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Scotland and Open Access

• Population c 5.5M (2021)
• 15 Universities
• 4 'Ancients' including St 
Andrews (1413)

• Scottish Enlightenment C18th/19th

• SCURL Higher Education and 
research libraries
• 2004/5 Open Access Declaration
• 2012 Open Repositories Edinburgh
• 2021 REF2021 Submission
• 2022 Scottish Universities Press



UK Policy Environment

Assessing
• REF2021

Negotiating
• National 
deals

Funding
• UKRI Policy

Underpinned 
by
• Processes
• Policies
• Partnerships
• Repositories



Assessment: UK Policy REF2021



Assessing: REF2021 Open Access Policy



Assessing: REF2021 Open Access Requirements



Funding: UKRI Policy April 2022-



Negotiating



CWTS Leiden OA Rankings 2021 (No Minimum)

• 24 of 25 Institutions by PP(OA) are 
in the UK
• 25% are in Scotland
• St Andrews (91.3%)
• Strathclyde (90.4%)
• Dundee (90.3%)
• Stirling (88.9%) 
• Edinburgh (88.9%)
• Glasgow (88%)

• Mix of Green and Gold Open 
Access



CWTS Leiden OA Rankings 2021 (10K Minimum)

• 20 of 25 institutions by PP(OA) are 
in the UK
• Edinburgh (4th)
• Glasgow (6th)

• Mix of Green and Gold Open 
Access



Our Repositories: DSpace & EPrints



Case Studies: Trust in Open Access

Measuring

Supporting

Building



Case Study: Strathclyde



Case Study: Glasgow

Measuring:
• Downloads and impact
• Embedded in staff profiles, 
promotion & performance reviews, 
REF2021 and institutional KPIs
Building:
• Range of EPrints repositories
• No commercial CRIS
Supporting:
• Close collaboration with other 
teams, researchers and systems 
across the university





Case Study: Edinburgh

https://www.coalition-s.org/blog/university-of-
edinburgh-research-publications-copyright-policy/

https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/about/policies-
and-regulations/research-publications

https://www.coalition-s.org/blog/university-of-edinburgh-research-publications-copyright-policy/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/about/policies-and-regulations/research-publications


The Scottish Factor(s)

Ethos of collaboration

Shared intellectual tradition

Our size



Looking Ahead

Open Research

Rights Retention

Digital Preservation

E-only Theses

Scottish Universities Press



#UofGWorldChangers
@UofGlasgow

Thank You


