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Abstract

Maitreya, Kaebyok, Yonaoshi
: the Crisis and World-subverting Perception in East Asian History of Religion

Han, Seung-hoon (Wonkwang Univ.)

Religion in a crisis works as a system of imagination and techniques to manage the
difficulties. In such conditions, existing religious symbols and concepts are reorganized
into new meanings. This article deals with the transformation of religious symbols during
socio-economic crises in early modern East Asia. (1) Maitreya, the future Buddha, had
been a deity to prayer for reincarnation into paradise and good fortune in Buddhism
and folk religions. However, rebels in premodern China and Korea, who resisted state
power, imagined that Maitreya would immediately appear and bring an end to the world.
(2) In classical literature, Kaebyok was a concept to describe the creation of the world.
Kaebyok as a radical cosmological transformation in the future, which have been
generally accepted by new religions in Korea until the present, gradually emerged during
political crises after the 18th century. (3) The concept of Yonaoshi, which had initially
meant to pray for the abundance of agriculture, extended its meaning to demanding
a radical renewal of the existing world in the period of natural disasters and political

upheaval in the 19th century.

Key Words: crisis, eschatology, Maitreya, Kaebyok, Yonaoshi



