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Abstract

A study on coworking spaces as a platform:

commodification and regulation

Park, Chae Yeon
Department of Geography
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study is inspired from the discrepancy between regulatory
environments rooted in geographical contexts and the social flows
that bypass this fixity. I specifically aim to 1) identify how
coworking spaces are presented as a commodity that is not only a
space of places but also a space of flows, and 2) examine in what
regulatory environment coworking spaces in Seoul, South Korea are
placed and the debates that arise from these spaces being a space of

flows. The findings are as follows.

1) The main strategy used to sell coworking space as a
commodity is to highlight its interior designed to optimize
productivity and the locational advantages. This shows that while
coworking spaces are often considered platforms, most of its value as
a commondity comes from it being a space of places. As a space of
flows, the ability of coworking spaces to connect people and create

networks also constitutes its presentation as a market commodity.
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2) Contrary to regulations that are created based on fixed
geographical boundaries, spatial flows are not fixed in specific spatial
contexts. Due to this discrepancy, coworking spaces are placed in a
regulatory void that inspires much debate about the spaces of the
future. Why do coworking spaces in South Korea adapt accounting
principles similar to hotels? Is a coworking space considered a
permanent establishment? If not, can we tax a business that is
located in a coworking space? Commodified workspace is increasingly
being combined with services, and this paradigm shift raises
questions on how the regulatory environment reacts, should or should

not react to new spatial contexts.

There seem to be high hopes for coworking spaces and their
ability to thrive as a platform. However, it is equally important to
understand what builds the value of a coworking space as a
commodity, and what kind of issues we must touch upon when
designing a new regulatory framework for the spaces of the future.
As efforts to overcome the physical limits of space are ever
mounting in this hyper—-connected contemporary world, the case of
coworking spaces will help us reach a deeper understanding of such

matter.

Keywords: coworking spaces, platform economy, commodification, substance

over form, permanent establishment
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