-

P
brought to you by .{ CORE

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Kyushu University of Health and Welfare Repository

J. of Kyushu Univ. of Health and Welfare. 13 :1 ~ 8, 2012 1

HUBRIZ BT 2 BB - BNEERE Oy MIFICET2BELHEE (2)
— IRERDFED] & THHE 20<D5E0—

I SRS

Significance of and problems with pet companions owned by elderly people in need of care (2)
—— Narratives concerned with “loss” and “support” ——

Kensuke KATO

Abstract

In this study, the relationship between pets and elderly people who need care was examined
through a narrative approach. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with four elderly residents
of Nobeoka City, Miyazaki, and with professionals who have the ability to support elderly people’s
caring for pets (ie. a social worker, home-care workers, a pet sitter and administrative officers). The
interviewer asked about the relationship between the elderly people and their pets, specifically about
any benefits or difficulties in their daily life. The results of the interviews revealed that even those
elderly people who had lost their pets linked their own life stories to their pets, structuring them
according to their relationship with their pets. In contrast, the professionals often emphasized the
difficulties for elderly people in caring for pets. The study suggests that we need to construct a social
support network, in particular, a ‘narrative community’ to listen attentively to elderly people’s
narratives as a way of supporting the relationship between the elderly and their pets.

Key words : elderly residents in need of care, pets, narrative approach, narratives concerned with “loss”
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