
This PDF includes a chapter from the following book:

The Politics of Dating Apps
Gender, Sexuality, and Emergent Publics in
Urban China

© 2021 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

License Terms:

Made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public
License
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

OA Funding Provided By:

The open access edition of this book was made possible by
generous funding from Arcadia—a charitable fund of Lisbet
Rausing and Peter Baldwin.

The title-level DOI for this work is:

doi:10.7551/mitpress/12742.001.0001

Downloaded from http://direct.mit.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/1891646/9780262363389_f000000.pdf by guest on 26 June 2022

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/12742.001.0001


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

My interest in dating apps started when I was an active user in the early 

2010s. Back then, using dating apps was considered taboo. My friends 

often expressed serious concern (“Aren’t you scared of being murdered?”) 

or pity (“Oh, dear, you don’t need to use that to look for a partner”) and 

sometimes even ridiculed me (“You must be randy all the time!”). Almost 

a decade has now passed, and the situation has not really improved. 

Thus, researching and writing this book have perhaps been my way of 

justifying the social legitimacy of dating apps and users like myself.

I first conceived of this book in 2015 as my doctoral dissertation proj-

ect when I was studying at the University of Southern California (USC). 

My dissertation advisor, Larry Gross, offered me the most generous and 

unconditional support from the very early stages of the project. I am 

extremely grateful to have learned from the wonderful faculty members 

at USC, including Mike Annany, Manual Castells, Christina Dunbar- 

Hester, Ange- Marie Hancock Alfaro, Katie Hasson, Yu Hong, Margaret 

McLaughlin, Patricia Riley, and Karen Tongson, who provided insights 

and challenged my thoughts in relation to this research. Outside USC, I 

also want to thank Cassidy Elija, John Erni, Jessa Lingel, Yuxin Pei, Aswin 

Punathambekar, and Cara Wallis, who on various occasions and in differ-

ent capacities have given me invaluable advice on researching, writing, 

and publishing.

Downloaded from http://direct.mit.edu/books/book/chapter-pdf/1891646/9780262363389_f000000.pdf by guest on 26 June 2022



viii ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I am deeply indebted to the following institutes for their research fund-

ing support, without which I would not have been able to conduct the 

fieldwork for this book in China: the Annenberg School for Communica-

tion and Journalism, the Graduate School, and the Center for Feminist 

Research at the University of Southern California; the Annenberg School 

for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania; and the School of 

Communication and Design at Sun Yat- sen University.

I owe special thanks to Yunxi Pei from Sun Yat- sen University and the 

staff of both Tongcheng 同城 (Gay and Lesbian Campus Association in 

China) and Qinyouhui 亲友会 (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians 

and Gays of China) in Guangzhou, who helped me recruit research infor-

mants. Xuan Chen, a graduate student I met at Sun Yat- sen University, 

also volunteered to assist with my fieldwork.

Writing and revising are long and sometimes lonely processes. Half of 

this book was written as my doctoral dissertation. I must thank the disser-

tation writing group members at USC— Cat Duffy, Michelle Forelle, James 

Lee, Nathalie Maréchal, Raffi Sarkissian, and Sarah Myers West— for their 

company on my writing journey. My other friends at USC, including 

David Jeong, Minwoo Jung, Melina Sherman, and Andrea Wenzel, also 

listened to my thoughts and provided feedback on earlier drafts of some 

chapters of this book.

I want to thank Kei Imafuku for his patience in listening to my 

repeated venting and nascent ideas. I am blessed to have my parents and 

my brother, who have always been supportive of my academic endeavors, 

regardless of which continent they have taken me to.

Credit goes to Andrew Schrock, the anonymous reviewers of this book, 

and Gita Manaktala and her team at the MIT Press. I am grateful for their 

encouragement and extremely constructive feedback at various stages of 

my writing.

Finally, I owe my sincere gratitude to all my informants, who were 

generous in sharing their stories with me and promoting my research to 

their friends and acquaintances. Each of them has a unique story, which 

I regret that I cannot fully cover in this book.

An earlier version of chapter 2 appears as “Liberating or Disciplining? 

A Technofeminist Analysis of the Use of Dating Apps among Women in 
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