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Archetypal Landscape of Hayashi Kyoko’s Story:
Shanghai in Michel’s Lipstick

Division of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies
Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies
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Abstract

Although Hayashi Kyoko is regarded as a writer who depicts the experience of atomic bombing in
Nagasaki, Shanghai in wartime also constitutes an important theme in her literary creation. Hayashi’s life
in Shanghai, China until she was 14 years old is one of her “roots of life” and “origin.” Michels Lipstick
collects seven short stories that record the Shanghai experience. It is read as a bildungsroman, or war
novel. The tone of the story has been debated; however, there is also a tendency to positively describe the
Shanghai depicted in the work. To understand the writer’s understanding of this period in Shanghai, this
article attempts to consider Hayashi’s realistic narrative style, analyze the scenery of Shanghai in war and
the lives of the inhabitants depicted in Michel’s Lipstick, and clarify her view of life and death, home, and
humanism in her literary practices. Finally, this article attempts to understand Hayashi from the perspective
of repatriation literature.

Keyword
Hayashi Kyoko, The Shanghai experience, View of Life and Death, View of Home, Humanism
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