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[Abstract)

Crucial roles played by Japanese Jesuit brothers in the missionary

work of the Society of Jesus in Japan in the 16" century

Chisato KANDA*

This article throws some light on the activities of Japanese Jesuit brothers. It was mainly native Japanese Jesuit brothers that
performed sermons to fellow Japanese people, including those to pagan, believers in Buddhism, and even Buddhist priests,
with the advantage in their Japanese language proficiency, which was considered too hard for the missionaries from Europe to
achieve, even with long period of study. They also played important roles in disputes with “bonzos”, Buddhist priests, apply-
ing what they had learnt about the doctrinal content of Buddhism, thus were considered indispensable in Christian missionary
work during the 16" century. On the other hand, their doctrinal accomplishment in the field of Christian thought was, in gen-
eral very poor. Moreover, their activities in their missionary work were seldom guided by their superiors, and sometimes this
caused more than a little discordance within the Society.

Key words : Society of Jesus, Japanese Jesuit brothers, Japanese language proficiency, disputes with “bonzos”, discordance.
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