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A Study of the Catalogue of Ryitkoku Gakko Naiten Genzon Mokuroku #4355 N # BT H
#%, edited by Chido &'

Mannami Hisako

In the early modern period of Japan, the Gakurin 4%, school of Nishi Honganji P44
J#E=F, imported the Tripitaka of Jiaxing 5 ¥, a printed version of the Tripitaka convenient
for research use, from China as early as 1674 (Enpo Era 2 #£5 7). In the following years,
the library of the Gakurin improved remarkably, following the progress of education and
research with printed books.

In the 3rd year of the Temmei Era KW= (1775), Chido C&if : 1736-1805)
compiled a catalog of the school’s collection, Ryitkoku Gakko Naitenn Genzon Mokuroku
FEA N L BIAE B $% © Current Catalogue of the Ryiigoku School Collection).It was a huge
catalog that describes 4, 699 copies of the Buddhist scriptures (including the Tripitaka of
Jiaxing), 4, 577 canons and 122 apocryphal texts.

However, when I checked various books, I found that the Ryitkoku Gakko Naitenn
Genzon Mokuroku, which is in the Gakurin’s collection, was not copied in the third year of
the Tenmei Era but a little later. There were prototypes before that, and even after it was
completed, there were repeated additions and revisions, so we can say that it was an
unfinished work.

The catalog is unique in a few points. First, Chido changed the order of the scriptures
in the Tripitaka of Jiaxing in a very different way from the original, with the other books
which belonged to the Gakurin library. Secondly, the titles in the Tripitaka of Jiaxing are
mixed with the other books in the collection of the Gakurin so that the rearrangement
reflects research results of contemporary Japanese Buddhist studies. It is not a mere
catalog of the library but a high research achievement made possible by Chido’s academic
ability and insight.

Genchi X% (1734-1794), who cooperated in this work, had once envisioned a new
compilation of the Tripitaka and proposed how to make its catalog. Although it never came
to fruition, Chidd’s Ryitkoku Gakko Naitenn Genzon Mokuroku was very close to Genchi’s
idea.

We should not forget that in the latter half of the early modern era in Japan,
academic monks such as Genchi and Chido had so broad a perspective to think about

compiling and editing the Tripitaka in a new way.
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