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Abstract

A Study of the Placeness Utilizing Everyday Life
Place Memory : The Case of You-gok ri Minbuk
Viliage in Cheorwon

Kim GiYoung
Seoul National University
Graduate school of Environmental Studies

Cheorwon is a major battleground in the Korean War and a border
town adjacent to the Military Demarcation Line after the armistice. It
has environmental and cultural characteristics that differentiate it from
other regions. Among them, ‘Minbuk Village’ built by the state can be
said to be a representative place that shows the peculiarities of
Cheorwon, the border region. Yugok—ri Village, located in
Geunbuk—myeon, Cheorwon—gun, which this study intends to examine,
is one of the Minbuk villages in Cheorwon and is a representative
propaganda village. Minbuk Village is a special space constructed
according to the national strategy and should be viewed as a special
space that is distinct from the general rural village. Although it can
be said to be the main potential resource of the DMZ, it has been
neglected and, like general rural villages, the village is expected to
disappear due to aging and population hollowing.

This study focused on Minbuk Village, which is the main resource of the
DMZ but is marginalized. In particular, the village of Tongilchon in Yugok-ri,
located in Geunbuk-myeon, Cheorwon, which is in danger of extinction due
to the lack of accessibility and aging, was selected as the target. Since
Minbuk Village is a propaganda village built under the leadership of the
state, it was judged that it would be distinguished from other regions by a

sense of place. The purpose of this study is to examine the social and
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spatial characteristics of the space o.f Yugok-ri village, collect and classify
local resources and the memories of residents, and interpret the spatiality of
the current Yugok-ri village. The purpose of this study was to extract the
village resource elements of the target site to which the concept of place
memory was applied, and to interpret the spatiality of Minbuk Village in
Yugok-ri through in-depth interviews with residents based on the resource
elements.

In this study, place memory was expanded to memory of everyday life,
and it was viewed as the memory of everyday life left centered on place.
First, in order to increase the effectiveness of place memory, the
characteristic places in the village were listed through literature and field
research, and interviews were conducted centered on these places. A total of
9 places in the village were classified, and based on this, 1:1 or 1:2 in-depth
interviews were conducted.

The spatiality of Yugok-ri village through the collected memories can be
largely interpreted in three ways. First, as a space built only in physical
form, it is a village that failed from the beginning and could not be called a
village. Because it was a house with a strong exhibition character, only
physical space was given, and there was only an elementary school nearby.
Besides, the security was so tight that even going outside was not free. They
broke through the great competition, but the reality was different. Moreover,
Yugok-ri village has been thoroughly neglected after the death of President
Park Chung-hee. Although 40 years have passed, it is still a painful and
regrettable place for the residents.

Second, it was built for military purposes, but as time went on, the
military purpose disappeared, and it was gradually changing into an ordinary
place. Yugok-ri Village is a village of unification with a clear military
purpose built by the state. In the midst of this ideology and non-routine, the

everyday concept of a house conflicted, and the village of Yugok-ri

3 ty
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continued to change.

Third, with the passage of time, the physical structure deteriorated, and
the inhabitants were aging together.

Minbuk Village is recognized for its conservation value as a heritage of
the border region. However, Minbuk Village has been completely ignored by
the state since its construction. Although it is true that villages belonging to
the northern region of the Civil Control Line are subject to many regulations
in terms of development and land use planning as a military border region, it
is important to find directions through the history contained in the village
and the memories of lesser-known residents. If further research is continued
on the remaining Minbuk villages, it will be helpful in setting the direction of
village planning for the coming unification era.

However, there are limitations to the research in that it is difficult to
verify the history of an in-depth interview centered on personal experiences
and meanings such as life history. In addition, since the basic infrastructure
of Yugok-ri village is not formed, there are many vacant houses and there

are few group interviews, so there is a limitation in collecting various stories.

keywords : Placeness, Sense of Place, Place Memory,
Tong-il-chon, Minbuk Village
Student Number : 2018-24754
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