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Representation of food in the collection of works Kabe:
How Abe Kobo wrote about food in the literature’

Yaki Sasaki

»

Abstract: This paper aims to examine the way “food” is depicted in “Kabe (The Wall)
(1951) written by Abe Kobo. “Kabe” is Abe’s first collection of works, and it consists of
three parts: “S.Karuma-shi no Hanzai (The Crime of S. Karma)” (1951), “Akai Mayu (The
Red Cocoon)” (1950), and six other works. Based on discussions in previous studies, |
first aimed to clarify where Abe’s “consistent intention” in his “Postscript” can be found
from the perspective of quantitative text analysis using KH Coder. Then, | chose “food”
as one of the indicators to support the worldbuilding and the actions of the characters in
the work. | pointed out that the variety of both food and drink is limited, also there are no
significant descriptions of taste, and that it can be inferred that what people eat is divided
according to their positions in the story. In “Kabe”, the description of “food” is used as a
trigger for the characters to move on to the next action.

Keyword: Abe Kobo, “Kabe”, quantitative text analysis
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