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Abstract

A Study on the Gasa's Musical
Feature(Sigimsae) Comparative of Lee

Yangeyo and Jeong Gyeongtae

- Based on <Chunmyeongok> and <Maehwaga> among
12Gasa -

Kim Eunji
Major in Korean Musicology
Department of Music

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Gasa is a traditional vocal music that sings long lyrics with the
metrical pattern. In the 18th century, it had been settled down in
the Pungryubang culture of the upper and middle class where a
music lover had used to enjoy the music. In the 19th century, it
was performed as the entertainment culture of common people. In
the end, 12Gasa was formed in the 20th century. Complexity and
ambiguity of (Gasa, which are not clear in genres and a musical
tone(key and mode), are the characteristics of (Gasa music and
also are factor that reveal the musical personality of a singer.
This study considered the characteristics of Gasa music by

analyzing Sigimsae and vocalization method of Lee Yanggyo and

- 164 -



Jeong Gyeongtae, focusing on the <Chunmyeongok> and the
<Maehwaga>.

Today's transmission of Gasa music has its start in the training
center of the Leewangjik—Aakbu which had inherited the court
music tradition during the Japanese colonial period. After the
foundation of transmission of traditional music was laid through
the designation of national intangible cultural heritage and the
establishment of the National Gugak Center, Lee Yanggyo and
Jeong Gyeongtae were recognized as a holder of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage in 1975. They enjoyed the same period with
Gasa music but show some different musical characteristics
despite the fact that they have the same line of succession.

First, looking at the method of dividing a verse(called in Korean
Maru) in the case of <Chunmyeongok>, Lee is divided into the
verse according to a cadence melody, and Jeong is divided into
the verse according to lyric structure. In addition, Lee Yanggyo
avoided forcibly creating the melody of the part where the
tradition was cut off, but Jeong Gyeongtae sang the part
combining the existing melody in the song to protect the tradition
of singing the whole part. <Maehwaga> has a simple structure
with repeated melodies, and the division of a verse is consistent.

Second, looking at the sigimsae that is the musical functions or
expressions given to a certain note in melody progression, in
<Chunmyeongok>, Lee used plain vibration, uppzer vibration,
lower vibration, deep upper vibration, Jeonsung which is a short
and strong shake. Jeong used plain vibration, upper vibration,
lower vibration, deep upper vibration, deep lower vibration, weak
vibration. Lee's deep upper vibration was used in a’, Jeong's

deep lower vibration did in b”, which is somewhat different in the
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way of tightening his vocal cords and heading direction, but it
seems that the same type of vibration. When using the plain
vibration, Lee stretched out the note and vibrated it in the end,
but Jeong vibrated the note from the begging.

In <Maehwaga>, Lee used plain vibration, upper vibration, deep
upper vibration, flowing down vibration, rolling sound, and Jeong
used plain vibration, deep upper vibration, flowing down vibration,
rolling sound. All of two used the deep upper vibration in b”.
Also, Lee used pushing up or double-pushing up the note much
more than Jeong did, but used flowing down the note d’ less than
Jeong did.

Third, looking at the vocalization method, LZee had a relatively
clear contrast between false voice(falsetto) and true voice, and
used frequently Bangu/mok making a sound roundly like rolling a
small bell, but Jeong doesn't prefer to use false voice and uses
Bangulmok. Jeong often uses a decorative sound of taking on and

off his larynx.

Key Words : Gasa, Sigimsae, Chunmyeongok, Maehwaga, musical

feature, Lee Yanggyo, Jeong Kyeongtae

Student Number : 2016-26125
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