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Between “Real Man” and “Photocopy Man”: Hybrid Masculinities
in the Post-conflict Society of South Sudan

HASHIMOTO, Eri

This study aims to describe the dynamics of Nuer masculinity in the
post-colonial context. It relates the markings on their foreheads, called
gaar, and how young Nuer refugees and migrants have been attempting to
survive post-conflict societies since 2013 through various interpretations of
gaar and masculinity, with their bodies having or not having such mark-
ings. Gaar is received through an initiation ritual and was once recognized
as a symbol of a “real man” by the local Nuer community. Previous studies
on gaar have clarified its role as that of creating social relationships and
making sense of time and history by sharing names of age-sets that are
joined through initiation. In the context of social transformations such as
the post-colonial situation, civil wars, and refugee crises, gaar signifies the
“traditional” style of masculinity. My fieldwork in the refugee and migrant
communities in Uganda reveals new dilemmas related to gaar on young
men’s bodies, i.e. whether they have gaar, in the context of post-2013 ethnic
violence. The reasons for gaar in the 1990s as well as current interpreta-
tions demonstrate how men try to achieve multiple forms of masculinities
that the Nuer society has experienced. By using idioms of “real man” and
“photocopy man” (meaning fake man), Nuer young people scrutinize how
they can adopt several orders through gaar in different contexts such as
the national situation of South Sudan, “modern” life in Uganda, and social
relation with their lovers and families, mentioning their image of “commu-
nity” or “home,” called cieng in Nuer language. The skin of the human body
is the border between self and others, showing what we are as a part of the
“social self.” Gaar is not necessarily a symbol of single masculinity. Nuer
men’s foreheads contain multiple relations and contexts, communicating
with others through multiple “selves” or hybrid masculinities.
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