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39 AQUAASHY WAl g4 A WA goz ARL
“Of TR AUSHrAr Ade] BROIAE sl B7skn 2
A7k Aeuae Azt A g olFvt
nwste AxT7e Ade] Uehd Ayeg, o ddo] st | Fad
e 2274 AN B 4 otk o] AL FFAY 7 44
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et webd DA e Al WAE Tz deFsuce o4
o7 Y nf3-E YEot= 42 gdordti(Kaba & Sooriakumaran
2007). ol=lgt AF2 2o A It AKEo] gront T 50 AA
WS AQITE 1970 ol A 1995E7kA] eaF R =eof lolA ShEEit=
Aol ArdaEo] JFelol Frtsta drt. AR o] gl wet &=
A0l ol wet dEget Y-S AET o AofsteE ZHE e
™, ol2fgt wWekoA o] 7|7hs
Revolution)®] 7|7tolztal 5 4= Qlth(Ubel 20120 2). o2t FA| £
A A 2087F A2 BAlE FE TR Foke @Akl #@Ake] 4
e 280 2= oitEt= oju|zR2 EAEM(Kaba & Sooriakumaran
2007), ol 27t & AAA B2 FEAN A9ds gofstar gl
= A= AARRIT

St Agpele] Geold dene 2 SEA el oE Brte)
v HYE Z2A HUT ot AMHE b AP Ul uiAI" A=A
92 4 Aok ofe] 182 1 ool

O

22t At Fof d(Patient Empowerment

[ I-1] MBCw2olA BEH b= AP o] atAg Are12)

12) https://tv.naver.com/v/9346035
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© Guele] SAHDEe 24 B ARG $89 Han
o] 713]2 ARtEth= AE HolErh A Frte] Ayt HoxHA o=
AB[Ao] TRt AT IAMELE FHo R XFPE A7t ol o]Fo
HtBoshoff & Gray 2004; Amin & Nasharuddin 2013; Mortazavi, S.
et al 2009). AR &ofoll A AAZo] AF Ee AH|A0 H-ES H|Wel
o2 1 882 Hrbole= As 1 AZ4H  7Hx](Customer Perceived
Value)®] Aok shid], o fol AvtHel olulolAs] 4E E
v AHAY B ootyzr o F2 ogAH[A0 JHofke H-FHTHCengiz
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& Kirkbir 2007; Prior 2013; Usman 2017). ©]= Q9|8 AH| A7} = HH]
2J} HlZSHA ARIAE B A9 IA7be FAIShE A HolF

Alofl, mAH|AE Bhe x50l AUA ABIAE Frishs iH]Z}Q} H]
& f1x]ofl Askal Slvhes A& AARRIT FE omAfH|Aof el At
+ AHAR] Hriel sk 2Rpe] Bolde =Hulr] fls &R A7
= 7}x](Patient Perceived Value)gh= 2017} YeEFGTHQian et al 2011;
Wang & Chen 2011; Schultz et al 2012; Zarei, E. et al 2013).
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St F=ollA R e QIZI7F do] AR AAL Qe o= F U
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Abstract

Imagination and Reality of
Transnationalism :

Dreams and Realities seen from Chinese

Cosmetic Surgery Tourism in South Korea

Xue Yuanyuan
Department of Anthropology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Aiming at Chinese tourists who came to South Korea for
cosmetic surgery tourism, this dissertation investigated the motives of
their cross-border movement and the process they went through. In
order to find out why Chinese people prefer to get cosmetic surgery in
South Korea, which could also be done in China, I critically approach
the theory of transnationalism and the role of imagination in
transnational migration. The existing theory, embodied by Appadurai,
suggests that imagination crossing borders has formed new identities
and changed everyday life. It implies that the imagination of Korean
cosmetic surgery held by Chinese tourists could be the power to

advance their transnational movement. However, there are some
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limitations in the existing theory. First, it tried to explain how the
imagination spreads, but confined the answer to the electronic media
which is only a platform rather than a process. Second, it pointed out
that there is a gap between the images presented on electronic media
and the reality, but it did not reveal how the imagination narrows the
gap. Focusing on the entire process of Chinese cosmetic surgery
tourism in South Korea, this study analyzed the work of imagination
which penetrates through the transnational process so as to illuminate
not only the formation and reproduction process but also the
limitations of the transnational imagination.

Through the fieldwork investigation, I found that Chinese
cosmetic surgery tourists form their imagination about Korean cosmetic
surgery while using different social medias to get informations about
Korean cosmetic surgery before leaving China. Numerous real stories
presented on social medias compose mediascape, which become the
base for starting a concrete imagination of becoming beautiful through
cosmetic surgery tourism in Korea. Chinese cosmetic surgery tourists
find the possibility of their own future through the experiences of
others showed on social medias. This possibility is presented as the
form of dream and will drive individuals’ transnational movements. The
reality of Korean cosmetic surgery, reproduced through electronic
media, is essentially manipulation in that it hides the processing traces
that appear in the process of being produced by media. However, in
the perspective of viewers far from the reality of Korean cosmetic
surgery tourism, it appears as a kind of simulacre which looks more
real than the reality.

It should be highlighted that the imagination of Korean cosmetic
surgery tourism formed by social media exposes the gap with reality
from the first stage of cross-border. The line between reality and
fiction is blurred in mediascape, but in the process of actual cosmetic
surgery tourism, the gap between reality and imagination is exposed.
Cosmetic surgery tourists experience the gap when receiving unfear

treatment at cosmetic surgery hospitals due to their foreign nationality
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or in the process of failing to issue legally valid documents such as
receipts and contracts.

Interestingly, while experiencing the gap between dreams and
reality and noticing their weak position in the cross-border context,
they complete the journey of Korean cosmetic surgery tourism at the
end. This is because their dream of acquiring beauty through cosmetic
surgery tourism has the power to mobilize their energy and exert their
abilities in a specific direction. Many Chinese cosmetic surgery tourists
believe that Korean cosmetic surgery technology is advanced and
maintain the belief that they can have a better future through getting
cosmetic surgery, thereby overcoming the difficulties they face in South
Korea.

Chinese tourists who have finished cosmetic surgery tourism
and returned to China could choose to share their experiences on the
Internet. These experiences again help form the imagination of others
who are preparing for cosmetic surgery tourism. The act of Chinese
cosmetic surgery tourists posting their stories on the Internet connects
the end and beginning of the imagination surrounding Korean cosmetic
surgery tourism. When the end point and the start point were
connected, it could be observed that the transnational imagination
reproduces through the form of the cycle.

This process of reproduction contributed to the formation of a
unique way of survival that Chinese people learned and shared as the
number of Chinese people engaged in cosmetic surgery tourism
increased, and ultimately created a safer and more predictable pathway
for cosmetic surgery tourism. This shows the fact that the cyclically
flowing imagination is constantly influencing reality, and the practical
possibility of better cosmetic surgery tourism specialized for Chinese

tourists.

Keywords : cosmetic surgery tourism in South Korea, Chinese
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