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The Current State of Affairs of School Social Work in Regional Towns
YOKOYAMA Yutaka

Abstract

In this paper | will review how the Ministry of Education has put school social workers into practical
use in Miyazaki Prefecture since 2008 and show how the prefecture has worked on the project thus
far. Then some challenges that the ministry has faced will be pointed out and several solutions and
how to carry them out will be proposed. Currently school teachers are too busy and this fact leads to
various problems occurring. With this in mind, it will be suggested that the introduction of volunteers
into schools as part of a development of societal resources can help eliminate manpower shortages. As
a specific example of this, the introduction of a volunteer group of local company retirees into one
particular junior high school allowed school teachers there to be able to concentrate more on their

daily duties.
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