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Many individuals and institutions made this sprawling project possible, and I am grate-
ful for their assistance.

Fifteen years at Northwestern’s School of Communication offered an informal edu-
cation in media and performance studies, and I am grateful to my colleagues there. 
Undergraduates and graduate students at the Northwestern University School of Com-
munication, including Alan Clark, Hannah Dawe, Maggie Donnelly, Brian Keegan, and 
Angela Xiao Wu, tracked down obscure articles and visual materials to get the research 
off the ground. Librarians and archivists at the American Jewish Historical Society, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Library in San Jose, Cornell University Archives, National Archives 
and Records Administration, San Francisco History Center, and Western Reserve His-
torical Society helped to locate a range of unpublished materials from junior republics 
across the United States. Ronald B. Saunders shared memories of his father’s work on 
Pittsburgh’s Hill City.

A fellowship year at the Institute for Advanced Study, in particular conversations with 
Danielle Allen, transformed the project beyond the straightforward history of the republic 
movement I had originally planned. At MIT, colleagues and students in the Program in 
Science, Technology, and Society; the History, Theory, and Criticism of Architecture and 
Art program; and the Design and Computation Group in the Department of Architecture 
provided feedback as the arguments took shape. At the Dartmouth Department of Geog-
raphy; Harvard Working Group on the History of Modern Sciences; Radcliffe Seminar on 
Data, Design and Decisions; School of Social Science at the Institute for Advanced Study; 
University of Colorado Department of Information Science; Columbia University Buell 
Center for the Study of American Architecture; NYU School of Engineering; Tufts STS Pro-
gram; University of Pennsylvania Department of History and Sociology of Science; York 
University Department of Science and Technology Studies; University of Toronto Institute 
for the History and Philosophy of Science; Max- Planck- Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung; 
and Rome Science Festival, faculty, students, and other listeners offered valuable comments 
and constructive criticisms. Three anonymous referees’ detailed feedback on a much longer 
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version of the manuscript was invaluable. Katie Helke has been judicious and wise in her 
editorial assistance. Lunaea Weatherstone’s careful editing streamlined the prose. Sherry 
Gerstein was a delight to work with throughout the production process.

Without getting excessively philosophical about mind/body matters, thanks are also 
due to Trevor Kafka and Marisa Frank.
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