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Abstract

Analysis of Lyrics on Songs
about the Environment

in Korean Music Curriculum

Park, Min Gyeong
Interdisciplinary program in Environmental Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In the current Music Curriculum for elementary and secondary
schools in Korea, Environmental education i1s being conducted
through singing songs about the environment. While other subjects,
such as social studies and science, aim for doing various activities
related to the Environmental education, such as learning about the
environment and recognizing problems, information exploring, and
problem solving, Environmental education in the music curriculum
unilaterally conveys environmental texts created by lyricists to
audience without any interaction activities.

In this regard, this study applied qualitative content analysis
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methods to analyze lyrics of songs about the environment, which is a
form of messages in environmental communication.

Analysis 1s based on two criteria. One i1s the theme of song and
another 1s writing style of the song. Analyzing theme i1s to find out
what content the message has and analyzing writing style is to find
out how the message is being processed.

Considering that the dictionary definition of the word
‘Environment’; natural conditions or social situations that directly/
indirectly affect one’s life, the definition of Songs about the
Environment in this study was limited to songs that contain the
content about relationship between nature and humans or given
challenging situations that might cause issues related to the
environment. Based on this definition, the subjects of this study were
selected as a total of 11 environmental songs that were included at
least more than once during the period 2001-2020 in Korean music
curriculum.

Prior to the analysis, a frame was developed for analyzing one
environmental song based on the specific criteria of this study.
Developed frame can be use to analyze the lyrics of song about the
environment on two criteria. One criteria includes nine themes such
as Environmental Perspective and Environmental Ethics, Composition
of Environment, Environmental Issues, Human Activity and
Environment, Sustainable Development, Exploration of Environmental
Phenomena, Environmental Sensitivity and Consideration,
Environmental Problem Solving, and Environmental Conservation
Practice. Another criteria includes four writing styles such as a
Declarative sentence, Interrogative sentence, Imperative sentence and
Request sentence.

As a result of the analysis on the theme, a total of 11
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environmental songs were presented by three themes on average. The
most frequently presented theme was Environmental Conservation
Practices, followed by Composition of Environment. Environmental
Perspective and Environmental Ethics, Environmental Issues,
Environmental Sensitivity and Consideration themes were presented at
the same frequency being followed next. And then followed by
Human Activity and Environment, Environmental Problem Solving
themes in order. Themes of Sustainable Development and Exploration
of environmental phenomena were not analyzed on any songs.

As a result of analysis on the writing style standard, it was found
that each song has one or two writing styles. In the case of
environmental songs analyzed in two writing styles, only one main
writing style of the sentence was brought into the statistics. The
most frequently analyzed writing style was Request sentence, which
1s found in a total of six songs, followed three Declarative sentence,
two Interrogative sentence, and zero Imperative sentence.

Environmental songs presenting Environmental Issues and
Environmental Conservation Practices were mainly analyzed using
Request sentence style, which shows that the messages are processed
to make audience not only recognize environmental problems but also
do something to solve the problem. Themes of Environmental
Perspective and Environmental Ethics, Composition of Environment
were mainly analyzed in Declarative sentence style, which shows that
the messages are processed to make audience recognize or understand
on those contents.

The reason why there was no environmental song analyzed under
themes of Sustainable Development and Exploration of Environmental
Phenomena can be found in the complexity of the theme. And the

reason why there was no environmental song analyzed by the
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Imperative sentence style i1s to avoid oppressive expression that can
be over stimulate the audiences who are students.

Although 1t has been more than 20 years since the song about the
Environment began to be included in the music textbooks,
environmental education in korean music curriculum is rarely being
conducted, given that only a total of 11 environmental songs included
among 20 years. However, nine songs out of 11 songs are included in
the middle school-level textbook, so the possibility of environmental
education in the middle school level is highly anticipated in the future
strategy of strengthening environmental education.

Since most of the environmental songs analyzed in this study were
made from some old poems, it i1s also necessary to check whether
songs about the Environment are included in other subject, such as
language and Literature, liberal arts.

For environmental communication research, text analysis 1is
essential for analyzing message effects. However, it is also necessary
to study whether the theoretically analyzed factors actually apply to
the audience. Therefore, research should be conducted on the
perspective of the audience so that can check the theoretically

analyzed factors actually apply to them or not.
keywords : Environmental Education, Writing Style, Lyrics

Environmental Communication, Songs about the Environment,
Student Number : 2019-21255
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