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Abstract

A study on the Evolution of
University—-City Relations: The

case of SNU and Gwanak-gu

RYU Moon Young
Urban and Regional Planning
Graduate School of Environmental Studies

Seoul National University

Universities are closely related to the structure of cities and
communities. According to previous studies related to University—City
relations, the types of their relations are industry—academia
cooperation, campus expansion, urban regeneration, opening school
facilities, sharing education, and more. However, since existing only
studies focus on specific types of relationships, when it comes to the
evolution of University-City relation, we face insufficient amount of
understanding. Thus, it becomes important to understand the
evolution of universities’ roles and how the relations between
universities and cities changed over time to find out implications on

urban planning.
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This study is based on the belief that the University-City
relations evolved and changed by changes of universities’ role over
time. Taking Seoul National University and Gwanak-gu as a case,
the evolution of the relationship between them and the subjects that

form the cooperative relationship are identified in this study.

First of all, it starts with understanding the history of universities
and cities, and then going through theoretical discussions on the role
of universities. Later, through the analysis of case study of SNU and
Gwanak-gu, the urban planning implications of the evolution of the

relationship between universities and cities are examined.

The analytical scope is formed based on the previous studies on
evolution of wuniversity roles and re—constructed for Korean
universities’ time frame. It is divided into three periods, which are
‘Traditional ~ University (1970s  to early 1990s), ‘Entrepreneur
University’ (1990s), and ‘Transformative University (after 2000). These
three periods are analyzed into ‘spatial relations and ‘non-spatial
relations, and the ‘spatial’ relations between SNU and Gwanak-gu is

sub-categorized into inner and outer space of Gwanak Campus.

As a result, the urban planning implications of the evolution of
the relationship between SNU and Gwanak-gu are followings.
First, in 1970s, wuniversity students had formed spatial
relationships with local communities that contributed to the
urban environment. Second, SNU headquarter and Gwanak-gu
Office originally began to form a cooperative relationship to
resolve the spatial conflict. Third, as cooperation between them
was emphasized, the subject of the university moved from
students to the university headquarter, and the local community

moved from residents or civic groups to local government. And
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the cooperative relationship between them is accelerated by the
government—level induction policy. Fourth, there are lack of
long—term cultural exchanges or other kinds of cooperations,
because the recent cooperative relationship 1s only focused on
business oriented cooperations such as start-ups or ventures.
This potentially disturbs diversifying the direction of urban
regeneration. Fifth, in the case of SNU, the role of a
‘Traditional University’ was more similar to the type of

cooperation that the ‘“Transformative University pursues.

keywords : University, City, SNU, Gwanak-gu, cooperation,

collaboration

Student Number . 2019-26145
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