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Abstract

Changes in the Ideal View of the Woman in the Late Joseon
Dynasty

: Focusing on the Influence of Catholicism

Lee, Hyojin (Seoul National Univ.)

This article examines how the ideal image of the woman held by society during the
late Joseon period changed after the introduction of Catholicism. The virtue of Yeol
(%), which means the wife serving the husband well, was emphasized for women in
Joseon and the women who set an example for this were called Yeolnyeo (%U%).
However, with the introduction of Catholicism in the 18th century, there was a
change in attitude towards what the ideal image of the woman entails, including how
women understood themselves. The ideal woman in Joseon was a wife who was
passionately obedient to her husband. Men were ontologically essential for women.
However, with the introduction of Catholicism, women started to understand their
existence centered on God rather than men. In other words, it provided an
opportunity for women to perceive themselves as equal persons not subordinate to
men. Therefore, female believers were now able to carry out independent activities
not for men but for God, maintain their virginity and practice martyrdom, irrespective
of their particular situations of family and marriage. The new ideal image of the
woman could be seen through Kang Wan-sook Colomba's activities, female believers
maintaining their virginity, and Lee Soon-i's prison letter. However, this paper does
not intend to argue that these figures resisted the Confucian view of women or that

they represented all female believers but to explain how the new religious faith,



particularly their faith in God, affected their behaviors and their notion of the ideal

woman.

Kew Words: Women in late Joseon dynasty, Catholicism in late Joseon dynasty, The
image of women, Kang Wan-Sook, Lee Soon-i, Female Catholic
belivers, Martyrdom, Virginity life



