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Abstract. X-ray backscatter imaging is a powerful technique for
medical, aerospace, and security applications. Conventionally, a
pinhole is commonly used for focusing X-ray, but there is always
a desire to enhance the signal-to-noise-ratio (SNR) and optical
throughput compared to a single pinhole. The main aim of this
paper is to present a new X-ray backscatter imaging system
which was inspired by a Twisted Slit collimator system called
the Vortex Collimator and compare the optical throughput and
the imaging performance with that of the Twisted Slit’ collimator
[G. Jaenisch et al., “Scatter imaging – simulation of aperture focusing
by deconvolution,” (IEEE, Piscataway, NJ, 2017), p.301-306;
G. Jaenisch, S. Kolkoori & C. Bellon, “Quantitative simulation of back
scatter X-ray imaging and comparison to experiments,” 1–11 (2016)]
and the Pinhole imaging systems for axial point sources, where
the pinhole system was used purely for comparison purposes. All
the comparisons were performed through Ray tracing (TracePro)
simulation software. This work shows that the Vortex design yields
∼4% higher SNR/optical throughput than that of the Twisted Slit
collimator, and ∼42.5% higher transmittance. Furthermore, the
opening of the Vortex Collimator was increased and reduced to
observe the performance, resulting in about ∼1% transmittance
increment when the opening was increased. Also, thicknesses of
the Vortex Collimator and Twisted Slit collimator were increased and
reduced and found that reducing the thickness appears to increase
the system’s throughput marginally. c© 2022 Society for Imaging
Science and Technology.
[DOI: 10.2352/J.ImagingSci.Technol.2022.66.3.030510]

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Backscatter X-ray Imaging (BAXI)
X-ray backscatter imaging (XBI) technology has attracted a
lot of attention during the turn of the century and it has
been applied for vehicle surveillance, IED detections and
for detection of buried objects such as land mines. Unlike
conventional transmission X-ray, which is more sensitive
for detecting high atomic number material [1–3], BAXI
relies on the Compton scattering of the X-ray with the core
electrons [1, 2, 4, 5], and is more sensitive to low atomic

Received July 29, 2021; accepted for publication Feb. 28, 2022; published
online Apr. 4, 2022. Associate Editor: Xinghua Li.
1062-3701/2022/66(3)/030510/20/$25.00

number materials like explosives [2, 6]. Furthermore, BAXI
is more attractive in operations as both the X-ray source and
detector are mounted in the same housing; thereby, it can
scan large objects [7]. When a photon collides and interacts
withmotionless electron [8], it will transfer someof its energy
to that electron, and this phenomenon can be described as
the Compton effect [9, 10]. The kinetic energy gained by
the electron will force it to move off at some angle, and the
scattered photon now has a smaller quantity of energy than
before [11]. This suggests that the frequency of the scattered
photon will drop while the wavelength increases [2, 12].

The backscatter technique is not to be confused with a
traditional X-ray machine, which relies on the transmission
of X-rays through the object [13, 14]. The backscatter
pattern is dependent on the material property. It is suitable
for imaging organic material, which means that objects
with a low-atomic number (Z-number) such as Aluminum,
Perspex, composites, and water exhibit predominant scat-
tered radiation patterns compared to heavy metals such as
heavy metals Fe, Cu, and Pb [15, 16]. Conventionally, a
pinhole is used to focus X-rays, but unfortunately, the energy
capacity is limited to only 10 keV. Focusing any radiation
over 10 keV is possible in a limited way, such as (very
narrow field of views and narrow-passbands) through a Laue
diffraction lens [17–19]. A Laue lens concentrates using
Bragg diffraction in the volume of many crystals arranged
in concentric rings and accurately orientated to diffract
radiation from infinity towards a common focus [20].

The pinhole imaging system produces the one-to-one
ratio relationship between the object and the image because
of its small size and dim and inverted image [8, 21].
The advantages of using the single pinhole system are
that it is cheap and straightforward, can be used for any
wavelength, and objects at any distance produce clear images
(great ‘‘depth of field’’) [22]. The major disadvantage is
low throughput, and hence low signal to noise ratio in the
resulting images.

To overcome these problems, scientists were using other
alternative approaches such as Coded aperture imaging,
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Figure 1. Coded aperture Convolution and De-convolution process.

which has been around for nearly three decades. The
concept of using coded aperture for X-ray imaging was first
introduced by Dicke, who replaced the single pinhole with
many random openings [23, 24]. This imaging technique is
also known as multiplexing imaging, a two-step process that
is encoding and decoding [21] as shown in Figure 1.

Encoding (Convoluted): D= S ∗A+B, (1)
Decoding (De-Convoluted): D ∗G= S∧ = S+B ∗G, (2)

where ∗ is the correlation operator, S represents the source,
D is the observed image, A indicates the coded aperture
(CA) structure, B represents all background contributions
not modulated by the CA, S∧ is the reconstructed image, A ∗
G= point spread function= δ and B ∗G= residue function
ordinarily small and can be neglected [21].

The illumination source is in all directions not parallel to
the optical axis of the mask, thereby merging shadows from
adjacent pinholes, causing a change of intensity below the
pinhole.

Using such an imaging system is time-consuming and
not ideal for mobile imaging as the detector sizes depend
on the mask sizes. Most importantly, during nearfield
imaging conditions, the nearfield image artefacts will play
a significant part in the signal to noise ratio. An alternative
approach of increasing the thickness of the single pinhole
aperture has been considered, but unfortunately, it acts more
like a collimator than a single pinhole imaging system [7, 25].

However, the new imaging system proposed by the
German researchers in 2005 [26, 27], known as the
Twisted Slit collimator concept, seems to fulfil all necessary
requirements [26].

1.2 Twisted Slit Collimator
The Twisted Slit collimator can be described as a diaphragm
with a virtually continuous series of holes with large angular
aperture or in other words, the inside of the slit is lined
with ruled surfaces; consequently, the linear passage of the
backscatter radiation through the slit is possible only through
a hole-shaped gap (Figure 2 shows the schematic of the
Twisted Slit design) [16]. The gap is formed by the twisted
surfaces of the upper and lower part of the collimator. The
intersection of the front and back of the slit forms the beam
passage, and tilting the aperture towards or away from the
source, the beam passage is shifted to the right or left [28].

Early designs of the Twisted Slit camera were built of
several lead bricks, weighing about 300 kg, and incorporated
a phosphor imaging plate as the detector, which required
an exposure time of approximately 30 min [27]. Further
development yielded a simplified system using Tungsten
which reduced themass to 30 kg and a digital matrix detector
with an exposure time of 40 s [2, 15]. Even though this design
solves the problemof high energy radiation, the imaging time
increases and the size and weight of the system limits its
utility.

A current design with an exposure time of less than 60 s
with improved image resolution can be used as a mobile
device. For a perfect image, the slit width of the collimator
can be varied from 0.1 mm to 2 mm with an angle of up
to about 45◦ between an incident and scattered radiation
directions for imaging [28] and is capable of withstanding
X-ray energy from 50 keV to 600 keV [29]. Currently, this
device is used for non-destructive field testing, for example,
Impact damage on the CFRP (Carbon-fiber – reinforced
polymer) skins [29], water inclusions between CFRP skin,
core materials detection and structural Integrity can be
imaged [29].
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Figure 2. Twisted Slit collimator: top image is a basic layout of Twisted Slit collimator [3, 28]. The middle and bottom are the CAD model created for
simulation.

However, the main disadvantage of using this design is
the Field of View (FoV) restriction. It is possible to overcome
this problem by increasing the slit opening size but at the
cost of an increase in the background noise and blurry final
results. Other notable disadvantages are distortion artefacts,
the reduced beam opening and collimated X-ray source
resulting in poor signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) as well as long
measurement time. To bemore cost-effective and fabrication
friendly, with all these inmind, we came upwith a newdesign
and labeled it the Vortex Collimator.

1.3 Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR) and Transmission Factor
Calculation
Regardless of how an image looks visually, it is essential to
measure the quality of the image by ametric. It not only gives
a scientific understanding but is also easy to compare and
validate images. Therefore, in this case, we used the Signal
Noise ratio (SNR), a standard measure used throughout
the research field and on top of that, we also used the
Transmission factor as a secondary measure to quantify the
quality of the resulting images. Several SNR methods are
available, and here the SNR is calculated by summing the
signals and dividing by the sum of false positives [30, 31].

SNR= 10 ∗ log 10

× (ImageMEAN/ImageSTANDARD DEVIATION) (3)
SNR= 10 ∗ log 10

×

((∑
S∧2

)/(∑
N∧2

))
(4)

SNR= 10 ∗ log 10

×

nx−1∑
0

ny−1∑
0

[r(x, y)]2
/ nx−1∑

0

ny−1∑
0

[r(x, y)− t(x, y)]2

(5)

RMSE=

√√√√√ 1
nxny

nx−1∑
0

ny−1∑
0

[r(x, y)− t(x, y)]2, (6)

where S is the signal and theN is the background noise (false
positive), reference image r(x, y) with a test t(x, y) [31].
The two images must be of the same size [nx, ny], and
the Root Mean Square Error (RMSE) (also called the root
mean square deviation, RMSD), a frequently used measure
of the difference between values predicted by a model and
the values observed from the environment that is being
modelled. These formulas were verified using several other
reference sources such as Gonzalez and Woods, ‘‘Digital
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Image Processing’’, and Matlab image processing toolbox [9,
30]. SNR in these references is explained as a measure
independent of the type of noise being analyzed, but the
significance and usability of the parameter depend on the
type of noise. SNR is useful in random and uniformly
distributed noise (e.g. Gaussian), but images with other
nonlinear noises (e.g. degradation between a threshold or
degradation in a specific area and not the whole image) could
give unreliable results [7, 32].

Secondly, measuring the image quality by using trans-
mission factor (%), where the transmission factor of a
medium T can be defined as the ratio of the radiation flux
Φ passing through the medium to the fluxΦ0 incident upon
the surface of the medium [33, 34]:

T =
Φ

Φ0
. (7)

The transmission factor concept is frequently used in
relation to illumination flux [35]. This factor depends
on several criteria such as the body’s dimensions, shape,
surface condition, angle of incidence, spectral composition,

and polarization of the incident radiation [36, 37]. A
distinction is made between transmission factors for direct
transmission, in which the medium does not scatter the
radiation passing through it; for diffuse transmission, in
which the medium diffuses all radiation penetrating it;
and for mixed transmission, in which there is partial
diffusion [38].

2. DEVELOPMENT OF A NEWX-RAY IMAGING
TECHNIQUE

2.1 Vortex Collimator Design Methodology
Inspired by the Twisted Slit collimator, the Vortex Collimator
is a design introduced as an auxiliary imaging technique
for a single pinhole imaging system in high-energy X-ray
imaging and similar environments. The Vortex Collimator
was named by virtue of its internal surface features, such
as swiped and twisted, which contains similarities of a
Vortex flow. Like the Twisted Slit collimator, this system was
designed to attenuate background rays, and provide a 2D
image of the subject.

Figure 3. Vortex Collimator design representation.
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Figure 4. 2D internal view and dimensions of Vortex Collimator.

In general, parallel hole collimators are used to collimate
X-rays [39, 40]; although they improve resolution, they also
reduce intensity by blocking incoming radiation, which is
undesirable for remote sensing instruments requiring high
sensitivity, encouraging us to come up with this particular
design. Thiswas first designed using theCreo (Pro-Engineer)
3-dimensional (3D) modelling software as shown in Figure 3
and thenTracePro raytracing software for further simulation.

As mentioned above, the Vortex Collimator represents
a Vortex flow, and the idea was inspired by a simple
3D-iris design. The Vortex Collimator will have a wider
opening, in this case, a square opening on one side and the
other side will be a circular outlet/exit to the requirements
(either 0.5 mm/1 mm/2 mm . . . ), which in this case is
1 mm, in order for a like-for-like comparison with Twisted
Slit collimator and Single pinhole. However, unlike the
Twisted Slit collimator, the depth/length of this design l
is independent of object design parameters such as height,
width, and wall thickness. As shown in Fig. 3 and Figure 4,
the current design has a square opening, which is h= 5 mm
and w = 5 mm. The design has an opening area of 25 mm2,
exit area of 0.785 mm2 with an end diameter of 1 mm, the
design width (design depth) l = 50 mm and an angle of 10◦

(can vary between 5◦ and 50◦) between the incident and
scattered radiation directions for imaging. However, this can
be changed contingent on the imaging requirements.

Another essential measure to define the quality of a
collimator is the spatial resolution, which is a significant
system property and is defined as the full-width-at-half-
maximum (FWHM) of the point spread function (PSF),
which is determined by the intrinsic detector resolution and

the geometrical resolution of the collimator. This spatial
resolution measurement of the collimator Rcollimator can be
defined as:

Rcollimator = dl/2+ (d ∗ s)/leffective, (8)

where the collimator length (or depth) l , hole diameter dl/2
defines hole diameter as half the length of the collimator and
distance from the radiation source to the collimator s. And
the leffective can be defined as [41, 42]:

leffective = l − 2/µ, (9)

where µ is the linear attenuation coefficient of the material
from which the collimator is made [43–45]. Which in
our case leffective = 40.52 mm and Rcollimator = 21.74 mm.
And the geometric efficiency, which the fraction of emitted
photons that pass through the circular aperture of the
collimator, can be defined as [46]:

Gefficiency =
d3 sin3 α

16h2 , (10)

where d is the diameter of the pinhole, h is the perpendicular
distance from the aperture to the source, and α is the
incidence angle of the photon on the aperture plane at the
center of the aperture [46–48].

3. RESULTS ANDDISCUSSION
3.1 Experimental Setup
Once the design was finalized, it was modelled using the
Creo (Pro-Engineer) 3D design and modelling software. It
was uploaded into TracePro raytracing software for further
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Figure 5. Source images used for the simulation (a) single point source (b) 3 Dot source (c) arrow source and (d) smiling face (the images have been
zoomed-in for a clear view).

investigations and to compare with Single Pinhole, which is
1 mm in thickness with a 1 mm hole size and Twisted Slit
Collimator with 50 mm × 50 mm × 50 mm cube, where
Single Pinhole was used purely for reference/comparison
purposes and assumed that it could absorb high energy
radiation. Also, for a fair and like for like comparison, both
Twisted Slit collimator and Vortex Collimator were designed
to have the same thickness of 50 mm and an exit aperture
area of 0.785 mm2.

For this simulation, four illuminated sources with
varying fields of view were used, respectively; Single point
source (PHS), 3 Dot source (3Dot), Arrow source, and
Smiling face source, as shown in Figure 5. To reduce the
computational time, the diameter of these sources was kept
between 1 mm and 9 mm, and are the ideal minimum
to maximum sizes for the propagation of 750 kWatt to
13.5 MWatt (please refer to Table I), respectively, with a
wavelength of 0.0021 nm. Once the sources were uploaded to
the raytracing software alongwith the single pinhole imaging
system and Twisted slit collimator imaging systems Figure 6,
the simulations were conducted to identify the best imaging
system (this setup is shown in Figure 7).

Fig. 7 is an illustration of how the experiment was
set up. This image elaborates an example of Twisted Slit
collimator in a simulation setupwith a 400mmdistance from
the imaging system (Twisted Slit collimator) and 400 mm
from the imaging system to the detector. The detector has

Table I. Source modelling.

Sources Flux (W)

Pinhole source 748501
2 Dot source 1497000
3 Dot source 2245500
Arrow source 4491010
Smiling face source 13473000

dimensions of 50× 50 mm with 512× 512 and a 0.096 mm
pitch, was constructed as a perfect absorber of solid objects
with a top-hat quantum efficiency of 100% across the spectral
region of interest (ROI). For simulation, self-illumining
sources were used, where the rays propagate from and travel
through the mask and were then collected on the detector.
After the convolution data were collected from TracePro,
they were transferred to Matlab for further processing and
calculation of the signal-to-noise ratio and the throughput
of each result. The calculated results were then compared to
determine the best system for focusing imaging technique.

In Figure 8 top image indicated as A. describes the ray
diagram, and the bottom image indicated as B. shows the ray
diagram of the Vortex Collimator. From these images, the
most critical characteristic difference is the ray scattering. It
is obvious that the ray through the Vortex Collimator tends
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Figure 6. Imaging systems on the left and their front views on the right: (top) single pinhole mask (middle) Twisted slit collimator (bottom) Vortex Collimator
(material properties are of Tungsten for all three).

Figure 7. TracePro experimental simulation setup.

to scatter away from the sensor, and for the same size sensor,
the ray through the Twisted Slit collimator seems to scatter
onto the sensor and induces background noise. Even though

the flux of the ray that reaches the sensor is low, it will
still affect the quality of the image. This can be avoided by
increasing the slit size, but that will compromise the image
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Figure 8. Top image A indicates the Vortex Collimator ray diagram, and bottom image B indicates the Twisted Slit ray diagram.

Figure 9. Raw simulation results of Single Pinhole, Vortex Collimator, and Twisted Slit collimator. Also, the example of Twisted Slit shift demonstration
(0.0021 nm ∼ 600 keV).
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Figure 10. Perspective distortion of Twisted collimator from different field-of-view [26].

qualities such as the sharpness of the image and for much
bigger sources (higher diameter sources), will induce more
background noise.

The images in Figure 9 show the outcome of TracePro
raw (without correcting distortion) simulation results for
single pinhole, Twisted slit, and Vortex Collimator designs.
The vertical dotted line indicates the vertical alignment
of the results. The Vortex Collimator and Single Pinhole
Mask results behave similarly without distortions for the
current simulation boundary conditions. The Twisted Slit
collimator, however, demonstrates geometric distortion [49].
Furthermore, these phenomena are indicated by arrows in
Fig. 9 titled as Twisted Slit collimator, which describes the

distortion’s direction. This phenomenon is elaborated by
Figure 10 and Figure 11, which shows that the opening of the
Twisted Slit collimator moves depending on the direction of
the incoming ray.

Fig. 11 is an attempt to demonstrate how the Twisted
Slit collimator will view the source with different view
angles, in other words, the field of view of the source.
Due to several software restrictions, instead of changing the
source field of view, we changed the angle of the imaging
system by tilting, in this case, Twisted Slit collimator. Twisted
Slit collimator distortion was demonstrated by tilting the
structure by 0◦, 3◦, and 5◦, respectively, as examples; and
as shown, when the system is tilted, the opening of the
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Figure 11. Twisted Slit field of view demonstration in Trace pro.

imaging system shifts. Nevertheless, in reality, the process is
reversed, where the Imaging system will remain static, and
the field of view of the source will change, which will result
in the same phenomena/distortion. This phenomenon is also
demonstrated in Figure 12.

Perspective distortion is a warping or transformation of
an object and its surrounding area that differs significantly
from what the object would look like due to the relative scale
of nearby and distant features, demonstrated by raytracing
software in Fig. 12 and Figure 13. These images also show
how the inside of the slit is lined with the ruled surfaces,
and part A shows how the design looks like before they
connect, part B shows how the gap is formed when the
Twisted surfaces of the upper and lower part the collimator
come together. Finally, part C shows how the beam passage
shifts when the Twisted Slit imaging system is tilted. In this
case, the aperture is tilted towards the source; therefore, the
beam passage is shifted to the right.

Based on this scenario, it was easy to understand how
distortion occurs in the resulting final image. For example,
if we consider a source such as a Smiling face source with
a diameter of 9 mm, as shown in Fig. 12, the center three
points of the source are on the optical axis, and the other
points are above and below the optical axis. As can be seen,

Figure 12. Twisted Slit collimator distortion (A) is a 3-Dimensional view
of the Twisted Slit collimator A1 and A2: field of view demonstration [28,
29] (B) an example of perspective distortion of the Twisted collimator for
Arrow Source with ray tracing and view angles.

the point of view or the view angle of the source and the
corresponding Twisted Slit tilts is given by Fig. 12B (bottom
left), and the result is shown on the right side of the detector
image. Furthermore, as explained previously, in this case,
the aperture remains the same, and the angle of view of the
source changes; therefore, distortion occurs, which is also
demonstrated by Fig. 12 and Fig. 13.

Fig. 13 shows the raw images collected on the sensor
for the Twisted Slit collimator indicated as A (top part of
Fig. 13) and for Vortex Collimator indicated as B (bottom
of the image) and the corresponding 2D profiles beside
each result. Moreover, as mentioned above, it is apparent
how the distortion due to Twisted Slit collimator affects the
final results. Once this problem was identified and analyzed,
a MATLAB-based Affine Transformation algorithm was
developed and was used to correct the distortion for a fair
comparison with other mask results. Applying an affine
transformation to a uniformly distorted image can correct
a range of perspective distortions by transforming the
measurements from the ideal coordinates to those used [50,
51]. This phenomenon is demonstrated in Figure 14 where
the image on the left is distorted, and the one on the right is
the transformed image.

Affine transformation is a linear mapping method that
preserves points, straight lines, and planes [50, 52]. Sets of
parallel lines remain parallel after an affine transformation.
The affine transformation technique is typically used to
correct for geometric distortions or deformations with
non-ideal camera angles [49]. An affine transformation is
an essential class of linear 2-D geometric transformations
that maps variables (e.g. pixel intensity values located at
position (x1, y1) in an input image) into new variables
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Figure 13. The simulation comparison of (A) Twisted Slit collimator sensor reading and the 2D profile and (B) Vortex Collimator sensor reading and the
2D profile.

(e.g. (x2, y2) in an output image) by applying a linear
combination of translation, rotation, scaling and/or shearing
(i.e. non-uniform scaling in some directions) operations [51,
53, 54].

The general affine transformation is commonly written
in homogeneous coordinates as shown below [50]:∣∣∣∣∣x2

y2

∣∣∣∣∣=AX

∣∣∣∣∣x1

y1

∣∣∣∣∣+B. (11)

By defining only the Bmatrix, this transformation can carry
out pure translation [49]:

A=

∣∣∣∣∣1 0
0 1

∣∣∣∣∣ , B=

∣∣∣∣∣b1

b2

∣∣∣∣∣ . (12)

Pure rotation uses theAmatrix and is defined as (for positive
angle being clockwise rotation) [49]:

A=

∣∣∣∣∣cos(θ) −sin(θ)
sin(θ) cos(θ)

∣∣∣∣∣ , B=

∣∣∣∣∣00
∣∣∣∣∣ . (13)
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Figure 14. Affine transformation demonstration.

Figure 15. Before and after correction images of perspective distortion
for Twisted Slit collimator.

As we are working in image coordinates, the y axis goes
downwards. The rotation formula can be defined for when
the y axis goes upwards. Similarly, pure scaling is [49]:

A=

∣∣∣∣∣a11 0
0 a22

∣∣∣∣∣ , B=

∣∣∣∣∣00
∣∣∣∣∣ . (14)

It is important to note that several different affine transfor-
mations are often combined to produce a resultant trans-
formation [49, 52]. The order in which the transformations
occur is significant since a translation followed by a rotation
is not necessarily equivalent to the converse [55]. Since
six constants define the general affine transformation, it is
possible to define this transformation by specifying the new
output image locations (x2, y2) of any three input image
coordinate (x1, y1) pairs. (In practice, many more points are

Figure 16. Perspective distortion correction validation of Twisted Slit
collimator example. (Smiling face source pattern was overlaid on top of
the corrected Smiling face results.)

measured and the least-squares method is used to find the
best fitting transform) [56, 57].

Figure 15 shows examples of the correction algorithm
applied to the final collected results. The images on the left
are the raytraced convolution images for the Twisted Slit
collimator, and the images on the right are the corrected
images. The image corrections were confirmed using the
position-based techniques where the resulting images and
the source images were superimposed on each other. An
example of this process is shown in Figure 16, where
the Smiling face on the image titled as overlaying source
and results before correction indicate the direction towards
which the result is skewed/distorted.

Table II and the images in Figures 17–20 are the
outcomes of the simulation experiment. From these results,
the main observations are that the throughput/SNR of the
Single pinhole is still better than the Twisted Slit collimator
and the proposed Vortex Collimator imaging system for the
same imaging conditions. Furthermore, Table III elaborates
the summary of characteristics comparison between Twisted
Slit collimator and Vortex Collimator. It appears that the
Single Pinhole Transmittance, which is the ratio of the
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Table II. Table comparing Single Pinhole with Twisted Slit Collimator and Vortex Collimator.

Single pinhole mask
Pinhole source 3 Dot source Arrow source Smiling face source

Total flux 4.37E+05 1.11E+06 2.33E+06 7.80E+06
Ave (W/m2): 1.75E+08 4.43E+08 9.31E+08 3.12E+09

Emitted flux (W): 7.49E+05 2.25E+06 4.49E+06 1.35E+07
Transmittance (%) 58.41849243 49.32709864 51.82620391 57.87307949

SNR 41.2140 43.2323 44.8448 47.4700

Vortex collimator Twisted slit collimator
Pinhole source 3 Dot source Arrow source Smiling face source Pinhole source 3 Dot source Arrow source Smiling face source

Total flux 419002 1.19E+06 2.28E+06 7.04E+06 338882 619635 1.22E+06 2.93E+06
Ave (W/m2): 1.68E+08 4.77E+08 9.10E+08 2.82E+09 1.36E+08 2.48E+08 4.89E+08 1.17E+09
Emitted flux (W): 748501 2.25E+06 4.49E+06 1.35E+07 748501 2.25E+06 4.49E+06 1.35E+07
Transmittance (%) 55.97881633 53.14451124 50.66232317 52.27083797 45.27475581 27.59452238 27.24754565 21.73940474
SNR 41.1214 43.3942 44.7954 47.2489 40.6605 41.9710 43.4486 45.3439

Figure 17. TracePro Simulation results for Single pinhole source with
Single Pinhole Mask, Twisted Slit collimator, and Vortex Collimator.

Figure 18. TracePro Simulation results for 3Dot source with Single Pinhole
Mask, Twisted Slit collimator, and Vortex Collimator.

total radiant or luminous flux transmitted by a transparent
object to the incident flux, averages to ∼55%, with ∼49%

Figure 19. TracePro Simulation results for Arrow source with Single
Pinhole Mask, Twisted Slit collimator, and Vortex Collimator.

Figure 20. TracePro Simulation results for Smiling face source with Single
Pinhole Mask, Twisted Slit collimator, and Vortex Collimator.

being minimum, which is still higher than the Twisted Slit
collimator and newly proposed Vortex Collimator. However,
Vortex Collimator transmittance averages to ∼53%, which
is only about ∼2% lower than a Single pinhole system but
very high compared to Twisted Slit collimator. The Twisted
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Figure 21. The comparison of transmittance between Single pinhole, Twisted Slit collimator and Vortex Collimator.

Figure 22. The comparison of SNR between Single pinhole, Twisted Slit collimator and Vortex Collimator.

Table III. Comparison of Characteristics between Twisted Slit collimator and Vortex
Collimator.

Twisted Slit collimator Vortex Collimator

Poor SNR Better SNR
Long time to design and upload into TracePro Easy to design and upload into TracePro
Poor transmittance Very good transmittance
Suffers with distortion No distortion (near zero)
Long simulation time Fast simulation time

Slit collimator has a transmittance average of ∼30%, ∼23%
lower than the Vortex Collimator.

Based on the results, comparison of characteristics
shown in Tables II, III and the corresponding plots given
by Figures 21, 22, the proposed Vortex Collimator sys-
tem appears to have a slightly lower signal-to-noise ra-
tio/throughput than a single pinhole system, and the

transmittance is about 4% lower. However, compared to a
Twisted Slit collimator, the Vortex Collimator seems to have
better SNR/ throughput and significantly high transmittance,
ranging between ∼10% to even ∼30% higher. Even though
the Vortex Collimator is slightly lower in performance than
a Single pinhole system, it can still be used as a viable
replacement to a single pinhole imaging system, especially in
high-energy radiation imaging conditions. Also, compared
with a Twisted Slit collimator, a Vortex Collimator seems
easy to design and has a shallow simulation for the same
simulation conditions.

3.2 Vortex Collimator with Different Openings
The original Vortex Collimator was designed with a 5mm by
5mmopening and 1mmexit diameter, and 50mmthickness.
Nevertheless, out of curiosity, we decided to increase and
reduce the opening by two times or half times the original
design. First, we reduced the opening to 2.5 mm ×2.5 mm
and kept the rest of the dimensions the same as the original
design and the output results are given in Figure 23. Then the
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Figure 23. Vortex Collimator detector data with opening size halved (2.5 mm by 2.5 mm).

Figure 24. Vortex Collimator detector data with opening size doubled (10 mm by 10 mm).
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Figure 25. Vortex Collimator versus Vortex Collimator with X 1/2 opening diameter and Vortex Collimator with X 2 opening diameter transmittance
comparison.

Figure 26. Example designs of Vortex Collimator with 10 mm, 20 mm,
30 mm and 40 mm thicknesses.

opening was increased to 10 mm× 10 mm, and kept the rest
of the dimensions to the original design. The output for this
increase is displayed in Figure 24. Moreover, these designs
were compared with the original design; the table and plots
are given by Table IV and Figure 25. These results show that
the opening with 10 mm by 10 mm has slightly higher ∼1%
transmittance than the other designs but not a noticeable
improvement.

3.3 Design Modifications and Evaluation
As mentioned in the system design section, even though we
are using a Vortex Collimator with a 50 mm × 50 mm ×
50 mm cube system with a 5 mm × 5 mm opening with

Figure 27. Vortex Collimator emitted flux (W) versus transmittance (%) plot
for different Collimator thicknesses (mm).

a 1 mm exit diameter, there are other design options
available. One of the possibilities is to increase or reduce the
thicknesses of the systems and, secondly, increase or reduce
the openings and exit diameter. To understand the effect of
doing so, first, we chose a range of designs with different
thicknesses varying from 10 mm to 40 mm (10 mm, 20 mm,
30 mm and 40 mm) with the same opening and same exit
diameters, and later we also investigated 60 mm, 80 mm
and 100 mm. Same as other designs, they were designed
in Creo and uploaded into TracePro. Most importantly, the
same sources and boundary conditions were used.

As mentioned in the early part of this section and the
previous chapter, a 50 mm thick Vortex Collimator was
used to compare with a Twisted Slit collimator currently
available in the industry for NDT testing inspired the design
of the Vortex Collimator. However, for further development,
the thickness of the design was reduced and increased to
observe the performance. Furthermore, as shown by Table V,
Figures 26 and 27, on average, reducing the thickness of
the Vortex Collimator increases the system’s performance by
∼3% (transmittance), which is an improvement but not a
significant improvement expected.

As explained in the earlier sections, the Twisted Slit
design is symmetrical (isometric cube). Therefore changing
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Table IV. Vortex Collimator versus Vortex Collimator with X 1/2 opening diameter and Vortex Collimator with X 2 opening diameter.

Vortex collimator Vortex collimator Vortex collimator
(5 mm by 5 mm opening) (2.5 mm by 2.5 mm opening – X 1/2 original) (10 mm by 10 mm opening – X 2 original)

Pinhole
source

2 Dot
source

3 Dot
source

Arrow
source

Pinhole
source

2 Dot
source

3 Dot
source

Arrow
source

Pinhole
source

2 Dot
source

3 Dot
source

Arrow
source

Total flux 419002 806180 1064770 2275250 419629 807251 1066720 2278840 423288 814512 1076740 2299460
Ave (W/m2): 167601000 322472000 425908000 910102000 167852000 322900000 426688000 911537000 169315000 325805000 430697000 919784000
Emitted flux (W): 748501 1497000 2245500 4491010 748501 1497000 2245500 4491010 748501 1497000 2245500 4491910
Transmittance (%) 55.98 53.85 47.42 50.66 56.06 53.92 47.50 50.74 56.55 54.41 47.95 51.20

Figure 28. Twisted Slit collimators in different thicknesses.

Figure 29. Twisted Slit Collimator emitted flux (W) versus transmittance
(%) plot for different Collimator thicknesses (mm).

the thickness will also alter the height and width to the exact
measurement as the thickness. The Fig. 26 shows a range of
Twisted Slit designs with varying thicknesses.

Moreover, Table VI shows the corresponding results
for different source designs, which elaborates along with
Figures 28 and 29 similar to Vortex Collimator characteris-

tics, the overall emittance of the collimator design increases
by ∼6% when the thickness of the Collimator decreases.

Table V. Transmittance based on different thicknesses of Vortex Collimator.

Source Vortex thicknesses (mm) Transmittance (%)

Single pinhole 10 57.978
20 57.439
30 56.948
40 56.459
50 55.979
60 55.506
80 54.548
100 53.587

2 Dot source 10 52.259
20 52.82
30 53.275
40 53.614
50 53.85
60 53.977
80 53.924
100 53.445

3 Dot source 10 51.968
20 51.137
30 50.113
40 48.854
50 47.418
60 45.802
80 42.172
100 38.268

Arrow source 10 52.168
20 52.02
30 51.73
40 51.269
50 50.662
60 49.913
80 48.057
100 45.867
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Table VI. Transmittance based on different thicknesses of Twisted Slit collimator.

Source Twisted slit thicknesses (mm) Transmittance (%)

Single pinhole 10 41.964
30 57.847
50 45.275
70 41.269
90 40.853

2 Dot source 10 40.705
30 40.59
50 34.106
70 40.044
90 39.639

3 Dot source 10 35.644
30 32.229
50 27.594
70 22.082
90 17.618

Arrow source 10 37.171
30 34.311
50 27.247
70 26.352
90 22.782

However, the results are still less satisfactory than the Vortex
Collimator. Most importantly, manufacturing a cube in a
size of 10 mm × 10 mm × 10 mm is not an easy task.
The above statement also proves the statement made in the
previous section that changing the thickness of the Twisted
Slit collimator is not practicable as changing the thickness of
the Vortex Collimator.

4. CONCLUSION
The Vortex Collimator is a newly introduced imaging
system that is a 3-dimensional representation of an iris.
The design was first designed using Creo (Pro-Engineer)
CAD modelling software and then analyzed using TracePro
raytracing simulation software to compare with single
pinhole, which was purely for reference purposes and
Twisted Slit collimator. Like for like comparison, they were
designed to the exact sizes (thicknesses of 50 mm except for
Single pinhole, which was 1 mm), material properties which
were of Tungsten, same boundary conditions such as the
wavelength of 0.0021 nm (∼600 kev), andmore importantly,
the same exit aperture area of 0.785 mm2.

By proceeding further, it is clear that even though
the Vortex Collimator throughput/SNR and the average
transmittance values are slightly poor than the Single pinhole
system (which was purely used for reference/comparison
purposes and not capable of high energy radiation imaging
scenarios), compared to of Twisted Slit collimator, Vortex
Collimator demonstrates 4% higher SNR/Throughput and

42.5% higher transmittance than Twisted Slit collimator.
Moreover, the Vortex Collimator does not suffer from any
distortion as the Twisted Slit collimator does.

Additionally, in this research work, the opening was
reduced to 2.5 mm ×2.5 mm and increased to 10 mm by
10 mm by keeping the rest of the dimensions the same as
the original design and the output results are compared in
Fig. 25 and tabulated in Table IV. These results indicate
that the opening with 10 mm ×10 mm has a slightly higher
transmittance of ∼1%, but it is not significant enough
improvement to change the design.

For further development, the thickness of the Vortex
Collimator and Twisted Slit collimator were reduced and
increased to observe the performance. Furthermore, as
shown by Tables V, VI, Figs. 27 and 29, on average, reducing
the thickness of the Vortex Collimator increases the system’s
performance by ∼3% (transmittance), which is a marginal
improvement and the same with Twisted Slit collimator,
the overall emittance of the collimator design increases
by ∼6%when the thickness of the collimator decreases.
However, the results are still more unsatisfactory than the
Vortex Collimator.

In conclusion, it’s more likely that the Vortex Collimator
is a better choice in certain situations, e.g. when high-energy
radiation transmission is the most important design factor.
The main advantages of using Vortex Collimator are that
it is easy to fabricate, the effect of distortion artefact is
shallow (near zero for axial sources) when compared
to Twisted Slit collimator, sharp images/results even with
smaller openings, better throughput/Signal to noise ratio,
fewer design compromises (for example thickness of the
design does not affect the height and width of the design,
entrance opening does not affect the exit opening) and short
measurement time. As the next stage of this research, we
plan to fabricate theVortexCollimator for a laboratory-based
experiment and compare it with the Twisted Slit collimator
in a real case scenario such as industrial based biomedical,
security and NDT applications.
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