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9) 0 James S. Coleman, Foundations of Social Theory, (Cambridge
University Press, 1990).

10) Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Works: Civil Traditions in Modern
Italy, (Princeton University press, 1993).
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13) Booth and Wheeler, The Security Dilemma: Fear, Cooperation and
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Abstract

Trust and International Relations :

A Study on the U.S—U.K Relations before and after the
2003 Iraq War

Heesu Lee
Department of Political Science and International Relations

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This research analyzes the U.S.—U.K relationships before
and after the 2003 Iragq War by applying <Trust and
Mistrust> in international relations. Two countries
maintained a special alliance from the WWII and they
faced war together, perceived a same enemy, and shared
the common ideology.

With the September 11 terrorist attack, the United
States saw 1t as such a huge threat to the Western value,
and this approach served as an opportunity for the
outbreak of the Invasion of Iraq in 2003. The United
States expected Britain to fundamentally support the
U.S—led security strategy in order to overcome a

common enemy and further terrorist attack. However,

- 91 - .:l'u



Britain ultimately set up the Iraqi Investigation Committee
and made it clear that the Iraqg War became the symbol
of miscalucation and mistakes of the U.S. government.

The conventional theory in international security
emphasizes that the alliance could remain stable if they
share a common identity, national interest, and external
threat, but this research points out that it does not
sufficiently explains the special relationship between
countries that also could become unstable.

To answer this question, this study focuses on
Emotion and how this could be contributed as Z7rust
becomes the major variable in changing traditional alliance
between two countries.

The conclusion for this research are as follows.
First, if two countries frust each other, they still
cooperate on military actions even though the other party
shows different purposes of its own. Second, if two
countries do not trust each other, they do not continue

their military alliance.

Keywords: Trust, Mistrust, Perception and Emotion, Iraq
War, U.S—U.K Relations
Student Number: 2019—28404
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