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An Overview of Feminist Research on the Sociology of Childhood:
Centered on Poststructuralist Approach

Yumiko FUJITA

Abstract
The purpose of this article is to examine the issues presented in the literature on feminist research on the
sociology of childhood. I focus on the feminist poststructuralist approach within the sociological research
on childhood.
The rise of research on sex differences in the 1960's enabled us to focus on the presence of a 'woman' more
than a 'man’ which was the sign of the unitary category of people. In 1970's, the focus of discussion
changed from the presence of sex differences to the mechanism of its acquisition. Many analyses of sex
roles were conducted to examine the process of acquisition of gender identity.
By the second wave of feminism, we became aware of a system of oppression in line with the notion of
sex/gender as socially constructed. Feminism led us to do research on gender, which led to exploration of
socially and culturally constructed gender.
I review the literature on the feminist poststructuralist approach in the research on children. Feminist
poststructuralist approach allows the reconsideration of subjectivity and adult-child relation as well as
gender dichotomy.
This article concludes with the significance of feminist poststructuralist approach and remaining
questions are presented.
Keywords : Sociology of Childhood, Feminist approach, Gender, Feminist Poststructuralism, Subjectivity
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