and your

future spouse? Why?

Do you think you will miss the life you had as a single person once you are married? Why?

Do you feel that it is important to consider the economic status of the family when selecting

a marriage partner? Is it important to your parents?

Do you believe in the concept of “date to marry”’? Why?

What do you think is the biggest disadvantage of getting married? Why?

Do you believe that marriage is a personal affair for the husband and wife and should not

have the interference of others? Why?

Do you feel that dating partners and marriage partners are different matters? Why?
(@olsh AEe W)

Do you believe that marriage is a form of economic security for the female? Why?

Do you believe that it is important to have sufficient dating experience (many partners,

short relationships) before getting married? Why?
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23.

24.
25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Do you feel that the husband alone should be responsible for the family? E.g., financially?
Why?

Do you feel that financial stability is valuable for a successful marriage?

Do you feel that differences in traditions/customs make it difficult for a married couple to
adjust? For instance?

Do you feel that you are losing out once you choose to get married? Why?

What are your thoughts on cohabitation before marriage? Do you think it is necessary?
Have you had any experience with cohabitation? How is your society with cohabitation?
Do you think married life would be difficult for you to adjust to?

Do you believe that marriage helps one to mature?

Do you feel that a successful marriage should be more important than a successful career?
Do you feel that there are more advantages to being single than to being married? Why?
Do you think that marriage makes people happy? Why?

Do you think it is better for a couple to be married than to just be cohabitating? Why?

Part B

FERTILITY

Questions:

1.

A A N O
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Do you plan to have children in the future? How many?

Do you think having children is an essential part of life? Why?

What concerns do you have about having children? Why?

Do you think having children will help develop you as a person? Why?
Do you find it hard to imagine living a life without children? Why?

Do you talk to your friends about having children in the future? Why?
Do you think that children are important in one’s marriage? Why?
When do you intend to have your first child? Why?

What excites you about having a child? Why?

. Do you think it is important for you to be able to get pregnant anytime?

. Do you feel that having children would limit your life now? Why?

. Do you feel that having children would limit your career? Why?

. Do you feel that it is important for you to choose when to have children? Why?

. What do you think you need to have before you feel that you are ready to have children?

Why?

. Do you think you are able to work and take care of your children? Why?
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16. Do you plan on resigning from your job to take care of your children? Why?
17. What is your plan for your child when he is born in the future? E.g., grandparents, infant
care?
18. Do you feel that having children would limit your leisure time activities like meeting your
friends?
19. What do you think is the biggest advantage of being a parent? Why?
20. Do you think you are ready to be a parent? Why?
Part C
GOVERNMENT POLICIES
Questions:
1. Do you know about Singapore’s public housing schemes?
a. Ifyes, could you briefly explain your knowledge about it?
b. Do you think it has played a part in your attitudes towards marriage?
c. Do you think it is useful in helping you to get a house in the future?
2. Do you feel that the government is doing enough in helping couples get married?
a. Ifyes, could you explain why?
b. If no, what else do you think the government can improve on?
c.  What do you think about the household proximity grant and grants for BTOs?
d.  Why do you think Singaporeans prefer to marry late?
3. Do you feel that the government is doing enough in helping to encourage childbirth?
a. Ifyes, could you explain why?
b. If no, what else do you think the government can improve on?
c.  What do you think about the paternal leave (2 weeks) and maternal leave (16
weeks) system?
d.  What do you think about the baby bonus scheme?
e. How about childcare friendly workplaces?
f. Do you think these initiatives will encourage you to give birth to more children?
Why?
g.  Why do you think Singaporeans are so reluctant to give birth?
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17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Personal Particulars
Name of participant:
Age of participant:
Male/Female
Country of birth:
Hometown (for Koreans):
Current Province of Residence (for Koreans):
Contact Number:
Religion:

Family members including pets:

Are your parents married, separated, divorced, never married?

Who were you raised by?
[0 Parents (both mother and father)
0 Parent (mother/father)
0 Other (specify):

Current Occupation:

Duration of working experience

If working, please estimate your income
O Below $1000
$1000-1999
$2000 - $2999
$3000 - $3999
$4000 - $4999
$5000 - $5999
$6000 - $6999
$7000 - $8999
$9000 - $10999
$11000 - $14999

Oo0oooOooOooOooan
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$15000 and over

31. Highest level of education:

Iy B A

Never went to School

Finished Primary School

Finished Secondary School (N-levels)
Finished Secondary School (O Levels)

ITE diploma

Finished Junior College (A Levels)
Polytechnic Diploma

University Degree

Postgraduate Degree

32. Relationship Status

O

Ooooaoad

Not dating

Dating more than one person
Dating one person

Steady relationship with one person
Engaged but not living together
Not engaged but living together
Others (specify):
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Abstract

Studies on marriage and fertility rates in Korea have usually focused on the attitudes of
Koreans and the reasons behind these attitudes. Despite constant governmental efforts in an
attempt to solve this problem, Korea has been observing a constant decline in marriage and
fertility rates. Therefore, this paper took a different perspective by comparing Korea’'s
situation with Singapore’s. Although there have been comparative studies that have been done
on this issue, most focused on East Asian countries. This research aims to provide a focused
comparison of both countries and highlight the influence external factors like economic factors
have on young adults’ decision for marriage and childbirth. Through in—depth interviews with
13 Korean and 13 Singaporean young adults, this study found that there was a similar shift in
attitudes towards marriage and childbirth in both countries. This was a result of different
reasons like rising educational attainment, changing societal atmosphere etc. However, despite
similar shifts in attitudes towards both marriage and fertility, it was found that there was a
large difference in the rate at which Korea's age of marriage was increasing compared to
Singapore. With further analysis between both countries, it was found that it was not due to
the decrease in desirability of marriage. Rather, there were external economic and societal
factors which are affecting these life decisions in Korea. Some external factors include the
exorbitant costs needed for marriage and childbirth, the lack of family support and the negative
role of media in Korea. This paper hence highlights the importance for the focus on these
external factors affecting both marriage and childbirth instead of simply focusing on Koreans’

attitudes.
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