FROM
MACHAIR
1O MOUNTAINS

Archaeological Survey and Excavation in South Ulist

edited by
MIKE PARKER PEARSON



FroM MACHAIR TO MOUNTAINS

Archaeological Survey
and Excavation 1n South Uist

Edited by

Mike Parker Pearson

Sheffield Environmental and Archaeological
Research Campaign in the Hebrides

VoLuMmE 4

OXBOW BOOKS
Oxford and Oakville



Published by
Oxbow Books, Oxford, UK

© Oxbow Books and the individual authors, 2012

ISBN 978-1-84217-451-7

Front cover: Poll a’ Charra standing stone at the south end of South Uist

This book is published with the aid of a grant
from Historic Scotland.

Historic Scotland is now Historic Environment Scotland.



Contents

List of Figures
List of Tables
Contributors
Preface

1

Introduction
Mike Parker Pearson and Helen Smith

Part I Survey

2

The machair survey
Mike Parker Pearson

The blacklands survey: Cill Donnain and Gearraidh Bhailteas townships
Andrew Fleming

The mountains survey: Loch Aoineart
John Moreland

The chambered cairns of South Uist
Vicki Cummings, Cole Henley and Niall Sharples

Duns, brochs and crannogs: Medieval use
John Raven

The shielings survey: central South Uist
John Raven

Upland settlement in southern South Uist
Rachel Grahame

Part Il Excavation

9

10

11

12

13

14

Loch a’ Choire Neolithic settlement
Cole Henley

Early Bronze Age settlements at Machair Mheadhanach and Cill Donnain
Mike Hamilton and Niall Sharples

The Beaker-period and Early Bronze Age settlement at Sligeanach, Cill Donnain

Niall Sharples

Excavations of an Iron Age islet settlement in Upper Loch Bornish
Pete Marshall and Mike Parker Pearson

Excavations on Aisgernis and Frobost machair
Mike Parker Pearson

Excavations at Cille Donnain church
Mike Parker Pearson

12

74

83

118

134

160

180

189

199

215

259

271

284



v

15

16

17

Contents

Excavations at Medieval Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos), Milton
James Symonds

Excavations at A Beinn na Mhic Aongheis (the Hill of the Son of Angus), Bornais
Mike Parker Pearson, Pete Marshall and Helen Smith

Excavation of early modern, early historic and prehistoric sites in Kirkidale
John Moreland

Part IIl Historical and Geographical Studies

18

19

Locheynort (Loch Aoineart) in the historical period
Gill MacLean”

The ethnohistory of Hebridean agriculture
Helen Smith

Part IV Conclusion

20

Settlement, agriculture and society in South Uist before the Clearances
Mike Parker Pearson

Appendix

English—Gaelic glossary of place-names

294

308

331

359

379

401

426



List of Figures

1.1

1.2.
1.3.

1.4.

2.1.

2.2.
2.3.
2.4.
2.5.
2.6.
2.7.
2.8.
2.9.

2.10.
2.11.
2.12.
2.13.
2.14.
2.15.

2.16.
2.17.
2.18.

2.19.

2.20.

2.21.
2.22.
2.23.
2.24.
2.25.
2.26.
2.27.

3.1.
3.2.

Map of South Uist showing the major sites investigated
1991-2003

Landscape zones on South Uist, after Ritchie 1979
South Uist’s machair plain on the west side of the island
at Bornais

Wheelhouse-style roundhouses excavated by Jack Scott
on Drimore machair in 1957 (machair survey Site 104)
as part of the rocket range project

Map of South Uist showing many of the sites investigated
by the SEARCH project

A survey team of the SEARCH project in 1990 on the
rocky east coast of South Uist in Loch Aoineart. On the
left are Alex Woolf and Adrian Chadwick; on the right
are Miranda Richardson and Jo Hambley

Map of South Uist showing the township boundaries
recorded on William Bald’s map of 1805

Map of South Uist showing the six machair survey
zones

Sites in the Dun Vulan environs

Sites in the Machair Mheadhanach area

Sites in the Cille Pheadair/Dalabrog area

Sites in the Drimore/Tobha Mor area

Sites in the Cill Donnain/Aisgernis area

Sites in the Cille Bhrighde area

Sites on Eriskay machair

Neolithic sites on South Uist

Early Bronze Age sites on South Uist

Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age sites on South Uist
Middle Iron Age sites on South Uist

Pre-Viking Late Iron Age sites on South Uist

Viking Age settlements on South Uist

Norse place-names and Viking Age settlement on South
Uist

Timothy Pont’s map of South Uist, drawn ¢.1595

Joan Blaue’s 1654 map of South Uist

William Bald’s 1805 map of South Uist (the Boisdale
area)

Simplified version of William Bald’s 1805 map, showing
townships and their boundaries, after Caird 1979

Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age pottery from machair
sites

Middle Iron Age pottery from machair sites

Middle Iron Age pottery from Bornais sites 1 and 15
Late Iron Age pottery from machair sites

Norse-period pottery from machair sites

Late Medieval pottery from machair sites

An iron cauldron from the kelpers’ bothies, Ardvule
Artefacts of various periods from machair sites (worked
antler [sites 1, 63 and 138], a worked bone point [site 43],
a lead spindle whorl [site 128], fragments of 16th/17th
century metalwork [sites 128 and 138] and a fragment
of drilled copper-alloy sheet [site 210])

Map of South Uist, showing the blacklands survey area
Map of Loch Chill Donnain Uarach (Upper Loch
Kildonan), showing the church site on the west side of
the loch

3.3.
3.4.
3.5.
3.6.

3.7.

4.1.
4.2.
43.

44.

4.5.
4.6.
4.7.
4.8.
4.09.

4.10.

5.1

5.2.
5.3.
5.4.
5.5.

5.6.

5.7.
5.8.

5.9.

5.10.
5.11.

5.12.
6.1.
6.2.
6.3.
6.4.
6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

6.10.
6.11.

Earthwork plan of Cille Donnain church

Interpretive plan of Cille Donnain church

Earthwork plan of Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos)
Interpretive plan of houses at Gearraidh Bhailteas
(Garryvaltos)

Contour map of Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos); north
is to the upper left

Site location map of the Loch Aoineart survey area
Places in the landscape, Loch Aoineart

Linear earthwork running west and south from Loch an
Dorain (Google maps)

Plan of structures and enclosures at Frigary, south Loch
Aoineart

Structures at Kirkidale (Google maps)

Houses and enclosures at Kirkidale East

Structures and enclosure at Kirkidale West

Plan of structures at Bun an Amair

Living in the land — houses (house symbol), ‘other
structures’ (dots), and cairns (triangles) around Loch
Aoineart

Using the land — seaweed platforms, jetties, walls and
lazybeds around Loch Aoineart (symbols are self-
explanatory)

Site location map of the Neolithic chambered cairns of
South Uist

Idealized view of a Hebridean round cairn

Plans of all of the cairns

Sig More surrounded by water at high tide

Panoramas for: a. Sig More; b. Glac Hukarvat; c.
Reineval; d. Barp Frobost

Panoramas for: a. Loch a’ Bharp; b. Dun Trossary; c.
Leaval

Glac Hukarvat

Loch a’Bharp cairn looking over Loch a’ Bharp towards
Loch Boisdale

The cairn of Reineval with Loch an Ath Ruaidh in the
background

Contour plan of Dun Trossary

The excavation of Leaval with core cairn just appearing
around the orthostats

Loch a’Bharp contour plan

Locations of duns, brochs and crannogs in South Uist
Plan of Dun Bhuidhe, Iochdar

Plan of Dun na Buail uachdraich, Iochdar

Plan of Dun Uisealan, lochdar

Detail from Joan Blaue’s map of 1654 showing the Loch
Druidibeag area (north is to the right)

Dun Raouill in Loch Druidibeag: a) plan (from RCAHMS
1928); b) photographed from the south

Detail from Joan Blaue’s map of 1654 showing: a) the
Ormacleit area (north is to the right); b) plan of the
Ormacleit area today

Plan of structures on Loch na Duchasaich

Plan of Dun Cnoc a’ Buidhe

Plan of the dun in Loch an Duin, Gearraidh Sheilidh
Detail from early maps, showing the Smeircleit area: a)



vi

6.12.
6.13.

6.14.

6.15.

7.1.
7.2.

7.3.
7.4.

7.5.

7.6.
7.7.
7.8.
7.9.

7.10.
7.11.
7.12.
7.13.
7.14.
7.15.

7.16.
7.17.
7.18.
7.19.
7.20.
7.21.

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.
8.4.
8.5.
8.6.
8.7.
8.8.

8.9.

8.10.

9.1.
9.2.
9.3.
9.4.
9.5.
9.6.

10.1.
10.2.

10.3.

10.4

10.5.
10.6.

10.7.

List of Figures

Pont’s map of ¢.1595; b) Blaue’s map of 1654 (north is
to the right on both maps)

Plan of Eilean Buidhe or Dun na Cille, Cille Pheadair
Plan of structures on Loch an Eilean, Leth Meadhanach
(South Boisdale)

Stylized resource viewsheds of duns with probable
Medieval occupation

Main routeways around South Uist in historical times,
showing the machair routeway and established routes
into the hills

Map of South Uist showing shieling survey areas

The High Town (USS 026) may have been the
‘summertown’ for the township to the west

USS 030 at Rubha Roiseal was a drystone bothie

The distribution of shieling huts within the central survey
area

The distribution of shieling place-names within the
central survey area

The ‘summertown’ probably called Alisary (USS 005)
Two shieling mounds (USS 001) linked by a dyke

A large mound with a stone cell (USS 004)

Two conjoining cells (USS 006)

Three shielings beside a cliff face (USS 007)

Three shieling mounds (USS 010)

A possible Middle Iron Age wheelhouse (USS 013)
Two shieling mounds (USS 014)

Two shieling mounds (USS 015) beside a stream

A shieling on a rocky promontory (USS 018) and a
shieling covered in heather (USS 028)

Shielings along the line of a stream (USS 019)

Two mounds with six cells (USS 020)

Four shieling mounds (USS 021)

Two shieling mounds at Altasary (USS 025)

A probable shieling (USS 027)

A cluster of stone cells (USS 029)

Map of South Uist showing southern upland survey
area

The sites identified by the survey in southern South
Uist

The shieling at site 2, looking west

The view looking north across Thairteabhagh

The whitehouse, site 16, looking southwest

The Boisdale estate in 1805 (from Caird 1989)

The Boisdale estate in 1957 (from Caird 1989)

The possible Pictish square cairn, site 22, looking west-
southwest

The possible Pictish square cairn, site 22, looking
south

Overgrown blackhouses, site 25, looking west

Location of Loch a’ Choire

Plan of trenches at Loch a’ Choire

View of Loch a’ Choire from the north

Closer view of Loch a’ Choire from the north

Pottery and pumice from Loch a’ Choire

Lithics from Loch a’ Choire

Beaker pottery from Machair Mheadhanach Site 184
Map showing the location of Beaker-period and other
Early Bronze Age sites on Cill Donnain machair

Plan of Cill Donnain I

Radiocarbon dates from Cill Donnain I

Contour map of Cill Donnain I

Geophysical suvey plots of Cill Donnain I: a.
magnetometry; b. earth resistivity survey

Artefacts and pottery from Cill Donnain I

10.8.
11.1.

11.2.

11.4.

11.5.
11.6.

11.7.
11.8.

11.9.

11.10.
11.11.
11.12.
11.13.

11.14.
11.15.
11.16.
11.17.

11.18.
11.19.

11.20.

12.1.

12.2.

12.3.
12.4.
12.5.
12.6.
12.7.
12.8.

12.9.

12.10.
12.11.
12.12.

12.13.

13.1.

13.2.

13.3.

13.4.

13.5.

13.6.

Beaker-period sites in the Western Isles

Map showing the location of the mounds at Sligeanach
and their relationship to the adjacent mounds at Bornais
and Cill Donnain

A partial contour survey of the Sligeanach mounds
showing the trench locations

Profiles of mounds 17, 18, 19 and 176 showing the
location of a significant buried soil horizon (see Figure
11.2 for location)

The sections of Trenches L, G, F and A dug into mound
18

A plan of the basal ard marks in Trenches A, F and G
The sections of Trenches D, H, E, K, M, B and N dug
into mounds 176 and 17

A plan of the ditch in Trenches B and D

A plan of the orthostats and floor layer (55) in Trench
E

The sections of Trenches X, W, T, V, P, Q, R and S of
mounds 16 and 22-27

A plan of the wheelhouse wall in Trench U

The Beaker pottery from Trenches A, B, K, M and N
The Food Vessel pottery from Trenches A, F, K and E
The Early Iron Age pottery from Trenches V and T and
the Middle Iron Age pottery from Trenches U and W
A copper alloy awl

The worked flint (1-5) and quartz (6)

The radiocarbon dates for Sligeanach

Limpet dimensions from two Early Iron Age samples:
9042 (top) Trench P and 9039 (bottom) Trench Q

The snail assemblage from column 9076; Trench G
The snail assemblage from columns 9071 and 9072;
Trench A

A view of the wheelhouse wall in Trench U

The location of the islet in Upper Loch Bornish showing
locations of trenches and test pits

The islet viewed from the west, with its causeway at the
bottom right

The locations of the test pits and Trenches 1 and 2

A contour map of the islet

Plan of Trench 1’s upper layers

Plan of Trench 1’s lower layers and wall

East-facing section of Trench 1

The stone and turf wall under excavation in Trench 1,
viewed from the south

Plan of Trench 2

East-facing section of Trench 2

Early Iron Age ceramics from Upper Loch Bornish
Middle Iron Age ceramics from Upper Loch Bornish (the
two rims from layer 025 are probably Early Iron Age)
Iron artefacts from Upper Loch Bornish

Map showing locations of the sites on Frobost and
Aisgernis machair

The locations of test pits and the sand quarry on Frobost
machair

The eroding quarry edge at Frobost Site 45, viewed from
the east

A broken saddle quern in the foreground and the quarry
behind at Frobost Site 45, viewed from the north
Detail from Blaue’s 1654 map (north is to the right),
showing Frobost between Dalabrog (to the south) and
Gearraidh Bhailteas (to the north). The place-name ‘Gill’
(either cille or a typographic mistake) marks a settlement
in the location of Frobost Sites 45 and 46

Pottery from Frobost Sites 45, 46 and 47



13.7.

13.8.
13.9.

13.10.

13.11.

13.12.
13.13.
14.1.
14.2.

14.3.
14.4.
14.5.
14.6.
14.7.
14.8.
14.9.

14.10.
14.11.

14.12.
15.1.

15.2.
15.3.

15.4.

15.5.

15.6.

15.7.
15.8.
15.9.
15.10.
15.11.
16.1.

16.2.
16.3.

16.4.
16.5.

16.6.
16.7.
16.8.

16.9.

16.10.
16.11.
16.12.
16.13.
16.14.

16.15.

List of Figures

Bone, antler and iron artefacts from Frobost Sites 45 and
46

The locations of trenches and test pits at Aisgernis

The earth resistivity survey of Sites 96 and 97 at
Aisgernis

Trench 8 on Site 96 at Aisgernis, looking southeast to
Askernish House

Plans and sections for Trenches 8, 9, 10 and 11 at
Aisgernis

The pottery and finds from Aisgernis Sites 48 and 96
The rotary quernstone from Aisgernis Site 48

Cille Donnain promontory viewed from the west
Earthwork plan showing the location of the two excavation
trenches

The top trench viewed from the east

The west end of the top trench viewed from the north
The top trench viewed from the west

Plan of layer 109 within the top trench

The loch-side trench viewed from the west

Pottery from Cille Donnain

The blue glass bead from layer 3 in the loch-side
trench

Ironwork from Cille Donnain

The piece of wood from the interface between layers 2
and 3 in the loch-side trench

The leather artefact from the loch-side trench
Earthwork plan showing the locations of Trenches 1-5
at Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos)

Plan of Trench 1 at Gearraidh Bhailteas

Plan and south-facing section of Trench 2 at Gearraidh
Bhailteas

Trench 2 at Gearraidh Bhailteas, viewed from the
southwest

Plan and south-facing section of Trench 3 at Gearraidh
Bhailteas

Half-excavated circular hearth (3015) filled with burnt
peat, in the northeast corner of Trench 3, viewed from
the south

Plan of Trench 4 at Gearraidh Bhailteas

Trench 4 at Gearraidh Bhailteas, viewed from the west
Plan of Trench 5 at Gearraidh Bhailteas

Pottery from Gearraidh Bhailteas

Metal artefacts from Gearraidh Bhailteas

Map showing location of A Beinn na Mhic Aongheis and
neighbouring sites

Upper Bornish as portrayed on Bald’s map of 1805
Map showing locations of trenches at A Beinn na Mhic
Aongheis and Bornish House

Plan showing locations of test pits and trenches

Plan of Trench 1, showing upper, middle and lower layers
(including the west end excavated to bedrock)

The house floor in Trench 1, viewed from the east
Sections of the features in the house floor in Trench 1
The west end of Trench 1 excavated to bedrock, viewed
from the east

North-facing section of Trench 1

Plan of Trench 2

The east end of Trench 2, viewed from the west

The west end of Trench 2, viewed from the east
North-facing section of Trench 2

The earthenware pottery from Trench 1 at Beinn na Mhic
Aongheis

The earthenware pottery from Trench 2 at Beinn na Mhic
Aongheis

16.16.
17.1.
17.2.
17.3.
17.4.
17.5.
17.6.
17.7.
17.8.

17.9.

17.10.
17.11.
17.12.
17.13.
17.14.
17.15.
17.16.
17.17.
18.1.

19.1.

19.2.

19.3.

19.4.

19.5.

19.6.

19.7.

19.8.

19.9.

20.1.

20.2.

20.3.

20.4.

20.5.

20.6.

20.7.

20.8.

20.9.

vii

Other artefacts from Beinn na Mhic Aongheis
Kirkidale East (the blackhouse) site plan

A detail of the Kirkidale area on the 1805 Bald map
Kirkidale West site plan

Excavations in 1992 at Kirkidale West after de-turfing,
from the northwest

Prehistoric pottery from Kirkidale (both sites)

Possible prehistoric features at Kirkidale East

The main blackhouse phase at Kirkidale East

The larger of the two quernstones from Kirkidale East,
reused as the base for a hearth

The two quernstones (right) incorporated into the paved
floor of the blackhouse at Kirkidale East, viewed from
the east

A broken quernstone close to wall 510 at Kirkidale
East

A late structure inserted into the northwest corner of the
abandoned blackhouse, viewed from the east

Plan of excavations at Kirkidale West, 1991-93
Excavations at Kirkidale West, from the northwest

The relationship between cell 942 and the stone mound/
cairn at Kirkidale West, from the south

The stone mound and cells at Kirkidale West, from the
south

Metal artefacts from Kirkidale East

Stone artefacts from Kirkidale East

Population numbers in the Uists and Barra, 1850-1980
A turf-walled blackhouse on Eriskay, photographed by
Werner Kissling in 1934.

Creels were used for collecting peat and dung; here in
Kissling’s photograph they are slung on an Eriskay pony
for moving peats

Thatching a blackhouse, photographed by Werner
Kissling

A ristle, cas-chrom and other agricultural equipment,
photographed by Erskine Beveridge (1911)

Women and children working in the fields, photographed
by Werner Kissling

A tabh (net) made of grass roots, photographed by Erskine
Beveridge (1911)

Gathering sheep for shearing and dipping, photographed
by Werner Kissling

Mary Maclnnes and Bean lagain Mhoir carding wool,
photographed by Werner Kissling

Weaving on the vertical loom, photographed by Werner
Kissling

Reconstructions of Mid to Late Neolithic pottery (c.
3400-2700 BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Beaker-period pottery (c. 2400-1700
BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Middle Bronze Age pottery (c.
1600-1100 BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Late Bronze Age pottery (c. 1100-700
BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Early Iron Age pottery (c. 700-400
BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Early Iron Age pottery (c. 400-200
BC) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Middle Iron Age pottery (c. 200
BC-AD 300) from South Uist

Reconstructions of Late Iron Age pottery (c. AD 300-600)
from South Uist

Reconstructions of Late [ron Age pottery (c. AD 600-800)
from South Uist



viil List of Figures

20.10. Reconstructions of Viking Age pottery (c. 800-1200)
from South Uist

Reconstructions of Medieval pottery (c. 1200-1500) from
South Uist

Reconstructions of Post-Medieval pottery (c. 1500-1750)
from South Uist

The Late Neolithic settlement at An Doirlinn, Orosay,
viewed from the south

Contour plot of the Early Bronze Age Cordoned Urn-
period settlement mound at Cill Donnain III (buried by
windblown sand beneath a Middle Iron Age wheelhouse,
and revealed by coring)

The row of three Late Bronze Age roundhouses at Cladh
Hallan

The Middle Iron Age broch of Dun Vulan

The Middle Iron Age wheelhouse at Cill Donnain III
The Late Iron Age multi-cellular building within Dun
Vulan

The Viking Age farmhouse at Cille Pheadair

The Medieval house on Bornais mound 3

House E, a late 18th to early 19th-century blackhouse at
Airigh Mhuilinn

The wreck of a 60-foot ship in the inter-tidal zone on the
island of Fuday, south of South Uist It was found in 1992
by the late Michael Maclnnes, lain MacInnes and Peter
Campbell, and was later investigated by an archaeological
team from Headland Archaeology and the University of
Saint Andrews. It is thought to have been a Dutch vessel,
dating to the 16th or early 17th century

20.11.
20.12.
20.13.

20.14.

20.15.

20.16.
20.17.
20.18.

20.19.
20.20.
20.21.

20.22.

Illustrations were drawn by Irene de Luis (1.7, 2.19, 3.2, 3.3,
42,49, 4.10, 8.2, 12.5-12.7, 12.9-12.10, 12.13, 13.10, 13.12,
14.6, 14.10, 14.12,15.1, 15.2,15.5, 15.7, 15.9-15.11, 16.3, 16.5,

16.7,16.9, 16.13, 16.16, 17.5, 17.16-17.17, 20.1-20.12, 20.15),
Mark Brennand (2.1-2.7,2.9-2.15,13.1, 16.1, 20.19), Ian Dennis
(1.1, 1.5,3.1,8.1,9.1, 9.4-9.6, 11.1-11.15, 20.20), John Raven
(6.1-6.6, 6.8-6.10, 6.12-6.15, 7.1-7.21), Anne Leaver (10.1—
10.3, 10.5-10.7), Alexandra Norman (2.20-2.27, 12.11-12.12,
13.6-13.7, 13.11, 14.8-14.9), Cole Henley (5.1-5.3, 5.10, 5.12),
Matthew Law (11.17-11.19), Adrian Chadwick (16.14-16.15),
Vicki Cummings (5.5-5.6), Eddie Moth (3.4-3.6, 14.2, 17.8,
20.17), Colin Merrony (12.1, 13.2, 13.8), Peter Marshall (10.4,
11.16, 12.3, 16.4, 16.10), Melanie Giles (20.16, 20.18), Marcus
Abbott (12.4, 20.14), Alex Woolf (4.1, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 17.1,
17.3,17.6,17.7,17.12), Gill MacLean (18.1), Jo Mincher (20.21),
Katerina Knotova (15.3) and Mike Parker Pearson (1.2, 2.8).

Photographs were taken by Mike Parker Pearson (1.3, 12.2,
12.8, 13.3-13.4, 13.9, 14.1, 14.3-14.5, 14.7, 14.11, 16.6, 16.8,
16.11-16.12), Niall Sharples (5.4, 5.7-5.9, 5.11, 11.20, 20.12),
Rachel Grahame (8.3-8.5, 8.8-8.10), John Moreland (1.6,
17.4, 17.9-17.11, 17.13-17.15), Cole Henley (9.2-9.3), John
Raven (6.6b), Jim Symonds (15.4, 15.6, 15.8) and Donald John
Campbell (20.22).

Other illustrations are reproduced from Timothy Pont’s map
of ¢.1595 (2.16, 6.11a), Joan Blaue’s map of 1654 (2.17, 6.5,
6.7, 6.11b, 13.5), William Bald’s map of 1805 (2.18, 16.2, 17.2),
Google Earth maps (4.3, 4.5), Historic Scotland’s photographic
collection (© crown copyright reproduced courtesy of Historic
Scotland, www.historicscotlandimages.gov.uk; 1.4), David
Lockwood’s archive of Werner Kissling’s photographs of Eriskay
(Dumfries and Galloway Council; 19.1-19.3, 19.5 and 19.7-19.9),
James Caird’s maps of the Boisdale Estate in 1805 and 1957 (©
James Caird, reproduced from 7ogail Tir with permission from
Acair Ltd.; 8.6, 8.7), Ernest Beveridge’s North Uist (re-published
by Birlinn; 19.4, 19.6), and RCAHMS’s volume The Outer
Hebrides, Skye and the small isles of 1928 (6.6a).



List of Tables

2.1.

2.2.

9.1.
9.2.
9.3.

9.4.
9.5.
9.6.
11.1.

11.2.
11.3.
11.4.
11.5.
11.6.

11.7.

11.8.
11.9.

12.1.
12.2.
12.3.

Numbers of prehistoric-Medieval machair sites affected
by particular threats on South Uist and Eriskay

The prehistoric-Medieval machair sites currently most at
risk on South Uist

Trench dimensions and finds from Loch a’ Choire
Distribution of pottery from Loch a’ Choire

Average dimensions of sherds by context from Loch a’
Choire

Sherd surface survival by context from Loch a’ Choire
Distribution of flint from Loch a’ Choire

Nature of worked flint from Loch a’ Choire
Chronological attribution of Sligeanach pottery by
location

The distribution of worked lithics from Sligeanach

The animal bones from Sligeanach

The dental ageing data for Sligeanach

The measurements of animal bones from Sligeanach

The carbonized plant remains from Early Bronze Age
contexts at Sligeanach

The carbonized plant remains from Early and Middle Iron
Age contexts at Sligeanach

Radiocarbon dates from Sligeanach

The distribution of marine shells from samples producing
material over 10mm

Upper Loch Bornish test pit data

Earthenware ceramics from Upper Loch Bornish

Plant remains from Upper Loch Bornish

13.1.
13.2.
13.3.

14.1.
14.2.
15.1.
15.2.
15.3.
15.4.
15.5.
16.1.
16.2.
16.3.
17.1.
17.2.
17.3.
17.4.
17.5.
18.1.
18.2.

18.3.
19.1.

Animal bones recovered at Frobost

Animal bones recovered at Aisgernis

Ageing of teeth of sheep/goat and pig in Trench 10 on Site
48 at Aisgernis

. Measurements of astragalus and phalanx bones in Trench

10 on Site 48 at Aisgernis

Local pottery from Cille Donnain church

Carbonized plant remains from Cille Donnain church
Earthenware from Trenches 1 to 5 at Gearraidh Bhailteas
Factory wares from Gearraidh Bhailteas

Types of slag from Gearraidh Bhailteas

Catalogue of iron-working debris and other slags
Unidentified animal bone from Gearraidh Bhailteas

A Beinn na Mhic Aongheis test pit data

The pottery from Beinn na Mhic Aongheis

Carbonized plant remains from Beinn na Mhic Aongheis
Catalogue of factory wares from Kirkidale

Handmade earthenware pottery from Kirkidale

Glass from Kirkidale

Worked flint and quartz from Kirkidale

Slate from Kirkidale

Holdings, rents and tenants in South Uist, 1798-1831
Number of households in Locheynort, 1841-1881 (from
microfilms of census returns)

South Uist raw produce in 1837

Equivalences of stock values according to Carmichael
(1884)



Contributors

Davib BARKER

formerly Senior Archaeologist
Stoke-on-Trent City Council
Civic Centre

Glebe Street

Stoke-on-Trent

UK

Vicki CUMMINGS

School of Forensic and Investigative Science

University of Central Lancashire
Preston
UK

JouN Evanst

ANDREW FLEMING

formerly School of Archaeology, History and

Anthropology
University of Wales
Trinity St David
Lampeter
UK

RACHEL GRAHAME

Tees Archaeology

Sir William Gray House
Clarence Road
Hartlepool

UK

MicHAEL HAMILTON
Newport City Council
Civic Centre
Newport

South Wales

UK

CoLE HENLEY
TINY v

West End Cottage
Acre Road
Bo’ness

UK

MatT Law
HISAR

Cardiff University
Cardiff

UK

GILL MACLEANT

RicHARD MADGWICK

School of Conservation Sciences
Bournemouth University
Bournemouth

UK

PETER MARSHALL
Chronologies

25 Onslow Road
Sheffield

UK

JoHN MORELAND
Department of Archaeology
University of Sheffield
Sheffield

UK

JacQul MULVILLE
HISAR

Cardiff University
Cardiff

UK

AMELIA PANNETT

Cambrian Archaeological Projects
Old Chapel Farm

Tylwch

Powys

UK

MIKE PARKER PEARSON
Department of Archaeology
University of Sheffield
Sheffield

UK

Vicky PARSONS
c/o ArcHeritage
Campo House
54 Campo Lane
Sheffield

UK

EL1ZABETH PIEKSMA
Bedford Museum
Castle Lane
Bedford

UK



JosHuA POLLARD
Department of Archaecology
University of Southampton
Southampton

UK

JoHN RAVEN
Historic Scotland
Longmore House
Salisbury Place
Edinburgh

UK

NIALL SHARPLES
HISAR

Cardiff University
Cardiff

UK

ALISON SHERIDAN

National Museums of Scotland

Chambers Street
Edinburgh
UK

Contributors X1

HEeLEN SMmITH

School of Conservation Sciences
Bournemouth University
Bournemouth

UK

JiM SYMONDS

Department of Archaeology
University of York

York

UK

NIGEL THEW

Musée et Service archéologique du canton de Neuchatel
Avenue du Mail 59

CH-2000 Neuchatel

Switzerland



Preface

From the machair grassland of its west coast to the
mountains and rocky shore of its east side, South Uist is
an island with an alluringly straight-forward topography.
Between the eastern hills and the machair plain, the
landscape is dotted with freshwater lochs and lochans in the
peaty ‘blackland’. These three different ecological zones
— machair, blackland and mountains — all run north-south,
to give South Uist its distinctive linear character. Each bears
the imprint of human occupation over many millennia.
Although the machair strip has long been uninhabited, it is
filled with hundreds of settlement mounds, occupied from
the Beaker period, 4,000 years ago, until a few centuries
ago. The blacklands bear the physical traces of past farming
practices — lazy beds and field boundaries — as well as the
remains of Medieval settlements, more recent blackhouses
and lochs containing duns, brochs and crannogs. In the
hills lie the upstanding remains of shielings, Iron Age
wheelhouses and Neolithic chambered tombs.

South Uist’s archaeological richness has not always
been appreciated. Surveys were carried out sporadically
during the late 19th and 20th centuries, notably by the
Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments
of Scotland (RCAHMS) during the First World War and by
teams of archaeologists on the rocket range during the Cold
War. Even so, large tracts of land remained unsurveyed and
hundreds of archaeological sites lay unnoticed. Between
1989 and 2003, researchers from many institutions attempted
to remedy this situation. Initially conceived as Sheffield
University’s SEARCH project in South Uist, Barra and the
southern isles, the project grew to include teams from Cardiff
University, Bournemouth University, Glasgow University
and ARCUS (Archaeological Research Consultancy at the
University of Sheffield) amongst others.

Aswell as carrying out large-scale excavations of Bronze
Age houses (Cladh Hallan), an Iron Age broch (Dun Vulan),
Viking settlements (Bornais and Cille Pheadair) and Post-
Medieval blackhouses (Airigh Mhuillin), archaeologists
also conducted surveys and small-scale excavations in order
to provide a new understanding of South Uist’s long-term
history from the arrival of farming around 6,000 years
ago. Hundreds of new sites were discovered. Evaluative
excavations of carefully chosen examples have provided
new information on the chronology, material culture and
character of South Uist’s archaeological remains. Whilst
the large, set-piece excavations mentioned above are being
published in separate monographs, the results of the surveys
and small-scale excavations have been brought together
within this volume. Together they provide a record and

an assessment of South Uist’s archaeology which will be
valuable for researchers — amateur and professional — for
years to come.

Like the other islands of the Outer Hebrides, South Uist
has some of the best preserved archaeological remains
within Britain and even further afield. To single out a few
of these, the Beaker-period settlements are unmatched
in northern and central Europe. The Bronze Age houses
preserve the signatures of past domestic activities in floors
that have survived the depredations of ploughing, so
damaging in other parts of Britain. The Viking settlements
also provide a remarkable material record of one of the most
fascinating social transformations of the Atlantic world.
Finally, the oral history and traditions of an earlier way
of life provide insights into ancient agricultural practices
and social life before they are lost forever.

None of the research in this volume would have been
possible without the support of various institutions, and
the help and interest of so many local people. Funding and
support for the various projects was provided by Historic
Scotland, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, the Robert
Kiln Trust and the Royal Archaeological Institute, as well
as the participating universities. Historic Scotland were
principal funders of much of the fieldwork and are thanked
for contributing to the costs of publication; special thanks
go to Rod McCullagh for his encouragement. In South Uist,
the local historical society — Comann Eachdraidh Uibhist a
Deas (CEUD) — provided help and advice throughout.

So many individuals have to be thanked. We have
received tremendous support from Uilleam Macdonald,
Seumus MacDonald, Angus John MacKinnon, and Mary
Kate and Patrick Morrison. Many who are no longer
with us made great contributions to the project: the
late Canon John Angus Galbraith (Iain Aonghas Mac a’
Bhreatannaich), the late Effie Macmillan of Dalabrog, the
late Callum MacDonald and the late Alasdair MacIntyre
of Cille Pheadair, the late Michael MacInnes of Ludag and
the late Neil MacMillan of Milton. This book is dedicated
to their memory.

Mike Parker Pearson
St. Valentine’s Day 2011!

Note

1 The copy editor, Karen Godden, did not appreciate aiming
for completion on this date. I thank her for her hard work and
patience, and everything else.



Introduction

1 Introduction

Mike Parker Pearson and Helen Smith

The SEARCH project (Sheffield Environmental and
Archaeological Research Campaign in the Hebrides)
commenced in 1987 and covered the southern islands
of Scotland’s Western Isles, also known as the Outer
Hebrides. One team, led by Keith Branigan, Pat Foster
and Colin Merrony, concentrated their research on Barra
and the small isles at the southernmost end of the island
chain (Branigan 2005; Branigan and Foster 1995; 2000;
2002) and the other was based on South Uist (Parker
Pearson et al. 2004). A third team carried out an integrated
series of environmental projects investigating palynology,
vegetation, palacoentomology, dune geomorphology,
climate change, phytoliths, animal husbandry, crop
processing and related fields across South Uist and Barra
(Gilbertson et al. 1996).

The 1980s was an ideal moment to commence a major
archaeological research project on South Uist and Barra. The
southern islands had been largely ignored by archaeologists
since the 1950s; besides the work of Iain Crawford at
the Udal in North Uist, Ian Shepherd at Rosinish, Denis
Harding and Ian Armit’s Edinburgh University projects in
Lewis and North Uist, only John Barber’s Scottish Office
Central Unit prehistoric farmstead project had extended as
far as this southernmost island group.

While working for Historic Scotland and then as a
lecturer at Cardiff University, Niall Sharples joined the
research team on South Uist to excavate the broch of Dun
Vulan (Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999), later developing
a number of Cardiff-led research investigations in the late
1990s and early 2000s. His excavations on the Iron Age
and Norse-period settlement at Bornais accompanied those
of the Sheffield-led team at Cladh Hallan (Bronze Age and
Iron Age) and Cille Pheadair (Norse period). These large-
scale excavations are not included in this volume, being
published separately.

South Uist — the environmental background

Before discussing the research background, a short
description of South Uist will be useful for readers not

wholly acquainted with the island and its position within
the Western Isles. The Outer Hebrides are situated 60—80km
off the northwest coast of Scotland, separated from the
mainland by The Minch in the north and the Sea of the
Hebrides in the south. Forming a breakwater against the
Atlantic from Cape Wrath in the north to Ardnamurchan
in the south, the Outer Hebrides provide some shelter to
the mainland and Inner Hebrides, situated to the east. The
archipelago stretches 213km from The Butt of Lewis to
Barra Head, and consists of 119 named islands of which
only 16 are now permanently inhabited (Boyd 1979).
The island chain, once known as ‘The Long Island’
(Carmichael 1884), divides geographically into two main
groups, the Sound of Harris separating Lewis and Harris
(total area ¢.214,000 ha) from the southern islands (total
area ¢.76,000 ha), namely North Uist, Benbecula, South
Uist and Barra.

South Uist (Uibhist a Deas) is an island 30km north—
south and 12km east—west (Figure 1.1). To the north of
it lies Benbecula and, beyond, North Uist. To the south,
beyond the island of Eriskay (Eirisgeigh) and other small
uninhabited islands, are Barra and the southern isles.

The land is mountainous in Harris, gently undulating in
Lewis and generally low-lying in North Uist, South Uist
and Benbecula, with the exception of Eaval (347m) on the
southeast of North Uist and a ridge of mountains along the
east side of South Uist, the highest of which, Beinn Mhor,
rises to 620m. The majority of the land is, however, below
100m Ordnance Datum. Numerous lochs occur in the low-
lying land of North Uist, Benbecula and South Uist.

Geology

The Outer Hebrides were formed over 3,000 million
years ago from an eroded platform of Precambrian
Lewisian gneiss whose primary components are quartz and
mica. Subsequent episodes of significance to present-day
Hebridean geology were the major emplacements of granite
in Harris and south Lewis — the Scourian (older than 2,200
million years old) and the Laxfordian (less than 2,200
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Figure 1.1. Map of South Uist showing the major sites investigated 1991-2003

million years old). The only sedimentary rock is Triassic
sandstone, occurring around the shores of Broad Bay,
Lewis. The whole of the Uists are made of Lewisian gneiss,
with a thrust plane running northeast—southwest, associated
with the mountainous band on the eastern seaboard. On the
west coast the sea bed is shallow, owing to a submerged
platform forming an extensive area of continental shelf.
Differential erosion of the gneiss, coupled with a complex
fault patterning, has contributed to the irregular surface of
the hard rock (Boyd and Boyd 1990; Gribble 1991).

The present-day landscape results from glacial activity
in the Quaternary era, during which the hard, acid Lewisian
gneiss was eroded, leaving a gently undulating platform,
trenched and hollowed along ancient fault lines. Glacial
drifts of gravels and sands were deposited onto the ice-
sculpted platform. Between 9,000 and 5,000 years ago
the Lewisian platform subsided, owing to differential
rates of sea level rise and isostatic uplift, which resulted
in the formation of numerous salt-water lochs following
marine inundations. In the Uists, the glacial deposits are
now eroded in places or overlain by peat, particularly in
the upland regions in the east, and divided by oligotrophic

freshwater lochs. On the western seaboard, the glacial
deposits and peat are overlain by highly calcareous
windblown sand, forming dune systems and sandy plains
with eutrophic lochs (Boyd and Boyd 1990).

Soil

The southern Outer Hebrides can be divided into three
broad zones of soil types. On South Uist (Figure 1.2), the
eastern third is the hilly and mountainous area that comes
down to the sea in a series of three fjord-like sea lochs
separated by a rugged coastline of low cliffs. The middle
zone is an area of shallow peat soils, known as ‘blackland’,
interspersed with myriad small freshwater lochs. To the
west, the sea covers a shallow shelf that stretches out for
about 20km from the coastline. This was formerly dry land
in the Mesolithic and Early Neolithic but has since become
inundated. The most distinct landform of South Uist and
the Western Isles is the zone of calcareous sand that covers
the island’s west coast and is known as machair. With the
associated dune systems, the machair covers approximately
120 square kilometres along the west coast of North Uist,
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Figure 1.2. Landscape zones on South Uist, after Ritchie
1979

Figure 1.3. South Uist’s machair plain on the west side of the
island at Bornais

Benbecula and South Uist. The machair forms an almost
continuous fertile strip along this exposed Atlantic coast.
It supports grass vegetation and extends inland for about a
kilometre along the west coast (Figure 1.3); small pockets
of it can also be found on the north and south coasts of
the Uist islands.

The machair comprises grassland formed on gently
sloping shell sand deposits. The nature and evolution of
machair formation is discussed in detail by Ritchie and
colleagues (1976; 1979; Ritchie and Whittington 1994,
Edwards et al. 2005). Large quantities of shell sand were
swept landwards, aided by rising sea levels, to form an
extensive pre-machair dune system. High-energy waves
and strong Atlantic winds caused the deflation of beach
dunes and swept sand inland. Where the sand stabilized,
calcophile grassland established to form long stretches of
sandy machair plain. Radiocarbon dates for offshore peats
pre-dating the machair suggest that machair formation
commenced before 5700 BP (Ritchie 1979).

The calcareous soils have high pH values, 6.5 to 7.5 in
top soils and 7.5 to 8.0 in subsoils. The dune-machair soils
range from calcareous regosols and brown calcareous soils
to poorly drained calcareous gleys and peaty calcarecous
gleys, depending on the drainage conditions and level of
the water table (Glentworth 1979; Hudson 1991). Water
percolating from the freely draining sands has contributed
to the formation of lochs and fens in the slack behind
the machair. Areas of machair are prone to seasonal
flooding.

The soil system of the inland zone is based on shallow
acidic glacial deposits and predominantly acid rock, which
frequently lies near the surface or protrudes as rocky
outcrops (Hudson 1991). Blackland is formed where the
peat and shell sand combine with glacial drift, to provide
some areas of good agricultural land. Drainage is good
on areas of coarse-textured drift, and brown forest soils
or cultivated humus-iron podzols may occur. In areas
where drainage and permeability are slow, soils include
noncalcareous, humic and peaty gleys (ibid.). Peaty gleys
and podzols occur on areas adjacent to the cultivated
blackland where the peat has been removed for fuel. The
acid reaction of these soils has been lessened and, therefore,
the cultivation potential improved, by the addition of shell
sand. Such variations in the soil development on blackland
areas have resulted in the recognition of three ‘district
types’ of land, which have been classified as: crofting land,
peat-cutting areas and blanket peat (ibid.)

Further east lie large open tracts of gently sloping
blanket peat rising and giving way to hills or mountains.
The character of the moorland is determined by the extent
of waterlogging which, in turn, is dependent on the rainfall,
temperature and topography. The extreme eastern coast
is steep and rocky, in places plunging 50m or more into
the Minch.

Climate

The western seaboard of Ireland and Scotland lies on the
climatic frontier between two weather systems: the moist
oceanic air to the west and the dry continental air to the
east. The result of the interaction between these opposing
air masses is a storm-belt, particularly energetic over the
Hebridean shelf (Boyd and Boyd 1990). The climate of the
Outer Hebrides is characteristically cool, cloudy, windy and
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wet although oceanic air and North Atlantic drift result in
relatively mild winters. The annual and diurnal temperature
ranges are extremely small (the annual range of only 8.8°C
is one of the smallest in Britain), with cool summers and
generally frost-free winters. The warmest months are July
and August (12.9°C), although the sunnier months are May
and June, and the coldest months are January and February
(4.1°C). It is rare for maximum daily temperatures to fall
below 0°C (Angus 1991).

The northwest of Scotland experiences some of the
highest wind speeds in the world, if not the highest
(Gloyne 1968). The average wind speed at Stornoway
is 14.4 knots (7.4 m/s) and 50 days of gale force winds
are recorded each year (Manley 1979). The mean annual
rainfall on low ground is 1020-1270mm (ibid.), which
compares favourably with agriculturally productive areas
elsewhere in Britain. Over 200 raindays commonly occur
each year but the distribution of rainfall throughout the year
is unusual. The driest months are May and June, which
together account for only 10% of the annual rainfall. It
is this factor, combined with low summer temperatures
and high relative humidity, that produces such a wet
climate compared to areas with comparable rainfall on
the mainland. Owing to Atlantic Ocean sea spray being
carried inland by prevailing winds, the rain on the Outer
Hebrides has a chemical composition similar to dilute sea
water (Waterson et al. 1979).

The Gulf Stream not only ensures mild winter temper-
atures but also brings what was for many millennia the only
source of timber. After most of South Uist’s woodland had
gone by about 2500 BC (Brayshay and Edwards 1996), the
major source of large timber was driftwood that had grown
in Canada and floated across the Atlantic on the Labrador
current and then the Gulf Stream. Temperatures are too low
for successful cultivation of wheat although it was formerly
cultivated around 2000 BC. Barley is the island’s principal
crop, followed by oats and rye.

Vegetation

The vegetation of the Outer Hebrides as a whole reflects
strongly the island status, with definite marine influences
(Boyd and Boyd 1990). The restricted flora on the islands
compared to the Scottish mainland, and even to the Inner
Hebrides, results from the limited habitat availability, the
climate, high levels of acidity (owing to the bed rock and
peaty soils) and a history of human interference. The more
fertile zone of machair on the western coast is species-
rich (Currie 1979; Dickinson and Randall 1979). Marram
(Ammophila arenaria) dominates the sand dune systems
(Robertson 1984), and eyebright/red fescue (Fuphrasia
spp/Festuca rubra) dune pasture occurs on more stable
areas (Hudson 1991). On the blackland, heath-grass
(Danthonia decumbens) occurs in areas of maritime
grassland and acid grassland (Pankhurst and Mullin 1991).
At the fringe of the Lewis peat plain, on unfenced areas of
uncultivated blackland, heath-grass in association with mat-
grass (Nardus stricta) is commonly the dominant species

(Hudson 1991). Areas of land nearer to the west coast,
affected by salt spray, often carry a maritime pasture. The
peatland areas are dominated by ombrogenous bog, acidic
heath and grassland (Goode and Lindsay 1979).

Previous research on South Uist

South Uist forms a neatly defined research area with clearly
bounded edges. However, it has never been inhabited as
an isolated island: its past has been intimately bound up
with that of the other islands in the chain, particularly
North Uist and Barra. Furthermore, seafaring connections
to mainland Scotland and Ireland, as well as to England,
Wales and Scandinavia in later periods, have played an
important role in the islanders’ lives.

Other than Captain Thomas’ recording of the brochs and
duns of South Uist in the 19th century (1890), there was
no concerted antiquarian or archaeological investigation of
South Uist on a par with Erskine Beveridge’s remarkable
study of North Uist (1911). In 1912 Mr J. Wedderspoon’s
report of archacological finds from sand quarrying at Cladh
Hallan on South Uist’s machair and other locations was the
first such account for the island until the Royal Commission’s
survey during World War I (RCAHMS 1928).

Werner Kissling, a researcher into Hebridean history
(1944), is credited with the first excavation on the island: in
1950 he investigated the remarkably well-preserved Middle
Iron Age ‘wheelhouse’ at Kilpheder (Cille Pheadair).
This site was written up and published in 1952 by Tom
Lethbridge, a Cambridge-based archaeologist who spent
several seasons sailing his yacht to South Uist and finding
other Iron Age and Bronze Age settlement sites on the
machair, including that at Cladh Hallan.

The construction of a rocket range in the northern part
of the island led in 1957 to what might be called the first
co-ordinated and large-scale excavation programme. Two
wheelhouses (so-called because their internal arrangement
of radial piers looks like the spokes of a wheel when viewed
in plan; Young and Richardson 1960; Fairhurst 1971), a
Norse-period longhouse (MacLaren 1974) and a group of
undated ‘hut circles’ (Jack Scott pers. comm.; Figure 1.4)
were excavated on the machair of Drimore and further
north. Unfortunately those sites that were published were
written up in different journals, with no integrating research
design or overall discussion.

During the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s Iain Crawford
directed an ambitious excavation programme, on a scale
greater than anything before or since, on three settlement
mounds at the Udal on the northern tip of North Uist (1986).
This prepared the way for a fuller appreciation of the
remarkable deep stratigraphic sequences within the machair
of the Uists and other islands, and the concomitant long-
term record of settlement. The Udal results are only now
being written up, and very little information from this far-
sighted excavation is yet in the public domain. During this
period, Coinneach Maclean (who later completed a PhD in
archaeology) recorded discoveries of archaeological finds
and structural remains on the machair of South Uist.
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Figure 1.4. Wheelhouse-style roundhouses excavated by Jack
Scott on Drimore machair in 1957 (machair survey Site 104)

as part of the rocket range project

In the late 1980s Crawford’s excavations were winding
down, and in the 1990s new projects on North Uist were
gathering momentum. Ewan Campbell wrote up Richard
Atkinson’s excavation of wheelhouses at Sollas (Campbell
1991) and Ian Armit conducted research into prehistoric
sites (Armit 1990; 1992).

In 1984 a large programme of archaeological excavation
was carried out on eroding prehistoric machair sites in the
Uists at Baile Sear, Balelone, Hornish Point (at the north tip
of North Uist) and Gortan (at the south end of South Uist).
The project was implemented by John Barber on behalf of
the SDD’s central excavation unit and has recently been
published (Barber 2003).

That project was an important predecessor for the
SEARCH project because it adopted a multi-disciplinary
programme of analysis that involved a number of Sheffield-
based and Sheffield-trained scientific and environmental
archaeologists. In this way, important links, knowledge
of the material, and expertise were developed just as the
SEARCH project was starting up.

SEARCH project overall aims and outcomes

The main aim of the SEARCH project was to investigate
the long-term adaptation of human societies to the marginal
environment of the Outer Hebrides. Sheffield University’s
Department of Archaeology and Prehistory was at the
forefront of environmental and processual archaecology
in the 1970s and 1980s and this was an opportunity to
ground models of human-environment interaction, cultural
adaptation to natural constraints, and long-term processes
of culture change in a field project in which most of the
staff and students of the department collaborated as a joint
venture. As the growth of a post-processual archaeology
by the late 1980s shifted research agendas away from
environmental determinism and evolutionary adaptation
towards a social archaeology of human agency and fully
integrated scientific techniques addressing social questions,
so the aims of the project diversified.
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It became apparent from our excavations in South Uist
that prehistoric and ancient societies were living here more
comfortably than we had initially imagined and that they
were also involved in long-distance trading networks.
Their ‘marginality’ was perhaps more of a modern-day
perception than a past reality. These were not people on
the edge, eking out a miserable subsistence from a harsh
and unpredictable environment, but communities capable
of producing surpluses and with developed social worlds
that reached beyond the islands.

Out of our changed theoretical views and our practical
results, a new synthesis of aims emerged. Our previous
consideration of environment as an external force was
replaced by an understanding of landscape as culturally
constructed and mediated. Dwellings also could be
understood as cultural artefacts, rather more than mere
shelters from the elements. The project developed a
threefold set of aims:

1. To investigate the long-term relationship between
human settlement and environment;

2. To study social relationships within the landscape
in terms of land-use, settlement patterns, field
systems, animal husbandry, cultivation and seasonal
movements;

3. To study the daily life of past generations through their
architecture, use of domestic space, material culture
and conditions of life.

Not only did the research aims of the project change
with the times but the project also proved to be far more
successful than was ever imagined at the start and has run
for over 20 years. In that time it has attracted a wide range
of sponsorship and financial support and has involved and
been helped by the local community, as well as making a
considerable contribution to archaeological research and
understanding. Many discoveries and advances have been
of international significance, particularly in the context of
the North Atlantic links with Scandinavia, Nova Scotia,
Greenland and Iceland, and mainland Scotland.

The South Uist element of the SEARCH project
broadened its base after 1994 to include wider collaboration
with other universities and institutions, thereby bringing
further expertise and resources to the project. This was
partly due to the success of Sheffield’s postgraduate
students, having received their field training in the Outer
Hebrides, in gaining teaching posts at other universities
and bringing their own students in turn.

Throughout its life, the SEARCH project on South
Uist liaised closely with the South Uist Historical Society
— Comann Eachdraidh Uibhist a Deas (CEUD) — whose
committee were consulted on a regular basis about each
summer season’s proposals for fieldwork. In particular,
the late Effie MacMillan, the late John Galbraith and the
late Neil MacMillan were constant sources of support,
encouragement and knowledge without whom the project
would not have been such a success.

In terms of community involvement, the public talks,
open days and museum exhibitions have contributed to
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public interest and awareness locally whilst four television
documentaries have brought the project’s findings to an even
wider national and international audience. Archacological
sites such as Flora MacDonald’s birthplace at Milton, the
roundhouse settlement at Cladh Hallan, the Cill Donnain
wheelhouse and the broch of Dun Vulan are all now more
usefully presented for better public access. There is also
an archaeological and wildlife trail which includes the
sites close to Cill Donnain Museum. More importantly,
the project’s research has provided a legacy of knowledge
about South Uist’s past which is unmatched across most of
Scotland and which will provide a resource for education
and tourism for many years to come.

A brief history of the project in South Ulist

Initial survey work was carried out in 1987 by Martin
Wildgoose, Richard Hodges and David Gilbertson.
Wildgoose identified a number of midden sites on the
machair, three of which were eroding and were thus targeted
for excavation. One of these was Cill Donnain III, the small
Middle Iron Age wheelhouse subsequently excavated by
Marek Zvelebil in 1989-1991. Another was Cill Donnain I,
a Beaker settlement that was evaluated in 1988 (see Chapter
10). To the south, on Daliburgh (Dalabrog) machair, Eddie
Moth directed another small-scale excavation of a Bronze
Age and Early Iron Age site in a sand quarry at Cladh Hallan
(Parker Pearson ef al. in prep.). During the 1990s, a much
larger range of sites was selected for further investigation
and excavation (Figure 1.5).

In 1988 two surveys were commenced, one by Andrew
Fleming on the ‘blackland’ or peatlands in the townships of
Cill Donnain and Gearraidh Bhailteas (Milton; see Chapter
3, this volume) and the other by John Moreland and Alex
Woolf along the mountainous east coast of these townships
around Loch Aoineart (Locheynort; Figure 1.6; see Chapter
4)."' The aim was to provide a surveyed transect east-west
across the middle of the island in which upstanding sites
and monuments might be recorded. Survey along the
machair of the west coast in 1990 by Woolf and Jean-Luc
Schwenninger, then postgraduate students, identified the
site of Dun Vulan as suffering from coastal erosion. The
search for the Mesolithic concentrated on identifying likely
looking rock shelters throughout the Uists. Another, more
localized survey provided a contour map and building plan
of the complex of five Medieval chapels at Howmore. The
south Loch Aoineart survey (see Chapter 4) was followed
by Moreland’s excavation of a group of structures including
a 19th-century blackhouse at Kirkidale on the east coast
(see Chapter 17).

By 1993 the two landscape surveys were completed,
together with the Kirkidale excavations. The surviving
walls of the Cill Donnain wheelhouse were moved in 1992
to the grounds of Cill Donnain Museum where they were
re-erected by Zvelebil. He, Fleming and Moreland left the
fieldwork component of the SEARCH project at this point.
In 1991 Mike Parker Pearson and Niall Sharples became
involved in the project, guided by Woolf and Moreland, to
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Figure 1.5. Map of South Uist showing many of the sites
investigated by the SEARCH project

evaluate the scheduled ancient monument of Dun Vulan.
After trial trenching in that year, they returned in 1992 to
commence a larger-scale excavation of the Dun Vulan broch
and its external structures and deposits at risk to coastal
erosion. The results of the Dun Vulan excavations have
been published separately (Parker Pearson and Sharples
1999).

The Dun Vulan project was a success thanks to the
environmental science elements of the excavation, provided
and co-ordinated by Jacqui Mulville and Helen Smith,
former postgraduates whose PhD theses had developed
within SEARCH (Mulville 1993; Smith 1994). Thanks
to their contribution, a new and integrated methodology
was developed at Dun Vulan for analysing archaeological
layers, particularly those from floors. This was to play a
major role in future years during the large-scale excavations
of the Norse-period longhouses at Bornais and Cille
Pheadair, and on the Bronze Age—Early Iron Age settlement
at Cladh Hallan (Smith et al. 2001).

Research directions after 1994
By 1994 the project had reached a crossroads. Fieldwork
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Figure 1.6. A survey team of the SEARCH project in 1990 on
the rocky east coast of South Uist in Loch Aoineart. On the
left are Alex Woolf and Adrian Chadwick; on the right are
Miranda Richardson and Jo Hambley

at Dun Vulan was largely completed and most of the
staff had already left. However, the results of the Dun
Vulan excavation highlighted a series of key research
questions:

1. Comparison of the architecture and diet of the broch’s
inhabitants with those of the Cill Donnain wheelhouse
and other Middle Iron Age ‘wheelhouses’ indicated
that the inhabitants of the broch and its surrounding
settlement were probably of a higher social standing.
It was important to know more of Dun Vulan’s
geographical relationship to contemporary settlements
during the first millennium AD.

2. The brochs and wheelhouses of South Uist and the
remainder of the Western Isles are well known but
virtually nothing was known of communities during
the previous two millennia. Had the distinctive broch
and wheelhouse architecture developed out of earlier
traditions? What were the conditions within which this
highly visible, monumental architecture appeared?

3. The occupation at Dun Vulan ended before the Viking
period. Given that Dun Vulan was probably the ‘borg’
on the ‘ness’ (which survives as the Norse-derived
place-name for that township: Bornish [Gaelic:
Bornais]), what was the relationship of Norse-period
settlement to the broch and its hinterland? The Norse
period is well represented in many of the subsequently
Gaelicized place-names of South Uist but there was no
knowledge of Norse settlements or settlement pattern,
with the exception of a problematic longhouse at
Drimore, excavated in the 1950s (MacLaren 1974).

The 1994 season was focused on the evaluation of a large
Norse-period settlement on Bornais machair and a return to
Cladh Hallan for further evaluation of the areas affected by
sand quarrying. It was also at this time that severe winter
storms exposed a small but deeply stratified Norse-period
farmstead site at Cille Pheadair. Excavations in these three
localities were to be the main elements of the project
for years to come. The Cille Pheadair excavations were
conducted over three seasons in 1996—1998 (Parker Pearson

SOUTH UIST
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Skm

Figure 1.7. Map of South Uist showing the township boundaries
recorded on William Bald'’s map of 1805

et al. forthcoming). The Bornais excavations continued
from 1994 to 2000 (Sharples 2005 and forthcoming a
and b) and again from 2003. Work at Cladh Hallan was
continuous until 2002. The other major excavation project
was conducted by Jim Symonds on the 18th—19th century
Flora MacDonald birthplace site between 1995 and 2000,
not as a rescue dig but as a presentational project (Symonds
1999).

Surveys of the machair and peatlands

The successful identification of these sites for excavation
was partly due to the results of the machair survey which
began in the spring of 1993 (see Chapter 2). By 1997 the
whole of South Uist’s machair had been systematically
walked and over 240 sites have now been logged.? The vast
majority of these were hitherto unknown and they indicate
the profound importance of the machair for settlement from
the Beaker period and Early Bronze Age to the end of the
Norse period. The machair survey was also an opportunity
for a management overview. A significant number of these
machair settlement mounds are being eroded by natural,
animal and human agencies. Although the threatened sites
of Bornais, Cladh Hallan and Cille Pheadair could be
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excavated, many more remain at risk, particularly from
the rabbits whose burrowing led to the sites’ discovery in
the first place.

The machair survey was the first of a new series of
surveys. One of its conclusions was the suggestion that the
latitudinal organization of pre-Clearance townships (Figure
1.7) might have its origins in the dispersed pattern of Middle
Iron Age settlements (bailtean) along the machair (Parker
Pearson 1996). Thereafter, particularly for the Norse to
early Post-Medieval periods, it was proposed that new
townships developed by fissioning and/or by parcelling
out those east—west land units which possessed little or
no machair. These gearraidh (‘garry’) townships with no
machair should thus be largely or wholly devoid of Middle
and Late Iron Age settlement mounds.

The ‘proto-township’ hypothesis developed from
the results of the machair survey provided the impetus
to critically re-examine the blacklands and mountain
areas, to look at settlement patterns more widely. Most
of these surveys were student projects organized around
the SEARCH project. In the Gleann Dail area at the
south end of the island a survey by Rachel Grahame (see
Chapter 8) identified a square cairn similar to a Pictish
Late Iron Age burial excavated at Cille Pheadair (Mulville
et al. 2003). In the hills north of Loch Aoineart, Sheffield
student John Raven identified a landscape of shielings (see
Chapter 7). Thereafter Raven’s PhD thesis at Glasgow
University investigated Medieval settlement patterns in
South Uist (Raven 2005; see Chapters 6, 7 and 13). Cardiff
postgraduate students Vicki Cummings (see Chapter 5)
and Cole Henley (see Chapters 5 and 9) concentrated
on Neolithic chambered tombs and settlements in the
upland areas of South Uist, examining their positions in
the landscape and how they may have related to paths of
movement and habitation.

Evaluations — the Dun Vulan environs and the
area south to Aisgernis

Between 1995 and 1998, a number of evaluations were
carried out in different parts of the island to gain more
detailed understanding of settlement dates and sequence.
Some of these were geophysical, notably Andrew
Chamberlain and Bill Sellars’ experiments with ground-
penetrating radar as well as conventional resistivity and
magnetometry, and Mike Hamilton’s geophysical surveys
of'sites on Bornais and Cill Donnain machair (see Chapters
10 and 11). The remainder were mostly trial-trenching
and test-pitting exercises. These were carried out in two
particular zones — the Dun Vulan environs and the area to
the south of it.

The Dun Vulan environs

The Dun Vulan environs provided a useful geographical
zone for research into the three issues outlined above.
The machair survey had started in this area, between
Staoinebrig (Stoneybridge) to the north and Cill Donnain

(Kildonan) to the south, and had identified over 40 sites,
most of which are now dated. The excavations at the sites
of Cill Donnain IIT and I (see Chapter 10) provided a useful
starting point from which to investigate settlements in the
vicinity. The first sites to be investigated were the three
settlement mounds on Bornais machair (machair survey
sites 1-3, also known as mounds 1-3) that formed the
largest of a complex of Norse/Medieval sites in Bornais
(Sharples 2005). Thereafter, evaluations to the east of this
group, on the western fringe of the blacklands at Bornish
House and A Beinn na Mhic Aongheis (Hill of the Son of
Angus) identified Post-Medieval settlement remains on the
latter site (Chapter 16). Late Medieval remains were found
in 1995 at the Cille Donnain church site (Chapters 3 and
14), first identified as a Late Norse foundation in 1989 by
Fleming and Woolf (Fleming and Woolf 1992). Test-pitting
attempts to locate possible pagan Viking burial places at
Cnoca Breac (Staoinebrig) and Cill Donnain site 37 were
unsuccessful and revealed only natural features.

The prehistoric elements of the Dun Vulan environs were
revealed by the recovery of diagnostic pottery from machair
settlement mounds and by trial trenching in locations that
were either unforthcoming of dating evidence or were of
some promise. Zvelebil’s excavation of Cill Donnain III
uncovered a deeply buried layer with Earlier Bronze Age
Cordoned Urn pottery in 1991 (confirmed during coring in
2004; Parker Pearson and Seddon 2004; see Figure 20.14).
The machair survey also identified a number of Beaker-
period and second millennium BC settlement areas as
well as Iron Age activity in the area west of Cill Donnain
I, known as Sligeanach. In 1997 Sharples excavated a
series of test pits and trial trenches here and recovered a
Beaker cultivation soil as well as settlement remains of the
second and first millennia BC (see Chapter 11). The other
prehistoric site evaluated by test pitting and trial trenching
was the island ‘dun’ in Upper Loch Bornish, excavated by
Peter Marshall in 1997 (see Chapter 12) which may well
have started as a broch pre-dating Dun Vulan.

The Frobost, Aisgernis and Gearraidh Bhailteas
area

The area south of Cill Donnain also attracted further interest
beyond the machair survey and the Flora MacDonald
project. Plain Style pottery recovered from a sand quarry
on Frobost machair was evidence of Pictish Late Iron Age
occupation of a very large site whose extent was confirmed
by test pitting (see Chapter 13). Otherwise, the remainder of
evaluations and excavations were on sites of the historical
period. The most recent of these were of 19th—20th century
remains — a blackhouse at Frobost, excavated by Helen
Smith as part of her investigation into geochemical and
environmental characterization of formation processes,
and Jim Symonds and Anna Badcock’s excavations around
19th—20th-century Milton House.

Medieval and Post-Medieval settlement remains are
often difficult to locate given the scarcity of diagnostic
finds. However, some success has been achieved in this
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area. To the west of the Flora MacDonald birthplace site,
Symonds trial-trenched a small settlement of Late Medieval
and early Post-Medieval date at Gearraidh Bhailteas
(Garryvaltos), first identified in Fleming’s blackland survey
(see Chapters 3 and 15). A little further south on Aisgernis
machair, just east of the golf course, a north—south line of
mounds revealed Post-Medieval settlement activity (see
Chapter 13). During the project’s lifetime, the team received
considerable help on the history of South Uist from local
historian Gill MacLean and her husband Donald. Gill died
in 1998 before she was able to publish her research on the
Loch Aoineart area but the greater part of her manuscript is
included in this volume (Chapter 18 and part of Chapter 4),
with thanks to Comann Eachdraidh Uibhist a Deas (South
Uist Historical Society) for publication permission.

In the last ten years, a number of commercial archaeol-
ogical projects have recorded further sites in Uist and
Eriskay. ARCUS carried out survey and excavation in
advance of the North Uist—Berneray causeway (Downes and
Badcock 1998).3 Babtie carried out survey and excavations
in advance of the South Uist—Eriskay causeway (Johnston
and Dempsey 2000; Jacobs Babtie 2001) as well as on the
south coast at Ludag (SUAT 2006). Similar assessments
were also carried out in advance of water pipelines in South
Uist (Jacobs UK Ltd. 2004; Shaw 2008). After the hurricane
of January 2005, assessments of coastal erosion were
carried out for Historic Scotland by EASE archaeological
consultants (Moore and Wilson 2005; 2007; see Chapters
2 and 4). Other small excavations and assessments have
been primarily carried out by Kate MacDonald (now Uist
Archaeology; see Discovery and Excavation in Scotland
and CANMORE passim).

Conclusion

After over 20 years of research on South Uist, many of
the SEARCH project’s objectives have been met. Two
books aimed at a general audience (Parker Pearson et al.
2004; 2008) have already been published, as well as the
first four of eight technical monographs (Gilbertson ef al.
1996; Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999; Sharples 2005;
and this volume). The environmental background and
its impact on long-term habitation are better understood.
There is now something of an understanding of settlement
patterns and land use from the beginning of the Bronze
Age to the Clearances. Excavations have provided detailed
insights into domestic life and material circumstances
for key periods of the Bronze Age, Iron Age and later.
Several aspects of the initial research aims have not been
so successfully achieved. Evidence for a Mesolithic period
of occupation remains elusive. We still know far too little
about the Neolithic period. For the Beaker period, South
Uist and the Western Isles in general are one of the few
parts of Europe where houses and settlements survive in
good condition, yet there has been very little research into
these enigmatic Early Bronze Age dwellings in recent years.
Early and Middle Bronze Age settlements abound on the
machair and excavation of these fragile sites is urgently

required to gain some understanding of their inhabitants’
daily lives.

Notes

1 The place-name Loch Aoineart has multiple alternative spellings. The
2007 edition of the 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey Explorer map uses
Loch Aineort but that is not the correct South Uist Gaelic spelling
(pers. comms. from Uist residents, February 2011). We have chosen
the South Uist Gaelic spelling as the primary version used throughout
this volume, in order to privilege the local Gaelic in the literature; this
spelling may well be in danger of disappearing from use now that both
the O.S. map and the road signs have imposed a variant spelling. In
local usage the area is still often referred to in the form Locheynort.
See Appendix for further variant spellings.

2 Site reference numbers for machair sites used in all chapters of this
book refer to the site inventory in Chapter 2; Chapter 4 has an entirely
separate inventory for Loch Aoineart, with similar numbering.

3 All unpublished reports by ARCUS and the University of Sheffield
are available from the Department of Archaeology at the University
of Sheffield.
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Survey

2 The machair survey

Mike Parker Pearson

Summary

South Uist’s machair was surveyed primarily between
1993 and 1996, with further regular but brief visits until
2004 to update the site inventory. The survey area extends
from Cille Bhrighde in the extreme south of the island to
Baile Gharbhaidh at the north end of the island, a distance
of 35km (Figure 2.1)." Along this stretch, the width of the
machair varies between 300m and 2km, averaging about
one kilometre wide (Figure 1.2). RCAHMS records for
prehistoric and early historic settlement sites list only some
40 locations within this zone. The machair project has now
increased this number to 241 sites. More sites have been
identified along the seaward edge of the machair by a recent
coastal zone assessment survey though most of these date
to the last 300 years (Moore and Wilson 2005). Two of the
RCAHMS sites are misidentifications: the site at Orosay
[NF 730 173], described as a broch/dun, is actually a small
Late Neolithic settlement at An Doirlinn (Sharples 2005b;
NF7INW 5), whilst there is no trace of the supposed broch
at Dun Ruaidh [NF 739 219]. There is also now no trace
of two other sites recorded by the RCAHMS; Gearraidh
Bhailteas Site 79 and Dalabrog Site 157 have both been
entirely quarried away.>

There are two areas most responsive to field survey on
the machair:

e One is the section between Cill Donnain and
Staoinebrig, in the centre of the survey area (Figure
2.2). Here, where most of the surviving machair plain
has not been covered by dunes, some 53 sites have
been recognized. Along with a grouping of Early
Bronze Age settlement mounds in the Cill Donnain
area, the main settlement pattern is a set of clusters of
Iron Age to Viking Age settlement mounds within the
territory of each of the five townships in this region.
This pattern of Iron Age—Viking Age clusters gave rise
to the hypothesis of ‘proto-townships’; we suggest that
the system of land allotment amongst the townships is
essentially an Iron Age phenomenon which survived
substantially intact until the Clearances of the early
19th century (Parker Pearson 1996b).

e The second area producing remarkable results is
Machair Mheadhanach in the lochdar area, north of
the rocket range and west of Loch Bee. Here some 35
settlement sites, ranging in date from the Late Bronze
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Figure 2.1. Map of South Uist showing the six machair survey
zones
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Age to the early Post-Medieval period, are strung out
along a 2km line on a northwest—southeast axis (Figure
2.3). This multifocal pattern is very different from
other settlement patterns on South Uist but could be
argued to fit the ‘proto-township’ model.

There are two other notable concentrations of sites:

e  One is on the machair of Dalabrog and Cille Pheadair,
where a total of 20 sites have been discovered in an area
of 3 sq km (Figure 2.4). This density is all the more
remarkable given the large extent of dune incursion
onto the machair plain in this area. Within this zone
three key settlement sites, all well preserved, have
been excavated. These are the Kilpheder wheelhouse
(NF 7330 2031) of Middle Iron Age date (Lethbridge
1952), the Cladh Hallan roundhouses (NF 7310 2203)
of Early Iron Age date (Parker Pearson and Roper
1994; Mulville and Parker Pearson 1995; Atkinson
et al. 1996; Mulville and Parker Pearson 1997;
Parker Pearson et al. in prep.) and the Norse-period
house sequence at Cille Pheadair (Parker Pearson
et al. 1996; Brennand et al. 1997; Parker Pearson et
al. forthcoming).®> The most remarkable feature of

prehistoric settlement in this area is the 500m-long
string of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age settlements
west of the modern cemetery of Cladh Hallan. Many of
these buildings were damaged by stone-robbing in the
19th century to build the western walls of the modern
cemetery. Others, however, will remain well preserved
if inaccessible beneath the surrounding dunes.

e The final major concentration of sites is at Drimore
where a group of 14 settlement sites, of various dates,
are arranged in a south-southeast/north-northwest
line 750m long (Figure 2.5). Most of these sites were
identified in the 1950s during survey and excavation
in advance of the rocket range’s construction. The
Viking Age house (Site 103), the ‘hut circles’ (Site
104) and A’Cheardach Bheag wheelhouse (Site 110)
were excavated at that time (Fairhurst 1971; MacLaren
1974), as was A’Cheardach Mhor wheelhouse (Site
117), 320m to the north (Young and Richardson
1960).

Although the survey of the machair between 1993 and 1996
was intensive, it was not exhaustive: erosion, cultivation
and rabbit burrowing will have exposed some further sites
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Figure 2.3. Sites in the Machair Mheadhanach area

since that time and others will still remain invisible beneath
deep sand dunes. The results of this survey do indicate a
remarkable density of later prehistoric and early historic
settlements on the machair.

The pattern of hypothesised proto-townships throughout
the survey area (Parker Pearson 1996b) holds reasonably
well but there are gaps for each of the six ‘garry’ (gearraidh)
townships of South Uist. This suggests that these townships
might have formed in the Medieval period by sub-
division of larger units, and thus do not have prehistoric
predecessors. At Gearraidh Bhailteas (NF 735 265), a
Medieval to Post-Medieval settlement on the peatland
(‘blackland’) was surveyed by Fleming and trial-trenched
by Symonds (see Chapters 3 and 15, this volume). Another
Medieval peatland settlement is identified at Upper Bornish
(see Chapter 16; Marshall et al. 1996). There is a strong
possibility that most of the nucleated villages mapped by
William Bald in 1805 are located on earlier Post-Medieval
and even Medieval settlements. The patterns of Iron Age
proto-township clusters and of Post-Medieval settlements
on South Uist are definitely nucleated, in contrast to the

dispersed Post-Medieval settlement patterns claimed for the
Western Isles and Inner Hebrides as a whole (Dodgshon
1993).

The movement of settlement off the machair mainly
occurred in the post-Norse Medieval period. Excavations
of Mounds 1, 2 and 3 in the Bornais (Bornish) machair and
at Site 66, Cille Pheadair indicate that the process happened
at the end of the Norse period, probably in the 13th—14th
centuries (Brennand et al. 1997; Parker Pearson et al. 1996;
Sharples 2005a; Parker Pearson and Webster 1994; Sharples
et al. 1995). The only exceptions are Baghasdal, where
the machair settlement was abandoned only after 1805
(supposedly due to ‘machair fever’; Seumus MacDonald
pers. comm.), Aisgernis where the Medieval settlement is
on the edge of the machair, Machair Mheadhanach which
was deserted some time between 1654 and 1805, and a
settlement on the Dalabrog/Cille Pheadair (Kilpheder)
township boundary. The reasons for the earlier large-scale
abandonment of the machair in the 13th—14th centuries
are unknown.

In conclusion, the ‘proto-township’ model fits well
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the evidence of machair settlement. Nineteen townships
have Iron Age—Viking Age machair settlements in the
close vicinity of the Post-Medieval nucleated settlements.
Thirteen townships do not fit this pattern but 11 of these
suggest significant modifications to the model: six ‘shieling’
townships are of Medieval origin; three are Post-Medieval
foundations; and two are Medieval splittings-off of
‘daughter’ settlements.

Aims of the machair survey and management
project

Ever since the excavations of the Kilpheder wheelhouse
(Lethbridge 1952), and the rocket range sites at Drimore
(Young and Richardson 1960; Fairhurst 1971; MacLaren
1974), there has been an awareness of the potential of
the South Uist machair for preserving ancient settlement
remains. Intensive survey of earthwork and standing
remains in the blacklands and hills of Bornais, Cill Donnain
(Kildonan) and Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos or Milton)
townships by Fleming and Moreland for the SEARCH
project between 1989 and 1993 revealed a plethora of
later historic sites in addition to the Neolithic and Bronze

Age ceremonial and funerary monuments and the undated
island duns in these eastern areas. With the exception of a
few wheelhouses and souterrains in the eastern parts of the
island (including the exceptional remains of souterrains and
corbelled structures in Glen Uisinis), there is, however, little
evidence of later prehistoric and early historic settlement
in these areas of rough grazing and blanket bog. Instead,
the concentration of Early Bronze Age to Viking Age
settlement seems to have been along the thin machair strip
of the west coast.

Aprime aim of this project was to find new archaeological
sites along the machair strip. The RCAHMS records
document some 40 middens, settlements and wheelhouses
along the 35km of South Uist’s west coast (i.e. an average
density of one site per sq km since the machair strip is
about 1km in width). Some 241 sites are now recorded
on the machair and its environs, the majority of which
are settlement mounds of Viking or earlier date. This
highlights the inadequacy of earlier records, indicating that
site densities are actually much higher than the RCAHMS
records indicate, averaging around six sites per sq km and
reaching 15 per sq km in the lochdar complex.

A second aim was to evaluate the significance of the



16

Mike Parker Pearson

Atlantic

QOcean

[ T
.(:3 s
* 104 L
N 105 %106 e
107 i /
A Drimore
L
e -
7 @112

/ f

/ [ 2]

/
,” Stadhlaigearraidh
!

Smseabhal -
102 ,,’

Y
Verran Island = g N
g P Loch Rm d;?
@ A ‘\L - Pelghmn Nan Ao:rean T
2 3 km

Figure 2.5. Sites in the Drimore/Tobha Mor area

various surface scatters, middens, stone spreads and other
remains to find out which were settlement mounds with
buildings and deep stratified sequences as opposed to
more ephemeral activity areas. A programme of coring
was carried out on 40 sites within the Dun Vulan environs
(within an area of 5 sq km), supplemented by trial
excavation on three of them, to establish these points.

The third aim was to assess the vulnerability of
and damage to the sites in this fragile ecological zone.
Archaeological sites within the machair are more at risk
than any others, collectively, in the blackland or pasture.
The main threats are sea erosion, wind erosion, rabbit
disturbance, sand quarrying and ploughing.

The fourth aim was to establish ways in which the
management of selected archaeological sites may be

improved. It was hoped that there might be scope for
limiting the human impact of quarrying and ploughing
and for controlling the damage done by rabbits. However,
erosion by the wind and sea are less easy to deal with. The
rate of coastal erosion varies from up to 1 metre per year
at Cille Pheadair to 1 metre per decade at Ardvule. Whilst
sea defences were constructed at the Iron Age broch of Dun
Vulan at Ardvule in the mid 1990s, they have since been
largely breached by winter storm surges, causing damage
to the broch and its extramural deposits. Other sites, such
as Hornish Point Iron Age settlement (Barber 2003) and
Cille Pheadair Viking farmstead (Parker Pearson et al.
forthcoming), were excavated and recorded in advance
of destruction.
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Survey methods

Until 1993 the SEARCH project had been largely oblivious
to the wealth of sites surviving on the machair. Pilot
surveys in the spring and summer of that year revealed
that some sites survive to a height of up to 6m and others
are not visible earthworks at all. All can be recognized by
surface finds of shell, bone and pottery. Most importantly,
any surface spread of limpets, winkles and, in the areas of
Iochdar and south of Dalabrog, cockles is indicative of past
human habitation. Other sites such as ancient burial sites
are not detectable in this way; these have come to light only
from the reporting of chance finds over the years.

Sand exposures are caused by wind erosion, cultivation,
quarrying and particularly rabbit burrows. It is only in
these areas where the machair turf is broken that settlement
sites can be found. The only exception to this rule is the
recognition of artificial mounds in the machair plains where
there has been little or no sand drift or dune formation. Such
sites can be seen from hundreds of metres away but can
only be validated by discovery of shells, bone or sherds.
Another way of potentially identifying settlement sites is
by reference to place-names. The word sithean/sidhean
(fairies or the people of peace) is often associated with these
ancient sites but only in the Dalabrog/Cille Pheadair area.
Equally there are sithean place-names attached to natural
hillocks that appear to have little or no archaeological
significance.

Field survey consisted of walking the machair to look
for pottery, bone and shells in any and all sand exposures.
Only in areas where dunes are few (Ritchie’s machair surface
group 1; Ritchie 1979: 107—-10) are the identified sites likely
to form a significant portion of the total settlement record. It
now seems probable that most of the large settlements of later
prehistoric date on the machair have been identified; smaller
sites, especially those of the Early Bronze Age, may be less
well represented. Aerial photographs are of little use in this
terrain since the settlement mounds are indistinguishable
from dunes until they are visited on the ground. The only
useful application of aerial photography has been to plot
some of the mounds in the Machair Mheadhanach area
of lochdar; in this instance they have been distinguished
from the air, subsequent to ground survey, as a long line
of mounds on the black and white vertical APs taken by
the 1987-1988 SDD Central Research Unit (May 1987; 04
87 160, 04 87 161, 04 87 125).

In the first stage of the survey, the sites in the environs
of Dun Vulan were plotted using an EDM. In greater detail,
Bornais Mounds 1, 2 and 3 and the Cill Donnain Early
Bronze Age settlements have now been contour surveyed,
resistivity surveyed and magnetometer surveyed (Hamilton
in Sharples 1996). Elsewhere, sites were plotted using a
GPS (Magellan 2500) or by relating to nearby landmarks
indicated on the Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 maps. During
the 1990s the GPS was not reliably accurate to more than
six-figure grid references.

Basic details of site size, location, character, land use,
and finds have been recorded for each site. These are listed
in the site inventory at the end of this chapter.

The machair environment

The machair plain of South Uist’s west coast is a remarkable
geomorphological landform of calcareous sand (Ritchie
1966; 1967; 1976; 1979; Crawford and Switsur 1977,
Gilbertson et al. 1996; 1999). Today the machair provides
some of the best soils in South Uist even though they require
regular fertilizers and fallow periods, and are graded only
Class 3 in land use capability (Glentworth 1979). The
machair’s origin was first considered to date from around
3000 cal BC, based on results from excavations at Northton
on Harris (Ritchie 1979: 116; Simpson et al. 2006). At that
time, Ritchie suggested that sand deposition might have
begun as early as 3750 BC with major deposition from
2500 to 1500 BC (1979: 115-17). He thought that there
had then been a phase of redeposition in the higher inland
areas (the Udal, Northton and Rosinish) until the Iron
Age, with the coastal dunes being deflated to form low,
flat machair plains. During and just after the Iron Age, he
saw a considerable number of short periods of stability
alternating with erosion and redeposition. Ritchie’s period
of primary deposition was from 3000 cal BC to 2500
cal BC, followed by stabilization in the Beaker period
(2500-1500 cal BC), followed by inland redeposition in
the period 1500-600 cal BC.

The origin of the coastal machair plain has been studied
and subsequently reassessed by programmes of sampling
of organic deposits in relation to machair sand formation.
In 1997 the late John Evans of Cardiff University cored
Loch a’ Gearraidh Dhuibh at Cille Pheadair, 800m east of
the Norse settlement. At the base of a 2m depth of machair
sand, he recovered a 0.50m column of peat, below which
was another 0.50m column of lake silts on top of bedrock.
Cockle shells have been found in this machair sand (Seumus
MacDonald pers. comm.), indicating that this loch was open
to the sea at some time in the past. The presence of cockle
shells on settlement sites of the Late Bronze Age to Iron
Age in the vicinity (Lethbridge 1952: 182; Atkinson ef al.
1996) and their absence on the Viking Age site probably
reflects a change in cockle availability rather than a cultural
change since cockles are present in lochdar on other Viking
sites. Thus we think that the cockle beds in this loch might
have disappeared between AD 200 and 800.

More recently, Edwards et al. (2005) have discovered
that machair sand began to form at Borve (Bhuirgh) in
Benbecula and Kallin on Grimsay from at least the mid-
eighth millennium BP (c¢. 5500 BC; see also Ritchie 1985;
Ritchie and Whittington 1994). Since Kallin is on the
east coast, protected from the transgression of machair
sand originating along the Atlantic west coast, machair
developed there with little lateral movement or coastal
erosion of the kind so prominent on the west coast.
High levels of charcoal in profiles at Kallin in the mid
to late third millennium BC are interpreted as evidence
of Neolithic burning which, together with grazing, may
have destabilized the machair grassland, leading to large-
scale erosion and accelerated sand movement (ibid.: 447).
Edwards ef al. also suggest that charcoal concentrations
in the fifth millennium BC may be due to similar burning
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Figure 2.6. Sites in the Cill Donnain/Aisgernis area

episodes by hunter-gatherers, which also caused deflation
and sand movement (ibid.).

The complete absence of Mesolithic and Neolithic
settlement sites on the machair shows that it had not
stabilized until the end of the third millennium BC. It
appears that the machair was not present during the
Middle Neolithic. The Middle Neolithic settlement at An
Doirlinn, Orosay, is composed of acidic brown/black soil.
Dating probably to the first half of the third millennium
BC (on the basis of its ceramic styles; Sharples 2005b), its
occupation deposits formed prior to the arrival of machair
sand along this section of the west coast, providing a brief
window for machair formation between about 3000 BC
and 2400 BC.

The Beaker period and Middle Bronze Age settlements
at Cill Donnain and Machair Mheadhanach indicate that
part of the machair had already become a stable, low flat
plain prior to Ritchie’s post-Beaker deflation. Although the
Cill Donnain, Cladh Hallan and Machair Mheadhanach
sites are the only ones securely dated to this phase, others
are suspected (Sites 123-124 at Geirinis and a site at
Cladh Hallan found by Lethbridge but not subsequently
pinpointed by this survey). Our finding of large Late Bronze

Age/Early Iron Age settlements at Cladh Hallan (Sites
54-56 and 58) and Iochdar (Sites 136, 152, 154), amongst
others, indicates definitively that the low machair plain
had formed by 1000 BC. Dunes were, however, present
within the LBA settlement at Cladh Hallan, as revealed
by the uneven prehistoric ground surface (Parker Pearson
et al. 2004).

The instability of the machair until recent times is
documented in various 17th—19th century sources (Ritchie
1979: 118-19). Perhaps the major period of settlement
abandonment on the machair, after the Norse period (during
the 13th to 14th centuries), that we have identified, results
from a short but intense period of machair instability,
possibly enhanced by a climatic downturn also affecting
harvests.

Ritchie identifies three groups of machair surfaces
(1979: 107-10):

1. Hilly, hillocky, hillside and steeply sloping;

2. Plain surfaces with higher areas landwards that are
often demarcated by an escarpment feature;

3. Plain surfaces that are generally level or slope slightly
landwards and terminate in marsh or loch or, more
rarely, a rock- or till-covered surface.
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Figure 2.7. Sites in the Cille Bhrighde area

We may categorize the strips of South Uist machair into
these three groups thus:

1. Leth Meadhanach; north of Cille Pheadair as far
as Gearraidh Bhailteas; south Cill Donnain; Lower
Bornish (low hillocks); Sniseabhal; Dreumasadal;
Groigearraidh to south Geirinis (mainly low hillocks);
north Geirinis to the northern rocket range road (low
hillocks); Aird a Mhachair to Baile Gharbhaidh.
Cille Bhrighde; Ormacleit; Tobha Mor (Howmore or
Tobhta Mhor); Dreumasadal; south Geirinis.
Smercleit to Gearraidh na Monadh; Baghasdal to south
Cille Pheadair; north Gearraidh Bhailteas; north Cill
Donnain to Ormacleit; Ormacleit to Peighinn nan
Aoireann; Tobha Beag (Howbeg or Tobhta Bheag);
Stadhlaigearraidh to Groigearraidh; Geirinis to Aird
a Mhachair.

Naturally, the different types of terrain have implications
for field survey. Group 3 (flat plain) are the easiest to
fieldwalk, and they form the survey areas where site
identification should be most representative. The areas of
low hillocks (part of Group 1) also rate highly in recovery
terms, provided that the areas have large populations of
rabbits (as was the case). Lower down the scale of recovery
representativity is Group 2, since sites may be buried
under the sand escarpment. Finally the areas of high sand
hills are the most difficult though they can be surprisingly
productive given the extensive rabbit burrowing. Even
in the most densely dune-covered area (Cille Pheadair
to Cladh Hallan) we have recovered a high density of
settlement sites.

The survey areas along the machair

South Uist and Eriskay were surveyed in six blocks
commencing with the Dun Vulan environs (Cill Donnain
to Staoinebrig) in 1993 and 1994 (Figure 2.2). In 1995 the
three blocks to the south were first surveyed, the northern
one between Gearraidh Bhailteas and Gearraidh Sheile
(Figure 2.6) and the southern ones between Dalabrog and
Cille Bhrighde (Figures 2.4 and 2.7). In 1996 the two blocks
to the north of the Dun Vulan area were first surveyed,
the southern one between Peighinn nan Aoireann and
Groigearraidh (Figure 2.5) and the northern one between
Drimore and Iochdar (Figure 2.3). Eriskay’s machair was
surveyed in 1997 (Figure 2.8). Most of the prospection was
done alone at weekends or with one or two other people.
Since 1993 many sites have been revisited to collect
potentially dateable pottery and other diagnostic artefacts.
Even today, the programme is not complete and further
visits will need to be made for years to come.

In all, 241 archaeological sites have been recorded on the
machair or immediately inland from it. A tiny proportion
were logged by earlier researchers but most sites described
in the early literature were not re-located during this survey.
The number of sites found represents almost a tenfold
increase in the number of sites previously known according
to RCAHMS records. The vast majority of these new-found
sites are settlements, ranging in date from the Early Bronze
Age to the 19th century. Of course, many of these ‘new’
sites have been known to local crofters for many years but
have simply not been recorded or mapped.
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The Dun Vulan environs

This locality is well suited for archaeological survey, since
it supports a large rabbit population and is relatively clear
of deep sand accumulations. The main areas of dunes are
the coastal dune front and three clusters of sand hills, one
in Lower Bornish machair, one west of Loch Bornish and
the largest on the Cill Donnain machair. This survey zone
stretches Skm from Staoinebrig township in the north to Cill
Donnain in the south, including the townships of Ormacleit,
Lower Bornish and Upper Bornish. The principal landscape
feature of this zone is the promontory of Ardvule, on which
Dun Vulan is located. Other archaeological sites on Ardvule
are a 19th-century kelpers’ village (Site 91), three suspected
crannog sites, a supposed stone four-poster (unlocated,
Burl 1988), two settlement mounds (Sites 92 and 93) and
a suspected cairn (underneath the trig point).

Archaeological finds have been made on the machair of
Upper Bornish for many years and include an undated stone
enclosure and a bronze Late Iron Age mushroom-headed
pin, found in 1963 by Coinneach Maclean. He also found
a small group of bronze items nearby on Cill Donnain
machair around NF 727 283 (NF72NW 15). The Cill
Donnain (Kildonan) wheelhouse site (Site 85 also known as
Cill Donnain III), excavated by the University of Sheffield
in 1989-1991 (Zvelebil 1989; 1990; 1991), the nearby
standing stone on Cill Donnain machair, and two nearby
sites (Sites 86 and 87, also known as Cill Donnain I and
II; see Chapter 10) have also been known about for many
years. Other known or suspected sites on the blacklands
just off the machair are: a standing stone at Cnoca Breac;
an island broch, Dun Altabrug, at Peighinn nan Aoireann; a
suspected broch, Dun nan Gallan, at Staoinebrig (of which
there is no trace under a modern farmstead;); Ormacleit
House and Castle (some walls of which are still standing
after it was gutted by fire in 1716); a possible dun or
crannog on Loch Ceann a’ Bhaigh at Ormacleit; Post-
Medieval crofts east of St Mary’s Church, Upper Bornish;
the Clearance village of Upper Bornish; an island dun in
Upper Loch Bornish (see Chapter 12); and the site of the
church of Cille Donnain and associated settlement (Site
82; Fleming and Woolf 1992; see Chapters 3 and 14) on a
promontory and island in Loch Chill Donnain.*

There are now some 54 settlement sites located on this
part of the machair. They range in date from the Early
Bronze Age to the Viking period. Some, particularly those
of earlier date, are low and small. Others are extremely
large mounds, reaching over 6m in height and over 50m
in diameter. A programme of coring was carried out in
1994 to assess the depths of deposits within some of
these mounds and to ascertain whether they were deeply
stratified, long-lived settlements or relatively thin midden
deposits stratified within deep layers of windblown sand.
Unfortunately, it was not particularly successful since the
corer hit stones within many of the mounds. Sites cored
were 2, 5, 6, 7,9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22,23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,
43 and 85.

We can divide the archaeological sites into seven

chronological groups on the basis of their ceramics (see
also Campbell 2002):

Early Bronze Age (¢.2500-1500 BC);

Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age (¢.1200-100 BC);
Middle Iron Age (c.100 BC-AD 400);

earlier Late Iron Age (c.AD 400-800);

Viking Age or Norse period (AD 800—1250);

Late Medieval (AD 1250-1500);

Post-Medieval (AD 1500-1700).

Gearraidh Bhailteas, Frobost, Aisgernis and
Gearraidh Sheile townships

Only 10 settlement sites are known from this Skm strip
of machair. This area is covered by large expanses of
dunes and the area around Aisgernis golf course is kept
relatively free of rabbits. Whilst sites in this zone are
generally either obscured or relatively undisturbed, one
of the three settlement mounds in Frobost (Site 45) has
a large sand blow-out in its centre and was damaged in
1995 by unrecorded digging into its deep midden layers
(see Chapter 13). This was further compounded by the
mechanical excavation in May 1996 of a large hole, 2m
deep and 10m in diameter, into this Early Iron Age site,
partially destroying a probable roundhouse and associated
midden.

On the machair track at Gearraidh Bhailteas there is a
small, undated midden (Site 78). Another undated midden
site is recorded by RCAHMS at NF 728 272 (Site 79) but
it has been entirely destroyed by sand extraction. Two large
settlement mounds lie adjacent to each other in Frobost
(Sites 45 and 46) and may be parts of the same complex
(see Chapter 13). The western mound may be of the same
date as the badly damaged Late Iron Age eastern mound.
A smaller settlement mound, dating to the Middle Iron Age
(Site 47), lies to the south of these.

On the Aisgernis machair an unlocated site is reported
as having produced a brooch (NF72SW 12). This may well
have come from one of Sites 48, 96 and 97, a complex
of three settlement mounds either side of the present road
between the golf course and the estate office (see Chapter
13). The largest of these, the ‘Hill of the Old Kiln’ (Site
48), has produced pottery which may date to the Norse
and Medieval periods. Its low, spread-out form is the
result of its levelling earlier this century. To its southeast
are waterlogged deposits containing shells. To the north,
test trenches into Site 96 produced Middle Iron Age and
Medieval pottery whilst Site 97 may be of the same date or
later (Raven 2005: 477). To the east of Site 96 is a fallen
standing stone (Site 95) which has been moved from its
original location. The stone is marked with a pecked groove
around one end (Parker Pearson et al. 2004: fig. 24). A
grassy knoll on the edge of the peatland has apparently
yielded limpet and winkle shells (Site 156) and may be
the site of Medieval/Post-Medieval Aisgernis.

There are other archaeological sites inland: known or
suspected island duns in Loch Cnoc a’ Buidhe, Loch Eilean
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an Staoir, Loch an Eilein and Loch an Duin. Northeast
of Milton House are the remains of Gearraidh Bhailteas,
a Late Medieval settlement surveyed by Fleming for the
SEARCH project and later excavated (see Chapter 15).
In the uplands to the east, the prehistoric remains include
two chambered cairns (Reineval and Barp Frobost), a hut
circle near Reineval, an unusual wheelhouse-like stone
setting, and a large number of shielings including ‘Bonnie
Prince Charlie’s Shieling’ (see Chapter 7). There is also
a stone circle reported by Mary Harman from the hills
east of Aisgernis. The presence of prehistoric ceremonial
monuments in the adjacent uplands may indicate Neolithic
and Early Bronze Age occupation sites on the machair,
either hidden beneath dunes or washed away by the sea,
or on the blacklands, obscured by later cultivation.

Finally, there is an oral tradition that South Frobost
was the farmstead of a rapacious Viking overlord named
Thorfinn (Neil MacMillan pers. comm.). Both Frobost and
Aisgernis have large Norse-period machair settlements
immediately adjacent to their Post-Medieval successors. In
contrast, there is no such pattern for Gearraidh Bhailteas
and Gearraidh Sheile.

The Cladh Hallan, Dalabrog and Cille Pheadair
area

Within the 3km-long machair strip of Dalabrog and Cille
Pheadair there is an unusual density of 23 identified
settlement sites. This is all the more extraordinary given
that the area is densely covered in dunes. There are three

reasons as to why so many archaeological sites have been
found here:

e Since the excavation of the Kilpheder wheelhouse in
1951 (Lethbridge 1952) there has been an interest in
documenting sites in this area.

e Secondly, the area supports a very dense rabbit
population, whose burrow scrapes cover the grass-
land.

e  Thirdly, this area is also affected by human disturbance,
notably by sand quarrying around Cladh Hallan and
by cultivation of fields on the machair.

Amongst the relatively few archaeological sites known in
the blacklands and hills of these two townships, there is
a chambered cairn east of Dalabrog (in association with
an Iron Age wheelhouse) and a dun, Sgeir Ghlas, on Loch
nam Faoileann.

Sites of the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age,
Middle Iron Age and Viking period are particularly well
represented on the Cladh Hallan/Cille Pheadair machair.
Amongst the undated sites are two short stretches of field
wall exposed on the beach (Site 65). The walls are built
with two faces of rough drystone walling, about 1m apart
and leaning in to each other.

Baghasdal, Leth Meadhanach, Gearraidh Na
Monadh, Smercleit and Cille Bhrighde townships

The machair strip is at its narrowest along this 6km-long
belt and many archaeological sites might have been
destroyed by the sea. There are also pockets of dunes north
of the Abhainn Mhor stream and south of Cille Pheadair. An
additional difficulty in reconnaissance is the low population
of rabbits in this area which is divided up into narrow
crofting strips about 50—-70m wide. One possible settlement
site is a pair of undisturbed mound-like dunes in Baghasdal
(NF 7342 1868) whilst, just inside the northern boundary
of Baghasdal, there is a concentration of stones (Site 94)
that included a ‘lintel” ploughed up over 30 years ago; the
absence of shells indicates that this was not a settlement
but may be the remains of cairns.

The only concentration of machair sites is at Baghasdal,
either side of the township boundary between Baghasdal
and Leth Meadhanach. The most obvious are two large,
artificial mounds (Sites 69 and 70). The latter has the
remains of a chapel and graveyard on top but has all the
appearances of an ancient settlement mound. The other,
immediately to its northeast, is undated but has produced
midden material. Flat sites to their north (Sites 67 and
68) and to the south (Site 71) have also produced midden
material but only one (Site 68) has produced any pottery,
two Post-Medieval sherds. Further south, Site 72 is partly
buried in a dune. It may be the same site as the midden
mound with human remains (NF 737 170) recorded in
Leth Meadhanach by RCAHMS. The dun recorded by
RCAHMS, An Doirlinn, on the causeway to Orosay, to
the east, is an eroding Neolithic settlement and not an
Iron Age broch (Sharples 2005b), having been stripped
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of its vegetation by the storm of 2005 (Moore and Wilson
2005: site SU22). The concentrations here (Sites 67—70
and Site 72) correspond closely to the communities marked
on Bald’s 1805 map. The Baghasdal settlement remained
on this spot (presumably on one of the two large mounds)
until after 1805. The Leth Meadhanach settlement of 1805
is marked on the map as being on the edge of the peatland
just east of Site 72.

The only other sites on the coast are two settlement
mounds at Smercleit, recalled by Mrs MacAulay, and
the RCAHMS record of a group of stone-lined graves
with crouched skeletons, eroding out of the sands just
above the high tide mark on the south side of Ceann a’
Gharaidh (RCAHMS 1928: 119). The settlement mounds
are under grass and undisturbed; there is some pottery
and shell from where the ground is broken. One of them
(Site 74) apparently produced a bone/antler comb. There
is a settlement mound in Cille Bhrighde (Site 98) that has
also produced undiagnostic pottery. About 500m northwest
of it, a standing stone, the Poll a’Charra, is supposed to
have stood originally on the site of the Polochar Inn and
was reputedly moved and re-erected in its present position
when the inn was built. Remains of a Middle Iron Age
inhumation (dating to AD 250-390), eroding onto the
beach, were found at NF 7504 1428 in 2005 (NF71NE 31;
the grid reference and parish on CANMORE are incorrect).
A final coastal site (Site 77), on rocks at Cille Bhrighde,
produced a Post-Medieval rim sherd but no other finds.
It lies about 150m from the site of the church of Cille
Bhrighde (Site 76) where a human burial was found by
Patrick Morrison.

Inland from the machair, three duns are recorded in Loch
Dun na Cille: Dun na Killie, Eilean Chreamh and Dun an
Duichal. There is another at Loch an Duin (Site 73) and
a possible 17th-century settlement in Loch a Bhruga or
Loch Aiseabhat. Further inland, the so-called Dun Trossary
(Trosaraidh) is in fact a Neolithic chambered cairn.

Peighinn Nan Aoireann, Sniseabhal, Tobha Beag,
Tobha Mor, Dreumasadal, Stadhlaigearraidh and
Groigearraidh townships

The stretch of machair between Staoinebrig and Howmore
(Tobha Mor) is remarkably empty of archaeological sites.
The only one located (Site 102) is a settlement spread
of 19th-century date. A possible explanation is that the
observed absence is a real one; Peighinn nan Aoireann,
Sniseabhal and Totahur townships are not marked or
named on the late 16th-century Pont map nor on the 1654
Blaue map, whilst Tobha Beag (Howbeg) might have been
a Medieval offshoot of Tobha Mor, given the absence of
pre-Medieval sites on Tobha Beag machair and its name
as the diminutive of the pair. The machair strip is very
narrow or non-existent in this stretch which may help to
explain this absence of sites.

Between Tobha Mor and Drimore there is a regular
spacing of mound clusters about 1km apart. The modern
church at Tobha Mor is located on a large mound (Site 174),

part of which was also destroyed when the new carpark was
built. To the north is another mound (Site 173), reputedly
the site of wheelhouses (Gill MacLean pers. comm.). A
large mound 100m southeast of the church may be another.
About 800m to the northwest, on the north side of the Tobha
Mor/Dreumasadal township boundary, is another pair of
large settlement mounds (Sites 99 and 175). Site 175, with
Early and Middle Iron Age pottery, has stone walls exposed
and is suffering from wind erosion.

One kilometre to the north is the large Middle Iron
Age mound of A’Cheardach (‘the smithy’; Site 100) on
Stadhlaigearraidh machair. The next group to the north,
on Groigearraidh machair, is formed of two low mounds
(Sites 121 and 122) and a small but steep mound, with much
pottery (Site 120), which is probably Medieval. The only
other sites in this strip are small spreads of 19th-century
material (Sites 119 and 101).

Drimore, Geirinis and lochdar

In 1805 this area was composed of nine townships but has
since been dramatically reorganized (Caird 1979). I have
chosen to retain the 1805 township names and divisions:
Drimore, Gearraidhfleugh, Cille Bhanain (Kilivanan),
Geirinis (West Gerinish), Machair Mheadhanach, Aird
a Mhachair (Ardivachar), Cill Amhlaidh (Kilauley),
Lionacuidhe (Linique) and Baile Gharbhaidh (Balgarva).

The Drimore machair has been known since the 1950s
to contain a large number of archaeological sites, three of
which were excavated in advance of the rocket range (Site
110 — Fairhurst 1971; Site 103 — MacLaren 1974; Site 104
—unpublished excavations by Jack Scott). We have located
14 sites (Sites 103—116) within a 750m stretch (NF74SE
11). All but two (Site 111 and Site 105 [a group of large
stones]) are settlement sites but none have produced
diagnostic pottery or dateable finds other than the Viking
Age house (Site 103), the Iron Age ‘hut circles’ (Site 104)
and the Middle Iron Age wheelhouse of A’Cheardach Bheag
(Site 110; Fairhurst 1971). The north—south linearity of
this group is remarkable and does not seem to refer to any
visible feature; it may relate to a former prehistoric land
boundary. At the south end of this group are four small
aceramic sites (Sites 113—116).

North of the Drimore group is the lone Middle Iron
Age wheelhouse, A Cheardach Mhor (Site 117; Young
and Richardson 1960), on the 1805 boundary between
Drimore and Gearraidhfleugh. Otherwise, there is no trace
of any sites within the machair of the former township of
Gearraidhfleugh. Within the next township to the north, the
former township of Cille Bhanain, there is a single large
Middle Iron Age settlement mound (Site 118). Inland from
this, on the peatland ridge, there are two settlement mounds
(Sites 171-172), one of which (Site 171) has pottery which
is probably Medieval. This is the site of ‘Kilivanan’ marked
on the 1805 map and most likely the location of ‘Kilvanen’
named on the 1654 map. There are no settlements on Geirinis
machair other than two small mounds (Sites 123—124) with
quartz artefacts that may indicate a Bronze Age date. It is
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very possible that any large mounds were destroyed without
record by the construction of the rocket range.

The most remarkable group of settlement mounds on
South Uist is found in the next former township to the north,
Machair Mheadhanach. Here some 35 settlement sites are
located along a 2km-long strip, aligned on a northwest—
southeast axis (some of these are recorded on CANMORE
as NF74SW 1 [lochdar]). As with the Drimore sites, there
is no visible topographic feature to explain this alignment
and we may speculate that it relates to former land division.
The sites range in size from small mounds less than 5Sm
in diameter to one mound 3m high and 80m in diameter.
They date from the Late Bronze Age through to the Norse
period and into the early Post-Medieval period. Not only
is Machair Mheadhanach (‘Machribeanach’) marked as a
settlement on Blaue’s 1654 map and named as ‘the mayne
land of the mid countrey callit Mackermeanache’ in 1549
(Monro 1549 [1934: 511]), but John Raven’s excavations
have also confirmed settlement continuing into this later
period (2005: 482-4).

It is already apparent that this dense population was
a multifocal settlement group and we may be able to
unravel three or more settlement clusters within it. The
northernmost group strays into Aird a Mhachair (Sites
153-154, 160, 166—169) and may be linked with that
township rather than with Machair Mheadhanach. At least
one of the Machair Mheadhanach mounds (NF74NW
1) was demolished in the late 1970s, so this impressive
mound cluster was once larger than it is today. Finds from
the demolition included at least one sherd of Norse-period
platter ware (Godden and Godden 1980).

The original four townships of lochdar were Aird
a Mhachair, Cill Amhlaidh, Lionacuidhe and Baile
Gharbhaidh. Each has a large mound or cluster of mounds:
Aird a Mhachair has Sites 166—168;° Cill Amhlaidh has Sites
164—165 and possibly four others to their east; Lionacuidhe
has one large mound, Site 163; and Baile Gharbhaidh has a
pair of large mounds at Hornish Point (Site 158), the westerly
of which has been partially excavated to reveal wheelhouse
structures and Middle Iron Age occupation (Barber 2003).
The other prehistoric site in Baile Gharbhaidh is a souterrain
(Site 159) on the promontory east of Hornish Point. There is
no evidence of substantial occupation debris in association
and thus this structure was probably not in association
with an Iron Age house or settlement. The remaining sites
in the Tochdar townships (Sites 160—162 and 170) are all
19th-century occupation spreads.

Eriskay

There is only a small strip of machair along Eriskay’s west
coast. It is largely uncultivated and thus settlement sites are
only visible in rabbit scrapes and erosion scars or as a result
of human disturbance. The two recorded settlement sites are
easily identifiable as prominent mounds. Unfortunately one
is under the old cemetery (Site 200) and the other (Site 199)
is being encroached upon by the new graveyard. The former
is, as a result, badly damaged (at least its top 2m). The

height of these mounds suggests that they may comprise
multi-period sequences spanning a millennium or more.
Whether they are of different periods is unknown. The only
other site is a small eroded stone setting, probably an Early
Bronze Age ring cairn (Site 201). As such, it is the only
stone monument in this survey from a machair setting as
opposed to being located on peatland. CANMORE records
a further site at NF 7828 1133 (NF71SE 2).

The archaeological sequence

Early to Middle Bronze Age settlements

With no Neolithic sites yet discovered on the machair
(Figure 2.9), its archaeological sequence begins with the
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Figure 2.10. Early Bronze Age sites on South Uist

Beaker period. There are three locations on South Uist’s
machair where Early Bronze Age settlement remains have
been found (Figure 2.10):

e The first to be discovered was a site at Cladh Hallan,
the burial ground northwest of Dalabrog, located in
the early 1950s by T.C. Lethbridge. Unfortunately,
there is no record of its precise position other than
‘just beneath the modern ... graveyard’ (Lethbridge
1954: 180-1).

e The second group was found in the late 1950s during
the Ministry of Works survey prior to construction of
the rocket range (MOW site numbers 3, 4, 5 and 6).

e The third group on Cill Donnain machair consists

of seven scatters in the area known as Sligeanach
(“shelly’) and is described in Chapter 11.

The only likely burial cairn of the Early Bronze Age period
on the machair is a single eroded kerbed cairn on Eriskay
(Site 201). Although such burial sites are known on the
machair of Lewis at Uig Sands and at Cnip (Close-Brooks
1995), the blacklands and the edge of the moorland appear
to be their preferred locations on South Uist. Further
evidence of Early Bronze Age settlement identified on
South Uist, is the small settlement mound beneath the
Cill Donnain wheelhouse (Site 85) containing sherds
from cordoned bucket-shaped vessels (Parker Pearson and
Seddon 2004).

Other settlement sites of the Beaker period and Early
Bronze Age are also known on the machair of North Uist,
Benbecula, Lewis and Harris (Armit 1996; Gibson 1982;
Crawford 1986; Shepherd 1976; Shepherd and Tuckwell
1977), as well as on the south coast of South Uist at Gortan
(NF 804 143) near Ludag (Gibson 1982: 161).

The Cill Donnain group

Certainly four (Sites 17, 18, 87, 176) and probably seven
sites (also Sites 19-21) can be dated to the Early Bronze
Age. Cill Donnain I (Site 87) was trial trenched in 1988
by Linda Kennedy Allen (1988) and is associated with
radiocarbon dates on carbonized seeds of 3710+80 BP
(OxA-3353) and 3560+£80 BP (OxA-3354), along with
surface finds of two barbed-and-tanged flint arrowheads,
four thumbnail scrapers, a fragment of battle-axe, a bone
point, and Beaker and other Early Bronze Age pottery (see
Chapter 10). The curved stone walls of one, and probably
two other, small Early Bronze Age houses are currently
visible on the surface. Sherds of Beaker ware and EBA
decorated coarse wares have been found on Sites 17 and
18. Other sites likely to be of the same date or earlier are
two small, shallow spreads (Sites 21 and 176); Site 21 has
produced a flake from an igneous rock. Other sites possibly
within this date range are Sites 19 and 20. As mentioned
above, beneath the Cill Donnain III wheelhouse (Site 85)
there is a partially excavated deposit of cordoned vessels
of earlier Bronze Age type.

The Machair Mheadhanach group

A group of three certain (Sites 182—184) and five probable
Early Bronze Age settlement sites (Sites 177-179, 181 and
185) are located on the machair on both sides of a small
stream flowing westwards into the sea on the division
between Geirinis and Machair Mheadhanach, south of
Iochdar. These sites are situated immediately south of the
present-day rifle range within the rocket range. Another
two sites (123 and 124) are probably also of this date
and are located 500m to the southeast. The main complex
(Sites 177-179, 181-185) may be best understood as a
single settlement area extending 150m east—west and 120m
north—south. Although there are exposed stones, these need
not have derived from structures associated with the midden
debris. The Beaker pottery from Sites 182 and 184 is finely
decorated with horizontal incisions (see Chapter 10).



The Cladh Hallan site

A single Sutton-type tanged
arrowhead was found during
excavations in 1997 at Site 55
at Cladh Hallan, immediately
west of the modern graveyard
(Mulville and Parker Pearson
1997). Although it comes
from a Late Bronze Age
midden, this stone arrowhead
is of a type which dates to
the Early Bronze Age. No
other material of this period
has been found in the area in
recent years but Lethbridge
discovered a probable EBA
settlement here in the early
1950s. He notes ‘...one of
these [sites], just beneath the
modern Daliburgh graveyard,
belonged to the earliest
Bronze Age. Here barbed and
tanged arrow-heads of flint,
minute thumb scrapers and
microlithic barbs lay about
in profusion.’ (1954: 180-1).
Unfortunately, although the
area around the graveyard has
been fieldwalked intensively
on many occasions, this site
has not since been relocated
but, on the evidence of the
other two complexes, it
probably lies topographically
below the graveyard on its
west side, to the west of
later settlement remains,
and is perhaps Site 215.
Alternatively, it is literally
beneath the graveyard (within
the original enclosure, in
existence in the 1950s, or in
the more recent extension).

Late Bronze Age — Early
Iron Age settlements

Although settlement sites
of this period were virtually
unknown on the machair of the
Western Isles at the beginning
of the survey, they are now
known at 18 locations on
South Uist (Figure 2.11). The
coarse, plain, thick-rimmed
pottery with large inclusions
that is so characteristic of this
period is easily recognizable.

2 The machair survey 25

LATE BRONZE AGE

OR

EARLY IRON AGE

@ Settlement

Sound of Eriskay

-7

Figure 2.11. Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age sites on South Ulst



26 Mike Parker Pearson

It has been found during excavations under Dun Vulan (Site
0; Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999), at Cladh Hallan
(Parker Pearson and Roper 1994; Mulville and Parker
Pearson 1995; 1997; Atkinson ef al. 1996) and at Hornish
Point (Barber 2003). Elsewhere in the Western Isles, Late
Bronze Age—Early Iron Age levels have been recorded at
the Udal (Crawford 1986; Selkirk 1996) and at Baile Sear
and Balelone (Barber 2003) on North Uist and Benbecula,
and at Cnip and Loch Bharabhat on Lewis (Harding and
Armit 1990).

There are three areas of South Uist where settlement
sites of this period are found. These are on the central
machair strip between Frobost and Drimore, and close
to the Early Bronze Age secttlement areas in Machair
Mheadhanach and at Cladh Hallan. Large concentrations
of fire-cracked cobbles should be clear indications of sites
of this period but none have been found during survey.
No burnt mounds are known either. Instead, the LBA/EIA
machair settlements make a strong impression on account
of their size, with many of the mounds being amongst the
largest of any on South Uist. This is especially striking
when viewed in comparison with the virtually flat sites of
the Early Bronze Age. Their size and height suggest not
only a much greater permanence to their inhabitation but
also processes of midden accumulation, piling up refuse
on and around the settlement.

Dun Vulan environs

Within the Dun Vulan environs, five machair sites other
than that under Dun Vulan can be dated to this phase. Two
are relatively large mounds at Staoinebrig (Sites 29 and
30) and another is a small mound at Ormacleit (Site10).
On Cill Donnain machair there is one LBA/EIA settlement
mound (Site 25) and a pit of LBA/EIA sherds dug into
Site 17. To the south, two large mounds (Sites 45 and 46)
at Frobost date to this period as does a small mound at
Drimore (Site 113). Other likely settlements of this period
may lie within the bases of very high settlement mounds
(Sites 9 and 15) in Bornais. Since Middle Iron Age pottery
came from the top 2m of these Sm—6m high mounds, their
basal layers probably date to this earlier period in the same
way as the lower layers of the South Mound at the Udal.
Another settlement of this period was trial trenched on
an artificial islet within Upper Loch Bornish (see Chapter
12). Here middens contained plain wares of slightly finer
fabrics dating to the Early Iron Age. The overall pattern
in this central area is dispersed, with settlements at least
1km apart, in contrast to the nucleated settlement groups
at Cladh Hallan and Machair Mheadhanach.

Cladh Hallan

By the Late Bronze Age this area was already becoming
inundated by windblown sand. At and around the excavated
site of Cladh Hallan, there are Middle to Late Bronze Age
remains at Sites 53-56 and probably 215. Site 54 (Area
C of the excavations) includes a sequence from the Early
Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age. At Site 55/56 (Areas A
and D), extensive excavation has revealed a north—south

row of roundhouses on top of a Beaker period field system,
Early Bronze Age burials and other structures (see Parker
Pearson et al. 2004: 59-82). This large settlement was
extensively quarried for stones in the 19th century when
the earlier, western walls of the modern cemetery were
constructed. The place-name Aallan derives from the Norse
word for ‘stones’.

The Cladh Hallan settlement extends northwards into a
large sand bowl (Site 53, Area B of the excavations), where
midden material and stones can be seen in rabbit scrapes
and blow-outs, and probably beyond (Site 52). RCAHMS
records include another midden site (Site 80) west of Site
53. Within the sand quarry, Site 56 is actually redeposited
midden material from Site 55. Further east there is another
LBA/EIA midden exposure (Site 215; see above) which
may mark the eastern limit of this complex.

In the vicinity of the Cladh Hallan LBA/EIA complex
there are eight undated sites. Three are small mounds with
midden material which may date to the Early Bronze Age
(Sites 57, 226 and 225/227). Two others (Sites 49 and
50) are prominent, artificial mounds within the modern
graveyard. On the western shore of Loch Hallan are
two large mounds (Site 51) with no evidence of midden
material. However, these are probably the site recorded by
RCAHMS as Dun Ruadh (NF 7379 2184) and possibly as
the midden with pottery and pins at Loch Hallan (NF 73
21). None the less, during the survey periods the rabbit
scrapes produced no midden material so the identification
of these mounds as sites is tenuous. Further south, the
southern (Site 60) of two relatively small mounds (Sites
59 and 60) is being eroded by the wind. Despite structural
stonework and exposed midden, no diagnostic pottery has
been found.

Machair Mheadhanach and Hornish Point

There are six certain LBA/EIA settlements (Sites 136,
144, 146, 151, 152 and 154) and three probable ones
(sites 147, 150 and 187) on Machair Mheadhanach, within
400m—1200m north of the EBA complex. Like the Cladh
Hallan group they are arranged in a line but stretching
for 1200m on a southeast—northwest axis and are spaced
approximately 200m apart. Unlike the dune-covered Cladh
Hallan area, the flat machair here allows us to appreciate
the sizes of these mounds, which range from c¢. 15m to
¢.80m in diameter. The largest, Site 136, rises to about 3m
above the plain. The basal layers at Hornish Point, 2km to
the north, also date to this period (Barber 1998). Other as
yet undated large mounds in this area (Sites 163 and 166)
may also have LBA/EIA levels at their bases.

Middle Iron Age settlement

Pottery sherds of this period (c.200 BC-AD 300) are
particularly prolific in settlement middens (Figure 2.12).
They are also relatively diagnostic, often being decorated
with motifs such as applied S-shaped cordons and other
motifs that are quite distinctive. It is perhaps not surprising
that sites of this period are so common since the decorated



pottery of this period is so easily
recognizable. Aside from the
excavated broch settlement of
Dun Vulan (Site 0) and the Cill
Donnain wheelhouse (Site 85),
settlements of this date have been
identified at Bornais Site 1 (with
occupation dating to the Middle
Iron Age, Late Iron Age and
Norse period), Bornais Site 15,
Ormacleit Site 9, and Staoinebrig
Sites 30 and 32. Cill Donnain Site
85 is almost certainly part of a
larger settlement including Site
84. Pottery of this date has been
found on a site off the machair on
the artificial island in Upper Loch
Bornish (Marshall and Parker
Pearson 1997; see Chapter 12).
This might originally have been
the site of an Early Iron Age dun
or broch.

The Middle Iron Age machair
settlements in the five townships
of the Dun Vulan environs are
large, between 2m and 6m in
height and over 40m across. Each
of these five townships possesses
one MIA mound on its machair
although there are two within
Staoinebrig. Moving south, one
ofthe mounds on Frobost machair
(Site 47) has produced MIA
pottery from a test pit, and a few
abraded MIA sherds have come
from the LIA mound nearby (Site
45). The two northern mounds at
Aisgernis (Sites 96 and 97) have
also produced MIA sherds from
excavations by Raven (2005:
477).

There is something of a con-
centration of five Middle Iron
Age settlement mounds in the
Dalabrog/Cille Pheadair area.
The unusually well-preserved
wheelhouse of Kilpheder (Site 64;
Lethbridge 1952)isthe bestknown
of these. This is in the northwest
quarter of a large mound; the
trackway from Cille Pheadair
passes over the middle of this
mound. Lethbridge noted parch-
marks of another two wheelhouses
within the mound and there are
probably more buildings here.
About a hundred metres to the
northeast there is an even larger

2 The machair survey 27

MIDDLE IRON AGE

Settlement

Prokable settlement

i
g
2

50
(
()

Lo
[
al
;3
")
—
[=3
a
=2
P
3
=
[}
[
=13
n

5 Broch/dun
e e
E. + Scuterrain
N
: 0 4
a?:/ ‘\\/\ ///// ~ _ . k‘ —
R m
; T 4 =TT N
.‘—_‘" - 4 i
Te® - T ¥u
j ) L e
AL o W
“ ;
Sound of Eriskay ”“—\\5_
{\\‘/-’\pr’\n,j
o ; I
bt { 5

o

Figure 2.12. Middle Iron Age sites on South Ulist
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mound that has also produced decorated sherds of the first
centuries of the first millennium AD (Site 63). One of the
Dalabrog sites (Site 205) is also of this date. Lethbridge
identified two other MIA wheelhouse settlements at Bruthach
an Tigh Tallan (completely removed some years before his
Kilpheder wheelhouse excavations but probably the same
as or adjacent to the Viking Age settlement at Site 61)
and at Sithean a Phiobaire (Site 157) which has also been
completely destroyed (Lethbridge 1952).

In the southern part of South Uist, Cill Bhrighde (Site
98) can be dated to this period (Raven 2005: 480—1). Other
settlement mounds in the south likely to have material of
this date are located at Baghasdal (Site 69 or 70).

In the northern half of South Uist there are Middle Iron
Age settlements at Dreumsdal (Site 175), Stadhlaigearraidh
(Site 100), Drimore (Site 110; Fairhurst 1971), Gearraidh-
fleugh (Site 117; Young and Richardson 1960), Cille
Bhanain (Site 118), Machair Mheadhanach (probably
Sites 126-128, 138 and certainly 129, 142—-144) and at
Hornish Point (Site 158; Barber 2003). There are large
undated mounds which are possibly MIA settlements at
Tobha Mor (Sites 173 and 174), Aird a Mhachair (Site
166), Lionacuidhe (Site 163) and Cill Amhlaidh (under
Kilauley House). An undated souterrain, probably of MIA
or EIA date, lies in the machair sand of the north coast at
Baile Gharbhaidh (Site 159).

Pre-Viking ‘Pictish’ Late Iron Age

Sites of this period (c. AD 300-800) are generally known
as ‘Pictish’ though there is no compelling evidence that
the Western Isles were ever incorporated into the Pictish
kingdom or were inhabited by Picts. Archaeological
remains of settlements from this time are relatively rare
and few have been found in the Western Isles (Armit 1996).
Pottery from them is relatively sparse and is comprised
mainly of plain wares (Lane 1990). As a result, we have
few LIA/‘Pictish’ settlements identified from surface
scatters alone (Figure 2.13). Furthermore, as Armit has
noted, they are often found within or on top of Middle
Iron Age settlements (Armit 1996) and thus the finding
of MIA sherds on these sites may mask the presence of
LIA remains.

In spite of these difficulties, sherds with the character-
istic flaring rims and brushed surfaces of pottery from this
period have been found on the machair at five excavated
sites, four survey sites and probably four others. The
most secure contexts are the excavated sites of Bornais
Site 1, Cill Donnain wheelhouse (Site 85), Dun Vulan
(Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999), A’Cheardach Mhor
in Gearraidhfleugh (Site 117; Young and Richardson 1960)
and A’Cheardach Bheag in Drimore (Site 110; Fairhurst
1971). At Dun Vulan this pottery has been found inside
and outside the broch; in the latter setting it is associated
with three radiocarbon dates. At Bornais it is associated
with a stone building and associated layers (Sharples 1997,
forthcoming a). At Cill Donnain it is associated with the
later phases of the wheelhouse (Zvelebil 1989; 1990).

In the Dun Vulan environs, Late Iron Age pottery is
also found at Ormacleit on a small, isolated mound (Site
4), about 10m across and 0.50m high, and probably on
three other small mounds, two on Ormacleit machair
(Sites 5 and 7, 1km to the north of Site 4) and the other
on Staoinebrig machair (Site 34). The relative isolation of
Site 4 is unusual, given the clustered pattern of other sites.
Although the area immediately west of it is covered by
low dunes, coring and intensive fieldwalking have failed
to locate any further sites and demonstrate that there are
no large settlement mounds in its vicinity.

Other mounds with LIA pottery have been found at
Machair Mheadhanach (Site 141), Dalabrog (Site 59)
and Baghasdal (Site 191). Site 141 is of interest because,
although small, it is covered in metal slag as well as
pottery and may perhaps be comparable to the high-status
metalworking site at Eilean Olabhat in North Uist (Armit
1996: 173-8; Armit et al. 2008). Hornish Point (Site 158)
appears to have pottery of this period within its long
sequence and there is also a Plain Style sherd from the
MIA settlement at Cille Bhanain (Site 118).

The largest Late Iron Age settlement so far discovered
in South Uist is the complex on Frobost machair (Sites 45,
46 and 238) from which a Norse-period pin has also been
recovered as well as a few abraded MIA sherds (although
the MIA settlement is a few hundred metres to the south).
This group of mounds was discovered as the result of sand
quarrying into one of them (Site 45), revealing a 1.50m-
deep sequence of buildings and midden deposits together
with large quantities of pottery and bone. Trial trenching
of Site 46 also confirmed that it was a LIA settlement.

The issue of continuity between this period and the
Viking period is a contentious one (contrast Crawford 1986
with Armit 1996). The broch of Dun Vulan has produced no
evidence of Viking Age occupation (though it is far from
comprehensively excavated) whereas Bornais (Site 1) has
a Viking Age building cut into the LIA levels.

The Norse period

Twenty-four machair sites have produced Viking Age
and Late Norse finds (Figure 2.14), making this one of
the most densely occupied areas to have been recorded in
Scandinavian Scotland (Crawford 1987; Young 1996). A
Norse-period copper alloy pin was found on one of these
in 1964, probably Site 37 (NF 723 295 in RCAHMS
records), whilst a bone/antler comb was found prior to
the survey on Site 74. Otherwise the other 21 settlements
can be assigned to this period on the basis of sherds of
grass-impressed pottery. Viking Age pottery of the 9th—11th
centuries is sparse in comparison to earlier Iron Age
assemblages but can be clearly diagnostic. The cooking
pots and other rounded containers are plain whereas
the flat circular platters, known as Udal platterware, are
distinctive because of their flatness and because of the
grass impressions on their undersides (Lane 1990). Still,
sites of this period are difficult to identify because of the
relative scarcity of pottery deposited and, in addition, the
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Figure 2.14. Viking Age settlements on South Ulst

distinctive grass-impressed wares can make up as little as
5% of these assemblages (Lane 1990).°

Settlement mounds with Viking Age pottery or other
finds have been identified in the Dun Vulan environs at:
Bornais (Sites 1, 2, 3, 14, 28 and 40), Cill Donnain (Sites
83 and 84), and Staoinebrig (Site 34). There are three
in the Dalabrog—Cille Pheadair area (Sites 61, 66 and
207), one at Baghasdal (Site 191), one at Smercleit (Site
74), one at Dreumasdal (Site 99), the excavated house at
Drimore (Site 103; MacLaren 1974), excavated layers at
A’Cheardach Mhor in Gearraidhfleugh (Site 117; Young
and Richardson 1960) and an impressive group of Sites
145, 148, 149, 155 and 186.

These sites are mostly adjacent to one or more mounds
of earlier date with Middle Iron Age to Late Iron Age

(‘Pictish’ period) pottery, with the exception of the three
sites in the Dalabrog—Cille Pheadair area. One of these,
Site 66, was excavated in 1996-1998 as part of a broader
research investigation into Viking Age settlement on South
Uist (Parker Pearson et al. 1996; Brennand et al. 1997,
Sharples and Parker Pearson 1999; Parker Pearson et al.
forthcoming).

The other recently excavated settlement is the large
nucleated site at Bornais (Sites 1, 2 and 3) whose unusually
large size differentiates it from all other sites of this period
on the island (Parker Pearson and Webster 1994; Sharples et
al. 1995; Sharples 1996; 1997; 1999; 2000; 2003; 2005a).
The deep stratigraphy encountered in these excavations
is probably typical of other Viking Age settlements on
South Uist. Coring on Site 27 at Cill Donnain indicates the
survival of four distinct midden layers to a depth of 0.70m
(at which level the corer was impeded by stones).

Other settlement mounds with a known Viking Age
presence are Smercleit (Site 74; Raven 2005: 479-80),
Aisgernis (Site 48; see Chapter 13) and Frobost (Site
238=45; see Chapter 13) and have components which
date to this period. Other sites producing possible Viking
Age ceramics are Ormacleit (Site 6), Cill Donnain 27 (a
single sherd amongst MIA finds, though this may be LBA
grass-tempered pottery), Staoinebrig (Site 33) and Bornais
(Site 37).

In the northern part of the island, settlement mounds
that have not yet produced any pottery at all are found at
Tobha Mor (Sites 173 and 174), Aird a Mhachair (Sites
167 and 168), Cille Amhlaidh (Sites 164 and 165) and
Lionacuidhe (Site 163). The mound at Hornish Point (Site
158; Barber 2003) also has a sizeable area to the east of,
and higher than, the excavated western section and a Viking
Age occupation phase cannot be ruled out.

Two other possible Viking Age sites might have lain
near the excavated Cille Pheadair settlement. Middens
were recorded here by RCAHMS; one at Sithean Biorach,
100m to the north (possibly Site 88) and the other about
250m to the south, producing pottery and nails (Site 81). It
is most likely that these two RCAHMS sites are additional
to those in our inventory since Site 66 was only found by
Seumus and the late Callum MacDonald in the winter of
1993/94. One of the Viking Age sites was noted in 1967
by the late Elizabeth Eames when it was seen collapsing
out of the beach’s sand cliff.

The distribution of Norse place-names is matched
reasonably well by the distribution of Viking Age settlements
along the machair (Figure 2.15). Where Norse place-names
are not associated with a known settlement at Ormacleit
and Hornish Point, this is probably because the settlement
of this period remains to be discovered. In the case of
Hellibost and Peighinn nan Aoireann there is no trace of
any potential settlement mound.

Viking Age burials are known from Lewis at Cnip and
Bhaltos (Welander ef al. 1987; Cowie et al. 1994; Dunwell
et al. 1995; Armit 1996: 195-202) and from smaller isles
such as Colonsay (Armit 1996; Ritchie 1993). There is a
likely grave find from Eriskay (Grieg 1940) and another
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Figure 2.15. Norse place-names and Viking Age settlement
on South Ulst

possible grave, consisting of a find of an antler comb from
a stone ‘cist’ in a sand mound on South Uist (ibid.: 73—4)
but their locations are unknown. Otherwise, no Viking
Age burial places are known on South Uist. There is one
unmarked, disused cemetery (with no surface indications
of its use or date) on the machair on the boundary between
Cille Pheadair and Dalabrog townships. It is clearly visible
as a large sand hill (Site 62) in which human bones and
skulls have been found during the digging of potato
clamps. This may possibly be the site of a pagan Viking
Age cemetery though it is marked on the O.S. 1:10,000
sheet as an ancient burial ground.

There are ancient ecclesiastical sites that may have their
origins in the Late Norse period or possibly before. The
clearest examples of these are Cille Donnain (Fleming and
Woolf 1992; Parker Pearson 1995; see Chapters 3 and 14),
where 13th—14th century green-glazed pottery has been
found in layers outside the church (see Chapter 14), and
Howmore (Tobha Mor) where the standing remains of the
earliest chapel probably date to the 13th century (Fojut et
al. 1994: 41-2).7 There are other known and likely church
sites at Cille Bhrighde (Site 76; probably associated with
a burial ground), Geirinis (the rectangular building on top
of the broch in Loch Cille Bhanain; Raven 2005: 225) and
Cille Pheadair (the rectangular building and other structures
on the large crannog in Loch Dun na Cille). However, the
ancient church of Cille Pheadair is remembered in oral
tradition as having been lost to the sea, having been located
on a spot now about 100m offshore from the current west
coast, near the Viking settlement site (Site 66).

Although the term cille means religious cell rather
than church, the regular distribution of cille place-names,
approximately every 5km, hints at parochial organization
rather than monastic retreats. No church site has yet been
identified at Cille Amhlaidh. The marking of a place-name
of ‘Gill’ near Frobost on the Blau map of 1654 hints at the
possibility of a religious site here. The regular spacing of
churches would be complete if another could be found in
the Ormacleit area.

The Later Medieval period

None of the Viking Age settlements identified on the
machair seems to have survived long beyond the Norse
period, with the possible exception of Staoinebrig Site
33, which is known as ‘the old town’ in Gaelic. Two other
settlements are known from oral histories and maps to have
been located on the machair during the Medieval period
but Medieval pottery has not been found on them. One is
the mound complex at Baghasdal which was abandoned in
the 19th century and is illustrated on the Bald map of 1805
(Figure 2.18). It is probably either Site 69 or Site 70. The
second is Machair Mheadhanach which is marked on the
Blaue map of 1654 (Figure 2.17) as ‘Machribeanach’. Of
the 36 mounds in this area, only Sites 137 and 138 have
produced diagnostic Medieval pottery (Raven 2005: 483).
The other machair settlement with Medieval occupation is
Aisgernis (Site 96 and probably Site 97) which is close
to the position of the 1805 settlement and has produced
Medieval and Post-Medieval ceramics.

It would thus seem that, apart from these four places,
settlements on the machair were abandoned during or at
the end of the Norse period. Medieval pottery, consisting
of pots with high collars and decorated with lines of small
dots, has been identified at Dun Vulan (Parker Pearson
and Sharples 1991; Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999).
A Medieval settlement was located on the Beinn na Mhic
Aongheis (‘Hill of the Son of Angus’; Site 89), located on
the peatland at the machair edge between Bornish church
and Bornish House (Marshall et al. 1996; see Chapter
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c.1595

16). Medieval pottery has also been recovered from the 171) has also produced Medieval pottery. Adjacent to it is
excavations on the deserted settlement of Gearraidh  another low mound with remains of stone buildings and a
Bhailteas (see Chapter 15). Another settlement mound on  glazed Post-Medieval sherd (Site 172) in the map location
the peatlands just off the machair at Cille Bhanain (Site ~ marked by Bald as the settlement of ‘Kilivanen’.
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Figure 2.18. William Bald’s 1805 map of South Uist (the Boisdale area)

Our working hypothesis is that some Medieval
settlements are located close to the Norse ones but just
off the machair, whilst others occupy new land in the
gearraidh townships. These locations are adjacent to, or
under, the major township settlements marked on the Bald
map of 1805. The existence of most of them in the early
Post-Medieval period can be attested by their appearance
on the Pont map (Figure 2.16) which was compiled in the
1580s or 1590s (estimated as c.1595).

The Post-Medieval period

The earliest maps of South Uist with any detail are Timothy
Pont’s late 16th-century sketch map (Figure 2.16) and
Blaue’s map of 1654 (Figure 2.17) which acknowledges
Pont and is partly based on his drawing. These maps are

remarkable for showing apparently interconnecting lochs
for much of the length of the island. Pont’s map appears
to show linked lochs between Cille Pheadair and lochdar
whilst Blaue’s shows connected lochs from Cille Pheadair
to Ormacleit and from Dreumasdal to Iochdar. This suggests
that much of the island might have been accessible by
inland navigation as well as along the coasts. No land
routes are marked but presumably there was also access
along the machair.

Another interesting detail is Pont’s marking of
settlement in lochs, apparently in Loch an Eilean (near
Leth Meadhanach), Loch Ormacleit (West Loch Ollay/Loch
Olaidh an Iar), Loch Altabrug and another unidentifiable
loch. Blaue similarly shows settlement in Loch a Brug
(or perhaps Loch Aiseabhat), Loch Ormacleit (West Loch
Ollay), Loch Altabrug, and Loch an Eilean (presumably
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Castle Bheagram). This suggests that some of these
crannog or dun settlements were occupied around this time.
Curiously the rectangular fortlet of Dun Raouill on Loch
Druidibeag is not marked by either even though they both
show the loch clearly. The west coast is poorly mapped
in both instances: neither Ardvule nor Airdmhicheil are
marked.

For our purposes, the most interesting aspect of these
maps is that the settlements are marked and, in most
cases, named. Pont’s map marks Smercleit (unnamed),
Baghasdal (unnamed), Cille Pheadair (unnamed), Dalabrog
(‘Taleburg’), Frobost (‘Frobost’), two unnamed sites
(Aisgernis and South Frobost?), Gearraidh Bhailteas
(‘Garrivailtes”), Cill Donnain (‘Kildonn---"), an illegible
named site between Gearraidh Bhailteas and Cill Donnain,
Upper and Lower Bornish (named but largely illegible),
Ormacleit (named but largely illegible), probably Staoinebrig
(unnamed but located directly north of Loch Ormacleit), an
illegible site possibly Sniseabhal or Staoinebrig (‘Sto---")
and another north of it, unnamed.

Blaue’s map is more complete (missing only the
northernmost area of Baile Gharbhaidh) and legible. It
marks settlements at Cille Bhrighde (unnamed), Smercleit
(unnamed), Baghasdal (Blaue’s spelling = Byesdail), Cille
Pheadair (Kilphedre), Dalabrog (Taleburg), ?Cille; a burial
ground or monastic cell (Gill), North Frobost (Froborst),
Gearraidh Bhailteas (Ghervailtos), an unknown settlement
possibly ruined (Totsnamackan = Totenamachair [‘Ruins
on the machair’], probably a recently abandoned machair
settlement at Cill Donnain), Cill Donnain (Kildonnen),
Lower Bornish (Borraness Yerach), Upper Bornish
(Borraness Ocrach), Ormacleit (Ormakled), an unnamed
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Figure 2.20. Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age pottery from machair sites
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Figure 2.21. Middle Iron Age pottery from machair sites

settlement between Loch Ormacleit and Loch Altabrug
which must be Staoinebrig, Tobha Beag (Howbeg), Tobha
Mor (How M:), Staidlaigearraidh (Stylaig and Erry marked
as two settlements), Groigearraidh (Groga---), Dreumasadal

(Dromesdill), Geirinis (Kereynish), ?Gearraidhfleugh
(Imferhge), Cille Bhanain (Kilvanen), Cill Amhlaidh
(Kileulay), Machair Mheadhanach (Machribeanach),
?Lionacuidhe (Kilehainic [?]), and Aird a Mhachair
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Figure 2.22. Middle Iron Age pottery from Bornais sites 1 and 15
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Figure 2.23. Late Iron Age pottery from machair sites

(Ardmachrianich). Additionally, Baghasdal is shown on top
of a prominent hill whilst Upper Bornish is shown on a low
hill as, possibly, are ?Staoinebrig and Aird a Mhachair.
William Bald’s map of 1805 (Figure 2.19) is the first
accurate map of South Uist and it names the following
settlements along the west coast (the number in brackets
is the number of houses marked; spellings are Bald’s):
Kilbride (3), PoulAcharr (2), Smerklet (9 including 1
on the machair), S. Boisdale (13), Boisdale (14 on the
machair), Kilipheder (28), Dalburgh (20), Garrihellie
in ruins (6), Askernish (9), South Frobost (20), North
Frobost (27), Garryvaltas (5), Mingary (4), Milton (18),
Kildonan (10), an unnamed settlement a couple of hundred
metres north of Kildonan (20), Upper Bornish (6), Lower
Bornish (19), Ormiclate (22), Ard Michael (4 on the
machair), Dun Gallan (3), Stonybridge (20), Peninirine (3),
Snushievaule (8), Totahur (10), Howbeg (16), Howmore
(12), Driminsdale (12), Stelligary (13), Grogary (11),
Drimore (8), Gerryfleugh (15), Kilivanan (16), Gearnish

(6), Machair Meanach (deserted), Ardivachir (16 including
2 on the machair), Kilaulay (36 including 6 on the machair),
Lieneque (11 including 4 on the machair), and Balgarva
(20). Bald also indicates ‘Castle Veggrum’ as a residence
whilst ‘Duine Rhail’ (Dun Raouill) is the only other island
site marked.

Pont’s and Blaue’s maps indicate that most of the
township communities of South Uist were in existence
at least by the 17th century. The absent townships are
Gearraidh na Monadh, Leth Meadhanach, probably
Aisgernis, Peighinn nan Aoireann, Sniseabhal, Totahur,
Drimore, and possibly Gearraidfleugh. The locations on
the maps cannot be considered precise but there is strong
evidence that at least two communities were living on the
machair at this time. The first is Machair Mheadhanach
since its territory as marked on Bald’s map is entirely on
the machair. The second is Baghasdal which is represented
as being on a hill and was still on the machair until the
early 19th century. By the time of Bald’s map, the four
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Figure 2.24. Norse-period pottery from machair sites

or so island duns shown as occupied in the 17th century
are all uninhabited except perhaps for Castle Bheagram.
His map shows that the Machair Mheadhanach settlement
was no more and that, other than Baghasdal, only a few
communities had outliers living on the machair: Smercleit,
Aird Mhicheil (part of Staoinebrig), Aird a Mhachair, Cill
Amhlaidh, and Lionacuidhe.

It is interesting that four of these outliers must be very
close to or on archacological sites of greater antiquity,
suggesting that Bald was mapping the final stages
of settlement drift away from the machair for these
communities. The fifth machair outlier, at Cill Amhlaidh, is
in an area where no archaeological sites have been observed
(since they are located 400m further inland where the main
settlement is shown).

Six of the settlements marked on William Bald’s map
have been archacologically investigated. Upper Bornish is
marked in the position where Bornish House stands today.
Test trenching revealed much 19th and early 20th-century
material but only a few scraps of earlier material (Parker
Pearson and Roper 1995; see Chapter 16). In contrast, A
Beinn na Mhic Aongheis, the ‘Hill of the Son of Angus’
(200m southwest) has produced buried house structures
and a large assemblage of Post-Medieval coarse wares
(Marshall et al. 1996; Chapter 16). This is presumably the
site of Upper Bornish (‘Boraness Yorach’; Bornais Uarach)
marked on the 1595 and 1654 maps.

The second excavated settlement is Airigh Mhuilinn,
Flora MacDonald’s birthplace, marked as Milton on Bald’s
map. Excavation of visible house remains has indicated



38 Mike Parker Pearson

v o § | <

v

34 138

0 20

cms
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occupation in the 18th and 19th centuries (Symonds 1999a
and b; 2000). The other sites investigated are Smercleit
(Site 74; Raven 2005: 479-80), Aisgernis (sites 48, 96 and
97; Raven 2005: 476-8; see Chapter 13), Baghasdal (Sites
67, 68 and 191; Raven 2005: 478-9) and Cille Pheadair
(Raven 2005: 481).

Other locations are corroborated to a greater or lesser
degree. Cille Bhanain (Sites 171 and 172) has been located
by field survey, and North Frobost is visible as house
ruins on a large grassy knoll and one of the 19th-century
blackhouses here has been excavated by Helen Smith. Old
Drimore is also visible as a low grassy knoll (Gill MacLean
pers. comm.). Cill Amhlaidh is a large knoll with two
mounds to its southeast (Sites 164 and 165) and another
four potential mounds close to them. Clearly more work
can be done on these settlement sites but they are difficult
to verify since they are generally either uncultivated (and
there is no rabbit damage) or there are modern buildings
on top of them.

‘Post-Clearance’ settlements

A number of sites on the machair have produced finds
dating to the 19th or early 20th centuries. The most notable
are the kelpers’ cottages on Ardvule (Site 91) where 19
small sunken stone-walled buildings, each ¢. Sm x 3m,
are associated with porcelain, glass and other finds from
the early part of this century (Badcock et al. 2000). To the
west of it, Site 92 is a small mound which has produced
19th-century glass.

Another structure of this late date was found at Bornais
on top of Site 2, partially excavated in 1994 (Parker Pearson
and Webster 1994). This small rectangular bothy was a
field hut used in the 1950s, as dated by its association
with a teacup and as remembered by the MacKay brothers.
Another rectangular structure can be seen on Site 180 on the
rocket range, adjacent to the Early Bronze Age settlement.
There are blackhouse foundations visible on the machair
at Smercleit (Site 75), Aird a Mhachair (Site 170) and
Hornish Point (Sites 161 and 162). The remainder of 19th
to 20th-century spreads are flat sites without mounds or
structures. They are Bornais Site 197, Baghasdal Sites 68

cms

Figure 2.26. An iron cauldron from the kelpers’ bothies,
Ardvule

and 193, Leth Meadhanach Site 195, Cille Bhrighde Site
190, Howmore Site 101, Sniseabhal Site 102, Groigearraidh
Site 119 and Aird a Mhachair Site 160. The lack of dense
midden material suggests that these settlements were short-
lived or were used sporadically. One surface scatter, Site
212, is recalled in oral tradition as the location of an inn
on the machair track in Cille Pheadair. It is not marked
on the Bald map and thus probably dates to the mid and
late 19th century.

The ‘proto-township’ hypothesis reviewed

Initial survey results in the Dun Vulan environs (Cill
Donnain to Staoinebrig townships) demonstrated a marked
regularity in the spacing of Middle Iron Age settlements
at roughly one kilometre intervals along the machair.
Secondly, this pattern matched the distribution of the
nucleated township communities mapped by William Bald
in 1805. Thirdly, most of these MIA settlement sites were
in close association with Viking Age settlement mounds.
On the basis of these observations, I proposed that the
townships recorded in 1805 may have an ancient origin
2,000 years ago in the Iron Age (Parker Pearson 1996b).
The distribution of Iron Age and Viking settlement clusters
could thus represent a ‘proto-township’ distribution and
organization prior to the shift of settlement onto the edge
of the peatlands.

According to this model, the shifts from one mound
site to another and eventually onto the peatlands were
minor discontinuities within a long-term continuity of
territorial organization for township communities living
in predominantly nucleated settlements from the Iron
Age until the Clearances. This model contrasts wholly
with Dodgshon’s notion of dispersed Medieval and Post-
Medieval settlement in western Scotland (1993), and with
his idea that townships were a Medieval imposition by
landlords for administrative convenience onto a landscape
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Figure 2.27. Artefacts of various periods from machair sites (worked antler [sites 1, 63 and 138], a worked bone point [site
43], a lead spindle whorl [site 128], fragments of 16th/17th century metalwork [sites 128 and 138] and a fragment of drilled

copper-alloy sheet [site 210])

of scattered farmsteads (pers. comm.). It may well be
that South Uist is very different from the broader pattern,
especially with its wide machair zone. In this respect, it is
interesting that the extents of arable land within the South
Uist townships are amongst the largest in the whole region
(Dodgshon 1992). This may possibly reflect their more
ancient origin during the Iron Age when farming yields
and perhaps population levels were lower.

Two strategies were developed to examine and test the
‘proto-township’ hypothesis:

The first was to select a single township, Upper Bornish,?
and excavate the settlement sites within it to determine
whether there was a long-term continuity of nucleated
settlement. Excavations have since been carried out on Dun
Vulan (Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999), Bornais Sites
1, 2 and 3 (Parker Pearson and Webster 1994; Sharples
1996; 1997; 1999; 2005a; Sharples et al. 1995), Bornish
House (Parker Pearson and Roper 1995; Chapter 16), the
‘Hill of the Son of Angus’, Bornais Site 89 (Marshall et
al. 1996; Chapter 16) and the dun on Upper Loch Bornish
(Marshall and Parker Pearson 1998; Chapter 12).

The second strategy was to increase the scope of the
machair survey to cover the whole of South Uist. We
are now in a position to evaluate the extent to which
Iron Age—Viking Age sites on the machair correspond
with Medieval-Post-Medieval pre-Clearance township
communities on the adjacent peatland fringe. The material
has already been presented in this chapter but can be
summarized:

e  Those townships where there is a good correspondence
(i.e. a multiperiod mound or a cluster of IA—Viking
sites) are:

e Smercleit, Baghasdal, Cille Pheadair, Dalabrog,
Aisgernis, Frobost, Cill Donnain (two settlement
clusters), Upper Bornish, Lower Bornish, Ormacleit,
Staoinebrig (two clusters), Tobha Mor, Dreumasadal,
Drimore, Machair Mheadhanach, Aird a Mhachair,
Cill Amhlaidh, Lionacuidhe and Baile Gharbhaidh.

e  Those townships where there is a weak correspondence
(i.e. asingle later prehistoric mound which is probably
not multi-period) are:

e Cille Bhrighde, Leth Meadhanach, Gearraidh Bhailteas
(Site 79 undated and destroyed without trace),
Stadhlaigearraidh, Groigearraidh, Gearraidhfleugh
and Cille Bhanain.

e Those townships where there are no later prehistoric
machair settlements are:

e Gearraidh na Monadh, Gearraidh Sheile. Peighinn
nan Aoireann, Sniseabhal, Totahur, Tobha Beag and
Geirinis.

Whilst 19 show a strong correspondence, seven show a

weak one and seven have no identified sites of the Iron

Age to Viking periods. Of the last two groups, six are

the Gearraidh or ‘garry’ townships on South Uist whose

Gaelic rather than Norse names hint at their originating in

the Medieval period or even later (Parker Pearson 1995a).

Another two (Leth Meadhanach and Tobha Beag) are junior

or ‘daughter’ settlements within dual townships (Dodgshon

1985) and may thus have split from their parent township

at a similarly late date. A further three are in an area with

no substantial machair and are not marked on the 1654 map

(Peighinn nan Aoireann, Totahur and Sniseabhal). The last

two (Cille Bhanain and Geirinis) are inexplicable save that

the area has been substantially modified by construction
of the rocket range.

In conclusion, the degree of correspondence is good
but not absolute. There are anomalies but they can be
accounted for in simple ways that put forward intriguing
modifications to the basic model:

e  The ‘garry’ townships are Medieval sub-divisions from
larger units;

e  Some townships were formed after 1654 in an area with
little or no machair (Peighinn nan Aoireann, Totahur
and Sniseabhal);

e Others are Medieval splittings of one half of a
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dual township into a ‘daughter’ settlement (Leth
Meadhanach and Tobha Beag);

o  Certain townships have been dual townships, composed
of paired communities, since the Iron Age (Upper
and Lower Bornish, Cill Donnain and Staoinebrig).
Others were divided in the Medieval period or later
(Frobost and Gearraidh Bhailteas, Baghasdal and
Leth Meadhanach, Tobha Mor and Tobha Beag). The
division of the Iochdar townships has also been a
recent phenomenon (Caird 1979);

e Two township settlement groups might have been
linear multi-focal units, with more than two settlements
in one township. These are Machair Mheadhanach
and Cille Pheadair—Dalabrog. Along with the densely
inhabited Dun Vulan environs, these might have
constituted the three core settlement areas whose
origins lie in the Bronze Age.

It may still be argued that the Iron Age—Viking Age
settlement distribution fortuitously matches that of the Post-
Medieval settlements owing purely to the environmental
constraints of the universal need to locate settlements in
particular resource-rich places along the machair. However,
the very close proximity of 19 of the prehistoric ‘proto-
township’ sites to directly adjacent Post-Medieval township
communities is unlikely to be the result of coincidence.
Additionally, the Upper Bornish excavations hint at a
Medieval nucleated settlement beneath the Post-Medieval
levels (Marshall et al. 1996; see Chapter 16). Overall, the
extension of the machair survey from five townships to 33
has tended to confirm the proposition rather than weaken
it. In conclusion, there is a very strong case for long-term
continuity, punctuated by minor locational discontinuities,
notably at the onset of the Viking period (c.AD 800) and
at the end of the Norse period (c. AD 1250). The pairing of
certain settlements from the Iron Age onwards is also an
interesting feature, found elsewhere in Scotland (Dodgshon
1985).

Assessment of damage and options for
management

Within the total of 241 sites recorded in the inventory,
around 214 prehistoric to Medieval sites are located on, or
adjacent to, the machair strip on the west coast of South
Uist, and three on Eriskay. Of these, 46 (21%) are relatively
stable and are not being damaged at any appreciable rate.’
Nine sites are located on the blacklands away from the
machair. Ten have not been rediscovered in this phase of
survey. A further five sites have been entirely destroyed
since they were recorded by RCAHMS.!?

The various erosive processes and threats that are
destroying sites are coastal erosion, wind erosion, rabbit
infestation, ploughing, sand quarrying, grave digging, and
disrepair (Table 2.1). The 162 (75%) sites that are actively
being eroded are, with seven exceptions, each suffering
from substantially one only of these destructive processes.
The exceptions are subjected to multiple threats: Bornais
Site 1 (wind erosion, rabbits and cultivation), Sites 2 and

Unaffected 46 21%
Coastal Erosion 5 2%
Wind Erosion 12 6%
Rabbit Burrowing 66 31%
Cultivation 61 28%
Sand Quarrying 3 1%
Modern Cemetery 7 3%
Disrepair 1 <1%
Multiple threats 7 3%

Table 2.1. Numbers of prehistoric-Medieval machair sites
affected by particular threats on South Uist and Eriskay

3 (rabbits and cultivation), Frobost Site 45 (wind erosion,
rabbits and sand quarrying), Dalabrog Site 56 (wind erosion
and sand quarrying), Site 53 (wind erosion, rabbits and sand
quarrying) and Site 136 (ploughing and rabbits).

Coastal erosion has been recognized at only three
locations, on Ardvule, at Hornish Point and at Cille
Pheadair. Concrete sea defences were erected in the 1990s
at the broch of Dun Vulan on its seaward side. It was
hoped that extensions to the west and east (each about 5Sm
long) would also give some protection to the associated
structures and deposits associated with the broch. However,
the concrete sea wall has been damaged by recent winter
storms and a 40m length of archaeological remains are at
risk. Erosion along this longer section of coast, however,
is relatively slow and the sea appears to be encroaching on
the land at only 1m every 10 years. In contrast, erosion in
the southern area, between Cille Pheadair and Smercleit,
is much more rapid. Although partially excavated, Hornish
Point continues to erode; buildings and material are falling
out of a vertical cliff face. Likewise, severe winter storms
since 2005 have destroyed Cille Pheadair Viking farmstead
(Site 66) in the years since it was rescue excavated in
1996-98. Sites immediately endangered by coastal erosion
are Sites 0, 65, 77, 158 and 162.

Wind erosion occurs when the machair vegetation
disappears, resulting in sand blow-outs. Archaeological
deposits may be winnowed by the wind, resulting in
deflation horizons in which artefacts from several layers
are mixed. This problem currently afflicts 12 sites.!! Whilst
most of these appear to be stabilizing, those especially at
risk are Sites 1, 12, 45, 53, 60, 175 and 201. These sites
should be monitored and re-seeded.

Rabbit burrowing is a variable phenomenon along the
machair. The two areas where this problem is most severe
are the Dun Vulan environs and the Cladh Hallan-Cille
Pheadair area, with 12 sites badly affected in the former
and six in the latter. Less badly affected areas are Drimore
and lochdar (Machair Mheadhanach). Some 66 sites are
thus being damaged. Excavations at Bornais Sites 1, 2 and
3 (Sharples 1996; 1997; 2005a) indicate that burrows may
go down at least 1m in depth and can be dug close together,
about 0.30m apart, severely damaging the stratigraphy as
sites are turned into the archaeological equivalent of Swiss
cheese. Archaeological deposits are thus damaged and
seriously compromised within substantial parts of their
stratigraphic sequences.
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Bornais 0 (coastal erosion of deposits not protected by the
sea wall)
Bornais 1 (wind erosion, ploughing, rabbits)
Bornais 2 (ploughing, rabbits)
Bornais 3 (ploughing, rabbits)
Bornais 12 (wind erosion)
Cill Donnain 17 (ploughing)
Cill Donnain 18 (ploughing)
Staoinebrig 32 (coastal erosion)
Frobost 45 (wind erosion, rabbits, sand quarrying)
Dalabrog 53 (sand quarrying, wind erosion, rabbits)
Dalabrog 55 (sand quarrying, wind erosion)
Dalabrog 56 (sand quarrying)
Cille Pheadair 64 (collapse of masonry)
Cille Pheadair 66 (coastal erosion)
Baghasdal 191 (ploughing)
Dreumasdal 175 (wind erosion)
Cille Bhanain 118 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 129 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 136 (ploughing, rabbits)
Machair Mheadhanach 142 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 149 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 150 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 154 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 155 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 186 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 187 (ploughing)
Machair Mheadhanach 182 (rabbits)
Machair Mheadhanach 183 (rabbits)
Machair Mheadhanach 184 (rabbits)
Machair Mheadhanach 185 (rabbits)
Hornish Point 158 (coastal erosion)
Eiriosgaigh 199 (cemetery extension)
Eiriosgaigh 201 (wind erosion)
Table 2.2. The thirty-three sites most at risk on South Uist

Although most of the machair sites have some rabbit
damage, 29 of them are seriously at risk.!> The most obvious
way of dealing with this problem is to control the rabbit
population by gassing as was carried out in the Tobha Mor
and Stadhlaigearraidh machair areas during the 1990s. At
Aisgernis, by the end of the survey period Site 48 had been
cleared of rabbits as part of an ESA management initiative.
Rabbit populations have risen dramatically in many areas
of the machair in recent years, causing even more damage
to archaeological sites especially in the Dun Vulan environs
and the Cladh Hallan-Cille Pheadair area.!* Clearance from
individual plots is not effective in the long term since the
rabbits soon recolonize these areas; concerted action is
required across the entire machair if the damage caused
by burrowing is to be substantially reduced.

The other most extensive threat is cultivation. The
machair is ploughed and sown on a regime of two years
crop and 3—7 years fallow. The three main areas affected
are the Dun Vulan environs, Machair Mheadhanach and the
Baghasdal machair. Some 61 sites are being damaged in
this way.!* Excavation of Bornais Site 2 has demonstrated
that the walls of a very fine Viking Age house have been
damaged by the plough (Sharples 1996). Settlements that

have survived as mounds are gradually being spread and
levelled. The solution to this problem would be to take
these areas out of cultivation. Unfortunately there seems
to be no suitable mechanism for doing this over the long
term (Noel Fojut, pers. comm.).

Quarrying of sand is a relatively rare threat but it can
have devastating results for any archacological sites located
within the quarry areas. It is a fairly informal activity,
usually affecting only a small surface area. None the less,
one site has been badly damaged at Frobost (Site 45) by
casual sand digging for levelling of Baghasdal football
pitch, and four sites (Sites 53-56) have been partially
damaged in the Cladh Hallan area. Two of these have now
been rescue excavated (Sites 54 and 56). Where possible,
those quarrying the sand were alerted to the problem and
it seems that raising the level of archaeological awareness
is the best way of dealing with this problem.

Seven sites are being damaged because they lie under
modern cemeteries (Sites 32, 42, 49, 50, 70, 199 and 200)
although only Sites 32, 42 and 199 are likely to suffer
further damage. There is, of course, little that can be done
here. A continuing problem is the steady deterioration of
the Kilpheder wheelhouse, whose drystone masonry is
collapsing within the excavation trench which was never
backfilled. A recommended solution is the pointing of
upstanding masonry to prevent further collapse whilst
providing a site that can be visited by the public. Longer
term actions could involve the rebuilding of the fallen walls,
an initiative in which there is much public interest.

In conclusion, the sites listed in Table 2.2 are most
at risk and require urgent attention. Some management
solutions are already in place and being carried out. For
others, rescue excavation within a research framework is
the preferred solution; Bornais 1, 2 and 3, Dalabrog 55 and
56, Cill Donnain 17 and 18, and Cille Pheadair 66 can be
highlighted for their potential within the research strategies
of the SEARCH project and were excavated (either in full
or in part) with the financial support of Historic Scotland
and the Universities of Sheffield and Cardiff. Bornais
1, 2 and 3 are crucial for understanding the formation
and continuity of the proto-township settlement pattern.
Dalabrog 55 and 56 are part of a very large LBA-EIA
settlement at Cladh Hallan, a period not previously well
understood in the Western Isles. Cill Donnain 17 and 18
are EBA settlements whose house forms and layouts are
poorly understood. Cille Pheadair 66 is a settlement of
the Viking Age and Late Norse period, a formative period
which is still little understood in the Western Isles.
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Archaeological Site Inventory

Site Number: 0

Township/Locality: Bornais/Ardvule

Grid Reference: NF 7140 2980

Dimensions: 60m E-W, 30m N-S

Depth of deposits: 4m

Surveyed: 1990; excavated 1991-1996; recorded by Moore and
Wilson 2005 as SU59

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: LBA/EIA, MIA, Pre-Viking LIA, Medieval-Post-
Medieval

Other Finds: Bone and antler tools, worked stone, animal bones,
plant remains, waterlogged wood, human bones.

Comments: NF72NW 1. Dun Vulan broch and associated
settlement, partially excavated 1991-1996 (Parker Pearson and
Sharples 1991; 1992; 1993; 1995a; 1999). It continues to suffer
from erosion, despite the construction of coastal defences.

Site Number: 1

Township/Locality: Bornais

Grid Reference: NF 7288 3016

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.2m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Considerable — MIA, Pre-Viking LIA, Viking.

Other Finds: Iron-smithing slag, shell, bone, antler
Comments: NF73SW 8. MIA, pre-Viking LIA and Viking Age
deposits encountered during excavations in 1996-1997. Contour
survey, resistivity and magnetometer surveys in 19956 (Sharples
1996; 1997; 1999; Hamilton in Sharples 1996; Sharples et al.
1995; Sharples forthcoming a).

Site Number: 2

Township/Locality: Bornais

Grid Reference: NF 7294 3026

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.2m

Surveyed: June 1993, April 1994, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Scarce — Viking and Medieval

Other Finds: Some ironwork of recent origin, shell and
bone in the initial survey. Norse-period buildings revealed by
excavation.

Comments: NF73SW 8. Contour survey, resistivity and
magnetometer surveys in 1995-6. Mound 2a is a small extension
to the E. Excavated 1994-1997, 1999-2000, 2003—-2004 (Parker
Pearson and Webster 1994; Sharples et al. 1995; Sharples 1996;
1997; 1999; 2000; 2003; Sharples forthcoming b). Mound 2 also
joins on to Mound 3 and they are best seen as a single Norse-
period settlement.

Site Number: 3

Township/Locality: Bornais

Grid Reference: NF 7299 3031

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1.5m

Surveyed: June 1993, April 1994, June 1994

Land Use: Grass but ploughed in 1995

Pottery: Scarce — Viking and Medieval

Other Finds: Some metal fragments, shell and bone found
initially. Norse-period buildings revealed by excavation.
Comments: NF73SW 8. Contour survey, resistivity and
magnetometer surveys in 1995-6; excavated 1996; 1997; 1999;
(Sharples et al. 1995; Sharples 1995-1997, 1999; 2005a)

Site Number: 4

Township/Locality: Bornais (Lower Bornish)

Grid Reference: NF 7330 3118

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Fairly abundant — Pre-Viking LIA Plain Ware

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This appears to be a lone site in isolation. Coring of
low sand hillocks in its vicinity failed to recover further midden
layers or settlement mounds.

Site Number: 5

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7334 3191

Dimensions: ¢.25m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1.2m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Fairly scarce — Iron Age, probably Pre-Viking LIA
Plain Wares

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: The pottery is thin and has an uneven surface possibly
caused by thumb impression.

Site Number: 6

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7333 3186

Dimensions: ¢.30m NW-SE by 8m SW-NE

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — ?Iron Age; rim sherd prob. Viking
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: About 40m S of Site 5. At least a dozen stones are
visible on the SE end of this mound.

Site Number: 7

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7331 3184

Dimensions: ¢.30m NW-SE by 10m NE-SW
Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — ?Late Iron Age (thin wares)
Other Finds: Metal slag, shell and bone
Comments: About 15m SW of Site 6. Irregular mound with
light soils.
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Site Number: 8

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7333 3182

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.80m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 2 sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: About 10m to the S of the S end of Site 6.

Site Number: 9

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7318 3212

Dimensions: ¢.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.5m (only the top metre cored).

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — MIA (sherd with incised line decoration and
sherd with applied wavy cordon)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This enormous mound was initially recognized by
Jim Bowie as an archaeological site but was not credited as such
by MPP and NS during a site visit with Bowie in June 1992.
We were not then aware that mounds like this were of human
origin. In April 1993, MPP returned with Andrew Fleming and
Angela Piccini and observed sherds, bone and shell outside the
rabbit burrows. It was from that moment that the machair survey
commenced in the new knowledge of the character of ancient
settlement sites on the machair.

Site Number: 10

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7318 3207

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.Im

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — LBA/EIA (rim and base sherd)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A finds bag in the archive from 1994 is marked Orm
19 but is most unlikely to come from Site 19 (Cill Donnain) which
is aceramic. Error in labelling: it is Orm10.

Site Number: 11

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7235 2958

Dimensions: ¢.7m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Metal slag, shell and bone
Comments: None

Site Number: 12

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7239 2945

Dimensions: c.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.05m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Sand blow-out in pasture

Pottery: Almost none — ?Iron Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A very thin deflated horizon. Probably not a
settlement per se but near areas of occupation.

Site Number: 13

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7239 2939

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed (partly grown over)

Pottery: Scarce — Iron Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 14

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7233 2938

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.70m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed (grown over)

Pottery: Scarce — Viking Age platter ware

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 15

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)

Grid Reference: NF 7224 2940

Dimensions: c.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.6m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — MIA (rim decorated with wide incised
horizontal zigzag and dots)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A rim sherd which can be matched in the Dun Mor
Vaul assemblage (MacKie 1974; Sollas A phase, Campbell 1991).
This is a very large mound.

Site Number: 16

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)

Grid Reference: NF 7260 2902

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.
Land Use: Pasture/blow-out

Pottery: Scarce — possibly Middle Iron Age

Other Finds: Iron fragment, shell and bone

Comments: This small and shallow occupation site was located
on a large sand hill immediately S of the township boundary fence
between Bornais and Cill Donnain; the sand hill extends N of
the fenceline. This is probably the site referred to in RCAHMS
records as Bornish NF 725 290 structure/midden. Excavated
by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for
excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 17

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7252 2889

Dimensions: c¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, June 1996; trial excavated
in 1998.

Land Use: Pasture/cultivation
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Pottery: Scarce — EBA (angled incisions lcm long, possibly
from a Food Vessel). Large coarseware sherds recovered in 1996,
including a fingernail-decorated sherd of Food Vessel/Collared
Urn. EIA pottery was found in a pit cut into this mound in
1998.

Other Finds: Iron fragment and pumice, shell and bone
Comments: Some of the sherds have an orange/red exterior with
angled incised decoration. Resistivity and magnetometer survey
in 1996 defined the occupation area but no trace of habitation
structures. Excavated by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37).
See Chapter 11 for excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 18

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7250 2883

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, June 1996; trial excavated
in 1998.

Land Use: Pasture/cultivation

Pottery: Scarce — EBA (Beaker sherd with thin incised chevrons).
Further EBA coarseware and a sherd with lightly incised cross-
hatching recovered in 1996. Beaker and Food Vessel sherds
excavated in 1998.

Other Finds: Large piece of pumice, shell and bone fragments
(retained)

Comments: Resistivity and magnetometer survey in 1996
defined the occupation area but no trace of habitation structures.
Excavated by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter
11 for excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 19

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7248 2877

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: No pottery or lithics, just shell and bone. This site
and Cill Donnain 21 are probably those referred to in RCAHMS
records as Sligeanach Kildonan (Cill Donnain) NF 726 286
Settlement; middens; small finds. Excavated by Niall Sharples in
1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for excavation results.

Site Number: 20
Township/Locality: Cill Donnain
Grid Reference: NF 7261 2866
Dimensions: ¢.5m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.20m
Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994
Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: None

Site Number: 21

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7265 2880
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Ploughed in 1993, pasture in 1994
Pottery: None

Other Finds: Struck flake (grey igneous), shell and bone (some
bone kept)
Comments: Presumably EBA. This site and Cill Donnain 19 are
probably those referred to in RCAHMS records as Sligeanach
Kildonan (Cill Donnain) NF 726 286 Settlement; middens;
small finds.

Site Number: 22

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7272 2882

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.10m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.
Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Metal slag, shell and bone

Comments: The test trench revealed only a very shallow shell
layer without diagnostic finds. Excavated by Niall Sharples in
1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for excavation results.

Site Number: 23

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7274 2883

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.
Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Small scatter only. The test trench revealed only
a very shallow shell layer without diagnostic finds. Excavated
by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for
excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 24

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7272 2886

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.10m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.
Land Use: Ploughed but grown over.

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: The test trench revealed only a very shallow shell
layer without diagnostic finds. Excavated by Niall Sharples in
1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for excavation results.

Site Number: 25

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7271 2892

Dimensions: ¢.7m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Scarce — EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Friable and coarse but small sherd recovered in 1994.
Excavated by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37). Dated by
radiocarbon and ceramic styles to the EIA. See Chapter 11 for
excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 26
Township/Locality: Cill Donnain
Grid Reference: NF 7270 2895
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter
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Depth of deposits: 0.50m +

Surveyed: June 1994; trial excavated in 1998.

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Scarce — EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Excavated by Niall Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37).
Dated by radiocarbon and ceramic styles to the EIA. See Chapter
11 for excavation results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 27

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7269 2898

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.80m +

Surveyed: June 1994 (cored); trial excavated in 1998.

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Scarce — Viking Age or LBA (base sherd and grass-
impressed) or MIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Part of a curved stone wall, presumably a wheelhouse
wall, was found in 1998 during trial trenching, along with MIA
pottery. Despite the find in 1994 of a sherd with Norse-style or
LBA light grass impressions, only MIA pottery was found in the
1998 excavation. This is probably recorded twice in RCAHMS
records under the name Sligeanach Deas, NF 728 291 (moved
from NF 725 291) midden; bone point (NF72NW 12) and as
Bornish midden at NF 725 290 (NF72NW 20). Excavated by Niall
Sharples in 1998 (NF72NW 37). See Chapter 11 for excavation
results and radiocarbon dates.

Site Number: 28

Township/Locality: Bornais

Grid Reference: NF 7296 2984

Dimensions: ¢.9m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m + (mound is ¢.0.50m high)
Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Three sherds (one grass-impressed platter ware — Viking
Age)

Other Finds: Shell and bone and two pieces of iron
Comments: Roughly circular with much stonework. Possibly
a wheelhouse.

Site Number: 29

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7343 3306
Dimensions: ¢.25m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.60m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — LBA/EIA (two rim sherds)
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Thick, friable and coarse sherds.

Site Number: 30

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7345 3308

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m + (mound is c¢. 1m high)

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Fairly plentiful. A single MIA sherd was found in 1994
but the pottery found in 1998 is all LBA/EIA.

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: One sherd is decorated with MIA applied S-cordon

decoration. Most of the remainder are thick-walled sherds with
large grits and soft textures, characteristic of LBA/EIA fabrics.

Site Number: 31

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig/Aird Mhicheil

Grid Reference: NF 7310 3327

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter but irregular and not an obvious
mound

Depth of deposits: 0.40m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single sherd — ?Iron Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A light coloured sandy soil with shell and bone.

Site Number: 32

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig/Aird Mhicheil

Grid Reference: NF 7319 3334

Dimensions: ¢.100m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.4m

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994, July 1998; recorded by Moore
and Wilson 2005 as SUS2

Land Use: Cemetery

Pottery: Moderate from grave cuts — Early MIA (two rims, one
with finger impressions under rim; sherd with 2 lines of stabbed
dots)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Balevullin-style stab dot decoration on one sherd
(MacKie 1965). On top of the mound are two long rectangular
turf enclosures, aligned N-S. The western one may be a house
setting (¢.5m X 15m) but the other is larger. These may be the
house and stable featured in the ghost story about the little old
lady of Aird Mhicheil (MacLennan 1997: 120-1). This site is
an enormous mound whose northern edge extends outside the
cemetery to the beach. A 50m stretch of it, between 30m and
50m from the N wall of the cemetery’s N wall, is eroding into
the sea. This is also the site of a chapel: ‘Nothing remains of this
site [chapel] Cill Aird Mhicheil, but it was apparently situated in
the old graveyard out at Aird Mhicheil. Martin Martin refers to
it as “St Michael” (155).” (Macleod 1997: 79).

Site Number: 33

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7368 3314

Dimensions: ¢.25m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m + (mound is 1m high)

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994; test trenched by Raven
Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Scarce — prob. Viking (thick obtuse-angled base)
Other Finds: Some shell, no bone

Comments: Referred to as ‘the old town’ in Gaelic (Archie
Beaton pers. comm.). Little bone or shell survives but pH test
indicates that acidity is not high. Sherd scarcity indicates LIA/
Medieval date. Test-trenching revealed extensive middens but no
diagnostic pottery (Raven 2005: 481).

Site Number: 34

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7370 3320

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m +

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1994

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Viking and Late Medieval — 1 sherd incised Medieval,
1 sherd platter ware, 1 base, 2 fine rims
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Other Finds: Shell and bone (sparse), some porcelain, glass
and slate

Comments: One sherd has the wiped exterior surface similar to
pottery in the later phase of Dun Cuier (Young 1956; i.e. pre-
Viking LIA) but the assemblage is broadly Norse and later.

Site Number: 35

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7335 3367

Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: June 1993

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: One sherd — ?Iron Age

Other Finds: No shell or bone

Comments: Found W of the standing stone at Cnoca Breac.
Survey in 1994 failed to re-locate this spot. No trace of any midden
possibly due to soil acidity. Large cattle scrape 150m WNW of
the standing stone might have been the location.

Site Number: 36

Township/Locality: Upper Bornish

Grid Reference: 7349 2969

Dimensions: 300m E-W, 50m N-S

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: April 1994

Land Use: Rough pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Foundations of five rectangular stone blackhouses
between St Mary’s Church and the church hall. Probably 19th-
early 20th century.

Site Number: 37

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)

Grid Reference: NF 7238 2957

Dimensions: c.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — Iron Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small midden deposit close to or actually where
the bronze Viking Age pin was found in 1964. It is recorded
by RCAHMS as Loch Bornish NF 723 295 Enclosures; cairn;
midden; bronze pin; pottery.

Site Number: 38

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)

Grid Reference: NF 7232 2950

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter (partly covered by dune)
Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single sherd

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Part of a large mound, hidden under deep dune

Site Number: 39

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7235 2954

Dimensions: c.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.40m

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small mound next to the stone-walled enclosure.

Site Number: 40

Township/Locality: South Bornais (Lower Bornish)
Grid Reference: NF 7230 2957

Dimensions: ¢.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.40m

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Rim of grass-impressed platter ware (?). Probably
Viking Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone, iron, antler, quartzite
Comments: A small mound.

Site Number: 41

Township/Locality: Ormacleit

Grid Reference: NF 7332 3180

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.40m

Surveyed: June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 3 sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A 1m-long line of stones NW-SE is visible on the W
side of the mound. The site is ¢.60m N of the fence line which
runs across the machair E-W to the sea.

Site Number: 42

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig/Aird Mhicheil

Grid Reference: NF 7312 3336

Dimensions: ¢.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.2m or more

Surveyed: June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Cemetery

Pottery: Three sherds — broadly Iron Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This is a large mound. Within a grave cut on its S
side could be seen a sequence of three or four 0.20m—0.40m thick
bands of dark midden soil interspersed with sand layers.

Site Number: 43

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig/Aird Mhicheil

Grid Reference: NF 7324 3334

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1994, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Two tiny sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone, charcoal and a broken bone
point

Comments: This small mound is buried beneath the SW side of
a high sand hill ¢.50m S of the cemetery’s SE corner.

Site Number: 44

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7356 3322

Dimensions: ¢.40m across

Depth of deposits: c.1.50m

Surveyed: June 1995, July 1998

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Scarce (six sherds) — Early Post-Medieval (16th—17th
century) — hard-fired red and black
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Other Finds: Shell and bone, piece of worked pumice
Comments: In Mr and Mrs Campbell’s croft.

Site Number: 45

Township/Locality: Frobost

Grid Reference: NF 7286 2569

Dimensions: 40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: June 1995, April 1996, June 1996, July 1997, June
1998, June 1999

Land Use: Pasture but large blow-out and informal sand
quarry

Pottery: Scarce in 1995 — Pictish Plain Ware and some MIA.
Large quantities of plain sherds and some decorated in June
1996. Some of the pottery was initially thought to be late EIA.
Some sherds have the ‘wiped’ surfaces and flaring rims of Pre-
Viking LIA ‘Pictish plain ware’ pottery. One sherd has an angled
applied line.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, stone walls. An antler handle was
found in 1999. A Norse-period bone pin was found just to the E
of here (Frobost Site 238) in 1996 but none of the pottery appears
to date to this period. Saddle quern.

Comments: A large settlement mound suffering damage in 1995
from sheep scrape on N side, wind erosion in the centre and
damage from unrecorded digging (hole Im x 0.80m and 0.50m
deep) within the large blow-out in the middle. Deep midden layers
exposed in the hole. In May 1996 a large hole, 10m diameter and
2m deep, was dug by machine into the S end of the mound and the
spoil was spread over Baghasdal football pitch. In the S section
of this hole two stone walls are visible, flanked by midden and
lying above midden layers. The walls may be part of a damaged
roundhouse. There has been considerable damage to the N and S
ends of the quarry, with large quantities of soil removed by JCB
bucket. See Chapter 13.

Site Number: 46

Township/Locality: Frobost

Grid Reference: NF 7282 2568

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1998; test trenched 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Several sherds on surface. Thick Norse sherds from
just below the surface in Trench 2. A rim sherd was found in
Trench 1.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, building stone

Comments: Possibly part of 45. Two shallow trial trenches,
Trench 1 and Trench 2, and a smaller test pit were dug in June
1998 in order to date the mound’s upper layers. Trench 1 (3.30m
NW-SE x 1.50m SW-NE x 0.40m deep) was located on the
mound’s northeastern slope whilst Trench 2 (1m square x 0.48m
deep) was dug into the top of the mound 13m SSE of Trench
1. The 0.30m-square test pit was dug midway between the two.
See Chapter 13.

Site Number: 47

Township/Locality: Frobost

Grid Reference: NF 7280 2547

Dimensions: ¢.80m diameter

Depth of deposits: 4m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1998; test trenched 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Three sherds — one has two near-parallel incised lines
(from an angled chevron motif) and is MIA.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, iron fragment

Comments: The mound has been deeply eroded in its centre
where there is now a large, grassed-over blow-out or quarry within
which six large stones lie. Shells have been found in rabbit holes
to the N and E of this hollow. The pottery came from a rabbit
scrape to its S. Two Im square test trenches were dug on the S
side of the hollow to obtain further dating evidence. One of these,
Trench 3, was located on the slope of this hollow. Beneath 0.50m
of windblown sand was a homogeneous layer of brown sand with
shells 0.90m deep and capped with a 0.05m-thick dense shelly
layer. Only two small pieces of bone were found in this layer.
Trench 4 was dug 10m to the S of Trench 3 but was abandoned
after 0.50m depth of windblown sand. See Chapter 13.

Site Number: 48

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7324 2382

Dimensions: ¢.100m N-S, 70m E-W

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998, June 1999; test trenched July
1998 and by Raven

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Copious but plain. Probably Norse and Medieval or
later on the basis of the thin rotary quernstone.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, fish bone and some slag. Reports
of bone pins from a site in this area, on/around the golf course,
may relate to this site or to Sites 96 and 97. Rotary quernstone
and bone point found during excavation in July 1998. 12th—14th
century copper alloy pin found in subsequent excavations by J.
Raven.

Comments: This and sites 9697 and 232 are NF72SW 21. Found
by Don MacPhee in 1995/1996 and confirmed by Mary Harman.
Known as the ‘Hill of the Old Kiln’ acc. Uilleam Macdonald. He
says that it was deliberately flattened earlier this century, hence
the long low shape. To the SW, ¢.30m from the mound, drains
have been cut into the waterlogged sand ¢.0.50m deep, revealing
shells and a piece of land drain tile — potential for organic survival
close to the settlement mound. Trench 10, 2m NE-SW x Im NW-
SE, was dug on the SW side of the mound to a depth of ¢.0.70m.
There were large quantities of animal bones but very few sherds.
The finding of a complete rotary quernstone supports a Medieval
or later date for the site, though its thinness suggests that it may
be Post-Medieval. Later test-trench excavation by John Raven
found a 12th—14th century copper alloy pin at the base of a turf-
walled structure, c.Im down,. This turf wall with stone footings
formed part of a rectangular building whose plan was revealed
by geophysical survey (Raven 2005: 476-8).

Site Number: 49

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7346 2200
Dimensions: ¢.25m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Cemetery

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: An obviously artificial mound inside part of the
cemetery which is no longer used for burials.

Site Number: 50
Township/Locality: Dalabrog
Grid Reference: NF 7337 2194
Dimensions: c.25m diameter
Depth of deposits: 2m
Surveyed: June 1995
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Land Use: Cemetery

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: A second obviously artificial mound inside part of
the cemetery which is no longer used for burials.

Site Number: 51

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7395 2194

Dimensions: 30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: There is dark soil in the few rabbit scrapes but no
midden material (it seems sandy enough to preserve bone and
shell). Another mound, immediately to the N, is a possible site
but the sand is yellow and clean in its rabbit scrapes. This may be
RCAHMS’s site of Dun Ruadh (NF 7379 2184), of which there
is no other sign, or even Loch Hallan midden (NF 73 21), a name
which could refer to one of a number of sites in this area.

Site Number: 52

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Sheile/Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7305 2218

Dimensions: 40m N-S x 60m E-W

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1999

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — undiagnostic but not thick or friable enough to
be LBA/EIA — MIA or later

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Scatter of midden material in rabbit scrapes in a
gully through which a track passes. The mound might have been
flattened some time ago but there are no stones on the surface.
The site is on the E side of a small sand hill, NE of a high sand
hill. There is also midden material from the base of the high sand
hill on its N side and ¢.10m to the N of this. This may be the site
where Mr J. Wedderspoon recorded the demolition of a ‘bee-hive
shaped structure of dry stonework’ filled with sand and 9 or 10
feet high but with no door or exterior passage (presumably a
wheelhouse or EIA roundhouse) from which ¢.25 tons of stone
were taken to build the graveyard wall. He says that all that was
left was a saddle quern (‘a basin-shaped stone’) which was taken
to Askernish (1912: 327-28).

Site Number: 53

Township/Locality: Dalabrog/Cladh Hallan

Grid Reference: NF 7305 2207

Dimensions: 50-100m in extent

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.40m

Surveyed: June 1995. Excavated 1996

Land Use: Disused sand quarry and blow-out

Pottery: Some LBA/EIA. The flint scraper hints at EBA
activity.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, some stone, flint scraper, fired clay
ball, human phalanx

Comments: Within a scooped-out ‘amphitheatre’ or bowl 100m
N-S and 50m E-W. The midden layer, revealed by rabbit scrapes,
appears to follow a contour within the W and N sides of this
depression. A small, still eroding blow-out, excavated in 1996 as
Area B, has revealed stones. Many stones were taken from here,
apparently, to build the cemetery wall in the 19th century. This
is immediately N of the excavated house Site 54. This too may

be the site (or, alternatively, perhaps on the track between Sites
54 and 56 or the track past Site 52) where Mr J. Wedderspoon
recorded the demolition of a ‘bee-hive shaped structure of dry
stonework’ filled with sand and 9 or 10 feet high but with no door
or exterior passage (presumably a wheelhouse or EIA roundhouse)
from which ¢.25 tons of stone were taken to build the graveyard
wall. He says that all that was left was a saddle quern (‘a basin-
shaped stone’) which was taken to Askernish (1912: 327-28).
Wedderspoon found a second midden retracing his steps towards
the burial ground, at the base of a 30-yard wide blow-out. Here
he found two urned cremations (one probably EBA on the basis
of herringbone decoration, found with an S-shaped piece of ‘clay
slate’), antlers, teeth of cattle and other animals, horse (4 only)
and humans (2 teeth only). This may therefore be NF72SW 5.

Site Number: 54

Township/Locality: Dalabrog/Cladh Hallan

Grid Reference: NF 7305 2203

Dimensions: 10m N-S x 5Sm E-W

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: Excavated June/July 1989, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998

Land Use: Disused sand quarry

Pottery: EBA (Cordoned Urn), LBA, EIA with EIA house (House
150) and midden.

Other Finds: Human skeletons, shell, bone, worked quartz and
flint. See excavation reports (Moth 1989; Parker Pearson and
Roper 1994; Mulville and Parker Pearson 1995; Atkinson ef al.
1996; Mulville and Parker Pearson 1997; Parker Pearson et al.
2004: 85-6).

Comments: This is Area C of the excavation, which includes an
EIA double roundhouse with a small connecting doorway, dug
into LBA midden covering EBA Cordoned Urn settlement layer.
The lintel of the doorway is in situ today, at knee-height from
the present ground surface. NF72SW 15.

Site Number: 55

Township/Locality: Dalabrog/Cladh Hallan

Grid Reference: NF 7318 2188

Dimensions: 40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: June 1994, June 1995, June-July 1997, June-July
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003

Land Use: Former sand quarry; the hollow has now been
reinstated. It is under grass, with some reconstructed stone
walling, but is still vulnerable to wind erosion and misuse.
Pottery: EBA, MBA, LBA, EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone, stone-walled houses.
Comments: Sherds were scarce on the quarry surface. Before
excavation an area of ¢.40m x 20m of the top of the midden had
been exposed as a surface down to which sand was extracted.
The N and NE sides were damaged by vehicle ruts. The site is
susceptible to wind erosion. It probably extends 40m to the S
where bone and shell are visible in rabbit scrapes on the other
side of the sand hill. Three roundhouses have been excavated in
the centre of the quarry area and a double-celled roundhouse has
been excavated on the NE side of the occupation area. Excavation
of this Area A in 19962003 (Atkinson et al. 1996; Mulville and
Parker Pearson 1997; Marshall et al. 1998; 1999; Parker Pearson et
al. 2000; 2001;2002; 2004: 59—87; 2005; 2007, Parker Pearson et
al. in prep.). Area D is the southern end of the mound, excavated
in 2001. NF72SW 11 and 17.

Site Number: 56
Township/Locality: Dalabrog
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Grid Reference: NF 7317 2188

Dimensions: c¢.5m E-W x 8m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Sand quarry

Pottery: Copious — LBA/EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A thin layer which had been truncated by the W
side of the sand quarry. It sat c.Im above the midden layer of
55. Also suffering from wind erosion where the turf had gone
over an area of 20m to the W of the quarry. Not traced during
1996 excavations and it was almost certainly a layer of midden
material redeposited during quarrying operations in the 1990s.
It is thus not a separate occupation site.

Site Number: 57

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7319 2162

Dimensions: 8m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1998, September 2000 (geophysical
survey), September 2002

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 3 sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone and quartz flake

Comments: There are two similar mounds to the S of this one (226
and 227/225) both producing shells. Resistivity and magnetometry
surveys were carried out on Sites 57, 225/227 and 226 by Andrew
Chamberlain in September 2000. An anomaly to the E of Site 226
may be the remains of an E-W oriented EBA house.

Site Number: 58

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7323 2174

Dimensions: 5m stretch exposed, ¢.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — originally thought to be LBA/EIA but the 1998
pottery, including a wavy cordon, is MIA.

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small exposure and rabbit holes within a large
quarried-out dune with some stonework lying around.

Site Number: 59

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7346 2133 (GPS)

Dimensions: c.12m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Copious including several Pictish LIA ‘wiped’ sherds
Other Finds: Shell and bone, quartz flake

Comments: A small mound with midden material in the rabbit
scrapes. The site of Sithean na Phiobaire was recorded by
RCAHMS (NF 734 214 possible aisled roundhouse; possible
wheelhouse; midden; pins) as being 100m to the N but the
sand hill has been quarried and there is no trace of this other
archaeological site.

Site Number: 60

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7356 2133 (GPS)
Dimensions: 10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture/sand blow-out

Pottery: 12 sherds undiagnostic (one sherd possibly platter ware),
one sherd MIA with parallel incised lines

Other Finds: Shell and bone, stone structure

Comments: A high mound with a blow-out in its centre. The
erosion surface has largely stabilized but the N end is suffering
from wind erosion as well as rabbit holes. Some of the stones
appear to be part of a buried wall line.

Site Number: 61

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7350 2073 (GPS)

Dimensions: 6m+ diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: One sherd — Viking Age (base with finger impressions
on top and grass impressions on underside)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Immediately N of a corrugated iron cowshed
within an E-facing slope. Low concentration of shells. Exposed
by cattle/sheep scrape along a 6m length. This is probably the
same as the site recorded by RCAHMS as Bruthach an Tigh
Tallan (‘the Brae of the Buried House’; NF 734 207, NF72SW
3; possible aisled roundhouse; possible wheelhouse; midden;
bronze pin; ‘...a midden with a few stones is all that remains
of a wheel-house...which was completely removed some years
ago.’ [Lethbridge 1952: 176]. ‘A bronze [ring-headed pin] was
found by Dr Kissling in the midden at Bruthach na Tigh Tallan.’
[ibid.: 184]). Presumably the MIA site and this Viking site were
adjacent.

Site Number: 62

Township/Locality: Dalabrog/Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7357 2050

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Human bones and skulls reported

Comments: Marked on O.S. Map (1:10,000) as an ancient
burial ground. Skulls reportedly found whilst excavating a potato
clamp, on the S side of a large sand hill. The sand is clean with
no shells. Angus Mackenzie, local crofter, also found a skull
on the S side of the sand hill many years ago, immediately N
of the E-W fence line (NF72SW 2). This may also be the same
location as a midden with flint and quartz recorded at NF 7350
2050 (NF72SW 13).

Site Number: 63

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7336 2038 (GPS)

Dimensions: ¢.80m E-W and 50m N-S

Depth of deposits: Sm

Surveyed: February 1995, June 1995, July 1996, June 1998,
geophysical survey July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — MIA (Incised line decoration and a thick, in-
turned rim in 1995; 1st century BC/AD cordon in 1996; 2 wavy
cordons and 2 sherds with parallel incised lines in 1998)
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A large mound, partly covered by a large dune. Finds
visible in rabbit scrapes. W end partly covered by a dune. Surveyed
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with a resistivity meter in July 1998 by Andrew Chamberlain; the
anomalies suggest the presence of several wheelhouses.

Site Number: 64

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7337 2015

Dimensions: c.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2.50m

Surveyed: NW part excavated summer 1951, geophysical survey
July 1998

Land Use: Archaeological excavation not backfilled

Pottery: Copious — MIA

Other Finds: See excavation report

Comments: Wheelhouse, very well preserved before excavation
(Lethbridge 1952) but now in serious state of collapse. Recorded
by RCAHMS as Bruthach an Tionail Ard NF 73372022 (NF72SW
1) but named as Bruthach Sitheanach (‘Brae of the Fairy Hill")
by Lethbridge (1952: 178). Aisled roundhouse; trumpet brooch;
middens. ‘...[D]iscoloured grass indicated the presence of
buildings...It seemed probable that at least three circular buildings
existed here in close contact with one another.’(Lethbridge 1952:
176); “... at least three rings of brown grass, which indicated
walling close below the surface. One of these c.thirty feet in
diameter, suggested the existence of a wheel-house.” (Lethbridge
1954: 181). Geophysical survey with a resistivity meter in July
1998 by Andrew Chamberlain suggests the presence of two other
wheelhouses, both with circular annexes.

Site Number: 65

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7321 2057

Dimensions: c.5m exposed

Depth of deposits: Walls ¢.Im high

Surveyed: February 1995

Land Use: Beach

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Two small stretches of drystone walls, with convex
sides. Probably ancient field boundaries of unknown date.

Site Number: 66

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7290 1980

Dimensions: 40m N-S and 15m E-W

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: February 1995, June 1995; excavated June-July 1996,
1997, 1998; recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as SU21; most
of the excavated area was washed away by 2010.

Land Use: Machair sand cliff above beach

Pottery: Viking Age

Other Finds: Shell and bone, stone walls, antler combs, bone
pins, coins (Parker Pearson et al. 1996; Brennand et al. 1997,
Brennand et al. 1998; Parker Pearson ef al. forthcoming).
Comments: Sequence of Norse-period longhouses, excavated
in 1996-98 (NF7INW 18). First seen by Seumus and Callum
MacDonald in winter 1993/94. This is probably the same site
as NF7INW 11, reported by Richard Feacham in 1951. About
Im of it then eroded in one year. The coast is eroding steadily at
this rate and 20m went in 20-25 years; a major storm destroyed
the site in 2005. RCAHMS records another site (Cille Pheadair
88) at Sithean Biorach, 100m to the N (NF 729 199). This might
have been a separate settlement site of which there is no longer
any trace. The same goes for Cille Pheadair 81. Cille Pheadair
was ‘at one time a large and important chapel’ (Macleod 1997:
80); ‘In 1309 King Robert the Bruce granted... land in the parish

of Kilpedire Blisen’ (Origines 1851: 366 cited in Macleod 1997:
83). ‘According to the oldest men (in the 17th century) there
are destroyed touns and paroch churches of Kilmarchirmor and
Kilpetil, and the church of Kilmonie is now called Kilpetil, that is,
the church of the muir, for so it lay of old nearest the muirs, but
now the sea and sands have approached it. There be sum remaynes
of the destroyed churches yit to be seen at low tydes or ebbing
water.” (Origines 1851: 368, cited in Macleod 1997: 83). This site
should not be confused with Sithean Biorach (Site 88).

Site Number: 67

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7353 1752

Dimensions: ¢.8m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1995; geophysical survey by Raven

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small scatter with no appreciable mound.
Geophysical survey by John Raven suggested that settlement
remains within this mound might have been demolished (Raven
2005: 478-9).

Site Number: 68

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7361 1747

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1995; geophysical survey by Raven

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Sparse — Post-Medieval (one glazed sherd, one coarse
but hard-fired).

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: No appreciable mound. This may be the machair
settlement (or part of it) that was abandoned as late as the late
18th/ early 19th century acc. to Seumus MacDonald (whose
great-great-grandfather lived here). It was supposedly abandoned
because of disease. If so, it would appear to be the only late
(i.e. post-Norse) machair settlement abandonment in the survey
area. Geophysical survey by Raven suggested that settlement
remains within this mound might have been demolished (Raven
2005: 478-9).

Site Number: 69

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7367 1746

Dimensions: ¢.35m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Cultivation and pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A large mound which is occasionally ploughed (under
grass when surveyed). Absence of rabbits. This is probably the site
referred to by Lethbridge as a wheelhouse (1952: 177 map).

Site Number: 70

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7364 1738
Dimensions: c.45m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Ruined chapel and cemetery
Pottery: None
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Other Finds: Late 17th century copper coin, glass, porcelain
Comments: No ground disturbance and none of the burials are
recent. Presumably this prominent mound is artificial and an
ancient settlement site.This is NF71NW 4. Teampall, Baghasdal:
‘There is no certainty at present about the location of this chapel.
The ONB states, “A burial ground 1 mile S of North Boisdale
and 1 mile north east of South Boisdale and is the supposed site
of a chapel.”(Inverness 1878: 92)’ (Macleod 1997: 81).

Site Number: 71

Township/Locality: Leth Meadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7370 1715 (GPS)

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small scatter in a flat field. This or possibly Site
72 may be the same as RCAHMS’s record of a mound, midden
and human remains in Leth Meadhanach (NF 737 170; NF7INW
9), 300 yards SSE of the burial ground and 200 yards from the
shore, 45’ by 30’ and 2°6” high (1928: 119).

Site Number: 72

Township/Locality: Leth Meadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7380 1684 (GPS)
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: A small, low mound, partly under cultivation in
1995, N of the Abhainn Mhor stream.

Site Number: 73

Township/Locality: Smercleit

Grid Reference: NF 7463 1525/NF 7464 1522

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3-2m

Surveyed: June 1995, Sept 2000, 2001, 2003

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Recorded as a dun in Loch an Duin. Presumably this
was an island broch since it seems to have been circular with a
steep profile. Fairly small stones (30-40cm) have been re-used in
a small building. Otherwise there is no indication of its original
character. See Chapter 6.

Site Number: 74

Township/Locality: Smercleit

Grid Reference: NF 7448 1497

Dimensions: ¢.50m N-S and 110m E-W

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1997, June 1999; geophysical survey
and trial trenched 2000

Land Use: Cultivation/pasture (western half ploughed in 1999)
Pottery: Single sherd in 1997; lots in 1999 — 18th—19th century
porcelain, 16th—18th century thin hard-fired, red and black-
surfaced coarse wares and thin rims, 1 possible Viking Age sherd
(but no diagnostic Medieval). In 2007, LBA/EIA sherds were
noted by MPP from the base of the mound’s eroding S side.

Other Finds: Shell and bone. Bone/antler comb, presumably
Viking Age

Comments: Recalled by Mrs MacAulay, retired school teacher,
as two ancient midden sites where she found shell and bone as
a child. She found a Norse-period bone/antler comb here. The
sometimes cultivated field was under pasture in 1995 and there
were no rabbit holes or beach exposures producing midden
material. In 1997 shells were visible in a rabbit scrape and in
a small stripped area. The sherds and bones were found in the
mound’s exposed S side on the beach, c.60m W of the gate.
Chamberlain carried out a resistivity survey in 2000, which
revealed 5 anomalies. In September 2000 Raven excavated 5 test
trenches in these anomalies. The excavations revealed a complex
sequence of structures (formerly turf walls formed by stone
footings) dating from the MIA to the 17th—late 19th centuries.
Recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as SU69.

Site Number: 75

Township/Locality: Smercleit

Grid Reference: NF 7451 1485

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.05m

Surveyed: June 1995, June 1997

Land Use: Cultivation/pasture

Pottery: Porcelain

Other Finds: Shell and bone. Stone buildings

Comments: A flat site with stone walls of two blackhouses, a
third eroding into the sea, and an associated midden also eroding
on the S side into the sea. One of these sites (74 and 75) may be
wrongly located by RCAHMS whose records refer to a sithean,
a small mound of soil and stones 5Sm diameter and 0.60m high,
never cultivated, in the middle of a croft %2 mile NNW of the
Polochar Inn and 200 yards from the shore (1928: 119).

Site Number: 76

Township/Locality: Cille Bhrighde

Grid Reference: NF 7570 1410

Dimensions: 20m E-W, 15m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1995

Land Use: Pasture (back yard)

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Human skeleton found in 1980s by Patrick Morrison
of 8 Cille Bhrighde.

Comments: NF71SE 1. The site of the church of Cille Bhrighde.
Although it is marked on the O.S. 1:10,000 map, the spot marked
is too far to the W. The site is visible as a low rise, partly artificial,
partly natural knoll directly behind the modern house. Pont refers
to this as ‘Kilvrid’. ‘In the old burying ground at Kilbride is the
site of the ancient church of the same name, but all traces of it
have been swept away.” RCHM(S) 1928: 120. Recorded by Moore
and Wilson 2005 as SU73.

Site Number: 77

Township/Locality: Cille Bhrighde

Grid Reference: NF 7583 1403

Dimensions: c.5m exposure

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Beach

Pottery: Single sherd — Post-Medieval (hard-fired, flared rim
with orange surface)

Other Finds: None

Comments: Probably too acidic for bone and shell to survive.
This might have been a small shieling or fisherman’s temporary
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camp. In the exposed cliff face the soils appear not to be humanly
modified.

Site Number: 78

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Bhailteas

Grid Reference: NF 7264 2590

Dimensions: ¢.5m

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1993, June 1996

Land Use: Trackway

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A very ephemeral site. Not visible in June 1996.

Site Number: 79

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Bhailteas

Grid Reference: NF 728 272

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: RCAHMS records

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: ?

Other Finds: ?

Comments: Recorded as amidden (NF72NW 12 on CANMORE).
There is no trace of any ancient occupation. It was completely
quarried away some years ago acc. Neil MacMillan.

Site Number: 80
Township/Locality: Dalabrog
Grid Reference: NF 729 221
Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?
Surveyed: RCAHMS records
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: ?

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: No longer visible, unless it is Sites 53-54
mislocated.

Site Number: 81

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 728 196

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: RCAHMS records

Land Use: Beach

Pottery: Yes — unknown date

Other Finds: Shell and bone, nails

Comments: No longer visible and thus probably eroded away
by the sea. The presence of nails suggests a Norse or later date.
This may be the site recorded by Lethbridge as 350 yards SW
of the Kilpheder wheelhouse (1952: 176). From either this or
another site (150 yards SW of the wheelhouse) came an Iron
Age long-handled weaving comb. He mentions a third site 200
yards to the SE of the wheelhouse, completely buried in 1952.
Site 81 is the approximate location of the Pre-Viking Late Iron
Age square cairn found in the beach shingle and excavated in
1998 (NF7INW 19). The cairn covered the stone-lined grave of
a 40-year old woman (Brennand et al. 1998; Parker Pearson et
al. 2004: 117-23).

Site Number: 82
Township/Locality: Cill Donnain
Grid Reference: NF 7315 2816
Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m +

Surveyed: 1989; trial trenched in June 1995

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Medieval

Other Finds: See survey and excavation reports (Parker Pearson
1995; Chapters 3 and 14 this volume)

Comments: Cille Donnain Late Norse church site and disused
burial ground (Fleming and Woolf 1992) with range of Medieval
‘cell’ buildings. ‘Kildonan’ is mentioned in a paper in 1498
describing how James IV was giving away land in South Uist
(Origines Parochiales Scotiae, 1851, Lizars, p. 366; cited in
Macleod 1997: 79). Other references to churches are: Martin
Martin’s reference to “St. Jeremy’s chapel’ in South Uist; Origines
1851 maps a church to the E of Kildonan called ‘Clachan of
Branagh’ — there is no information as to whether this is linked
to Clach Ard an Dugain (Macleod 1997: 83).

Site Number: 83

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7280 2858

Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: June 1994, 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: IA rim found in 1994. Udal platter ware found in
1996.

Other Finds: Iron fragment, shell and bone

Comments: Stones strewn all around this grassed blow-out,
suggesting previous damage to buildings. Within the same erosion
gully as Cill Donnain III (Site 85), ¢.200m to the S of it. A Viking
Age settlement, probably part of the same complex as Site 84. A
10m-long N-S line of stones may be the E wall of a longhouse.
This is probably the source of the collection of small bronze items
found by Coinneach Maclean in 1963 (NF72NW 15).

Site Number: 84

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7280 2861

Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: June 1994

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Scarce — one sherd of Viking Age grass-impressed
platter

Other Finds: Piece of iron, bone and shell

Comments: Previously thought to be part of Cill Donnain III
(Site 85) but the same date as Site 83.

Site Number: 85

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7284 2857

Dimensions: 15m diameter +

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: June 1987 and 1988; excavated June 1989, 1990,
1991; cored 2004

Land Use: Disused sand quarry

Pottery: MIA, LIA and EBA (Cordoned Urn)

Other Finds: See excavation reports (Zvelebil 1989; 1990; 1991;
Zvelebil and Parker Pearson in prep.) and also Parker Pearson
and Seddon 2004.

Comments: This is Cill Donnain III wheelhouse (NF72NW 25
and 26). Part of this site was excavated but probably most of it
remains buried under dunes. The bronze mushroom-headed pin
found by Coinneach Maclean (NF72NW 14) probably came from
here.The EBA settlement has been partially damaged but is largely
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preserved beneath the excavated site of the Iron Age wheelhouse.
The wheelhouse’s ephemeral stonework has been re-erected in
the grounds of Kildonan Museum. At NF 7273 2860 there is a
standing stone which is now completely buried under sand; human
remains were found in the vicinity (NF72NW 3).

Site Number: 86

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7265 2845

Dimensions: ¢.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: June 1988

Land Use: Pasture (grassed-over hollow)

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stones

Comments: Cill Donnain II — undated and uncharacterized. No
midden. Some in situ stones suggest a structure. This may well
not be an archaeological feature.

Site Number: 87

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7259 2828

Dimensions: 40m E-W, 15m N-S

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.30m

Surveyed: June 1987 and 1988; trial trenched June 1988;
surveyed June 1996

Land Use: Sand blow-out gradually reverting to grass.
Pottery: Beaker sherds, grey wares, sherd with small nipple-
like boss.

Other Finds: 2 barbed-and-tanged flint arrowheads (one broken),
a bone point, 4 thumbnail flint scrapers, flint flakes, fragment of
black battle-axe, dense shells and some bone. The first B&T was
found in 1988, the remaining artefacts in 1996.

Comments: This is Cill Donnain I, trial excavated in 1988.
Radiocarbon dates of 2350-1890 cal BC and 2140-1690 cal BC
(OxA-3353 and OxA-3354) from carbonized seeds. Evidence of
stone foundations of possibly three round/oval buildings. Contour,
resistivity and magnetometer survey in 1996. The site was first
located in 1987 by Martin Wildgoose. See Chapter 10.

Site Number: 88

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair, Sithean Biorach

Grid Reference: NF 729 199

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: RCAHMS records (NF71NW 10)

Land Use: Sand cliff above beach

Pottery: ?

Other Finds: Shell and bone, stone structures

Comments: No longer visible and thus probably eroded away
by the sea. The location of this site was remembered by Seumus
MacDonald. Cleaning of the beach section in this locality
indicated that there were no surviving midden layers though a
few winkle and limpet shells in the clean windblown sand attest
to the former location of a settlement, since washed away. This
is not the Viking settlement (Site 66) excavated in 19961998
and recorded by Moore and Wilson (2005) as SU21.

Site Number: 89
Township/Locality: Upper Bornish
Grid Reference: NF 7340 2990
Dimensions: c.40m N-S, 80m E-W
Depth of deposits: 0.50m
Surveyed: Trial trenched June 1996
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Medieval-Post-Medieval

Other Finds: See excavation report (Marshall ef al. 1996) and
Chapter 16

Comments: Known as the ‘Hill of the Son of Angus’ (NF72NW
30) and as the site of the 19th-century tacksman’s house in Bornais
acc. Neil MacMillan. Probably a long sequence of occupation.

Site Number: 90

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7275 2850

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.20m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 2004

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone, slag (non-metallurgical)
Comments: ¢.100m SW of Cill Donnain III (Site 85)

Site Number: 91

Township/Locality: Upper Bornish/Ardvule

Grid Reference: NF 7167 2988

Dimensions: ¢.100m E-W, 50m N-S

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1996; July 1997; recorded by Moore and Wilson
2005 as SU58

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Porcelain, stoneware

Other Finds: Iron cooking-pot fragment, iron mole trap (recent).
See Badcock et al. 2000.

Comments: NF72NW 21. Kelpers’ cottages. 19 small structures
¢.5m by 3m with E-facing entrances, arranged in a courtyard
shape along three sides and open to the W. Outlier house on NE
side. Supposedly occupied in the first two decades of the 19th
century but the porcelain dates to the later 19th and early 20th
centuries. Unconfirmed account of early 19th-century inhabitants
eating off floor because too poor to own crockery. Badly affected
by rabbits.

Site Number: 92

Township/Locality: Upper Bornish/Ardvule

Grid Reference: NF 7163 2988

Dimensions: c.15m diameter, 1m high.

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone, glass and iron

Comments: Probably part of the 19th-century kelpers’ village.

Site Number: 93

Township/Locality: Upper Bornish/Ardvule
Grid Reference: NF 7163 2991
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Two sherds (undiagnostic)

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 94
Township/Locality: Baghasdal
Grid Reference: NF 7341 1908
Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?
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Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture/cultivation

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stones

Comments: Acc. Mr MacAuley of Cille Pheadair, he found a
lintel-like stone while ploughing here many years ago. There
are stones on the surface here that have come from elsewhere.
Possibly a cairn site? At NF 7342 1868 there are two sand hills
which may possibly be settlement mounds (no rabbit burrows).

Site Number: 95

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7340 2392

Dimensions:

Depth of deposits:

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Former standing stone, lying E-W immediately
N of the track.

Comments: A long stone (¢.2m long and 0.40m wide and 0.40m
thick), with a pecked band (¢.30mm wide) around it, ¢.0.40m from
its E end. It has not been here long but presumably comes from
the vicinity. Lies immediately N of the modern road, ¢.20m S of
the old track to Aisgernis. It is said to have been taken from the
masonry of the demolished estate barns. Information from Don
MacPhee, Uilleam Macdonald, Neil MacMillan.

Site Number: 96

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7328 2402

Dimensions: c.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: June 1996; June 1997; trial trenched February 1998
and July 1998; and by Raven

Land Use: Pasture. Ploughed on W side in spring 1997
Pottery: Sparse — one neck sherd with small triangle impressions,
another sherd with a short vertical incision, another with angled
incisions on the shoulder — Medieval. Raven’s excavations found
Middle Iron Age pottery.

Other Finds: Shell, bone, recent glass and iron

Comments: This and Sites 48, 97 and 232 are NF72SW 21.
On land farmed directly by South Uist Estates. Shallow cattle
scrape on surface. On 15/2/98 a small trial-trenching exercise was
carried out by M. Parker Pearson, J. Symonds and Ramilisonina.
Six trenches (0.50m X 0.50m) were dug in a N-S line 50m W
of and parallel to the N-S open field drain to the E of the site.
These trenches ran from the middle of the mound to its northern
edge. The northernmost trench (Tr. 1) lay due E of the junction
between the N-S and E-W field drains to the E of the site. Trench
2 was 2m S of Trench 1. Trench 3 was 1m S of Trench 2. Trench
4 was 4m S of Trench 3. Trench 5 was 5.50m S of Trench 4.
Trench 6 was 6m S of Trench 6. A seventh trench (Tr. 7) was
dug c.5m W of Tr. 4. The southernmost trench (Tr. 6) produced a
single sherd from the grey sand beneath the topsoil. The triangle-
impressed and other sherds came from a thin orange and black
midden layer in Tr. 2. Stones in Tr. 3 might have belonged to a
structure. Trench 8, 2m E-W x 1m N-S, was dug in July 1998
adjacent to Trench 2 in order to sample the thin midden layer for
more diagnostic pottery. Raven’s later geophysical survey and
excavations (5 trenches) found walling, probable floor layers,
midden and some Late Medieval-Early Post-Medieval pottery,
as well as MIA pottery (Raven 2005: 476-8).

Site Number: 97

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7331 2410

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996; trial trenched July 1998; and by Raven
Land Use: Pasture. Ploughed in spring 1997.

Pottery: Some sherds, probably Medieval, and pieces of 19th-
century porcelain. Middle Iron Age pottery found by J. Raven.
Other Finds: Shells and bone

Comments: This and Sites 48, 96 and 232 are NF72SW 21. On
land farmed directly by South Uist Estates. Trench 9, 2m N-S x 2m
E-W, was located on the southern edge of this mound. Porcelain
was found in the ploughsoil but only earthenware sherds came
from lower levels. None of these sherds are decorated but their
thin fabrics and hard-fired surfaces suggest a Medieval date.
Raven’s later geophysical survey and excavations (6 trenches)
found walling, probable floor layers, midden and some Late
Medieval-Early Post-Medieval pottery, as well as MIA pottery
(Raven 2005: 476-8).

Site Number: 98

Township/Locality: Cille Bhrighde

Grid Reference: NF 7534 1429

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1.50m

Surveyed: June 1996, February 1998, June 1999, trial trenched
2000

Land Use: Partially cultivated

Pottery: Copious but mostly undiagnostic. MIA cordon-decorated
pottery from deeper levels of test trenches

Other Finds: Shell and bone, slate

Comments: The southern part of the mound has been quarried
into in the past. Possibly the occupation layers are limited to
the upper part of this mound. Trial trenched in September 2000
by Raven. The 4 trenches revealed 2.50m of stratified deposits,
continuing even deeper. A turf wall with stone footings and
thick midden layers were associated with MIA pottery (Raven
2005: 480-1).

Site Number: 99

Township/Locality: Dreumasadal

Grid Reference: NF 7513 3706

Dimensions: ¢.60m N-S by 20m E-W

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: June and July 1996, June 1999

Land Use: Pasture (ploughed for barley and potatoes in 1999)
Pottery: Some including grass-impressed — Viking Age rim and
platter ware in 1999

Other Finds: Shells and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 100

Township/Locality: Stadhlaigearraidh

Grid Reference: NF 7532 3801

Dimensions: 50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 6m

Surveyed: June 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — one sherd with horizontal and angled incisions
- MIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Finds of pottery and shells came only from the E
side of this mound c¢.1m above its base. The hill is known as
A’Cheardach (the smithy) acc. Mr MacAskill.
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Site Number: 101
Township/Locality: Tobha Mor
Grid Reference: NF 7554 3657
Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.05 m
Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Porcelain

Other Finds: Shell, slate, iron
Comments: On flat, E-facing slope.

Site Number:102
Township/Locality: Sniseabhal
Grid Reference: NF 7478 3564
Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.05m
Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Porcelain

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: On flat, E-facing slope.

Site Number: 103

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7556 4092

Dimensions: 40m E-W by 20m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: Excavated 1957; June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some

Other Finds: Shells, bone (see MacLaren 1974).

Comments: Site of excavated Viking Age house (NF74SE 5).
No pottery found in excavations but picked up off surface in
rabbit scrapes in 1996 and 1998. No signs of other structures or
of a larger settlement area. This site is recorded as number 9 and
possibly also number 8 by the Ministry of Works in the late 1950s.
Stones are visible on the surface. A nearby site of a ‘Viking hut’
was excavated in 1956 by K.A. Steer for the Ministry of Works;
this was located at NF 7558 4101 (NF74SE 10).

Site Number: 104

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7560 4080

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: Excavated 1957; June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single sherd

Other Finds: Shell, bone, stones.

Comments: Excavated by Jack Scott in 1957 but unpublished
—‘hut circles’. No significant finds were made (Scott pers. comm.).
NF74SE 8. See Figure 1.4.

Site Number: 105

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7567 4063

Dimensions: c.15m diameter for each of the two spreads of
stone

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stones in two small clumps, one located 15m SW
of the other.

Comments: No signs of settlement activity or shells. Possibly a
recent feature or maybe one or two cairns?

Site Number: 106

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7570 4063
Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 6 sherds including a base sherd.
Other Finds: Shell, stones

Comments: About 100m SSE of Site 105.

Site Number: 107

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7575 4057

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996. Not relocated in July 1998.
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: None

Site Number: 108

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7570 4055

Dimensions: 2 mounds c.10m diameter each

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 5 sherds including a base sherd (MIA-LIA)

Other Finds: Shell, in W mound stones

Comments: Immediately N of and bisected by the new fence.
The mounds are ¢.5m apart. The W mound is under the fence
line and the E mound is immediately N of it.

Site Number: 109

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7571 4050

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.05m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Sparse, undiagnostic

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: About S0m S of Site 108. An ESE-WNW line of
stones, along with other large stones, is visible.

Site Number: 110

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7577 4040

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: Excavated 1957; June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Copious — MIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone, wheelhouse (Fairhurst 1971)
Comments: Excavated wheelhouse of A’Cheardach Bheag, with
most of the stonework arranged in a large arc on the western edge
of the site. Ministry of Works number 10. NF74SE 7.

Site Number: 111
Township/Locality: Drimore
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Grid Reference: NF 7576 4035

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Low mound with a possibly curving wall on the
N side of a depression in the mound’s centre. Not a settlement
feature since there are no shells in the rabbit scrapes.

Site Number: 112

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7578 4023

Dimensions: ¢.30m NE-SW, 10m SE-NW (155’ by 60’ as
recorded in the 1950s)

Depth of deposits: 0.50m (2’ as recorded in the 1950s)
Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single base sherd, rim sherd and sherd — undiagnostic
other than MIA-Viking Iron Age.

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Ministry of Works number 11 but not excavated.
Not heavily affected by rabbits.

Site Number: 113

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7575 4029

Dimensions: c¢.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Seven sherds — LBA/EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Clean sand. This is the southernmost of three
mounds; Site 114 is 10m to the NE and Site 115 is 10m to the
NW. All are probably part of the same occupation area.

Site Number: 114

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 7570 4028
Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 5 sherds including a rim (MIA)
Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Clean sand. E of Sites 113 and 115. Oyster and
mussel shells present.

Site Number: 115
Township/Locality: Drimore
Grid Reference: NF 7572 4031
Dimensions: c.5m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.50m
Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: One sherd

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Clean sand. W of Sites 113 and 114. Oyster and
mussel shells present.

Site Number: 116
Township/Locality: Drimore
Grid Reference: NF 7563 4030

Dimensions: ¢.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1996. Not located in 1998.
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Clean sand.

Site Number: 117

Township/Locality: Gearraidhfleugh

Grid Reference: NF 7570 4130

Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter (150 diameter as recorded in the
1950s)

Depth of deposits: c.2m high (5’ as recorded in the 1950s)
Surveyed: Excavated 1957; June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: MIA (LIA and Viking also found during excavations)
Other Finds: Shell and bone, wheelhouse (Young and Richardson
1960)

Comments: A’Cheardach Mhor. Ministry of Works number 7.
NF73NE 7 and NF74SE 9.

Site Number: 118

Township/Locality: Cille Bhanain

Grid Reference: NF 7542 4204

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.2m

Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture on N side, ploughed on S side

Pottery: Copious MIA pottery (four MIA rims, wavy cordon
motifs, and incised chevron motif). One sherd with a roughened
surface may be Pre-Viking Late Iron Age.

Other Finds: Shell, bone

Comments: In 1996 this site was virtually free of rabbit damage
but was heavily infested in July 1998, causing large quantities of
pottery to be brought to the surface.

Site Number: 119

Township/Locality: Groigearraidh

Grid Reference: NF 7585 3970

Dimensions: ¢.50m N-S by 10m E-W

Depth of deposits: 0.05m

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Cultivation

Pottery: Porcelain

Other Finds: Shell, slate, coal, brick
Comments: On part of a long N-S sand ridge.

Site Number: 120

Township/Locality: Groigearraidh

Grid Reference: NF 7558 3927

Dimensions: ¢.25m diameter (recorded as 65’ in the 1950s)
Depth of deposits: 3m (recorded as 7” in the 1950s)
Surveyed: June 1996, July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Copious — a variety of fabrics, some with unusual grits.
The sherds are hard and thin-walled, and one sherd has a possible
applied interrupted cordon. Probably Medieval or later.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, antler

Comments: A small but strikingly high mound with material on
its top and sides. Few shells in relation to sherds. Immediately
S of the canalized stream flowing W out of Loch Groigearraidh.
This was recorded as number 12 in the Ministry of Works survey
in the late 1950s.
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Site Number: 121
Township/Locality: Groigearraidh
Grid Reference: NF 7553 3902
Dimensions: c.10m

Depth of deposits: 0.05m
Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A bowl-shaped depression with shells on its E side
in clean sand.

Site Number: 122
Township/Locality: Groigearraidh
Grid Reference: NF 7558 3904
Dimensions: ¢.5m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.50m
Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Clean sand.

Site Number: 123

Township/Locality: Geirinis

Grid Reference: NF 7518 4379

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, September 2000

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell, one quartz pebble, 5 quartz flakes, bone
Comments: Clean sand — probably EBA. The finds were in a flat
area immediately W of the small mound (rather than within it).

Site Number: 124

Township/Locality: Geirinis

Grid Reference: NF 7522 4378

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: One quartz flake

Comments: Clean sand — probably EBA. There are winkle and
limpet shells in the E end of a second small mound 10m to the
NW at 7520 4370.

Site Number: 125

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7548 4441
Dimensions: c.8m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Small mound adjacent to a larger one (Sites
126-7).

Site Number: 126

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7549 4441
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Sherds include rims which are probably MIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone, slag

Comments: Part of a large N-S sand ridge which is actually one
large settlement mound that includes Site 127 and merges into
Sites 128, 132 and 133.

Site Number: 127

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7551 4438

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some sherds; the rims are probably MIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Part of a large N-S sand ridge which is actually one
large settlement mound that includes Site 126 and merges into
Sites 128, 132 and 133.

Site Number: 128

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7553 4438

Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998; test trenched August 2001
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some sherds; probably Medieval or later, including a
sherd of Norse platter ware.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, iron, iron slag

Comments: Large mound partially obscured by the sand ridge
which includes Sites 126, 127 and probably Sites 132, 133.
Modern brick and concrete constructions on E side of the ridge,
seen in 1996, have been removed. The mound has been severely
disturbed here. Resistivity survey by Raven identified three
anomalies which were all test-trenched, though only one trench
contained substantial midden material and slag, albeit undated
(Raven 2005: 482).

Site Number: 129

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7564 4443

Dimensions: ¢.40m E-W, 20m N-S

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture on N side, ploughed on S side

Pottery: Some including incised curvilinear decoration and
applied cordon — MIA. Post-Medieval on flat ground of N side.
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Immediately E of the N-S fence. Free-standing
mound. On the flat ground immediately to the N of Site 129 Craig
Allaker found with his metal detector a lead spindlewhorl, a small,
heavily worn coin of Charles I (copper twopence with ‘English’
crown, Earl of Stirling coinage, 1632—1639), and a fragment of
copper alloy chip carving, cut through on two sides.

Site Number: 130

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7567 4482

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture in cultivated field; disturbed by digging into
mound
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Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Stones piled into a small ring on top of this mound
which has been dug into.

Site Number: 131

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7567 4483
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 132

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7551 4449

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998, August 2001

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 7 sherds — one steeply curved and thick (?Viking/
Medieval)

Other Finds: Shell and bone, fish bone

Comments: Partly obscured on its W side by dune which contains
Sites 126, 127, 128, 133.

Site Number: 133

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7543 4444

Dimensions: ¢.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Two sherds — one has a bright red interior and black
exterior and is probably Medieval/early Post-Medieval.

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Shell and bone from rabbit scrapes on the W side
only. Part of dune which contains Sites 126, 127, 128, 132. Stones
are visible on the mound’s NW side.

Site Number: 134

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7537 4458

Dimensions: ¢.10m E-W by 30m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998; geophysical survey and test
trenched September 2000

Land Use: Pasture (potato field in 2000)

Pottery: 1 sherd

Other Finds: Shell and bone, lots of small pebbles
Comments: Small mound immediately E of two decaying wooden
gate posts, ¢.40m N of Site 133. Many stones are visible on its
W side. Resistivity survey revealed 8 rectilinear anomalies, of
which 5 were test-pitted to reveal walls, floors and midden in all
trenches. Scarcity of sherds prevented this site being dated any
more securely than after the MIA and before the 19th century
(Raven 2005: 483).

Site Number: 135

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7535 4451
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 3 sherds — undiagnostic

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: There are some stones on top of the mound, which
is immediately S of Site 137. The low mound to the NE, between
Sites 135 and 138, has no shells.

Site Number: 136

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7519 4460

Dimensions: ¢.80m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: July 1996; June 1997, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture with potato patches on W and S sides
Pottery: Large sherds of LBA/EIA plain wares survive where
not directly exposed on surface of S potato patch. A rim sherd
was found in 1997

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A very large and uneven mound, badly affected
by rabbits.

Site Number: 137

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7537 4454

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998; test trenched September 2000,
August 2001

Land Use: Pasture (with potato patches in 2000)

Pottery: Some sherds — steeply curved profiles — Medieval sherd
with horizontal row of three impressed circles 2mm dia.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, fish bone

Comments: The site lies ¢.10m W of the two decaying gate
posts. There are some stones on the W side and on the top of the
mound. Resistivity survey by Raven revealed a highly complex
mound stratigraphy. Of his 11 test trenches, 4 were unproductive,
3 revealed only thin lenses of midden, and 4 contained small turf
and stone walls and floors of sunken-floored buildings. Most of the
pottery was undiagnostic but two sherds may be Late Medieval
(Raven 2005: 483).

Site Number: 138

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7528 4478

Dimensions: c.70m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996; June 1997, June 1998, July 1999; test
trenched September 2000

Land Use: Pasture, previously quarried on W side

Pottery: Some but undiagnostic. A Medieval pinprick-decorated
rim was found in 1997. Very thin wares

Other Finds: Stones, shells and bone

Comments: This mound has been badly damaged by quarrying
on its W side, damaging a formerly upstanding building. There
are lots of dislodged stones, no doubt from buildings eroded out
of the mound’s W side. It continues to be damaged by rabbits but
these were gassed in the late 1990s — unfortunately the digging
in to the tops of the burrows has left erosion scars. In June 1999
Craig Allaker found a decorated copper alloy strip here with his
metal detector. He also found a large flint nodule here. Resistivity
survey by Raven was followed by 10 test trenches; these revealed
midden layers and walls, and a house floor 1m below the wall of
the formerly upstanding building. Finds included Late Medieval
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pottery and an iron hunting arrowhead dating to the 11th—15th
century, though potentially in use until the 16th—17th centuries
(Raven 2005: 483—4).

Site Number: 139

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7532 4447
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A very irregular hummocky mound with many stones
visible. Shells are sparse.

Site Number: 140

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7533 4447
Dimensions: c¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A small round mound immediately E of Site 139.
Shells are sparse.

Site Number: 141

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7512 4459
Dimensions: c¢.15m E-W by 20m N-S
Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single rim sherd, a base sherd and 9 body sherds. The
rim is pre-Viking LIA

Other Finds: Shell, bone and slag
Comments: None

Site Number: 142

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7503 4467
Dimensions: ¢.35m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: N half ploughed, S half pasture
Pottery: Some; wavy cordon and rim — MIA
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 143

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7504 4488

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998, August 2001
Land Use: Ploughed on S side

Pottery: Some — MIA cordon and everted rim and two other
rims

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 144
Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7500 4454

Dimensions: ¢.40m E-W, 20m N-S

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998; test trenched May 2002
Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Scarce on the surface (assumed to be Medieval but
excavation produced MIA pottery and EIA pottery)

Other Finds: Stones, shell and bone

Comments: Double mound. Resistivity survey was followed by 3
trial trenches (Raven 2005: 484). Large MIA ceramic assemblage
separated by 0.40m of windblown sand from a pavement of
smashed sherds of EIA round-rimmed pots.

Site Number: 145

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7488 4471

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed on N side (and on S side in 2000)
Pottery: Some — MIA incised angular decoration and a probable
grass-impressed Viking Age sherd

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A MIA settlement possibly with later Viking Age
occupation.

Site Number: 146

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7480 4476
Dimensions: c¢.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — LBA-EIA sherds (flat rim)
Other Finds: Shell and bone, quartz flake
Comments: None

Site Number: 147

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7471 4482

Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — LBA/EIA and possibly later sherds
Other Finds: Stones, shell, bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 148

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7461 4494

Dimensions: c¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: N half ploughed

Pottery: Some, including a rim sherd which is probably Viking
Age. A right-angled base sherd is probably not Viking Age.
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Probably the southern part of Site 149, separated
by a deep plough furrow.

Site Number: 149

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7457 4497
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter
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Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Rim and grass-impressed (Viking Age) and other
sherds

Other Finds: Stones, slag, flat-topped nail/rivet, shell, bone
Comments: A small Viking Age settlement eroding badly.

Site Number: 150

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7443 4509
Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1998

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Some — LBA/EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This is the southern part of the same LBA/EIA
complex as 151 and 187.

Site Number: 151

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7435 4513

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture but the southernmost portion is ploughed
Pottery: LBA-EIA

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This is the site recorded by the Ministry of Works
as number 2 (and dated by them as ‘Iron Age’). There is a small
stone-walled structure (of presumably relatively recent date) on
the SE side of the mound

Site Number: 152

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7431 4519

Dimensions: ¢.35m diameter (135” by 115’ in the 1950s)
Depth of deposits: 1.50m (6’ in the 1950s)

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: N side ploughed

Pottery: Some — LBA/EIA coarse pottery

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: It is recorded in the Ministry of Works survey as
number 1 (‘food refuse’).

Site Number: 153

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7424 4533
Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: S side ploughed

Pottery:

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 154

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7427 4534
Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Some — LBA/EIA coarse wares

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: None

Site Number: 155

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7442 4524

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Some grass-impressed and others — Viking Age
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: None

Site Number: 156

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7356 2389
Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1996

Land Use: Garden and modern house
Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Soil with shells found while digging on SE edge of
mounded area acc. Tim Atkinson, Factor.

Site Number: 157

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 734 214

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: RCAHMS

Land Use: Disused sand quarry

Pottery: MIA. 1st century BC/AD cordon (Lethbridge 1952:
fig. 6.3)

Other Finds: Shell and bone, wheelhouse, 5 bone pins and one
ring-headed iron pin (Lethbridge 1952: fig.5.6-11).
Comments: The site of Sithean na Phiobaire (the piper’s fairy
hill), recorded by RCAHMS (NF 734 214 possible aisled
roundhouse; possible wheelhouse; midden; pins; NF72SW 4).
The sand hill has been quarried and there is no trace of this
archaeological site. ‘...remains of an aisled house.” (Sharkey
1986: 54). <...Half a mile to the north of Bruthach an Tigh Tallan
[probably Site 61 or adjacent to it] another wheel-house, Sithean
na Phiobaire..., was removed to build a wall round a nearby
grave-yard.” (Lethbridge 1952: 176).

Site Number: 158

Township/Locality: Hornish Point, Baile Gharbhaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7582 4763

Dimensions: ¢.50m E-W, 40m N-S

Depth of deposits: 3 m

Surveyed: Partially excavated 1980s; surveyed July 1996, June
1998; recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as SU35

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: MIA cordon and incised chevron; one ‘wiped’ sherd
(Pre-Viking LIA)

Other Finds: Shell, bone, wheelhouses (partially excavated,
Barber 2003)

Comments: Partially excavated in 1980s but still continuing to
erode on vertical cliff face 40m long N-S on W side of this double
mound. Buildings can be seen along the N half of the exposure.
Two small mounds (c.10m diameter and 1m high) ¢.50m and
100m to SE may be other settlement sites but no exposed surface.
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A deposit of intertidal peat can be found on the beach ¢.50m SW
of the site. NF74NE 18.

Site Number: 159

Township/Locality: Baile Gharbhaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7636 4719

Dimensions: Souterrain ¢.10m E-W and 1m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.50m of dark soil above stones of souterrain
whose base is ¢.1.50m below land surface.

Surveyed: June 1992, July 1996

Land Use: Garden of house

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Winkles and cockles but no limpets, sherds or bone
in the dark soil 0.40-0.50m deep above the souterrain. Flat terrain
with no trace of a midden or structures above. The souterrain was
cut through by a house drain in 1992; the souterrain is ¢.10m
long and runs parallel (E-W) with the cliff edge, ¢.3m S of the
edge. The cliff has been protected by large boulders and stones
as a sea defence.

Site Number: 160

Township/Locality: Aird a Mhachair

Grid Reference: NF 7508 4751

Dimensions: c¢.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.05m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Trackway

Pottery: Porcelain

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: 19th-century midden spread cut by wheel ruts.

Site Number: 161

Township/Locality: Baile Gharbhaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7585 4770

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: July 1996; recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as
Su34

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stone enclosures, shell

Comments: Probably a Post-Medieval set of enclosures.

Site Number: 162

Township/Locality: Baile Gharbhaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7585 4773

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: July 1996; recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as
Su34

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: House foundations (N-S, 15m x 6m and barn
adjacent to E 8m x 5m) within stone-walled enclosure. Shell.
Comments: Shells in 0.20m deep layer eroding onto beach on
N side.

Site Number: 163

Township/Locality: Lionacuidhe

Grid Reference: NF 7550 4647

Dimensions: ¢.80m diameter

Depth of deposits: 6m

Surveyed: July 1996; recorded by Moore and Wilson 2005 as
SuU36

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Stone enclosures set into E side. A very large mound,
apparently a settlement mound.

Site Number: 164

Township/Locality: Cill Amhlaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7540 4575

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: No rabbits — just a slight animal scrape. Three other
possible settlement mounds to E two fields away and one in same
field ¢.100m to W.

Site Number: 165

Township/Locality: Cill Amhlaidh

Grid Reference: NF 7547 4580

Dimensions: ¢.20m

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: No rabbits — just a slight animal scrape. Three other
possible settlement mounds to E in next field (NF 7554 4583, NF
7557 4581, NF 7562 4579) and one two fields to W (NF 7529
4568). The old graveyard is at NF 755 463 (marked on O.S. map
as ‘disused burial ground’) where the Cill Amhlaidh meeting
house was situated (acc. to Donald John MacDonald [1981]).
“The small local churches were called meeting houses. This was
before the Reformation.” (Macleod 1997: 74). ‘West of “Kileulay”
on Pont’s map is “Kilehainie”: could there have been a meeting
house there with a name like Cill Choinnich?’ (Macleod 1997:
74). CANMORE has the possible church at Cill Amhlaidh at NF
7529 4586 (NF74NE 1).

Site Number: 166

Township/Locality: Aird a Mhachair

Grid Reference: NF 7413 4569

Dimensions: c.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: 3m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: W side recently ploughed

Pottery: Single sherd

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Another, smaller mound to the SE has a house on it
and is probably another site. This site (with Sites 167 and 168)
may be the small group of houses on the 1805 map.

Site Number: 167
Township/Locality: Aird a Mhachair
Grid Reference: NF 7418 4556
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m
Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: Lack of pottery may indicate a Norse/Medieval
date?
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Site Number: 168
Township/Locality: Aird a Mhachair
Grid Reference: NF 7419 4552
Dimensions: ¢.40m N-S, 20m E-W
Depth of deposits: 1.50m
Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture but ploughed on southern extremity of
mound

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: No rabbits.

Site Number: 169

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7421 4544

Dimensions: ¢.20m N-S, 10m E-W

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture but previously ploughed on W side
Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: None

Site Number: 170

Township/Locality: Aird a Mhachair

Grid Reference: NF 7411 4591

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.20m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Grass mound unploughed in ploughed field
Pottery: None

Other Finds: Light scatter of shells around. Porcelain from
¢.50m to S.

Comments: Possibly linked to the ruined building ¢.50m to N.

Site Number: 171

Township/Locality: Cille Bhanain

Grid Reference: NF 7649 4163

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Some, one with probable prick-marked decoration
(Medieval)

Other Finds: No shell (acidic soil), iron.

Comments: Probably Medieval. On site marked as ‘Kilivanen’
settlement on 1805 map, and as ‘Kiluanen’ on Pont map. The
building is 54’ x 23’ and built on a dun (RCHM][S] 1928: 120).
See also Macleod 1997: 75.

Site Number: 172

Township/Locality: Cille Bhanain

Grid Reference: NF 7655 4162

Dimensions: c.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Ploughed (S half) and pasture

Pottery: Post-Medieval glazed sherd

Other Finds: Stone house ruins on top of low mound
Comments: On site marked as ‘Kilivanen’ settlement on 1805
map.

Site Number: 173
Township/Locality: Tobha Mor
Grid Reference: NF 7565 3644

Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Shells in small area of cattle scrape. Site of
wheelhouses acc. to the late Gill MacLean; remains seen by
the late Donald MacLean. Another wheelhouse was reported by
her at ¢.400m N of here on loch side (but there is no rise in the
ground there). No rabbits.

Site Number: 174

Township/Locality: Tobha Mor

Grid Reference: NF 7565 3641

Dimensions: ¢.60m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996

Land Use: Modern church

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: The church sits on a truncated large mound. The
mound’s E part has been damaged by a recent carpark. Some
of the mound is not artificial as the bedrock comes close to the
surface on the E side. Acc. Gill MacLean archaeological deposits
have been observed here. 100m SSE of the church there is another
mound but unverified given lack of rabbit scrapes.

Site Number: 175

Township/Locality: Dreumasadal

Grid Reference: NF 7505 3706

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1996, July 1999

Land Use: Pasture and sand blow-out

Pottery: Some MIA and EIA including a rim

Other Finds: Shell, bone, stone walls

Comments: A large blow-out has exposed a midden area and
remains of two walls, one rounded. The site continues to be
eroded. Taken there by Gill MacLean.

Site Number: 176

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 7256 2881

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1996, June 1997; trial excavated 1998

Land Use: Pasture/cultivation

Pottery: One sherd of EBA incised pottery. Beaker sherds
excavated in 1998.

Other Finds: Pebbles, with shell and bone on W side
Comments: W of Sites 17 and 18. A settlement mound. Excavated
by Niall Sharples in 1998 (when it was at first not recognized as
Site 176 and mistakenly assigned the incorrect site number Site
238 as a result of a location error (E for W) in my early survey
records). Dated by ceramic styles to the EBA. See Chapter 11
for excavation results.

Site Number: 177

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7492 4428
Dimensions: ¢.30m

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture
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Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A group of grassed hummocks covering the ground
surface from which shells are visible in the rabbit burrows. This
site is Ministry of Works number 3. It is probably part of the
EBA settlement complex of Sites 177-185.

Site Number: 178

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7494 4419 (blow-out) and NF 7495 4420
(mound to E)

Dimensions: ¢.30m

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.1m

Surveyed: June 1997, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and quartzite

Comments: A group of small irregular grassed hummocks and
a grassed-over blow-out in which shells are visible. This site
is Ministry of Works number 4. It is probably part of the EBA
settlement complex of Sites 177-185.

Site Number: 179

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7489 4427

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.1m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell, quartz flakes and large stones

Comments: The large stones lie within a slight depression. They
are too large and too chunky to have constituted prehistoric
building stones and might have been dumped here recently. The
flaked quartz lies on the N side of the depression and the shells lie
on the N, E and W sides. This site is Ministry of Works number
5 and is part of the EBA complex 177-185.

Site Number: 180

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7483 4424

Dimensions: ¢.5m

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stone building (a field bothy)
Comments: A small bothy but without any other signs of human
presence. This site is Ministry of Works number 6.

Site Number: 181

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7489 4426

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: This site lies ¢.50m E of Site 180 and is part of
the EBA complex 177-185. It is visible as a patch of shells in
disturbed ground. The grid reference is for the densest part of a
very large scatter of shell on the N side of the stream.

Site Number: 182

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7500 4421

Dimensions: c.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Decorated rim sherd of a Beaker

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A hummock covered with long grass, ¢.70m S of
the small stream. The EBA Beaker pottery came from a rabbit
burrow.

Site Number: 183

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7496 4422

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997, June 1998 and visited in subsequent
years

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Plain rim sherd of an EBA vessel and a Beaker rim
sherd

Other Finds: Shell and stones

Comments: A grassy hummock with some stones, ¢.50m S of
the small stream. The EBA pottery came from a rabbit burrow.
There is an iron spike driven into the centre of this mound but it
barely protrudes above the surface.

Site Number: 184

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7493 4417

Dimensions: c.10m N-S by 5Sm E-W

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997 and all subsequent years to 2010

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: 14 sherds of a finely decorated Beaker and 4 sherds
from two other Beakers (one decorated with twisted cord and
the other with comb impressions).

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A slightly raised area, ¢.100m S of the small stream.
The EBA Beaker pottery came from a rabbit burrow on the W
side of this small mound.

Site Number: 185

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7494 4415

Dimensions: c.8m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: June 1997, June 1998, September 2000

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Two sherds, probably EBA, 2 more in September
2000.

Other Finds: Shells and quartz flake

Comments: A hummock covered with long grass, ¢.20m S of Site
184. The sherds, probably EBA, came from rabbit burrows.

Site Number: 186

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7474 4457

Dimensions: c.35m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Grass-impressed platter — Viking Age.
Other Finds: Shell and bone
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Comments: This small Viking Age settlement is being severely
damaged by ploughing.

Site Number: 187

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7443 4500

Dimensions: c.15m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1m high

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: This small mound, being severely damaged by
ploughing, lies between Sites 150 and 151, and is probably part
of both/either. Thus it is probably LBA/EIA.

Site Number: 188

Township/Locality: Gleann Chill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 757 280

Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown

Surveyed: 1989, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: One sherd

Other Finds: Three worked flints, probably in association with
the sherd. A quartz flake was found in 1998

Comments: The flints and probably also the sherd came from
the basal 0.20m of the blanket peat.

Site Number: 189

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Bhailteas
Grid Reference: NF 727 262
Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown
Surveyed: 1970s

Land Use: Unknown

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Antler tine

Comments: Midden on Milton machair found by C. Maclean.
Not subsequently relocated.

Site Number: 190

Township/Locality: Cille Brighde

Grid Reference: NF 7530 1432

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Partly cultivated

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Slate, shell and bone

Comments: A large low mound immediately W of Site 98 and
lower. Both sites have wide spreads of shells in the cultivated
field ¢.100m to the N of them, suggesting that they have been
flattened.

Site Number: 191

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7365 1728

Dimensions: ¢.50m N-S and ¢.30m E-W

Depth of deposits: 1m

Surveyed: June 1997; test trenched by Raven

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Pre-Viking LIA plain wares and Viking Age grass-
impressed sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone, a 17th century coin. Porcelain

came from off the mound to its E.

Comments: A low, badly ploughed mound ¢.100m S of Site 70.
Geophysical survey by Raven identified 8 anomalies, all of which
he test-trenched, revealing midden layers and stone structures
(Raven 2005: 479). The associated pottery was MIA—-LIA but
some sherds may be Late Medieval.

Site Number: 192

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7351 1754

Dimensions: 60m N-S and 30m E-W

Depth of deposits: 0.50m high

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A low ploughed mound 200m N of Site 70

Site Number: 193

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7343 1753

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Two sherds and porcelain

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A low ploughed mound ¢.150m W of Site 192

Site Number: 194

Township/Locality: Leth Meadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 737 170
Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: RCAHMS records

Land Use: ?

Pottery: ?

Other Finds: Midden and human remains
Comments: Recorded by RCAHMS as a mound, midden and
human remains but not relocated.

Site Number: 195

Township/Locality: Leth Meadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7379 1703

Dimensions: ¢.100m E-W and 50m N-S

Depth of deposits: Om

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Ploughed

Pottery: Porcelain and other 19th-century wares

Other Finds: Shell and bone, a burnt flint and two pieces of
quartzite.

Comments: A large, sparse spread of shells and bone in a flat,
ploughed area.

Site Number: 196

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7351 2133

Dimensions: (?) 10m diameter (W side buried under a dune)
Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m high

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Many sherds — undiagnostic.

Other Finds: Shell and bone, piece of slag

Comments: A small low mound between Sites 59 and 60
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Site Number: 197

Township/Locality: Upper Bornish
Grid Reference: NF 7296 2987
Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: Unknown
Surveyed: 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: One piece of porcelain

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: No evidence of a mound. This might have been the
site of a 19th—20th century machair hut.

Site Number: 198

Township/Locality: Baghasdal

Grid Reference: NF 7330 1906

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1997

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and a fish bone

Comments: Three rabbit holes in an otherwise undisturbed
pasture field, producing seashells within clean sand. They are
located in a level area below grassed dunes. This is in the same
field as indicated for the stones comprising Site 94 and this may
be part of the same site.

Site Number: 199

Township/Locality: Eiriosgaigh/Rubha Ban

Grid Reference: NF 7842 1175

Dimensions: ¢.50m diameter

Depth of deposits: 8m high

Surveyed: July 1997

Land Use: Cemetery and pasture

Pottery: Some — undiagnostic sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A very high mound which has the Rubha Ban burial
ground on its SW side. The centre of the mound, on its S side,
has the graveyard extension on top of it and this area will be
damaged when new graves are eventually dug into it. The sherds
came from a small scrape on the N side of the mound.

Site Number: 200

Township/Locality: Eiriosgaigh/Rubha Cladh

Grid Reference: NF 7835 1155

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.4m high

Surveyed: July 1997

Land Use: Largely underneath a burial ground

Pottery: Undiagnostic sherds

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A high settlement mound under Rubha Cladh, a
burial ground that is rarely used anymore. The sherds came
out of a small exposure on the W side of the mound where it is
eroding down the cliff.

Site Number: 201

Township/Locality: Eiriosgaigh/Coilleag a’Phrionnsa
Grid Reference: NF 786 110

Dimensions: 4m diameter

Depth of deposits: Om

Surveyed: July 1997

Land Use: Rough ground

Pottery: None

Other Finds: A circular stone setting

Comments: The centre of this stone setting above Coilleag
a’Phrionnsa is wholly eroded and only the stone kerb remains.
It is probably the remains of an EBA cairn.

Site Number: 202

Township/Locality: Drimore

Grid Reference: NF 763 408

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.2m

Surveyed: 1950s, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Oyster shell and animal bone. ‘Stone cairn’.
Comments: This potential archaeological site was described as
a stone cairn during the Ministry of Works survey in the 1950s.
It lies 800m NE of Drimore farm. Lots of stones are visible in
the rabbit scrapes on the top of this mound, which is probably
a settlement mound though no winkles, limpets or pottery were
found. In 1998 the turf on top of the mound had been recently
repaired. Hummocks to the N and S of this mound may similarly
be archaeological features but they are undisturbed by rabbit
burrows.

Site Number: 203

Township/Locality: Geirinis

Grid Reference: NF 7593 4221

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: Marked on O.S. map

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Marked on the O.S. map as a burial ground. It has
not been seen during this survey but probably survives ¢.600m
S of the rocket range buildings at Geirinis.

Site Number: 204

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Fleugh

Grid Reference: NF 7555 4142

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: Ministry of Works 1950s

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Recorded as site number 7 by the Ministry of Works
but there is no trace of any archaeological remains (possibly
confused with Site 118?).

Site Number: 205

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 734 215

Dimensions: c.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: February 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: A few sherds including a small piece with MIA incised
lattice decoration.

Other Finds: Shell, bone and iron.

Comments: Found by Ramilisonina. It is largely buried except
on its W side where rabbit burrows produce midden material.
It must be close to the destroyed wheelhouse of Sithean na
Phiobaire (‘the piper’s fairy hill’) Site 157. This site may be in
the vicinity of one found by Wedderspoon near the N side of
a two-acre inland basin of slimy mud, known as the Old Loch
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(1912: 330). The shells and bones were visible on the dark mud
and the midden extended 20 yards northwards until covered by
a sand hill. On the edge of this sand hill he found ‘two hammer
stones... several horn pins, and broken needles, a shaped piece
of horn of the toothpick pattern, several human teeth and charred
bones, a few fragments of pottery with herring bone markings,
a number of flint flakes, and a chipped stone’. He is probably
describing an EBA settlement and cremation burial.

Site Number: 206

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7364 2044

Dimensions: c.80m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.8m

Surveyed: February 1998, June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Many sherds but undiagnostic — probably Medieval or
early Post-Medieval since they are thin and hard-fired.

Other Finds: Shell and bone. Several cockle shells in the western
part. There are also mussels and razorfish shells.

Comments: Under the southeast and eastern edge of the large
sand hill which is immediately N of the ancient burial ground
Site 62. This is a very large settlement mound whose western
half is buried beneath an even larger sand dune.

Site Number: 207

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7355 2076

Dimensions: c.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1.50m

Surveyed: February 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some sherds including platter ware — Viking.
Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: Immediately N of another Viking settlement mound
Site 61.

Site Number: 208

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7350 2082
Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: February 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Single sherd

Other Finds: Shell and bone
Comments: A small exposure in the base of the SE face of a
large sand dune ¢.100m NW of Site 207.

Site Number: 209

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 734 213
Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: 1987

Land Use: ?

Pottery: Four undiagnostic sherds

Other Finds: None

Comments: Found by Martin Wildgoose.

Site Number: 210

Township/Locality: Gearraidh Bhailteas
Grid Reference: NF 729 259
Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: 1987

Land Use: ?

Pottery: some — undiagnostic sherds

Other Finds: Iron, pumice and a small rectangular copper alloy
sheet 12mm x 7mm with two 1mm holes, one drilled near each
end.

Comments: A midden found by Martin Wildgoose.

Site Number: 211

Township/Locality: Cill Donnain

Grid Reference: NF 724 280

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: 1987

Land Use: ?

Pottery: Six undiagnostic sherds.

Other Finds: None

Comments: A midden found by Martin Wildgoose.

Site Number: 212

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7361 2039

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m

Surveyed: February 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and iron (not kept)

Comments: The site of the vanished inn on the machair track
acc. to Seumus MacDonald and Angus Mackenzie (who farms
this croft). Mr Mackenzie recalls that the inn was in use during
the time of his grandfather’s grandfather. The inn is not marked
on the 1805 Bald map and was presumably in use in the mid to
late 19th century.

Site Number: 213
Township/Locality: Cill Donnain
Grid Reference: NF 728 287
Dimensions: Unknown

Depth of deposits: Unknown
Surveyed: 1989

Land Use: Pasture/dune

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Human skull fragment
Comments: Found by David Gilbertson in 1989 but the site has
not since been relocated.

Site Number: 214

Township/Locality: Cille Pheadair

Grid Reference: NF 7333 2010

Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.Im

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Footed base sherd

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A large sand dune with shells and bone from the
lower parts of its northern and southwest sides. The sherd came
from the SW part of the mound. This is within 100m S of the
Kilpheder wheelhouse mound and is probably one of the sites
recorded by Lethbridge (1952).

Site Number: 215
Township/Locality: Dalabrog
Grid Reference: NF 7324 2198
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Dimensions: c¢.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Some — 6 sherds probably LBA/EIA and one possibly
Medieval or Beaker

Other Finds: Cockle shells (no limpets or winkles), quartz
flakes

Comments: This is a small mound partially covered by dunes
and lying within a deep depression surrounded by high dunes on
all sides, ¢.70m E of the machair track. It may be the same site as
that found by Mr J. Wedderspoon in 1912 when he described a
very large midden in the E end of a ‘wind-swept hollow’ ‘at the
bottom of the hill occupied by the burial ground’. The midden
extended eastwards to ‘about 30 yards west from the enclosure’.
‘One part of the midden was composed almost entirely of cockle
shells; the rest of the surface was covered with shells and bones
indiscriminately. A considerable number of burnt stones in
groups were found at several places... On a smaller mound a
little detached from the large midden, a considerable number of
flints were found... a well marked hammer stone was found with
the flints, one end damaged by fire, and a bone needle... Several
hammer stones were got at the large midden, two bearing marks
of fire, also a bronze knob, several human teeth, a bone bodkin,
broken bone needles, fragments of coarse pottery, and a number
of wrought bones of unknown use. The latter were found near
the centre of the hollow on a smaller midden, which was entirely
covered with splinters of horn and bone. On a subsequent visit to
the midden another small heap of charred bones was found, with
a few fragments of the urn marked in a herring bone pattern ...
near a ring of fire-marked stones.’

Site Number: 216

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7339 2011

Dimensions: c¢.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.10m or less

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Exposed sand blow-out

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone

Comments: A sparse spread of shell and bone in a deep blow-
out S of the E-W track. There are no midden layers, presumably
deflated though these may be better preserved beneath dunes to
the E. There is also much recently dumped material here. It is
probably one of the sites recorded by Lethbridge (1952).

Site Number: 217

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7497 4424

Dimensions: ¢.9m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.40m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Four sherds of thick-walled pottery from S side of
mound — probably EBA

Other Finds: Shell, bone and quartz

Comments: A heavily burrowed mound, 12m from the edge of
the stream just E of where it bends steeply.

Site Number: 218

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7495 4424
Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.50m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell, bone and quartz flakes

Comments: This low mound lies 10m N of Site 183 and 10m
S of the edge of the stream just W of its bend. It is heavily
burrowed.

Site Number: 219

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7498 4423

Dimensions: ¢.7m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell, bone and quartz

Comments: This low mound lies between Sites 217 and 218 but
is 20m S of the bend in the stream and 10m NE of Site 183. It
is heavily burrowed.

Site Number: 220

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7495 4423

Dimensions: c¢.9m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell, bone and quartz

Comments: This low mound lies 10m W of Site 218 and 14m
S of the stream. There are two large stone blocks immediately
W of this heavily burrowed mound.

Site Number: 221

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7500 4423

Dimensions: c.7m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and quartz — very sparse
Comments: This mound is Sm NE of Site 182.

Site Number: 222

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7504 4418

Dimensions: ¢.9m N-S by ¢.50m E-W

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: June 1998, Sept 2000

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Sherd of decorated Beaker and EBA sherd found in
September 2000 from the small mound 5m to the N

Other Finds: Shell, bone and quartz

Comments: This marram-topped row of low humps lies ¢.40m
SE of Site 182. Another mound (producing the Beaker and EBA
sherds) lies Sm to the N of this low row of humps.

Site Number: 223

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach
Grid Reference: NF 7541 4443
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1m

Surveyed: June 1998
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Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Several rabbit scrapes have produced shells within
a larger windblown N-S dune which runs parallel and to the W
of the dune ridge containing Site 133 and others. This site lies
within the most westerly dune within this southern area of the
dune complex.

Site Number: 224

Township/Locality: Peighinn nan Aoireann

Grid Reference: NF 7405 3525

Dimensions: 5m diameter

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stone ring

Comments: A horseshoe-shaped stone structure with a 1m-
wide wall of sea-worn stones enclosing a circular area of ¢.3m
diameter. The horseshoe is open on the NE side. This structure
is set into peat on the vet’s croft in a field, c.80m SW of the
field’s N corner.

Site Number: 225/227

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7317 2159

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: June 1998, July 1998, geophysical survey 2000
Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and a flint flake

Comments: A low circular mound c.10m SW of Site 226.
Resistivity and magnetometry surveys were carried out on Sites
57, 225/227 and 226 by Chamberlain in September 2000. An
anomaly to the E of Site 226 may be the remains of an E-W
oriented EBA house.

Site Number: 226

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7318 2161

Dimensions: c.5m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: July 1998, geophysical survey 2000

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A low circular mound 20m SW of Site 57. Resistivity
and magnetometry surveys were carried out on Sites 57, 225/227
and 226 by Chamberlain in September 2000. An anomaly to
the E of Site 226 may be the remains of an E-W oriented EBA
house.

Site Number: 228

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7312 3330

Dimensions: c.60m N-S by ¢.20m E-W

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1998; this may be the site recorded by Moore
and Wilson 2005 as SU53

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Grey soils but no bone or pot. The small heap of

stones on its top may be modern. This site is possibly an extension
of Site 42.

Site Number: 229

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7301 3337

Dimensions: ¢.6m diameter

Depth of deposits: 1.50m

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: A small circular/oval stone cairn with a large, loose
stone on top. It is ¢.60m W of the cemetery wall. A second small
mound, 15m to the NE, may be another.

Site Number: 230

Township/Locality: Staoinebrig

Grid Reference: NF 7305 3335

Dimensions: ¢.10m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell and bone from the soil within the stones
Comments: A stone cairn immediately W of the SE corner of
the cemetery wall.

Site Number: 231
Township/Locality: Staoinebrig
Grid Reference: NF 7317 3334
Dimensions: ¢.20m diameter
Depth of deposits: 0.20m
Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: A slight bump ¢.50m SSE of the cemetery’s southern
gate and ¢.50m NE of Site 228.

Site Number: 232

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7328 2391

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1998. Test trench excavated July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Two sherds — undiagnostic

Other Finds: Shell and bone.

Comments: This and Sites 48, 96 and 97 are NF72SW 21. Trial
Trench 11 (1m square) was dug into the middle of this low mound,
immediately S of the gate onto the golf course road (within the
same field as Site 48). The trial trench revealed three main layers
but the site remains undated.

Site Number: 233

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7332 2319

Dimensions: ¢.30m diameter

Depth of deposits: 0.30m

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: The site of the ‘old town” which was robbed of its
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stones acc. to Uilleam Macdonald. This low mound is three fields
to the S of Site 48 and has no rabbit burrows or surface traces
of former human activity. Another low mound 40m N-S x 20m
E-W lies at NF 7329 2327 ¢.100m to the NW of Site 233 and
may be another site.

Site Number: 234

Township/Locality: Aisgernis

Grid Reference: NF 7329 2361

Dimensions: ¢.60m N-S by 20m E-W.

Depth of deposits: ¢.0.30m

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shell

Comments: Only one rabbit hole in this long low mound.

Site Number: 235

Township/Locality: Fuday

Grid Reference:

Dimensions: ¢.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: c.1.50m

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Grass

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Complete saddle quern

Comments: Since there are no rabbits on Fuday there are no
burrows in which to find shells. The saddle quern lies on the SE
edge of the mound.

Site Number: 236

Township/Locality: Fuday

Grid Reference:

Dimensions: Southern cairn ¢.10m diameter; northern cairn
¢.7m diameter

Depth of deposits: Southern 1.50m high, northern ¢.1.20m
high

Surveyed: July 1998

Land Use: Grass

Pottery: None

Other Finds: None

Comments: Two kerbed cairns on the headland on the NW
part of the island. The northern cairn, with its large stones, is
disturbed.

Site Number: 237

Township/Locality: Smercleit/Tipperton

Grid Reference: NF 739 153

Dimensions: ?

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: 1920s. Not located in 1998. Re-discovered by Moore
and Wilson 2005 as SU74

Land Use: Beach

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Stone cists with inhumations reported by
RCHAM(S); NF7INW 7.

Comments: No trace of these in 1998. Apparently the stones
from these cists were incorporated into the dyke which brings
fresh water to the beach but no obvious cist stones are visible
within the walls of the dyke.

Site Number: 238
Township/Locality: Frobost
Grid Reference: NF 7287 2566

Dimensions: 3m E-W x 20m N-S (partially buried under large
dune to W)

Depth of deposits: ?

Surveyed: June 1999

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: Thick but hard sherds may be Viking Age or Pictish
LIA — a base has a horizontal groove

Other Finds: Norse bone pin, shell and bone

Comments: On the W side of a long, narrow N-S gully, this
site may be the eastern limit of Sites 45 and 46 (which produced
mostly Pictish LIA pottery). Jerry Bond found a Norse bone pin
here in June 1996.

Site Number: 239

Township/Locality: Machair Mheadhanach

Grid Reference: NF 7560 4440

Dimensions: c.10m E-W x 20m N-S

Depth of deposits: 0.50m

Surveyed: July 1999

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shells

Comments: The site is immediately W of the N-S barbed wire
fence and ¢.30m NW of Site 129. It could possibly be the findspot
of the metal finds detected by Craig Allaker in June 1999 though
these are more likely to have been found on Site 128.

Site Number: 240

Township/Locality: Dalabrog

Grid Reference: NF 7323 2181

Dimensions: c.40m diameter

Depth of deposits: 2m

Surveyed: September 2000

Land Use: Pasture

Pottery: None

Other Finds: Shells and bone

Comments: The shell and bone were seen in rabbit scrapes on the
S side of the mound. This site lies immediately N of Site 58.

Notes

1 All place-names are given in their Gaelic spelling, except
for those which are regularly referred to in their Anglicized
form, notably the excavated sites at Dun Vulan, Kilpheder
wheelhouse and Hornish Point. A short English-Gaelic
glossary of place-names is provided as the Appendix at the
end of this volume.

2 The numbering system for sites on the machair relates solely
to the machair survey (for the Loch Aoineart site inventory,
see Chapter 4). Sites have been numbered according to the
sequence in which they were found (or incorporated into the
inventory) and are listed in the site inventory at the end of
this chapter.

3 This site was erroneously named as Sithean Biorach during
the first season of excavation, a mistake also made by the
EASE team in their coastal assessment (Moore and Wilson
2005) who recorded it as their site SU21; Sithean Biorach is
actually Site 88, a washed-away settlement mound formerly
at the promontory to the north of the site.

4 See Chapter 6 for an inventory of island brochs and duns.

5 Human remains dating to the seventh century AD were
recovered from the coast at NF 7391 4564 in 2005 (NF74NW
4).
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Although excavations at Cille Pheadair indicate that
proportions of platter ware rise from ¢.5% to 46% between
the 11th and 13th centuries.

Andrew Reynolds of the Institute of Archaeology at UCL
re-surveyed the Howmore structures and carried out a small
excavation immediately east of the graveyard (Reynolds et
al. 2004).

I have used the English place-names for Upper and Lower
Bornish to avoid the Gaelic terms for “upper’ and ‘lower’
since these would be not be recognizable to most readers
without recourse to a dictionary. Bornish (Bornais) is divided
into two townships, Upper and Lower Bornish. The latter is
to the north of Upper Bornish but there are small parcels of
land within Upper Bornish which are marked on Bald’s map
as being parts of Lower Bornish. These are principally on
part of Ardvule, the promontory where Dun Vulan is located,
and on the machair where the concentration of Sites 11-16
is located. Whereas there is just a single small pre-Viking
LIA site on Lower Bornish’s main area of machair (Site 4),
the group of Sites 11-16 is located within the land parcel
south of Upper Bornish designated as part of Lower Bornish.
A possible explanation for this is that Lower Bornish was
originally south of Upper Bornish when the communities
were living on the machair. When they moved off the
machair and onto the edge of the blacklands, at the end of
the Norse period, the community of Lower Bornish was
unable to relocate onto its adjacent peatlands, on account
of the position of Loch Bornish there, and thus moved to
the edge of the peatlands 3km further north. We might also
surmise that the Ardvule promontory was shared between
the two communities. Elsewhere I have also used the terms
‘South Bornish’ and ‘North Bornish’ for the geographical
description of the southern and northern parts of Bornish’s
machair. These do not correspond perfectly to the political
divisions of Upper and Lower Bornish and are used purely
as a descriptive means of dividing the Bornish machair
north and south of the road which runs out to the Ardvule
promontory.

They are site numbers: 11, 15, 28-32, 35-43, 46-48, 51,
57,59, 61, 62,78, 79, 86, 92, 93, 96, 97, 99, 159, 160, 164,
165,173, 174, 179, 180, 196-198, 208 and 212.

Sites 61 (the MIA component of the mound), 79, 81, 88 and
157.

Sites 1, 12, 16, 45, 53, 58, 60, 85, 87, 175, 181 and 201.
They are: 1-3, 5-10, 19, 83, 84 (in the Dun Vulan environs
area), 45 (Frobost), 52, 53, 56, 58, 60, 63, 205-207 (in
the Cladh Hallan/Cille Pheadair area), and 136, 177, 178,
182-185 in the Machair Mheadhanach area.

Their rise in numbers may be linked to the systematic killing
in 1994 of their main predator, the polecat, which was thought
to be eating birds’ eggs. Currently the most serious predator
of birds’ eggs is the introduced hedgehog. Although it lives
in rabbit burrows it poses no apparent risk to archaeological
sites. The shooting of rabbits for domestic consumption has
disappeared entirely.

They are: Sites 1-4, 13, 14, 17, 18,20-27, 33, 34, 44,90, 176
(Dun Vulan environs), 67-69, 71, 72, 191-195 (Baghasdal
machair), 74 and 75 (Smercleit), 98, 190 (Cille Bhrighde),
101, 102, 119 (Tobha Beag to Groigearraidh), 118, 129, 131,
136, 142-145, 148-155, 166-170, 186, 187 (Cille Bhanain
and Machair Mheadhanach).
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3 The blacklands survey: Cill Donnain and
Gearraidh Bhailteas townships

Andrew Fleming

The first, exploratory year of this survey covered a transect
(Figure 3.1) from Beinn Mhor and Loch Olaidh an Ear,
to Taobh a Deas Loch Aoineart, over Beinn Coraraidh,
through the north side of Gleann Chill Donnain and the area
of Loch Chill Donnain Uarach to the machair near the Cill
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Figure 3.1. Map of South Uist, showing the blacklands survey
area

Donnain excavated settlement sites (Zvelebil 1991).! It was
then decided not to attempt to create a detailed record or
distribution map of archaeological ‘sites and monuments’.
It was clear that to employ a small number of half-trained
students in making records of a large number of largely
uninformative, stand-alone ‘sites’ would make little impact
on our understanding of the history of this part of South
Uist. Much of the visible surface archaeology in the survey
area is apparently the product of the last two or three
centuries, a period already well known from documentary
sources (e.g. Cameron 1986; Craig 1990).

It was therefore decided to concentrate on recording and
interpreting two sites with a relatively high information
content — the church and associated structures at Cille
Donnain (NF 731 282; NF72NW 4) and a multi-phase
complex of stone-footed buildings at Gearraidh Bhailteas
(NF 735 265; NF72NW 27).2 The former was clearly
considerably earlier, in part at least, than most of the other
sites encountered, and the latter offered much more evidence
of chronological depth than is normally available. Towards
the end of the survey period, attention was turned towards
the understanding of areas in which the relationships between
houses, boundaries, sets of cultivation ridges and constructed
pathways allow them to be read as coherent archaeological
‘landscapes’, albeit of mostly early 19th-century date. It
was this initiative which was subsequently continued by Jim
Symonds as the ‘Landscape of Flora MacDonald’ project
(Symonds 1997). In what follows, the sites at Cille Donnain
and Gearraidh Bhailteas are described in some detail. But
it is appropriate to start with a brief general account of the
archaeology of the survey area.

In the hills, mostly to the east of the A865 road, ‘sites’ are
not uncommon but are usually only roughly dateable. There
are a few ruined rectangular buildings with stone footings,
many of which probably relate to the ‘improvement’ and
clearance phases of the first half of the 19th century. We
were unable to develop criteria which allowed us to identify
any of these structures as of earlier date. There are also
‘shielings’, groups of small rectangular stone-footed cabins
often visible at a distance because of the bright green
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patches of grass around them, which stand out against the
heather (see Chapter 7). Some of them are on grass-covered
mounds that may represent the accumulated ruins of their
predecessors; but it is not always possible to be certain
that these are not prehistoric burial cairns of Neolithic or
Bronze Age date. The latter would have been attractive
to the cabin-builders as sources of stone and as locations
for the cabins themselves; they were vantage points from
which large areas of pasture could have been kept under
observation. More detailed investigation of these ‘shieling’
sites may augment the distribution of megalithic tombs,
and add to the rather meagre scatter of putative Bronze Age
burial cairns of small and medium size in the area.

There may be prehistoric sites beneath the extensive
areas of deeper blanket peat in the valley floor areas,
although a careful inspection of contemporary peat cuttings
was largely unproductive; the only sub-peat walls noted
were located near the Neolithic cairn at Reineval (NF 7549
2597); one stretch of wall some 40m long is only about
150m southeast of the cairn. Where the blanket peat is
thinner, it is possible in one or two places to locate one
or two short lengths of walling, or a primitive enclosure,
such as the roughly rectangular one measuring some 30m
x 15m defined by boulder walls, and built just below a
steep slope, west of Trinneabhal (NF 774 266).

In the more low-lying terrain to the west of the hills
and mostly to the west of the main road, archaeological
sites and features — mostly the ruins of rectangular stone-
footed buildings, turf and stone walls of varying degrees
of preservation, and cultivation ridges — are much more
densely distributed, although there is little to indicate that
they are more than about two centuries old. In theory
it should be possible to interpret the stone building
foundations, in chronological succession, as components
of pre-improvement townships, as buildings erected on
post-improvement tenant farms, as buildings representing
dispersal and/or squatting consequent upon clearance, or as
buildings relating to the early life of 20th-century crofts. In
practice this enterprise is not straightforward; in any case
some buildings have gone through more than one phase
of construction. Unfortunately the details of Bald’s map
of 1805 are not to be trusted with regard to houses and
settlement plans. Caird’s research (1979) shows that the
boundaries of the farms created in the early 19th century
in the Tochdar area were different from those of the earlier
townships. Information about the history of some of the
buildings is still available from local people.

Cille Donnain church and associated structures

A detailed account of the site of the Cille Donnain church
and associated structures, carried out before the project’s
excavations, has been published elsewhere (Fleming and
Woolf 1992); this account will provide a more succinct
summary of what is known of the site, taking into account
the excavation results (see Chapter 14).

The remains of Cille Donnain church are clearly
identifiable, despite the statement to the contrary in the

RCAHM(S) volume published in 1928, based on fieldwork
carried out just a couple of weeks after the outbreak of
the First World War (NF72NW 4). They are located, with
other buildings, on a knoll on the neck of a short, narrow
promontory in the northwestern sector of Loch Chill
Donnain (Figures 3.2-3.4). The walls of the church have
apparently not been very much robbed, despite the presence
of Building A (probably 19th-century) immediately to
its south, and other walls and structures nearby which
are also probably of 19th-century date. The church was
bicameral, with a clearly defined nave (about 8.52m x
4.40m internally) and chancel (3.10m long x 2.30m wide).
A narrow door linked the nave with the chancel, and the
main (sole?) entrance was apparently in the west wall.

Cille Donnain is one of a group of four known bicameral
churches on the Western Isles (the others being Teampall
Eoin, Bragor and Teampall Pheadair, Shader [Lewis]) and
Vallay [North Uist]). There are at least eight reasonably
comparable bicameral churches in Orkney, seven in Shetland
(five of them in the northernmost island, Unst), and one
at Lybster in Caithness (for more detail see Fleming and
Woolf 1992). These churches are regarded as being broadly
12th century in date (RCAHMS 1946 vol. 1: 45); recent
attempts, not involving excavation, to date a few of them
more closely have proved problematic. With its internal
area of c. 44.5sq m, Cille Donnain is one of a group of five
relatively large bicameral churches (only two more complex
cases, at Egilsay and Brough of Birsay, are significantly
larger than the other members of this group). Both the
Shetland churches in the group — Kirk of Ness (Yell) and
St John’s, Norwick (Unst) — were headchurches in terms
of Shetland’s ecclesiastical organization (Cant 1975: 15).
Cille Donnain was significantly larger than the other two
measurable bicameral churches in the Western Isles.

It has been argued that Cille Donnain was a high-
status site (Fleming and Woolf 1992). This contention is
not simply based upon the size of the church’s floor area.
The church must have been built within the first century
or so after Christianity became established among the
Norse communities of the Western Isles and, in these
circumstances, it is more likely than not that it started life
as a private church belonging to a high-status individual,
rather than as a community or district church. In this context
the role of the neighbouring island of Eilean Mor is worth
serious consideration. It is a relatively ‘high’ island with
a broad, fairly flat top, linked to the church promontory
by a causeway in two parts which incorporates a low, flat
island as a ‘stepping stone’. Eilean Mor holds the ruins of
four rectangular buildings — the largest one (A) measuring
10m—12m x 4m internally — and there are indications of
a landing-place on the east side of the island, just below
Building A. There is no sign that the island has ever been
“fortified’.

Eilean Mor is clearly not one of the structures of the
dun/crannog type, presumed to have late prehistoric origins,
which are to be found on quite a few natural and artificial
islands in the South Uist lochs (see Chapter 6). In any
case the topography of the island makes it an unlikely site
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Figure 3.3. Earthwork plan of Cille Donnain church

for such an edifice. On the other hand, if this cluster of  be consonant with the idea that the site did not survive in
buildings had some status in the Post-Medieval period (and ~ use into the Late/Post-Medieval ‘Gaelicisation’ period. Nor
itis clearly not a conventional settlement type), one would  does the site display any sign of Post-Medieval architecture
expect its name to have survived. That it has not would  of the sort visible at nearby Caisteal Bheagram.
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Figure 3.4. Interpretive plan of Cille Donnain church

These considerations make it quite possible that the
church and the cluster of buildings on Eilean Mor are
contemporary; the configuration is comparable with that
at Finlaggan on Islay, the traditional seat of the Lords of
the Isles. There are now numerous Late Medieval/Post-
Medieval buildings identified at Finlaggan, but it is arguable
that the core features here were a prestige residence and a
church, on an island, with a causeway leading to a much
smaller island 30m across with three buildings on it — Eilean
na Combhairle (Council Island). The topography around
Finlaggan reminded Munro (1961: 99) of the high-status
site at Tingwall (Shetland) which was also associated with
council meetings.

Certainly Cille Donnain/Eilean Mor is well situated to
have fulfilled the function of a local thing-site, a regional
central place, in Norse times. Timothy Pont’s map (Stone
1989), dating from c. 1595, suggests that only here — via
the natural predecessor of the Roe Glas drainage channel
— and at Howmore (Tobha Mor) was it possible to get from
the ocean to the inland lochs by boat. From some way out
to sea, the profile of the ruined broch at Dun Vulan (Parker
Pearson and Sharples 1999) would doubtless have been
more impressive than it is today — hence Bornais (Bornish),
the ‘fort headland’ — and would have formed a good
seamark for approaching ships; also the buildings on the
top of Eilean Mor would have been more prominent from
the sea when the level of the top of the machair was lower.
Going north from Loch Chill Donnain, according to Pont’s
map, it would have been possible to enter Loch Bhornais,

and seemingly, via lochs and connecting channels, to travel
by boat nearly as far south as Dalabrog (Daliburgh). This
configuration, of course, pre-dates the coastal changes
precipitated by the unusually violent storms around 1700
(Walker 1980: 13), and the artificially-improved drainage
of the last two centuries.

From the east, a boat could get to within 4km of Cille
Donnain via Loch Aoineart; a brief scramble would have
taken its crew to the saddle at the head of Gleann Chill
Donnain, from which buildings on the high island of
Eilean Mor would have been clearly visible (in favourable
weather conditions). Not only was Eilean Mor a good centre
for access by water, it was also very close to the main,
perhaps the only, long-distance dry land route (dry being
the operative word!), the spinal road along the machair that
linked all the proto-townships of South Uist. The island
itself commanded good views over a naturally-defined unit
of land centred on Gleann Chill Donnain to the east, and,
to the west, over contemporary settlements on the machair.
If, finally, one takes into account its position halfway
along the South Uist coastline, the Cille Donnain/Eilean
Mor site would have been in an excellent position to play
a central sociopolitical role in the 12th century, as a high-
status residence, and/or an important ecclesiastical centre,
and/or a thing site.

Relating the origins of the site to contemporary
document-based history is problematic. If one follows
Cant (1984) in accepting that the patterns of church
dedications in western Scotland are much more likely to
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represent preferences within the world of Norse Christianity
than the mission districts of the Hiberno-Christian ‘saints’
themselves, the Donnain dedications seem to relate to areas
controlled by the heirs of Godred Crovan (died c¢. 1095)
rather than those controlled by the heirs of Somerled mac
Gilla Brigte, who seem to have favoured Colum Cille (the
definition of these two spheres of influence was clarified
after a decisive sea battle which took place in 1156). In
this context it is only to be expected that it is Howmore,
the church of Mary with a chapel dedicated to Colum
Cille, which has come to be regarded as the most important
ecclesiastical site in South Uist.

After the battle of Largs in 1265 the Norse lost control
of the Isles and the MacRuaidhri® heirs of Somerled took
over; the MacRuaidhris might well have promoted the
Howmore site at the expense of Cille Donnain. In 1549 this
part of South Uist was in ‘the parochin of Howf [Howmore]’
(Munro 1961: 76) and a 1625 deed (Macdonald 1978: 321)
suggests that Kildonan township with its five penny lands
was significantly smaller than its neighbours (Bornish and
Garryvaltos [Gearraidh Bhailteas]). The Cille Donnain
church is absent from Pont’s map of ¢.1595 (Stone 1989)
on which churches are normally marked with a standard
symbol; it is also absent from the maps of Mercator (1564)
and Ortelius (1570), on which churches are the only non-
natural features indicated. Probably the church was a
roofless ruin by the mid-16th century, if not earlier.

That the sphere of influence of Godred Crovan’s heirs
was formalized after 1156 does not imply that Cille
Donnain/Eilean Mor must have been created after that date.
It has already been suggested that the site may embody the
same basic concept as at Finlaggan, and there are potential
links between the two areas. Godred Crovan died on Islay
around 1095 and might well have lived there; garbled
Icelandic accounts (the Kings Sagas and a verse by the
Skald Gisli) suggest that Lagman, Godred’s son and heir,
also known as Ivistar Gramr, or Prince of Uist, might have
had some sort of vice-regal position in the Outer Isles
during his father’s reign (Vigfusson and Powell 1883, vol.
II: 241-2). This does supply a context for the occurrence
of a high-status site of Finlaggan type in South Uist, with
a church dedicated to a saint favoured by Godred Crovan’s
family, though it might equally have been one of Lagman’s
successors who was responsible for the developments at
Cille Donnain/Eilean Mor.

On the knoll near the church there are various other
features. There are the two cross-walls X and Y which look
recent; they may go with Structure A which was in existence
when the first edition of the six-inch Ordnance Survey map
was published in 1881, but they might be even more recent
than that. Structure H is interpreted as a relatively recent
stock pen, on the basis of its appearance and comments made
by local visitors to the site. There are also a few possible
stretches of walling which are un-interpretable. Two sets
of probably non-recent walled structures are encountered
on the knoll — a ‘range’ of rather irregular and apparently
conjoined buildings (E, F, G) which look different from
most of the stone-footed structures encountered on our

survey, and two small sub-rectangular structures B and
D, apparently both with side entrances, the former being
clearly earlier than Structure A. The relationship between
Structures D and E makes it seem likely that E is the later
of the two structures, and unlikely, but not impossible, that
they were in contemporaneous use.

To the southwest of the church is a carefully-constructed
access and docking facility for a small boat; it is apparently
continuous with a wall-face that revets the lower edge of
the knoll, and which was demonstrated to be recent in
trial excavations carried out on the site (see Chapter 14).
Originally it was interpreted as defining the edge of what
was called the ‘dun’; apparent fragmentary stretches of
facing wall and two small quarries which seem to have
robbed it were encountered on the west and north edges
of the knoll, and the north wall of Structure F, which is
considerably thicker than the north walls of its neighbours
E and G, could have formed part of a perimeter wall. Along
the eastern side of the top of the knoll the distinct linear
‘edge’ of a zone of stones and nettles is visible.

The evidence does seem to suggest the former existence
here of a structure comparable to one of the larger ‘island
duns’, heavily robbed out and evidently recently refurbished
in the area of the boat access area. At 35m—40m across it
would be larger than most of the island duns in the area,
but quite comparable in size with the one on the west side
of Upper Loch Bornish (NF 742 291) which is on a similar
promontory location near the shore of the loch, at any rate
at present water levels (see Chapter 12). The presence of
some kind of island dun here on Loch Chill Donnain would
fill a rather obvious distributional gap. The availability of
building stone from this putative early structure might have
been one reason for the choice of site for the church, and
perhaps some of the other buildings on the knoll, on this
particular spot. A comparable case occurs at St Tredwell’s
chapel on Papa Westray, Orkney.

If the current summer water levels were to rise by about
0.70m—0.80m, or the highest winter levels by about 0.40m,
the Cille Donnain knoll would become an island. In these
circumstances it is worth considering what is known or
deducible about water levels in the past. Today’s loch
levels are ‘unnatural’ in the sense that they are influenced
by the Roe Glas and other drainage enterprises of the past
two or three centuries, and also by the causeway for the
road between the A865 and the sea. However, these levels
may be much the same as they have been for the past few
centuries; it seems in any case that the Roe Glas had a
natural predecessor (see above). In the absence of artificial
drainage it is hard to believe that water levels have ever
been much Jower than at the present time. Pont’s map
of c. 1595 shows several islands in Loch Chill Donnain;
since almost all of the islands in the loch are low-lying, it
seems unlikely that water levels were much higher then
than today. If the buildings on Eilean Mor date from the
12th century and the causeways leading to them are of
the same date, it follows that the water levels cannot have
been much higher at that time, since the island used as a
‘stepping stone’ would otherwise have been submerged.
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Figure 3.5. Earthwork plan of Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos)
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Figure 3.6. Interpretive plan of houses at Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos)

On the other hand, profiles of the banks of Loch Chill
Donnain show clearly that water levels on this loch were
once systematically higher. So it is possible that the knoll

at Cille Donnain was an island when the putative ‘island
dun’ was in being. One can only urge further investigation
—and note that our own work did not involve consideration
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Figure 3.7. Contour map of Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos); north is to the upper left

of the source of the stone used for the structures. Is it
possible that quarrying here might also have affected the
relationship between land and water?

Gearraidh Bhailteas

A plan was made of a cluster of buildings on elevated
ground at Gearraidh Bhailteas (Garryvaltos; NF 735 265;
NF72NW 27; Fleming 1992). Most unusually, this site
displays a cluster of ruined stone-footed buildings, some
well-preserved and others robbed and slighted (Figures
3.5-3.6); it is obvious from the close relationships between
the buildings that the site contains a good deal of horizontal
stratigraphy, and hence perhaps a degree of ‘chronological
depth’ most unusual in the area. Excavation has produced
a series of buildings and associated artefacts in unusually
secure stratigraphic contexts (see Chapter 15). Possibly
this site could be regarded as a rare survivor, on ‘dry
land’, of settlement clusters now mostly under the sand
of the machair — if their stones were not re-used to build
other structures.

Locally, the site is on high ground (Figure 3.7). Seen
from the east and south, the buildings are on a low knoll,
with well-defined steeply-sloping edges, and the land
surface also slopes away to the west, though more gently.
On the north side, however, the fairly level ground on
which the buildings themselves once stood continues to
the edge of Loch Aird an Sgairbh, and the approach to
the north side of the site from the west is a fairly gentle
one. The buildings of this settlement would also have been

conspicuous from much further afield though one has to
point out that, in the rolling landscape of this coastal plain,
any building on a slight elevation may catch the eye from
some considerable distance; it may often be silhouetted
against the sky. That said, however, it is obvious that the
founders of this settlement sought no natural shelter or
concealment.

The oldest features on the site are the robbed-out walls
that once formed enclosures, one of them apparently
surrounding most of the knoll. Judging by the stones which
remain, it must have been quite an impressive structure.
This may be the ‘gearraidh’, the enclosure or garth which
gave the place its name; Garryvaltos is mentioned in a
land charter of 1498, listed between Frobost and Kildonan
(Munro and Munro 1986: 228). The plan suggests that
there might once have been three enclosures — a small one
X at the southeast, which was cultivated at a much more
recent date; the large enclosure Y whose northern wall has
been destroyed; and Z, a partition of the large enclosure,
its wall running through the jumble of stones to the west
of Structure A to turn northeast and through the area later
occupied by the northeast comer of Structure A. There is
a further section of enclosure wall to the east of Structure
I, which may be part of Enclosure Y.

The enclosure walls were all slighted by an interesting
array of structures. On grounds of preservation, the most
recent structures must include A and B, which at some point
might have been in use together though A was probably
built later than B; K might have gone with B, perhaps a byre
set at right angles to the house, as sometimes seen in this
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area. These buildings should pre-date 1836, when the site
is said to have been cleared (and it is most unlikely that a
‘squatter’ settlement would have been permitted thereafter
so close to Milton House). Of the other buildings on the
site, C and L may also be relatively recent, though not as
recent as A, B and K.

The relatively old structures include D and J (slighted
by E and A respectively); perhaps H is a fragment of a
building contemporary with D and J, and goes with the
amorphous lump of rubble north of C. Structures E and F
both have walls that apparently climb onto a pile of rubble
from some earlier structure (here labelled G). Structure C
is a square building, comparable on this site perhaps only
with M. It has slighted Structure I, a building difficult to
interpret.

A tentative sequence might look like this:

1. The enclosures.

2. The old-looking houses D and J (and perhaps H).

3. Structure I and the two structures orientated in the
same direction — F followed by E?

4. Structures C and M.

5. Structures B and K, then A (and L?).

This leaves N and O floating in time as well as in space,
and of course there might have been earlier buildings where
A and B now stand.

It is not possible to insist upon all the details of this
sequence. Nevertheless, it is clear that this is a most
interesting and complex site, which may well provide a
significant key to the local settlement sequence.*

Notes

1 Anglicized place-names: Ben Mor, East Loch Ollay, South Loch
Eynort, Ben Corerary, Glen Kildonan, Upper Loch Kildonan
2 Kildonan, Garryvaltos

O8]

Also spelt MacRuairi
4 The site was scheduled by Historic Scotland after the survey.
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Survey

4 The mountains survey: Loch Aoineart

John Moreland with a contribution by Gill MacLean”

Survey

John Moreland

Loch Aoineart is a seawater loch located on South Uist’s
mountainous and hilly east coast (the island’s highest
mountain, Beinn Mhor (620m), lies just to the north).!
It extends east—west across 8kms of South Uist’s 11km
width. Our survey of this beautiful landscape, together
with the machair survey and the blackland survey (see
Chapters 2 and 3), provided a transect across the three
distinct north—south running terrains of South Uist. The
fieldwork took place during three weeks in June and July
over three years and consisted of walk-over surveys by a
small team of staff and students along the coastal zone of
Loch Aoineart, logging earthwork and other man-made
features. The Loch Aoineart project was divided into a
three-phase programme between 1988 and 1993:

1. Extensive survey in 1988—1989

2. Intensive survey and the search for dated parallels in
1990

3. Excavation in 1991-1993 (see Chapter 17).

A second area of Loch Aoineart, immediately to the
west of this survey area, was surveyed in 2006 by EASE
archaeological consultants as part of a study of coastal
erosion (Moore and Wilson 2007). They recorded 37 sites
of which seven had been identified before, including two by
our own survey (sites 23 and 28; see below). The majority
of their sites consisted of landing places, together with a
number of deserted settlements, their outbuildings, walls
and enclosures; almost all are likely to date to within the
last three centuries.

1988 survey

In 1988 almost 100 archaeological features, the vast
majority probably dating to the mid-18th to mid-19th
centuries (though some might have been Medieval or
prehistoric), were located dispersed over the coastal zone
around Loch Aoineart (Figure 4.1). For example, in the area

where the Allt Volagir (Allt Bholagair) flows into the sea
there is a complex of buildings of this period, including
walls, jetties, animal pens, a fish-smoking building and kelp
processing areas (Figure 4.2; for example, 172 in Figure
4.1 and in the Site Inventory below). On the southern and
eastern slopes of Beinn Bheag Dheas there are several
ephemeral house structures, traces of lazy beds which
would have been used for potato cultivation, and animal
enclosures (Figure 4.2; 56, 57, 63—68, 173-80 in Figure
4.1). It is possible that some of these structures relate
to the ‘religious house’ that is said to have been located
in this area in ‘olden times’, or to the inn which ‘strong
local tradition’ places here in the early modern period (see
Arinambane in the Place-names section below, and Figure
4.2). In any case, the material remains point to the diversity
of agricultural and marine resources drawn upon by the
inhabitants of the region in the early modern period when
the population was more substantial than it has been in
recent times (see Conclusion; see also Chapter 17).

The principal archaeological elements include a long,
linear feature near Loch an Dorain (probably an ancient
turf and stone wall) running along the south slopes of
Beinn Bheag Dheas. This wall is visible on Google satellite
images (Site 64; Figure 4.3). A similar wall was found on
the seaward side of a small stream in the same area and
this system of earthworks might have incorporated several
cairns discovered close by (81 in Figure 4.1; also Figure
4.10). These cairns are probably either clearance debris or
funerary monuments.

The Post-Medieval/early modern period is represented
by a series of blackhouses with double thickness walls built
of monolithic blocks, and central hearths. Blackhouses
and other stone structures were located along the shores
of Sloc Dubh (Figure 4.2; also 147, 155, 156 in Figure
4.1), while a series of cairns were situated on the higher
ground further inland (e.g. 154, 199, 202). Several houses
were found in the Hafn area, close to the mouth of Loch
Aoineart (Figure 4.2; also, for example, Figure 4.1, 222).
Two other structures found close to the Sloc Dubh na Hafn
inlet have been interpreted as bothies (165) (for the above,
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Figure 4.2. Places in the landscape, Loch Aoineart
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Figure 4.3. Linear earthwork running west and south from
Loch an Dorain (Google maps)

see also Figures 4.9 and 4.10). As we note below, this was
a ‘haven’ used as an anchorage by ships waiting to make
their way through the Struthan Beag (the narrow entrance
into the western part of the loch), and ‘bothies’ are recorded
here in the late 19th century. Hafn is a Norse name, and
we spent some time looking for Viking-period structures
in this area — to no avail (but see below).

1989 survey

The second season of field survey concentrated on the
southern shores of Loch Aoineart. As in 1988, many
dozens of sites were located, including shoreline facilities,
houses and field systems. One of the most significant finds
was a large tripartite house at Frigary (Figure 4.2; 45 in
Figure 4.1). The walls were made of well-dressed, coursed
stone, and the house was associated with a series of walls,
paddocks, and slipways (Figure 4.4). It was clearly an

FRIGARY

Figure 4.4. Plan of structures and enclosures at Frigary, south Loch Aoineart
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Figure 4.5. Structures at Kirkidale (Google mdps)

important settlement, but without excavation we were
unable to date it (though a roofless structure is recorded
there in 1873 [see Frigary in Place-names section below;
also see Conclusion]).

Further east along the coast, in the valley local people
call Kirkidale,? two significant groups of features were
discovered (Figures 4.2 and 4.5). At the eastern end of
the valley, where it opens to the sea, we came across
the remains of a blackhouse and associated sheep fank
(pen). The latter was built on top of the remains of one
of the southern walls of a turf and orthostat house. The
size and shape of this (clearly earlier) structure led us to
believe (wrongly) that it might have been a Norse house
(see below, and Chapter 17). It is possible, however, that
it is associated with another (residual) enclosure to the
south-east (Figure 4.6 and below in the Intensive Survey:
Kirkidale section).

At the western end of this valley we discovered another
settlement complex, consisting of two or three circular huts
set on the western edge of a large enclosure (Figure 4.7).
To the east lie two rectangular buildings, one incorporating
the remains of an earlier orthostatic structure. While in its
later life the complex was evidently used for sheep penning,
local traditions of a religious community in this area, along
with the form of the circular huts, may support the idea that
this was an early monastic site (see below in the Intensive
Survey: Kirkidale and Place-names sections).

One of the pleasures of working at Loch Aoineart was
the opportunity to converse with local people and to learn
from them about the history, archaeology and folklife of the
area. It was on a trek around some of the more inaccessible
parts of South Loch Aoineart with Robert Tye (then resident

at Poltoran; see Place-names section below) that we were
taken to see another possible monastic site. This consists
of six or seven small hut settings at a place called Bun an
Amair (Figures 4.2 and 4.8). The inaccessible and remote
location makes it unlikely that these are shielings, and they
are not in the topographical positions in which most South
Uist shielings are situated (see Chapter 7). Like the western
site in Kirkidale, that at Bun an Amair is constructed against
a rock face, close to a stream and is not visible from the
sea. Although attribution must be provisional, it is just
possible that both were occupied by early Christian ascetics
fleeing the profanity and secularity of the world, and that
this (too?) was an early monastic site (see below).

1990 intensive survey: Kirkidale

The third season of research around Loch Aoineart
represented a departure from the type of work we had
previously been carrying out. As we have seen, in 1988
and 1989 we systematically surveyed the north and south
shores of the loch, locating, recording and mapping all
archaeological remains — from prehistoric cairns to early
modern structures. The result was a comprehensive picture
of the distribution of sites in the coastal zone of the region
(Figure 4.1).

As I have already noted, however, the major problem
we faced was our inability to date the settlements and other
structures we had located. While the presence of chimneys
allowed us to assign some houses to the later part of the
19th century, the fact that little archaeological work had at
that time been carried out on South Uist meant that securely
dated parallels simply did not exist for most structures. This
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Figure 4.7. Structures and enclosure at Kirkidale West

problem was especially acute for late prehistoric and early
historic sites — which were then notable by their absence (or
perhaps by our inability to assign dates to them). In 1990,
therefore, our teams carried out intensive surveys of several
sites, producing detailed plans to enable comparisons to be
made with sites elsewhere in the Western Isles and Scotland
in the hope of generating more detailed chronologies.
All of the sites surveyed in the summer of 1990 lay on
the south side of Loch Aoineart, and work was concentrated

mainly in the valley of Kirkidale which lies about 2km
over the hills from the end of the south Loch Aoineart
road (Figure 4.2). This valley was selected for particular
attention for several reasons. Firstly, the survey of the area
in 1989 had shown that there was an unusual concentration
of settlement in this short valley (see above). Secondly,
the place-name suggested that there may be an early
ecclesiastical site here. This suggestion was reinforced
by local traditions that there was a connection between
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BUN AN AMAIR

Figure 4.8. Plan of structures at Bun an Amair

Kirkidale and the church of St Peter’s at Cille Pheadair
(Kilpheder), one of the two parish churches on South Uist
in 1549 (the other being at Howmore; Parker Pearson et al.
2004: 155, 158), that there was a chapel or prayer house
at Kirkidale in the mid-16th century (MacDhomhnaill
1981), and that there was an early monastic site in the
valley (see below).

Kirkidale East

The first site to be surveyed lay at the mouth of the valley
about 50m from the sea (113-115, 118-120 in Figure
4.1; see also Figures 4.5 and 4.6). As noted above, the
site comprised two houses and two enclosures. The best-
preserved of the houses (1) lay on the southwestern edge
of the complex. The walls of this blackhouse still stood
to shoulder-height, and its entrance was in the northern
wall. Survey suggested that there might have been a
window in the middle of the eastern wall, looking out over
a slightly raised area which may represent the remains
of a kitchen-garden (Figure 4.6). The southern wall of a
(modern-looking) sheep fank was built over this ‘garden-
area’, and abutted the eastern wall of the blackhouse. The
northern wall of this enclosure was constructed on top of
the much-reduced southern wall of the other house (2) in
this complex. This suggests that the sheep fank is the most
recent structure in the complex, probably post-dating the
abandonment of House 1 (the walls of which might have
been used to create a facility for sheep-processing). It
seems possible that this archaeological relationship captures

one of the most poignant aspects of the history of Loch
Aoineart (and South Uist) — the replacement of people by
sheep in the mid-19th century Clearances (see Conclusion
and Chapter 17).

House 2 measures ¢.9m long by 4m wide, with walls
of orthostatic construction, and (we thought) a doorway
in the north wall (see Chapter 17). As noted above, at first
we thought this might be a Norse structure. This belief was
based on the residual nature of the remains, on possible
traces of a central hearth, and on the fact that the eastern
wall bowed slightly (see 115 in the Site Inventory). As we
shall see in Chapter 17, excavation demonstrated this to be
a much-reduced blackhouse. It is clearly earlier than the
sheep fank, which was built on top of its southern wall,
but we cannot be sure of its chronological relationship
with the other blackhouse (House 1) in the complex. The
1805 Bald map show two houses and an enclosure at this
location — and it is likely that they represent the structures
we recorded. This complex is visible in ‘Google maps’
— Figure 4.5.

Kirkidale West

About 200m up Kirkidale, away from the sea and sitting
on a low shoulder of land overlooking the river that flows
down the valley, lies perhaps the most enigmatic and
interesting site located in the course of the 1989 survey
(70-72, 82, 86, 87 in Figure 4.1). This consists of a sub-
circular enclosure (72) constructed against the rock face
to the north. The enclosure measures about 25m east—west
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by 10m north—south (see Chapter 17). To the west of the
enclosure lies a series of structures of various shapes and
dates (70, 71; Figure 4.7). There appear to be several phases
of construction/occupation — and only further excavation
will allow us to confirm/refine the following sequence. At
the time of the survey, the first phase seemed to consist of
two rectangular buildings orientated roughly southwest-
northeast. One of these cut into a low mound (71) which
lies at the western end of the enclosure. The second phase of
structures in this part of the site seemed to consist of a single
rectangular building c.4m—5m long by 2m wide and divided
in the middle by a well-built stone wall. At a later date this
structure was converted into two sub-circular buildings (but
see Chapter 17 for a revised interpretation).

To the east of the enclosure lay another complex of
buildings which also suggests a variety of dates and
usages (82, 86, 87; Figure 4.7). The most interesting was
bounded on the eastern side by a wall of large orthostats
deeply set into the ground — one interpretation was that
this might be the remains of a robbed-out souterrain (for
further discussion, see Conclusion). The wall was reused
in later periods, with the last usage probably being in the
relatively recent past when a series of very crude walls
were constructed to form a number of small rooms perhaps
utilized in connection with the rearing or processing of
sheep.

The interpretation of this site is very difficult — it looks
like nothing else we have encountered in the area (though
see the discussion of Bun an Amair, above). In form (an
enclosure with ‘cell-like’ structures), it is close to what
one would expect an early historic monastic site to look
like and, given its isolated location and the local tradition
and place-name evidence already mentioned, it is possible
that, in its earliest phases, this is in fact what it was. One
obvious problem with this interpretation is the apparent
lack of buildings within the enclosure. The structures we
have located all seem to lie outside the enclosing wall.
Two solutions to this problem may be proposed. Firstly,
the enclosure may originally have run to the west of the
sub-circular buildings described above, thereby bringing
them within its circuit. Alternatively there may originally
have been buildings within the enclosure which are no
longer immediately apparent. As Sally Foster has argued
for other Scottish monastic sites, ‘the apparent absence
of internal structures [at Cill-an-Suidhe, Lismore, Argyll]
may be due to their timber construction’ (1996: 84). That
this may be the case at Kirkidale West is suggested by the
fact that, when the site is viewed from the top of the rock
face onto which it backs, it is possible to make out the
lines of at least one, and possibly two, circular structures.
These show up as patches of slightly greener grass (see
Foster 1996: 8487 for similar sites in western Scotland,
and Fleming and Woolf 1992, as well as Chapters 3 and
14 of this volume, for the 12th-century ecclesiastical
complex at Cille Donnain, just 7km to the west). Small-
scale excavations on this site produced some evidence
to support the dating — if not necessarily the monastic
interpretation (and, as Alex Woolf has pointed out to me,

the setting is unsuitable as a burial ground, the other use an
‘ecclesiastical’ enclosure might have (Woolf pers. comm.;
see also below and Chapter 17).

The final site surveyed as part of the 1990 season at
Loch Aoineart was the house at Frigary (see above; 45 in
Figure 4.1). This house was ¢.19m long by 4m wide and,
as such, it is the longest and narrowest structure found not
only in Loch Aoineart but also in South Uist as a whole
(Figure 4.4). The structure is well built and in places the
walls still stand several courses high, despite having been
robbed of stone for at least the last century. It was obviously
the home of someone of considerable standing in the Loch
Aoineart community but it remains undated — other than
being recorded as a roofless building in 1873 (see below
in Place-names section).

Place-names around Loch Aoineart

Gill MacLean”

Gill and Donald MacLean were unrivalled founts of
knowledge about the history and places of South Uist.
We spent many a (usually wet) afternoon in their house at
Howmore listening to stories of the island’s past. Gill used
her researches in Lionacleit library (Benbecula) to reinforce
their local knowledge. In an effort to accumulate as much
information as possible about the human presence in, and
impact on, the landscape of Loch Aoineart we asked her
to undertake a study of the significant place-names of the
area. There are clearly difficulties in using place-names
as a guide to settlement chronology, but they are not
insurmountable (Gelling 1988). Further, we now appreciate
that the naming of the land is part of the process through
which human beings endow it with significance — the
names are repositories of meaning and memory (Symonds
1999: 114-15). Gill, therefore, combined her discussions
of the meaning of place-names with considerations of the
documentary evidence (particularly from census data,
historical records, Ordnance Survey and other historical
maps) to produce a picture of human activity at particular
locales around Loch Aoineart — especially in the early
modern period (see also Chapter 7 for further discussion
of Loch Aoineart place-names).

In the pages that follow we publish the fruit of her
researches largely as Gill left it to us — and in her memory.
Her history of Locheynort is published as Chapter 18 of
this volume.

A list of significant place-names in the Loch Aoineart
region has been compiled from maps, census information
and other sources. The boundaries were chosen to coincide
with the 19th-century farms, the present occupancy of
the land, and on the basis of the demographic analysis
of census returns. When using place-name evidence in
Uist it is important to know the past history of the area
— if the locality was cleared, or the indigenous population
replaced by incomers, then names tend to be lost or re-
placed. In all cases the place-names cited here are at least
200 years old.?
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All the sites mentioned below are shown in Figure 4.2.
Geographically, the list starts at Lamsay on the east coast
of South Uist, following the coastline south and west along
the north shores of Loch Aoineart to Bayhead, and then
eastwards along the south shore of the loch finishing up on
the east coast at Kyles Stuley. No attempt is made to give
a full English translation of the elements of all the names,
but points of interest are noted (see also the Appendix to
this volume).

Loch Eynort is a tautology — Gaelic, a loch, and Norse, a
fjord or firth. The ey has been equated with ‘ein’, meaning
lonely, but it may be Evind’s firth (Pochin Mould 1953:
98). The elements of Loch Aoineart place-names tend to
come from three main sources: Norse, Gaelic, and English
or Scots.

e Norse elements are ey (ay) — an island; dale — a valley
or glen; hafn — a haven; holm — an island, as in Bo-
lum; strome — a narrows. Sgeir — a rock or reef is now
accepted as Gaelic (Fraser 1978: 237).

o  Gaelic elements are bagh — a bay or inlet, although
this may come from the Old Norse vagr; rubha — a
headland; sloe — a pit or narrow inlet; allt — a stream;
abhinn — a river; caolas — kyles, a narrows; eilean
— an island; creag — a cliff, rock or crag; laimhrig — a
landing place.

o  English elements are obvious: port is an early borrow-
ing into Gaelic and kirk is Scots. Bayhead, Hightown
and Black Island are straight translations.

Three place-names have ecclesiastical connections:
Arinambane, Kirkidale and Eilean an Easbuig. These are
all pre-Reformation in date.

1. Lamsay (NF 844 324). Two buildings are shown on
the Bald Map of 1805, and two households were returned
in 1841 (census returns for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 and
1881 were available at Lionacleit library, Benbecula). There
are no buildings or improved land in 1873 and there are
no further references.

2. Corodale (NF 834 314). This is known to contain a
‘Forester’s Cottage’ in 1746 when Prince Charles Edward
Stuart lodged there for six weeks in May and June of
that year (Munro and Munro 1986: 50). Neil MacEachen
(born in Howbeg in 1719, and friend of Prince Charles)
considered the house to be family property at that time.
In 1805 it is mapped as part of the Howbeg tack, and two
or three buildings are shown on Bald’s map. In 1817 one
tenant was paying £12, but in 1818 this sum was split
between two. By 1822 rent had dropped to £9 and three
tenants were involved; the same rent was paid in 1830. In
1844 it was advertised as part of Howmore, but by 1850 it
was part of the farm of Ormacleit. One household, that of
an incoming shepherd, is enumerated in 1841 and contains
both Duncans and MacLellans (Lawson 1990). In 1851
another incoming shepherd, Greive, is returned. Pages are
missing from the 1861 census, but in 1871 a Beaton from
Skye was in residence. The 1873 survey shows one building
unroofed, although there is improved land. The valley now
contains three ruins of 19th-century type, of which the

oldest looking (traditionally the ‘Forester’s Cottage’) is
at NF 833 313 [JM’s note: these are clearly visible on the
Google Maps satellite imagery of this location].

3. Hellisdale (NF 834 307). There are two or three
buildings in 1805 when it appears to have been part of
Snishival township. Four households are enumerated
in 1841, including two incoming names. By 1851 the
solitary household is occupied by a shepherd and, in 1871,
a shepherd’s widow. The area became part of Ormacleit
farm in 1850, and remains part of Ormacleit and Bornais
common grazings. In 1903 the buildings are shown
unroofed but with improved land. [At least two buildings
and an associated earthwork are visible on the Google
Maps satellite imagery of this location].

4. Liadale (NF 834 304). One or two buildings and
an enclosure are shown in 1805 when it was part of
Stoneybridge. Three households were noted in 1841, and
in 1844 it was advertised as part of Howbeg/Stoneybridge
farm land. By 1850 it was part of Ormacleit farm and there
are no further census records. By 1873 the land is shown
unimproved and all buildings are without roofs. [The
remains of several buildings and associated enclosures and
lazy beds are clearly visible on the Google Maps satellite
imagery of this location].

5. Glen (position uncertain). This appears in 1841
between Liadale and Bolum, with two households. There
is no known further reference.

6. Bolum (NF 828 285). There are two or three buildings
in 1805, and it is part of Lower Bornish, i.e. Clanranald
land. Between 1820 and 1830 baptismal records suggest
that there was an extended family of MacEachens both here
and in Liadale (see above). In 1841 two families, neither
MacEachen, are enumerated. In 1844 it is advertised as
a pedicle, part of Howbeg/Stoneybridge farm, and there
are no further census records. It became part of Ormacleit
farm, and in 1873 two roofless buildings are mapped in a
small area of improved land.

7. Hafn (NF 815 276). The name (obviously) means
‘haven’, and is one of the traditional anchorages for vessels
awaiting the right conditions to make passage through the
Struthan Beag (Figure 4.2). It is probably the ‘sailing place’
of Alisdair MacMaighstir Alisdair [Jacobite and cousin
of Flora McDonald] (Bray 1986). There is one building
in 1805, but by 1821 there appear to be two households,
both Curries, as two children with different parents were
baptized that year. In 1841 two households, one a tailor, are
listed. In 1851 the one family is that of a shepherd imported
from Skye. In 1861, 1871, and 1881 the enumerator notes
bothies of fishermen, with homes on the east coast of
Scotland, somewhere between Bolum and Portskeig, and
this is the most likely place. The small gabled building is,
for Uist, typical of a late 19th-century fisherman’s bothy,
and coal has been found in the vicinity. The place is named
as containing a bothy by Angus MacLellan in about 1910
(1997: 185) [see 165 in Figure 4.1.].

8. Abhin na Crave/Bealach na Cridhrich (NF 812
279/819 282) — ‘the stream of the bones’ and ‘the pass of
the rieved (plundered) cattle’. In 1797 feu duty (payment
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for use-rights) was paid by Bornish to Clanranald for land
to the south of this march.

9. Rubh’ Airigh an Sgadain (NF 804 284) — ‘the
headland of the shieling of the herring’. In 1805 this was
part of Clanranald’s land; the march is marked both in
1805 and in 1877.

10. High Town (NF 809 285). Two or three buildings
are shown in 1805, but there are no recorded inhabitants
in 1841. It is now the site of a sheep fank built ¢.1850
when it became part of Ormacleit farm [this is visible on
the Google Maps satellite imagery of this location]. The
stones used in this structure were probably taken from
dwellings or shielings, and it has been suggested that the
ultimate source of these stones was a prehistoric structure
such as a barpa (mound). The green grass patch to the
south east of the fank may be worth investigation [see
153 in Figure 4.1].

11. Runaclach (Ru clach or Ruanaglach) (NF 805
286) — ‘a stony headland’. In 1786 John MacDonald was
granted the pedicle and was paying £4 rent to Clanranald.
Prior to this, in 1738, land in Loch Aoineart had been
granted by 17th Clanranald to his mistress as a patrimony
for his son, and this is the most likely land, given that it is
traditionally associated with Ormacleit, and the association
with the name MacDonald. One building and an enclosure
are shown in 1805. In 1817 and 1818 Mrs Curry was paying
a rent of £10/10/- and the same sum is noted in 1831. In
1819, 1824 and 1827 babies with the MacDonald surname,
but of different parents, were baptised (MacDonald and
MacDonald 1904: vol. II, 236). One household is listed in
1841, but no further references are known. The southwest-
facing slope between this site and High Town would have
been desirable pasture in the 17th and 18th centuries, and
the kelp shores profitable c¢.1800. Much that is visible in this
landscape (buildings, enclosures and seaweed platforms)
would have been in use at that time. [The remains of a
substantial house are visible on Google Maps’ satellite
imagery of this location; see also 139 in Figure 4.1].

12. Eilean dubh (Black Island) (NF 802 288); Eilean
an Easbuig (Bishop’s Island) (NF 802 285); Risgay (NF
798 283) (the islands). All are Clanranald land in 1805 and
are called ‘arable’. In 1913 Black Island became part of
croft 9 North Loch Aoineart, Bishop’s Island part of croft
10, and Risgay was designated ‘potato’ land and shared
between the ten crofters of the new township. No reference
to inhabitation was found.

13. Rubhalt (?NF 800 290). The position of this place
is uncertain. As written in the 1841 census this could
mean ‘the headland of the stream’, but it could also be a
corruption of Rubha Bhuaite (see below). Two households
are listed in 1841, and in 1873 a small area of improved
land is shown. The site may alternatively be nearer to the
unnamed headland at NF 799 286. Two unroofed buildings
are shown on unimproved land in 1873. Either site would
fit the route of the 1841 enumerator. [Google Maps’ satellite
imagery of this location shows two buildings and an
enclosure — the latter is probably 109 in Figure 4.1. All of
this might suggest that this is the location of Rubhalt].

14. Rubha Bhuaite (NF 797 283). This is a common
name in Uist and means ‘the headland of the cattle
enclosure’. It may or may not indicate an embarkation point
for cattle export. In 1818 £8/8/- was paid to Clanranald for
an area called Ruavult, and this is the most probable place.
To the north of the headland itself are the ruins of a croft
house and byre of 10 North Loch Eynort, postdating 1913.
The former access track from the school at Bayhead, built
with Board of Agriculture assistance, ends here. The old
march between Clanranald and Bornish is to the west.

15. Portskeig (NF 795 287). In 1805 this was
Bornish land and had one building. In 1841 there were
three households, one containing a young man, Ranald
MacDonald, who was a teacher. This family moved to
Unasary by 1851 and there are no further census references
to Portskeig. However, in 1873 a ‘roofed’ building is shown
on unimproved land. In 1913 this became part of croft 9
North Loch Eynort (Land Court Records 1914; see 77-79
in Figure 4.1).

16. Bagh Lathach (NF 794 285). This is ‘a silty bay’
and was the anchorage for ships waiting for tide or cargo. At
nearby Arinambane was the inn, and further investigation
might produce material evidence for the historically-known
use of the area.

17. Arinambane (NF 792 285). According to Alexander
Carmichael in 1884 the place-name means ‘the shieling
of the women (nuns)’ — ‘there has been a religious house
here in olden times, and from this circumstance the place
is named’ (Carmichael 1884: 459; see also Chapter 7).
The main building is thought to have been called the Tigh
Geal, the white house, but I have been unable to find
documentary evidence of this. The name indicates that
a building had chimneys and windows, and is thought to
have been slated.

In 1609 the Statutes of Icolmkill (Iona) compelled chiefs
to maintain inns for travellers, and no evidence has been
found either to confirm or contradict the very strong local
tradition that this is one of these inns. Any innkeeper would
have been a tenant of Bornish, not Clanranald — but no
Bornish muniments are known to have survived. Clanranald
rentals do include inns and ‘change houses’. A strong
tradition insists that the inn was slated, and it was burnt
down before becoming a shepherd’s cottage, when the roof
was replaced with thatch. Five buildings and an enclosure
are shown in 1805, and five households enumerated in
1841 including a Sinclair who is a publican, but there are
no entries for Rubha na Mheine for this date (see below).
In 1851 there are two households, including a widow who
was a grocer, and who had a daughter born in Glasgow,
but by 1871 (and again in 1881) the only household was
that of an incoming shepherd. In 1873 two buildings are
roofed but by 1903 these are unroofed. On both 6” map
editions there are areas of improved land to the east and
the southwest, but the area of land immediately adjacent to
the buildings is unimproved. Arinambane was abandoned
in ¢.1900 when a shepherd’s cottage was built at Ormacleit
crossroads. This area became croft 8 North Loch Eynort in
1914. A ‘summer house’ was built by the then owners of
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South Uist Estates in the 1940’s and at that time the well
associated with the settlement was re-opened and altered.
[Structures and walls are visible on Google Maps’ satellite
imagery of this location; see also 60, 63—68 in Figure 4.1,
see also Chapter 7].

18. Rudha Na Mheine (NF 783 283) — ‘the headland
of the meal’. The records suggest that surplus cereal was
usually exported in the form of grain, so it is likely that the
headland received the name from meal imported at a time
of crop failure [perhaps in 1812 and/or 1815; see Parker
Pearson et al. 2004: 173]. The Bald map of 1805 shows
five or six buildings and an enclosure. In 1817, 1818 and
1822 rent was paid by two tenants for the land but there
is no entry in 1841. In 1844 the area is advertised as a
pedicle to be part of Stoneybridge/Howbeg. One household
is enumerated in 1851, the last year of a positive census
entry. Land is improved both in 1873 and 1903 but the
only building is roofless. In 1914 this area became crofts
6 and 7 North Loch Eynort, although the roofless building
is on 5 North Loch Eynort.

19. Stromdubh (NF 775 290) — ‘the black narrows’.
In 1805 this is Bornish land and one or two buildings are
shown. By 1841 there are three households and there are
probably the same in 1851, but the enumerator’s route is
not easy to follow. One is described as a ‘moss crofter’.
The census of 1871 notes three households but only two
buildings are roofed in 1873. Alternative names for the area
are Kyles Calvay and Loch Eynort-side. In 1914 the area
became crofts 1, 2, and 3 North Loch Eynort.

20. Bayhead (NF 766 298). Two buildings are shown
in 1805, with an enclosure, but there are more buildings at
NF 767 296, very close to the present road junction, and
between Loch na Laimhrig and the sea. In 1817, 1818 and
1822 Angus Shaw was paying £7/7/- for Bayhead. Numbers
of households in 1841 and 1851 are uncertain because this
was the boundary between enumeration districts. By 1861
this was part of Bornish farm and probably had fewer than
six households. The number appears to be the same in 1871
and 1881. In 1907 the area was crofted by the Congested
Districts Board as crofts 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Loch Eynort (Crofters
Commission 1908: 20).

21. Calvay (NF 775 285). The name may mean ‘harbour
island’ [Alex Woolf (pers. comm.) believes this in fact
means ‘calf-island’ — a small island close to a bigger one,
from Kdlfeyr]. In 1805 the island was divided between
Clanranald to the north and Bornish. From 1817 to 1822
rent of £6/6/- was paid to Clanranald for his section of the
island, but there is no rental entry in 1830 — although there
are several baptisms from Calvay in that year. The Bald
map shows two settlements, but the 1841 census does not
distinguish the actual position of the seven households listed.
As Clanranald land was ‘cleared’ before that of Bornish it
is possible that all these families were in the south of the
island (MacLean 1984: 492). In 1878 land raiders planted
potatoes but as far as is known there was no attempt to
recolonize the island (MacLellan 1997: 4-5). After 1914 it
became croft land, divided between the 21 shareholders of
North Loch Eynort, Loch Eynort and South Loch Eynort.

22. Tigh Mhail (NF 768 288). In the 17th and 18th
centuries rent was normally paid partly in kind, and a
building was needed for the collection and storage of these
goods — hence Tigh mhail, the house for the payment of
goods as rent [see also Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 173].
This being on Bornish land it does not appear in Clanranald
rentals. Two buildings are shown on the 1805 map, but the
number of households in 1841 is uncertain. The census
of 1851 gives three households, but later censuses are
confusing as they list some cotters under the general address
of Milton Farm. In 1873 two roofed settlements are shown;
one of two buildings at NF 769 288, and another of three
buildings at NF 768 288. In 1907 the area became crofts
2, 3, and 4 Loch Eynort.

23. Poltoran (NF 770 283). This is named from the
anchorage, the ‘pool of the bald rock’, and was the place
where vessels were loaded with the surplus exports from
the rent collected at Tigh mhail. 1t is the end of the road
made for kelp export from Ormacleit to Loch Eynort. In
1805 one or two buildings are shown, and in 1841 and
1861 there is one household listed. From 1871 the returns
are unclear, but there is Angus MacLellan’s autobiography
(1997). The house on both editions of the 6” map is shown
as roofed. The description of the house in the 1881 census
is that of three rooms with windows.

24. Unasary (NF 772 277). The place known as ‘three
stones’ was the boundary between Bornish and Kildonan,
and later between Bornish farm and Milton (Gearraidh
Bhailteas) farm. After 1907 it was the boundary between
1 Loch Eynort and Milton, until the crofting of South Loch
Eynort in 1914. ‘Hunusary’ has a building in 1805 and
one household in 1841. In 1851 three were enumerated
but from then on there are no further records. In 1914
this area became 1 and 2 South Loch Eynort. [see also
Chapter 7].

25. Rubha Ronich (NF 779 275). ‘The headland of
the bracken’. A building is shown on the 1805 map but no
further references were found. The area became 3 South
Loch Eynort in 1914 [see 29 in Figure 4.1].

26. Frigary (NF 784 275). A roofless building is shown
in both 1873 and 1903 in an area of improved land. In
1914 this became crofts 4 and 5 South Loch Eynort [see
36 in Figure 4.1].

27. Aird Bhuidhe (NF 793 278). This could mean
‘yellow heights’ or possibly ‘Bowie’s point’. The Bowie
family history is discussed in MacLean (1984). In 1805
this was Bornish land but no building is shown. There is
no record in 1841, but in 1851 three households are noted:
one is a retired shepherd from Perthshire, the others are
fishermen and a boat carpenter. A single man, Donald
O’Henley, was born in Cape Breton but probably had South
Uist connections as O’Henley is on record as a Uist name
in 1798 (MacLean 1984: 508). In 1861 and 1871 there is
one household, and the house is described as having four
windows. In 1873 the building at NF 797 277 is shown
as roofed, but it is unroofed in 1903 [see 159 in Figure
4.1]. The land became part of South Loch Eynort common
grazing in 1914.
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28. Craigavaig (NF 798 272). In both 1841 and in 1851
there is one incoming shepherd in residence. The 1861
census is unclear, but there appear to be three households,
one a fisherman and another a boat builder (but see Aird
Bhuidhe, above). It does not appear subsequently, and in
1873 the land is mapped as unimproved and no building
is shown [see 89 in Figure 4.1].

29. Kirkidale (NF 800 265; NF72NE 3). In 1560
there is a record of a chapel or ‘prayer house’ at this site
(MacDhombhnaill 1981: 13). In 1805 two buildings and
an enclosure are shown, but no census returns refer to
this place. Roofless ruins are shown on all OS maps, but
the name is transposed [see 7072, 82, 8687, 113—115 in
Figure 4.1. and Chapter 17; see note 2 on OS error].

30. Kyles Stuley (NF 821 235). Two or three buildings
and an enclosure are shown in 1805. In 1841 there are two
households of incomers, but there is only one in 1851 and
1861. In 1871 and 1881 there is a probable entry under
Milton Farm as the place is known to have been inhabited
at this time. Both OS 6” editions show two roofed buildings
and improved enclosed land.

Conclusion: Loch Aoineart in history

John Moreland

All archaeology is an attempt to recover and reconstruct
the lives of those who lived in the past — not just the poor
and dispossessed (as some have argued), but the rich and
powerful as well; not just the inhabitants of Neolithic
Wessex or Iron Age Hampshire, but people of South Uist
and Sheffield in the early modern period too. One of the
greatest impediments, as we have already noted, to using
archaeological surveys of the kind we conducted around
the shores of Loch Aoineart in pursuit of this endeavour
is the absence of good datable evidence. Without (even
moderately) well-defined chronological markers, we run
the considerable risk of creating a ‘past as palimpsest’.
While this merging of the material worlds which humans
created and inhabited is to some extent a reflection of
past reality (in the sense that the landscape inhabited by,
for example, the inhabitants of Loch Aoineart in the early
19th century was a product of the activity of previous
generations), our inability to prise apart these layers and
to situate our 19th-century inhabitants in the world they
inherited means we run the risk of creating for them an
ahistorical present.*

There are, of course, textual sources for the early modern
period — especially from the late 18th century onwards.
These can be used to construct an historical narrative into
which elements of the archacological record can (with
caution) be inserted — and we shall attempt to do this below.
On the other hand, we would emphasize once again the fact
that these documents are more than just evidence about the
past. In several recent publications I have stressed the fact
that texts were human products which had efficacy in the
world in which they were created. They served both as a
technology of oppression (Moreland 2001; 2006), and as

a vehicle for liberation and enlightenment (see Moreland
2010). This is not the place to repeat those arguments, but
it is noteworthy that the moments when Loch Aoineart (or
South Uist more generally) bursts into the light of history
tend to be associated with outside attempts to influence or
dominate its inhabitants — processes intimately associated
with recording their lives and measuring their lands. To
take just one example, what we know as the Bald Map of
1805 was commissioned by Ranald George McDonald of
Clanranald, and was intended to aid in the future planning
of his estates on South Uist (see Chapter 18; also Storrie
1969; Dodgshon 1998: 239). As a map, a record of past
landholding, it is more than just evidence from the past.
It was, as James Symonds argues, ‘a first step towards
agricultural assessment, a weapon in the armoury of the
improvers who were advising their landlord clients on
how best to extract more profit’ (Parker Pearson et al.
2004: 171).

It is also the case that the form these records take affects
the way we view the historical process, and the kind of
history we write. In Chapter 18, Gill MacLean reminds
us that ‘few official records are or were kept in Gaelic’.
This muteness, which was itself a function of the operation
of power, contributes to the general notion of passivity
and acquiescence. Dynamism, power and the capacity to
drive forward the historical process are ascribed to those
who monitored and recorded both their own activities and
those of the people they dominated (see also Symonds
1999: 105). Robert Scally puts a slightly different ‘spin’
on the same phenomenon in early 19th-century Ireland,
arguing that our view of the ‘internal life’ of the village
of Ballykilcline (Co. Roscommon) is still impeded by the
nature of the record that does survive. Because it was kept
by outsiders whose main purpose was either to collect the
rent or enforce the law, the town-land did not expose its
mind to the record-keepers willingly (1995: 4).

In both early modern Ireland and South Uist ‘it was an
axiom of survival to evade ... surveillance by all means
possible’ (Scally 1995: 4). Fortunately for us, complete
evasion from the early modern state was rarely possible, and
in any case the ‘silent men and women’ of the past reveal
themselves to us in the material world they created. The
problem at Loch Aoineart is that, with rare (but significant)
exceptions, we have not always been able to tease apart
the work of different generations.

This difficulty is perhaps epitomised by the mounds/
cairns which we discovered all around the shores of Loch
Aoineart (but especially along the shore between the Allt
Volagir and Sloc Dubh; see Figures 4.2 and 4.9). These may
be prehistoric burial mounds, but they could just as easily
be grassed-over early modern clearance cairns. It would be
very surprising if this landscape was not utilized at all in
earlier prehistory — but without excavation there is no way
to tell if these mounds are the tombs of those who did so.
The Late Bronze Age pottery from the excavations at both
Kirkidale East and West (see Chapter 17) provides more
certain evidence for prehistoric occupation of the eastern
side to the island. We are as yet unable to say anything
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Figure 4.9. Living in the land — houses (house symbol), ‘other structures’ (dots), and cairns (triangles) around Loch Aoineart

about the character of that occupation, beyond the rather
basic suggestion that it might have involved the seasonal
use of the uplands, perhaps from the settlements of the
Bornais machair to the west (see Chapters 2, 10 and 11;
Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999: 14; Parker Pearson et
al. 2004: 61).

The Picts and the Vikings are synonymous with the early
historic period in Scotland, and very significant traces of
their activities have been found just a few kilometres to the
west of Loch Aoineart, on the machair at Bornais (Parker
Pearson et al. 2004: 105—44; Sharples and Parker Pearson
1999; Sharples 2005). Although situated in the island’s most
fertile landscape, these settlements are exposed to Atlantic
storms and are separated from the sheltered anchorages of
the east coast — to be found in places such as Loch Aoineart.
In fact, it is likely that much communication between
these settlements and the wider world took place via the
east—west sea lochs and the Minch which runs between
the east coast of South Uist and the mainland (Sharples
and Parker Pearson 1999: 57). Despite the infertility of
the landscape, therefore, it would not be unreasonable to
expect to find some traces of Pictish and Viking settlement
along the shores of Loch Aoineart.

In fact, in the course of the survey we thought we
had found evidence for Viking-period settlement at two
locations — Hafn and Kirkidale (Figure 4.2). In both cases

our interpretation was based on the discovery of apparently
‘bow-sided’ buildings with central hearths, said to be
characteristics of Norse-period houses (see, for example,
Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 133). Hafn is, as we have
seen, a Norse place-name and, while it is possible that the
bow-sided structure there also dates to the early Middle
Ages, without excavation we cannot be sure. On the other
hand, it does not really matter much in this context, for the
name (along with Calvay, Lamsay, Stromdubh, Hellisdale,
Corodale, Bolum etc.) is itself a product of the Norse
presence in, and appropriation of, the land. Maybe this
was the ‘haven’ longed-for by the inhabitants of the ‘great
longhouse’ at Bornais as they voyaged the Minch?

As we shall see in Chapter 17, excavations of House 2
at Kirkidale East (Figure 4.6) demonstrated that it dated
to the early modern, rather than the Norse, period. This
does not, of course, rule out the possibility of early historic
occupation of this locale — and given its location (at the
entrance to the inner loch via Struthan Beag) and name,
some Norse presence might be expected. Alex Woolf has
recently suggested to me that the place-name (Kirkidale/
Kirkjudalr?) may well reflect ecclesiastical use in the Norse
period (pers. comm.) What is certain, however, is that (at
least elements of) the structures hidden up the valley at
Kirkidale West pre-date the Norse settlement of the island.
As I will describe in detail in Chapter 17, excavations on
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Figure 4.10. Using the land — seaweed platforms, jetties, walls and lazybeds around Loch Aoineart (symbols are self-

explanatory)

this site suggest at least two main phases of occupation
and produced sherds of both Late Bronze Age and Late
Iron Age pottery (the latter dating to between AD 300
and 600+) (see also Parker Pearson and Sharples 1999:
86—7; Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 115). It is possible that,
as elsewhere in South Uist, this prehistoric site was re-
occupied in (what we would regard as) the early historic
period (see Chapter 17).

In any case, we now have good evidence that the
mountainous east coast of South Uist was occupied from the
late prehistoric period onwards, reinforcing the suggestion
that human use of the interior and of the east coast was
not just confined to seasonal transhumance, with perhaps
some permanent ‘pastoral or fishing communities’ (Parker
Pearson and Sharples 1999: 14; also p. 11 for a map of
Middle Iron Age settlement on South Uist). Given the
fact that much maritime traffic in the region would have
preferred the shelter of the channel between Uist and
the mainland, we may also speculate that these remote
communities could also have benefited from occasional
piracy. This might not have been so true of the early
historic occupants of the site if they were monks! However,
if this was a monastic settlement, it speaks as much of
communication as of isolation. The site was certainly
located away from whatever centres of habitation there
were, perched on the shoulder of a hill out of sight from

the sea. On the other hand, it was just off the great maritime
highway that connected the Uists with western Scotland,
with Ireland and (more distantly) with Merovingian Gaul
and the Mediterranean.

Strangely, as we move out of the era of the Picts and the
Vikings (which many people still characterize as a Dark
Age) and into the Middle Ages, our knowledge of how
people inhabited, exploited and perceived the landscape
of Loch Aoineart becomes vanishingly small. This is,
of course, a product of the general difficulty with dating
which I outlined earlier, and is not confined to the east
coast of the island. It has recently been remarked that ‘we
... know more about prehistoric life on Uist than we do
about Medieval houses and villages’ (Parker Pearson et al.
2004: 148). However, the problem around Loch Aoineart
is exacerbated by the absence of any obviously ‘Medieval’
structures — such as the churches at Howmore and Cille
Donnain (Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 154-61; Fleming
and Woolf 1992; Fojut 1997). That there might have been
an ecclesiastical presence in the region in the Middle
Ages is reinforced by the possibility of an early Christian
community at Kirkidale (see above), by the likelihood that
there was a chapel there in the 16th century (see above;
MacDhombhnaill 1981), and by the possibility that the
place-name Arinambane refers to an early nunnery (see
above and Chapter 18) — but we cannot be certain.
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It is likely that the lands around Loch Aoineart continued
to be used (at least) for seasonal grazing, and for refuge,
throughout the Middle Ages. However, there are indications
that, by the 14th century, the permanent settlements had
moved off the machair and onto the margins of the peatlands
to the east. The idea might have been to continue to exploit
the (comparatively) fertile machair, while enhancing usage
of the grazing land on the peat and further into the hills
—amove perhaps indicating an increased demand for beef
(on or off the island). This settlement shift is confirmed
in the 1590s when all the marked settlements on Timothy
Pont’s map are located just to the east of the machair (see
Chapters 2, 6 and 18; Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 162).
Further, it is very significant that Pont appears to suggest
that Loch Aoineart was the main port of the island by this
time. Given what we have suggested for the Pictish and
Viking periods, this should not come as much of a surprise,
but it does illustrate (literally) the fact that, because of its
present-day topography and vegetation, we might have
exaggerated the marginality and isolation of the east coast
in the past.

Although the shores of Loch Aoineart are littered with
small quays and slipways (Figure 4.10), we have not
been able to pin-point Pont’s ‘port’. There are indications,
however, that it might have been located on the shores of
north Loch Aoineart, at (or close to) Arinambane (Figure
4.2). As Gill MacLean pointed out (above, and Chapter 18),
the statutes of Iona (1609) required that inns be established
to cater for the needs of travellers — and ports would seem
to be an obvious place for such an establishment. There is a
strong local tradition that there was an inn at Arinambane,
and a publican is recorded as resident there in 1841.

Further, Bagh Lathach (Figure 4.2) is believed to have
been the ‘silty bay’ where ships waited for cargo (or the tide)
while Rubha na Mheine is thought to have been the place
where meal was imported during later famines (above).
Gill also reminds us that piracy almost certainly made
a significant contribution to Clanranald’s finances, and
“for this Loch Aoineart was ideal as the entrance requires
detailed local knowledge to navigate’ (Chapter 18). All-
in-all, it seems likely that in the 17th and 18th centuries
South Uist’s imports and exports were channelled through
this part of Loch Aoineart, and that many of the features
we located between (say) site numbers 56 and 75 (Figure
4.1) facilitated the process.

It is likely that cattle, and cattle products, were the
most significant exports passing through Loch Aoineart.
The sources of the period are dominated by the rearing
of cattle (see Chapter 18), and James Symonds concludes
that, ‘in broad economic terms, the islands and highlands
became producers of black cattle to meet the Royal Navy’s
requirement for salt beef” (Parker Pearson er al. 2004:
170). It is likely that the cattle which fed the navy were
grazed on the hills around Loch Aoineart, and that many
of the walls and enclosures which divide up this landscape
were used in the management of this precious resource.’
In this context it certainly seems significant that the
densest concentration of these earthworks is to be found

just to the east of Arinambane (Figure 4.10) — as is Rubha
Bhuaite (‘the headland of the cattle enclosure’ — Figure
4.2, and above). Before continuing on this ‘export’ theme,
however, we should remember that some of these walls and
enclosures, and those close to Frigary on the south shore of
the loch (Figures 4.2 and 4.10), were probably associated
with localized subsistence production dividing the land into
‘inbye and outbye’ (see Chapter 18). In this context too,
it is worth remarking that the unusual length of the house
at Frigary may suggest that it had a byre at one end (see
above, and Branigan and Merrony 2000).

Returning to export, it is unlikely that cattle were
transported to the mainland ‘on the hoof’. Speaking of
the island of Lingay (off the coast of North Uist in the
Sound of Harris) in 1703, Martin Martin tells us that there
the ‘beef is sweet and tender as any can be’. He goes on
to remark that ‘the natives are accustomed to salt their
beef in a cow’s hide, which keeps it close from air, and
preserves it as well, if not better, than barrels, and tastes,
they say, best when used this way. This beef is transported
to Glasgow ... and from thence (being put into barrels there)
exported to the Indies in good condition’ (Martin 1999:
69), and it is not difficult to imagine that the ‘natives’ of
South Uist did the same. James Symonds has suggested
that Loch Aoineart’s ‘tidal zones might have been used to
make salt for preserving ... beef” (Parker Pearson et al.
2004: 173), and, since the animals themselves provided the
‘containers’ in which their meat was exported, the whole
process of rearing, slaughtering, preserving and exporting
beef might have been focused on this part of the east coast.
Thus the late 17th- and 18th-century inhabitants of Loch
Aoineart were enmeshed not just in regional and national
economies, but also in the project of British imperialism
itself — a perspective which entirely undermines notions
of marginality and peripherality.

As we shall see in Chapter 17, excavation of House 2,
Kirkidale East, reinforces ideas about the ‘connectedness’
of the island. The ceramic assemblage was dominated by
imported table- and tea-wares dated to the late 18th-early
19th century. Perhaps most evocative of the joined-up
nature of the early modern world, however, are the wine
bottles found in the remains of this island blackhouse. Like
the ceramics, they almost certainly entered the island via
the same facilities in Loch Aoineart that (a little earlier,
admittedly) took salt beef to the Empire. Symonds puts
this is a wider context. He argues that the ceramics from
his excavations of a blackhouse at Milton, just to the west
of Loch Aoineart, ‘produced in Edinburgh, Glasgow and
Stoke-on-Trent [suggest that] ... along with the rest of
Britain in the 1700s, South Uist obtained the new luxuries
of tea, tobacco, sugar and molasses, together with the
paraphernalia of tea sets and clay pipes’. He notes that,
in British terms, the ceramics were ‘relatively low-status
“industrial” slipwares’, points out that some had been
repaired with ‘lead staples’, and concludes that ‘there is
no denying that the ceramics indicate circumstances of
poverty: people were getting by with the cheapest ceramics
and going to some lengths to repair many of those that
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broke’ (Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 180—1; Symonds
1999: 117).

I am not so sure. Repair can be taken as evidence of
problems with supply rather than being an index of poverty,
and the fact that the Kirkidale ceramics show no sign of
having been repaired demonstrate that neither condition
was general to the island (see Barker in Chapter 17; Barker
2005: 116, 121; though note that a ‘glazed base sherd of
pottery (with rivet hole) [was] found on a slipway’ on
Eilean Dubh, north Loch Aoineart [site 122]. Further,
Jack Bumsted has recently commented on the ‘generally
improved standard of living’ enjoyed by the people of
the islands in the late 18th century, a product of ‘the
widespread use of smallpox inoculation and vaccination,
the introduction of the potato and ... new sources of wealth
for the inhabitants, including kelping’ (2005: 127-8; also
below). While he goes on to note that this did not always
mean ‘prosperity in the modern sense’ because people often
responded to the new circumstances by increasing family
size (2005: 128), the evidence from Kirkidale, and from
the islands more generally, does seem to point to people
at the end of the 18th century living well beyond the level
of subsistence (see also Barker 2005: 112).

Most of the excavated blackhouses on South Uist and
Barra date to the late 18th or early 19th century (or, at least,
that is when they had ceramics; Branigan 2005a: 74, 86,
100; Branigan and Merrony 2000: 13—15; Parker Pearson
et al. 2004: 176-84), and it seems likely that so do most
of those we located around the shores of Loch Aoineart. If’
they do, they are perhaps another index of at least a certain
level of prosperity. Archaeologically, this would be the
moment in which Loch Aoineart was most inhabited (in the
sense of people having a sense of place there; see below for
the highest level of population). It was a landscape dotted
with sturdy farms, each one representing a considerable
commitment in time and energy and whose solidity thus
rooted their inhabitants in the landscape.

While embedded in the land, these people were also
enmeshed in the networks of national and international
trade (contra MacLean, in Chapter 18, who suggests that the
shifting of Clanranald affairs to Benbecula in the 1720s was
‘detrimental to Locheynort’). David Barker summarizes
the situation nicely. The ceramics of Balnabodach (Barra),
he argues, ‘would not be out of place in households on
mainland Britain. ... An embracing of at least the trappings
of a mainland Anglo-Scottish way of life seems to have
been complete early in the 19th century, but the precise
way in which mainland British material culture was
employed within the blackhouse is still uncertain. Here was
a domestic environment which had no obvious history of
consumerism, and in which people would have had only
a limited awareness of the culture they were buying into
with these industrially made goods. The available evidence
suggests that this was not the natural environment in which
factory-made ceramics would readily find a place, and yet
here they are in quantities’ (Barker 2005: 121-2).

Some may think that I am offering a rather romantic
vision of life along the shores of Loch Aoineart at the turn

of the 18th century. On the contrary, I believe I am, in
fact, avoiding the lure of a pervasive ‘romantic counter-
modernism’ which seeks to preserve (or, one might say,
construct) the ‘purity’ and simplicity of traditional societies
and which reads their incorporation into the modern world
system only as a tale of alienation and fragmentation (see
Moreland 2010: 91-3, 111). I have no doubt that, as with
all peasant societies, life in South Uist was hard — most of
the time. But accepting that, we must also accept that people
were resilient, that they sought to use what resources were
at hand to construct themselves and their communities — and
that some times were better than others. I would suggest
that this was one such moment, that it is manifest in the
distribution of farms all along the shores of Loch Aoineart,
in the monumental construction of the blackhouses, and in
the use of imported ceramics and glass vessels.

The inhabitants of the blackhouse at Kirkidale were not
aware that their plates, bowls and jugs were ‘relatively
low-status’. For them, they were probably prized items,
made more so by problems of supply. They clearly did not
have the same meaning here as in the production centres
in Stoke or Glasgow. As Igor Kopytoff has argued more
generally, ‘what is significant about the adoption of alien
objects ... is not the fact that they are adopted, but the
way they were culturally redefined and put to use’ (1986:
67). And the fact that many of the South Uist assemblages
(including Kirkidale) have large numbers of plates, ‘with
connotations of a more English style of dining involving
tables and chairs’, and teawares ‘despite evidence to
suggest that tea was not widely available before the middle
of the 19th century’ (Barker 2005: 121) tells us that a
process of ‘cultural redefinition” had taken place, with
even this limited range of ceramics being used to express
a new sense of self and place in this joined-up world. It
may be only in our eyes that the table- and tea-wares look
incongruous in a Hebridean blackhouse.

But if this was one of the ‘better times’ in the life of
ordinary people of South Uist, it was to be a brief one
and might have contained within itself the seeds of its
destruction. As Symonds has argued, the people of South
Uist were soon to be ‘toiling in a vale of tears’ (Symonds
1999). In her study of the documentary evidence for Loch
Aoineart (historically, Locheynort), Gill MacLean argues
that by the beginning of the 19th century the export trade
through Loch Aoineart diminished owing to the fact that
Clanranald’s ‘Edinburgh-based estate administration
preferred gentlemen farmers who could pay in cash’
—not in cattle, as before (Chapter 18). We also know that
there was some emigration from the region (to Canada)
brought about (in part) by religious persecution (Chapter
18; Parker Pearson et al. 2004: 175). The most significant
change, however, was one that linked cash and exports,
and which illustrates what happens when world-system
connections really do act as a corrosive on the structures
of island society.

Kelp had been processed in the Uists from the 1730s.
It produced an alkaline ash by burning the seaweed. In the
second half of the 18th century, demand for its use in a
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variety of industrial processes, including the manufacture
of soap and glass, increased significantly. As Jack Bumsted
points out ‘the constant warfare of the period often
interrupted supplies of alkalines from overseas, especially
barilla from Spain, previously the principal source for the
British market’ (2005: 124). The result was an increase both
in prices and production as Hebridean lairds sought to take
advantage of political events to ‘increasingly capitalise’
their estate resources (Dodgshon 1988: 239). ‘Between
1807 and 1809 Clanranald made an average profit of £9,454
a year from kelp’, and by 1810 was selling 1000 tuns (1
tun = 2250 pounds) a year (Bumsted 2005: 125; Parker
Pearson et al. 2004: 173-4).

Much of that production must have taken place in
Loch Aoineart and other parts of the east coast. As Gill
MacLean points out, kelp ash made from the bubble weed
(Ascophyllum) that grows along the east coast was of higher
quality than the tangles (Laminaria) washed ashore on the
west. In late spring and early summer the bubble weed was
harvested and dragged ashore to be dried and then burned
on rock platforms (Chapter 18). This produced a ‘brittle
many-coloured substance’ weighing less than 5% of the
weight of the original weed, which was then transported to
the slipways or wharfs from where ‘it was shipped south
to Hull, Leith, Liverpool, or other destinations in England
or Lowland Scotland’ (Bumsted 2005: 124).

So Loch Aoineart might no longer have been supplying
the navy with beef, but it was still inextricably caught up
in the rhythms of national and international economics
and politics. And, while we cannot date them precisely, it
seems clear that many of the facilities we located along
the shores of the loch were a product of this entanglement.
This is seen most clearly in the numerous seaweed ‘traps’
or platforms marked in Figure 4.10, designed to hold the
product before it was spread out to dry on land. We might
also imagine that many of the slipways we recorded were
used to transport the kelp to an export facility (Figure
4.10), and at least some of the bothies were used by those
involved in the seasonal production. As Gill MacLean
notes (Chapter 18), unlike cattle shielings, these bothies
were constructed close to the shore and were made of
stone or turf, or even dug out of a bank (see the several
‘U- or D-shaped’ or ‘possible’ structures listed in the
site inventory and mapped in Figure 4.9). Finally, many
of the blackhouses would have remained in occupation,
both as farms and as centres of kelp production. As in the
Derbyshire Peak District at roughly the same time, here
we are witnessing the creation of an ‘industrial society’
in an entirely rural (and, in Loch Aoineart’s case, marine)
context (Hodges 2006: 121-41).

On Clanranald’s estate ‘lands were let to the tenantry
with a view to the rents being paid in a great measure
by kelp manufacture’. In theory any surplus production
was paid for in cash; in reality this was frequently set
against arrears, advances or was used as payment for meal
distributed when the crops failed — as happened in South
Uistin 1812 and 1815 (Bumsted 2005: 126; Parker Pearson
et al. 2004: 173; Dodgshon 1998: 240; see also Rudha Na

Mheine in Maclean’s place-name analysis, above). The fall
in the price of kelp from the 1810s onwards exacerbated the
situation, but the poor people had to continue production
because, as a contemporary noted, ‘if the kelp is given
up the small tenants cannot continue to pay the present
rents’ (cited in Bumsted 2005: 132). In addition, as the
‘poor people’ devoted more of their time in the late spring
and early summer to the production of kelp, so they had
less and less time to work the land on which they still
depended for their subsistence (Symonds 1999: 110). The
result, Gill MacLean argues (Chapter 18) ‘was devastation
to both land and people’. By the beginning of the 1820s
‘the situation was one of increasing indebtedness’, and
visitors to the island made comparisons between Hebridean
kelpmakers and African slaves — to the advantage of the
latter (Bumsted 2005: 127). Gill MacLean captures the
situation very well:

‘an industrial society, held in thraldom by dependence
on land for basic subsistence, on the market value of
one commodity, and increasingly on the monoculture
of one crop — potatoes — had developed in South
Uist’(Chapter 18).

The situation was untenable, and lairds such as Clanranald
knew it. While some efforts were made to improve the
process of manufacturing kelp (Branigan 2005b: 140-3;
Bumsted 2005: 132), other ‘improvements’ increasingly
found favour. Chief among these was ‘clearing’ the land
of its existing population and turning it over to sheep
grazing — sheep, it was argued, would give Clanranald ‘a
well paid money rent and a certain income independent
of kelp’ (cited in Bumsted 2005: 132; Dodgshon 1998:
239-42). At first these clearances were internal and, at
Whitsun 1827, the township of Milton was ‘cleared’ and
a sheep-farm created. The people were ‘re-settled on the
small island of Eriskay and on the poor quality lands in
the hills and around the sea-lochs of the east coast, where
they had to find new ways of feeding themselves with sea
fishing and potato growing’ (Parker Pearson et al. 2004:
174). It is almost certain that some settled along the shores
of Loch Aoineart. As Gill MacLean points out, after years
of indebtedness they would have had very few resources;
the landscape in which they now lived was very different
from the one they had been used to, and many had become
‘semi-industrialized’. The transition to east coast living
might not have been easy.

In 1838 Clanranald sold his Uist estates to Colonel John
Gordon of Cluny — and the process of clearance continued.
The impoverishment of the people was exacerbated by the
catastrophic failure of the potato crop in 1846, 1848, 1849,
and 1850 — resulting in widespread famine. When asked
what he proposed to do about his starving tenants Gordon
replied ‘In answer to your enquiry “what do I propose doing
with them” — I say — nothing’ (cited in Branigan 2005b:
151). Although he did, after threats of government action,
spend considerable quantities of money on famine relief,
he also began another process of clearance — this time to
Canada. The result was that the population of the island
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fell from ‘more than ¢.7500 in 1851 to ¢.5000 in 1860’
(Symonds 1999: 111; Branigan 2005b: 150-52; Parker
Pearson et al. 2004: 174), and Loch Aoineart was ‘finally
abandoned to shepherds and sheep’ with the bothies of
some visiting fishermen on the coast (see Chapter 18 and
Place-names section above).

The population of Loch Aoineart was probably at its
height in the late 1840s, but there is no real archaeological
marker of this. And this should not surprise us. The
people who moved here lived in bothies and shielings,
some of which we might have recorded, and they existed
in abject poverty. They left little material mark on the
world — and it may be in absences like this that we can
find them. As we saw earlier, some have claimed that the
pottery assemblages from South Uist are a measure of the
poverty of the people. For me, however, a real marker of
poverty is the absence of pottery post-dating the 1830s
from Kirkidale (see Barker in Chapter 17). While it may
be that this is itself an indicator of when this site was
abandoned, it is also possible that the people who lived
there were no longer in a position to purchase such goods.¢

It is certainly not a product of the demise of regional-level
trade networks — in 1838 Loch Aoineart was still recorded
as one of the three main harbours of South Uist (Chapter
18). The kelping system had sucked out people’s labour
and delivered it to Glasgow, Hull, Liverpool, Glasgow
and Edinburgh — leaving them with nothing with which
to enter the market, and barely enough to survive (if that).
And when the profits from that proved insufficient, sheep
were brought in to replace the human inhabitants. That
moment — the replacement of people by sheep — might be
marked by the construction of sheep fanks on top of houses
at Kirkidale and High Town.

The Clearances are one of the most significant moments
in the early modern history of the British Isles, and the still
largely abandoned landscape of Loch Aoineart is a marker
of these events and a reminder of their real human impact.
The fact that we are studying the houses and fields as
archaeological phenomena is a product of the dislocation,
rupture and displacement they caused. It is humbling to
confront the fact that our intellectual endeavours were
facilitated by such human suffering.
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Transcribed from the survey notebooks by Anna Beck and updated by John Moreland

Map
number

Survey book
number

Grid Reference
(NF)

Description

22

1.102

778 276

Traces of lazy beds on small hillock — running roughly
S-N.

23

1.103

778 276

Piles of stones, possibly clearance cairns; small and
medium-sized rocks. 3 piles have diameters of 1.70m,
2.80m and 3.20m respectively, though largest is ovoid
and 2.10m wide in other direction. Recorded by Moore
and Wilson 2007 as SU551.

24

1.104

778 276

Wall (4.20m x 1.15m) across eastern end of natural
channel between island and mainland. At end of area of
channel cleared of loose rock, bounded at opposite end
by boundary wall. A causeway of small rocks links
island to mainland.

25

1.105

778276

Most of island covered in pronounced lazy beds.
Orientation: E-W.

26

1.101

778 278

Stone building, roughly rectangular in shape (5.40m N-
S x 4.20m E-W). Walls approx. 1.10m thick, formed by
medium and small stones. Some evidence for internal
structure. Possibly a boathouse? Vegetation: just turf.

27

1.134

779 274

Wall, marked on the OS map. 1.10m high, 9m long, Im
wide. Regular, neat construction.

28

3.100

779 275
[7789 27471*

Four-walled structure (N wall 6.60m, E wall 5.55m, W
wall 4.40m, S wall 5.30m) beside existing house. It has
a doorway in the south wall. Sits on raised ground.
Wall stands ¢.0.50m, made of large well-cut stones; N.
wall ¢.0.50m wide. Semi-circular fronting, possibly
earlier structure or fallen revetment. Trackway of small
rocks on N side. Possible track on S. Vegetation: lots of
nettles within. Recorded by Moore and Wilson 2007 as
SUS50.

29

3.106

779 275

Two small structures, possibly outhouses, immediately
to south of site 28. Constructed from small rocks of
single height, the W one is oval (3m x 2.10m) and the E
one has a diameter of 3m. Associated with a building to
the W with walls constructed from large rocks. The
walls from the building form an ‘L’ shape, 8.20m N-S
% 3.50m E-W, and are c.1m high and Im wide. A wall
runs NE-SW from the SE of the small structures to
where it incorporates the front of the building. There
are lazy beds in front of the building and the area inside
seems to have been a dump for small stones.
Vegetation: both structures surrounded by nettles. [see
Rubha Ronich in Place-names section above]

30

3.107

781274
[7807 2740]

Small slipway 5.70m E-W x 4.70m N-S, not very deep.
Wall height 0.50m, single stone, width ¢.0.50m,
measured at low tide. Large rock island (unmarked on
map) opposite entrance.

31

3.108

781274

Cairn (clearance?), 2.40m dia. Loosely piled medium-
sized stones to height of 0.50m. Looks modern.

32

3.109

782 275

Pathway across boggy area (Figure 4.1) — small rocks
amongst natural outcrop. Above slipways (site 33).

33a
33b

3.110and 3.111

782 275

Two cleared slipways. The one to the S (site 33a) is
20.40m in length N-S and 4m in width widening out to
8.30m (with a platform [seaweed?] on the E side). To
the NW of this is a natural outcrop possibly flattened to
form another seaweed-storage platform. The slipway to
the NE (site 33b) is 13.60m long SW-NE and 5.70m
wide. There are lazy beds above the slipways.
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34

1.120

782276

Small sections of wall (3.20m and 3.80m long) running
E-W along face of natural rock. Walls formed by loose
piles of small, medium and large undressed rocks.
Possibly a seaweed ‘store’.

35

1.119

7822717

Pile of small and medium-sized stones. ¢.3.70m long %
1.80m wide, roughly ovoid in shape. Vegetation: turf
and bracken.

36

3.112

783 275

House (4.70m NW-SE x 4.40m NE-SW) above site 33
on small peninsula. In the middle of the structure is an
arrangement of stones c.0.50m across. The doorway in
the middle of the SE wall is 1.20m wide. Outside it, to
the SE, there are fallen stones or possibly the remains
of a small second room. Vegetation: short turf.

37

3.113

783276

Two circular structures at end of peninsula in front of
site 36. Small circular structure (2.80m dia.) to W, and
collapsed cairn of loose stones in a radial hump (3m
dia.) to E.

38

1.118

783 277

Single-track causeway between island and mainland.
Large stones and boulders.

39

1.117

784 274

Short section of wall running parallel to stream.
Medium and large rocks overlain by peat. Section is
about 14m long and 0.50m wide. Continues
sporadically up length of stream. Orientation: 150°.

40

3.114

784 275

Trap or jetty? A stream runs down a valley with a wall
constructed to the E of it. Beyond the wall the natural
rock rises to form a ridge. To the W of the stream there
is a natural ridge with a wall constructed on top of it
(site 41). [Description reconstructed from diagram].

41

3.115

784 275

Wall — large rocks, Im—1.50m high, 1m wide, peat-
covered. Around ridge; broken up but follows stream/
valley. Surrounding vegetation: heather.

42

1.121

785275

Cleared slipways (running E-W). The northern one is
6.70m X 2.60m, and the southern one 9.50m x 1.90m.
High tide to top — measured at mid-tide point.

43

3.125

785 275

Raised rectangular house (6m NW-SE x 3m SW-NE).
Possible (raised) circular feature (2.10m dia.) built
within. Lazy beds to the W. Vegetation: covered in
bracken.

44

1.116

786 274

Possible slipway (22.30m NW-SE x 10.80m NE-SW),
harbour wall and wharf/boathouse (7.60m NW-SE x
9.30m NE-SW). At western end there is a rectangular
structure of large and medium-sized stones (4.30m
NW-SE x 3.10m NE-SW), possibly remains of a
wharf/jetty or the foundations of a boathouse. The area
of beach to the E of this structure has been cleared, 2
piles of stones marking the site of clearance
cairns/harbour ‘moles’, which might have marked the
channel at high water. Extending to the N and S of
these 2 stone piles are the remains of walls, and other
walls and possible structures (including an oval
structure 2.70m NW-SE) can be seen on the southern
side of the slipway. High tide reaches right up to jetty.
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45a

45b

45¢

45d

45¢

45¢f

45g

3.126

3.132

3.127

3.128

3.129

3.130

3.131

786 275
[7857 2746]

Very large building, 18.30m E-W x 4m N-S. Built of
large stones, walls 0.50m—1m thick. It was thought by
KH and KM to be a church but is probably a
blackhouse. There are opposed entrances towards its
west end and a gap near the east end of the north wall.
There are three N-S partition walls in the western half
of the house. The building appears to be built on a
terrace, partly natural and partly revetted, extending as
an apron 1m—1.50m around its exterior wall.
Vegetation: turf and bracken inside and surrounding.
[This building is visible on the Google Maps satellite
imagery] [see Frigary in Place-names above].

To the E of building 45a, where the ‘apron’ is widest, a
large wall emerges that curves around to the NW until
it reaches the shoreline, and then adjacent to the shore
until almost the end of feature 45e/45c¢ junction.

Broken wall constructed from single stones, one course
high.

Broken wall constructed from single stones, one course
high.

Wall, up to c¢.1m high, turns right angle westwards.

Broken wall constructed of single stones curving
westward.

Broken wall constructed of single stones, curving off
45c.

46

1.135

787 274

Clearance cairn and lazy beds at foot of crag.
Vegetation: fern and turf covering.

47

1.122

787 275

Causeway between peninsula and island. Small and
large boulders, 1m wide, 8.60m long.

48

1.123

787275

Two NW-SE lines of loosely associated stones (5.30m
and 4.10m), possible part of a rectangular structure
4.50m wide. Fallen stones concentrate around the
corners. Vegetation: short grass.

49

1.124

787 275

Lazy beds (running approx. N-S) in fern-covered area
on the main part of the island.

50

1.140

788 273

Possible structure consisting of scattered medium-sized
and small rocks. Some circular and straight patterns can
be discerned in the general scatter. Structure appears to
post-date an earlier phase of lazy bed cultivation and a
woodland episode. Vegetation: mainly turf and bracken
but bramble and wood sorrel also present.

51

1.139

788 273

Modern fence on top of peat-covered wall (width
c.1m). Becomes substantial (recently constructed wall)
on coast; marked on OS map — and visible on Google
Maps satellite imagery.

52

1.136

788 274

Wall (12.40m) blocking short, clear, natural inlet.
Continuation of wall coming down hillside. Possibly
encloses a seaweed-collecting area.

53

1.133

788 275

Rectangular building (6m x 3.90m). Vegetation: short
turf and ferns.

54

1.144

789 276

Two piles of stones 3m apart, possibly clearance cairns
or remains of a structure. Vegetation: turf and bracken.
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55

1.145

789 276

Circular feature (1.50m dia.) formed by small stones.
Other associated stones can be discerned nearby.

56

3. F16 and F15

789 284
[7906 2849 —
southern end]

Stone wall. Its southern extent (F16) is on an S-shaped,
approx. N-S alignment, running from the S side of the
cliff edge. Its northern section (F15), approx. SW-NE,
terminates on the N side of the cliff edge, crosses a
stream and ends in the NE at another cliff face. This
northern section also bifurcates. Runs up to Loch nam
Faoileann.

57

3.F17

789 284

Sunken house platform (5Sm NW-SE x 3m NE-SW).
Picked out in the heather. There appear to be no walls,
just a dip in the ground level. To SE below house
platform, lazy beds cover the whole terrace before steep
slope to sea.

58

3.143

791 275

Loose stones, possible of a simple structure, on a small
promontory. Vegetation: nettles and brambles.

59

1.146

791 278

Loose association of stones, possibly a clearance
episode. Vegetation: turf, bracken and heather.

60

1.5

791 285
[7915 2847]

Stone wall, running approx. NW-SE (grid ref. is at NW
end). Roughly piled rocks ¢.0.60m wide, possibly 2
rows with loose infill. South end of wall meets edge of
an enclosure just to the south and west of a building
(known colloquially as ‘the pub’, because of the local
traditions that this is the site of an inn; see above). This
enclosure has thicker walls (up to 0.70m thick in
places) of more solid construction, with at least 2
(possibly 3) rows of stones. Vegetation (top of wall):
coarse shrubs, bracken, heather, rough grass, foxgloves
near adjoining rocks. Vegetation (in enclosure):
bracken, grasses, thistles, foxgloves [see Arinambane in
Place-names above].

61

3.141

792273

Two oval structures. The western one is ¢.3.90m N-S x
4.40m E-W, with doorway on E side. It has a large
boulder built into the wall on its W side and the wall is
2m thick at the front. There is much debris within the
structure. The less substantial lower structure lies just to
the NE and is also oval, c.4m N-S by 3.50m E-W. It has
smaller walls and fewer stones. Located on a headland
by the coast. Vegetation: foxgloves within structure and
ferns surrounding.

62

1.157

792 279
[7914 2794]

Modern (i.e. 1980s) slipway, 8m long, 1.30m wide, 1m
tall. Servicing peat cutting [the latter visible in Google
Maps satellite imagery].

63

1.8

792 285

Line of stones (wall?) c.4m long, 0.70m wide, by the
side of a stream. Vegetation: rough grass and bracken,
moss. No suitable visible lichens™ [see Arinambane in
Place-names above].
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64

1.18

793 292 —
792 286

[visible on Google

Maps from 7922

2906 to 7923 2865]

Wall — with some stones remaining in places, but only
earth bank in others. Runs from close to Loch an
Dorain south towards Loch Aoineart (see Figures 4.1
and 4.2). There are two adjoining groups of stones,
which may be possible structures [7825 2896].
Vegetation: heather, some rough grass, no lichen.
[Google Maps satellite imagery suggests that this is, in
fact, a combination of two linear features (Figure 4.3).
One of these (A) seems to run first W and then S from
Loch an Dorain, joining (at 7934 2882) another
(unmapped) feature which runs from the westernmost
corner of Loch nam Faoileann towards the complex of
sites at 792 285 (65, 66, below) — these appear to
enclose the area lying between the two lakes. The other
linear feature (B), which appears much straighter, and
more modern, runs in a dog-leg NE from 7923 2863 to
join A at 7927 2888] [see Arinambane in Place-names
above].

65

2.11

792 286

Rectangular building (15m N-S x 7.50m E-W) with
drystone walls 0.75m thick and a doorway at the north
end of the east wall. Circular feature inside near middle
of east wall. No windows visible. Natural bedrock
incorporated into SE corner of house. Vegetation: ferns
and some foxgloves inside and around the building [see
Arinambane in Place-names above]

66

3.12

792 287
[7926 28657]

Building ¢.10m NE-SW x 5.50m NW-SE. Walls
generally of haphazard construction, of rocks that were
not purposely shaped, with slightly curved corners.
Rubble-filled walls, with some stones 1m long. Possible
doorway towards NE end of SE wall. Internal ‘L’
shaped wall 0.70m wide at SW end. Walls/banks run
away from the NE and SW ends. The house is built
within a gap in the long wall 56 [see Arinambane in
Place-names above]

67

2.15

793 285

Lazy beds. Cleared land (roughly rectangular) with
furrows and ridges. Vegetation: mostly grass [see
Arinambane in Place-names above]

68

2.16

793 286

House (4.50m E-W x 4.10m N-S). Plain drystone
walling 0.70m thick with a doorway at the east end of
the south wall. No visible internal structures. Additional
(L-shaped) outside wall, connected(?) to doorway.
Covered in ferns, bracken etc. so difficult to determine
[see Arinambane in Place-names above]

69

1.156

794 279

Cairn, 2m across.

70

1.169

795 264
[7977 2644]

Substantial circular structures that seem to be joined.
The N ring is 3.30m dia. (with a wall 0.80m thick), and
the S one is 2.40m dia. The smaller ring’s entrance is
on the NW. The entrance of the larger ring is blocked
by debris. Height of walls ¢.0.80m. Roughly dressed
stone. On the E side of the rings there is a short curving
wall 3.20m long, and ‘wall’ 71. Surrounded by ferns
and other structures to the S (also sites 71-72) [see
Kirkidale in Place-names above]

71

1.170

795 264
[7977 2644]

Wall, 2.50m wide x 7.40m long, running approx. N-S
on east side of site 70. Covered in turf, it runs to site 72
from a rock outcrop. [This ‘wall’ may, in fact, be a
mound] [see Kirkidale in Place-names above]
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72

1.171 and 1.172

795 264
[7979 2644]

Long, narrow but substantial wall running eastwards for
15.50m from wall/mound 71 (or possibly from E corner
of site 70) then curving northwards for 7.90m and
running westwards for 7.50m, ending in structure

1.172, built into it. 1.172 is an oval arrangement of
stones, 2.90m wide. Surrounding vegetation: abundant
fern growth [see Kirkidale in Place-names above].
[This site was subsequently mapped in detail, and
small-scale excavations carried out — see above 71990
Intensive Survey: Kirkidale and Chapter 17].

73

1.158

795273

Wall under turf — but ambiguous. Starts at grid
reference, runs c. due N for 21.60m. Thin and low,
mostly hidden.

74

1.155

795 278

Slipway (N-S), 7.60m.

75

3.24

795 285

Slipway. Construction of wall to the E of slipway (1m
high, 1.50m wide) appears to be a product of the
clearance of stones from slipway — 2 layers.

71

1.25

795 287
[visible on Google
Maps at 7942 2865]

‘Boat-shaped’ building with stone walls. It is 6.60m N-
S x 5.0m E-W with walls 0.80m—1.20m thick. There is
a possible doorway on the W side. The massive wall
construction probably includes 2 rows of stones with
rubble infill and, at the N end, an in-filled area (2.15m
N-S) that may possibly be a hearth. There is possibly a
second opening at the S end. Vegetation: bracken and
fern, moss-covered stones, a small amount of heather,
foxgloves. Very overgrown [see Portskeig in Place-
names above].

78

1.25
building
41

795 287
[visible on Google
Maps at 7944 2865]

Remains of a stone-built house (13.50m N-S x 6.40m
E-W) lying to the SE of site 77. A ‘regular’ rectangle
with the W wall slightly uneven as it merges with
hillside. The doorway is at the southern end of the E
wall. The walls are thick (1.40m—1.60m), well built
with rocks, firmly set in more than one line but with no
infill. The interior dimensions are 10.50m x 4.30m. A
stone-built feature in the SW corner has a radius of
1.30m. Vegetation: bracken and foxgloves, moss and
grass on stone, lichen 10cm [see Portskeig in Place-
names above].

79

1.25 building 42

795 287

A three-sided stone-walled enclosure 12.60m S of site
77. Its N wall is 4m+, its S wall is 7m and its curving E
wall is 18.15m long. It is of less solid construction than
the other buildings, perhaps of loose stone piling, 0.60—
0.70m wide, tumbled down. There are no definite
internal structures; just loose stones. Vegetation:
bracken, moss and clover, no evident lichens. Fewer
foxgloves — less organic deposits? N.B. There is a lot of
fern to the S of the area surveyed (no extant structures
within this area) [see Portskeig in Place-names above].

80

3.26

795 288

Lazy beds over rising terrain. Generally they avoid
rocky outcrops. In some areas at the top of the hillside
there are lines of eroded peat aligned with the beds,
perhaps indicating soil erosion associated with this
practice of farming.

81

1.27

795 289

Three cairns: 1) roughly circular (7m dia. x 1.50m
high) turf-covered mound, possibly a cairn; 2) to the
north, a turf-covered cairn (8.40m dia. x 1.60m high);
3) to the SSE, a turf-covered cairn (7.40m dia. x 1.80m
high). Vegetation: heather.
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82

1.173

796 264
[7981 2644]

Four-celled house (8.0m NE-SW x 2.10m NW-SE).
Three rectangular cells run NE-SW with a D-shaped
cell attached at the SW corner. Possible doorway in the
SE corner of 1st (northernmost) cell. Length 8m, width
4.70m at SW end, 2.10m at NE end, and height c.1m
(varies). Lots of tumble, possibly hiding other
structures. Site 72 (1.171 and 1.172) lies to the W [see
Kirkidale in Place-names above].

83

1.147

796 275

Semi-circular wall, c.8m long. Single line of medium-
sized stones — seaweed-holding structure? In southern
inlet of Loch an t-Sroim.

84

1.148

796 277

Stone wall, running E for 22.70m and then curving and
running towards the SW for 13.60m. Wall ¢.0.50m
wide and 0.70m high, of medium and large stones.
Possibly a seaweed-holding place.

85

1.154

796 279

2 cairns, ¢.1.50m across.

86

1.174

798 264

Two-celled structure with natural rock incorporated
into it. The W cell is roughly square (2.0m x 2.30m
internally) and the smaller E cell is roughly circular
(1.60m E-W) [see Kirkidale in Place-names above].

87

1.175

798 264

Collection of small and large rocks, 2.50m N-S.
Roughly oval in shape. Possibly natural but may be
tumble from a small structure [see Kirkidale in Place-
names above].

88

1.167

797 268
[7973 2685]

Substantial rectangular house (11.20m N-S x 4.80m E-
W) with much tumbled stonework inside and outside
the building. Large roughly-dressed stones. Wall ¢.1m
wide % 1m high. The doorway, 1m-wide, is towards the
S end of the E wall, and a thickening in the wall at the
mid-point of the W wall may be the remains of a
collapsed chimney. The house’s interior is 9.50m x
3.50m. Abundant ferns inside the structure. [This
structure is visible in Google Map’s satellite imagery].

&9

3.164

797 271

A slipway oriented NW-SE with 2 seaweed-covered
walls, 12m and 15m long, beside clearways of similar
lengths and 2.90m wide. The 1861 census records a
boat builder living at Craigavaig which may explain
why this slipway is so big. (There is a fish trap across
bay, visible as a Im-high, level line of rocks) [see
Craigavaig in Place-names above].

90

3.29

797 285

Lazy beds in bracken. Stones protrude from the edge of
a peat cutting.

91

3.F102

797 285

Stones eroding out of peat, which appear as a wall on
top of bedrock, by the edge of the inlet.

92

3.30/ F103

797 285
[7970 2852]

Slipway, 15m SE-NW, 2m wide at the NW end and 3m
wide at the SE end. Made by clearing rocks. There is a
0.80m-high wall at the east corner.

93

1.31

797 286

Roughly rectangular house (Sm NE-SW x 3m NW-SE)
with rounded corners and a doorway (0.70m wide) at
the southern end of the SE wall. Inside the doorway a
stone is visible on the N side. Few stones remaining,
mostly turf. There is a gully ¢.0.60m wide, around the
N end — was turf removed from here to build the walls?
No other features. Associated building = 94.
Vegetation: rough grass, bracken, heather, moss on
walls. [see also site 103]
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94

2.32

797 286

House (15m NE-SW x 7m NW-SE). Walls are a double
row of large stones with infill of rubble. Two doorways
are at the south end of the long sides. There appears to
be a ‘partition’ at the N end of the building. Inside there
is a mixture of ferns, especially in the area behind the
partition near the NE end. Associated building = 93.
Vegetation: ferns, heather, lichen 10cm dia. [See also
site 103]

95

3.160

798 272

‘Stirrup’-shaped structure. Its long wall (5.80m) is
oriented NE-SW and two curving walls come off either
end to meet at a doorway in the middle of the SE side.
The width of the wall is 0.50m and the maximum size
of the interior is 4m NE-SW x 3.10m SE-NW. The
back wall incorporates the rock face and is filled with
stones to ¢.1m high. It sits on a small promontory
overlooking the bay. Vegetation: abundant fern growth
surrounding.

96

3.161

798 272

D-shaped structure, one course thick, built against a W-
facing rock face. Its interior is 3.90m NW-SE and 3.0m
NE-SW. The doorway faces N.

97

3.162

798 272

Seaweed trap, Sm long, running E-W. On shore
immediately south of site 96.

98

3.163

798 272

Broken causeway of single stones. Between site 97 and
mainland.

99

3.165

798 272

Clearway (E-W), close to sites 95 and 96, on the
opposite side of the island to site 97.

100

1.159

798 273

Causeway between mainland and island; 4.60m long x
2m wide (at widest point).

101

3.149

798 276

Slipway (cleared) with short wall (constructed from
cleared stones) running along N edge of natural inlet.
Possible fish trap.

102

1.151

798 277

Small seaweed-retaining wall, c¢.7m. E-W.

103

3.33/F104

798 286

Two sides of an enclosure (80m E-W x 17.20m N-S
with 0.50m-high peat wall). There is a 1.50m-wide gap
at the S end of the N-S wall for a stream. [Maybe
enclosure associated with sites 93/947]

104

1.178

799 261

Semi-circular bothies built into rock face, under
overhang. Much tumble. About 10m to the W is another
overhang with a lot of fragmentary stone. Vegetation:
nettles.

105

2.57

799 277

Very overgrown wall, or possibly building, with two
walls 5.80m E-W and 4m N-S meeting at the SW
corner. Very vague. Vegetation: bracken, very different
from surrounding vegetation.

106

1.152

799 277

Seaweed-retaining wall, ¢.9m, N-S.

107

1.153

799 278
[7977 2787]

Cleared slipway, 9m. N-S.

108

3.37/ F105

799 285

[7976 2854 at west
end; 7981 2852 at
east]

Turf wall running E-W between two inlets, ¢.59m in
length and 1.70m wide. Possible enclosure towards E
end, c.11m E-W x 17m N-S. [This feature is visible on
Google Maps satellite imagery, and clearly cuts
off/encloses the Rubha Bhailte headland. Note that Gill
MacLean has associated such structures (known as
gearraidh ploc) with the management of cattle —
whether for simple stock management or as part of a
system of corralling associated with the export trade
(see Chapter 18)].
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109

3.34/F106

799 285
[centre at 7996
2852]

Stone-walled enclosure, enclosing area of ground on 3
sides; the shore is on the 4th side. The walls are of
massive construction (1.50m wide) and incorporate
boulders. The S wall is 20m, the W wall is 23m, and the
N wall (NW-SE) is over 23m long. To the NE there is a
valley and an inlet with site 110. [This feature is visible
on Google Maps satellite imagery] [see Rubhalt in
Place-names above].

110

3.38/F107

799 285

Slipway (24.30m NW-SE x 4.50m NE-SW). The inlet
contains two areas cleared of large rocks with a
partition in between. This partition is c.1m wide x
0.90m high, with a number of gaps along its length. The
partition is obscured by seaweed so its construction is
unknown (possibly bedrock). Walls have been
constructed on either side of the area to the SW with
smaller stones to the bottom.

111

1.91

799 286
[visible on Google
Maps at 7996 2858]

Stone house (10.60m ENE-WSW x 5.50m NNW-SSE),
fairly well preserved. Stone walls standing up to ¢.2m
in places. Solid construction, two rows and rubble infill
(0.70m wide). Cement/mortar between features, two
windows and a doorway in front (S) wall. Chimney at S
end of E wall, hearth in centre of W wall. No obvious
internal structures; a large amount of rubble. Some
plaster remaining on internal walls. Stones marking an
area outside the front edge of house (i.e. parallel to S
wall and ¢.1.90m out). This only appears to be along
front edge. Other buildings nearby. Also possible
enclosure adjacent to W wall of building (regular
pattern of stones remaining). Vegetation: many nettles
in and around the building along with dandelions,
thistles and bracken. Lichens up to ¢.12cm. Some rough
grass and foxgloves behind. Area around: irises,
foxgloves, nettles and bracken over a large area. Rocky
hillside behind: some grass and bracken.

112

2.39B

799 289

Wall. Starts at cliff face, orientation = 65° from N.
Width 1m at base. Mostly turf with some stones.
Discontinuous, ¢.51m long. Lower half in heather, also
marked by ferns.

113

1.176

800 265
[7998 2647]

Farmstead complex (recent) of four structures: A is a
pen (3.60m x 3.80m) with a sheep dip in its E doorway;
B is a building [blackhouse] to the SE of A (9.70m N-S
x 4.40m E-W with a doorway on the N side); C is a
square-ish enclosure (internal area 10.80m E-W x 13m
N-S with E and W entrances) with B ‘built into’ its SW
corner; D is a small structure (3.70m x 2.80m) S of
enclosure C’s E entrance (see also sites 114 and 115).
[See Kirkidale in Place-names above; this site was
subsequently mapped in detail and small-scale
excavations carried out — see above /990 Intensive
Survey: Kirkidale and Chapter 17].

114

1.177

800 265
[8000 2646]

Curving enclosure wall, enclosing an area ¢.15m N-S x
12m—15m E-W, to the E of structures C and D of site
113 [see Kirkidale in Place-names above].

115

1.182

800 265
[7999 2648]

Robbed-out structure N of area C of sheep fank (site
113). Longitudinal walls, oriented W-E, apparently
bowed outwards [see Kirkidale in Place-names above;
this site was subsequently excavated — see Chapter 17].
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Survey book
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Grid Reference
(NF)

Description

116

3.41/F108

800 286

Tentative house — right-angled turf wall 1.50m N-S x
2m E-W at the N side of a long E-W wall, 1m wide.
Scatter of stones associated with wall and lazy beds.
Possible lazy beds (very faint) in the vicinity.

117

3.90/F114

800 290

Rock outcrop in bay with large stone on top —
navigation aid?

118

1.180

801 265

Clearance cairn and possible circular structure
constructed along wall 119.

119

1.181

801 265

Substantial wall running W-E to the N of wall 120.

120

1.179

801 266

Substantial wall running N-S to E of sheep pens. Peters
out as slope becomes steeper.

121

1.166

801 272

Small ephemeral structure (4m x 4m) of single stones
set against a N-facing rock face directly above the sea.

122

3.46/F109

801 286

Inlet and slipway (28m N-S x 2m E-W). Glazed base
sherd of pottery (with rivet hole) found on slipway.

123

1.48

801 287

Jetty (10m NW-SE x 3m NE-SW). Sloping area of
cleared rocks, edged by larger rocks which seem to
have been moved from the centre.

124

1.50

801 288

Rough structure (3.70m E-W x 3.60m N-S) whose
shape is delineated by a few stones. Associated ‘lumps
and bumps’ to the E, N and W. Vegetation: structure
partially overgrown with grass and moss. Bracken,
grass, no lichens.

125

4.013

802 282

Small number of dressed stones.

126

4.011

802 283

Small rectangular structure (4.20m N-S x 3.20m E-W).
It consists of many loosely associated stones (large and
small). Possibly fish-smoking facility. Many disturbed
stones NW of this structure.

127

4.012

802 283

Clearway (7.30m N-S x 5.20m E-W) leading out of
bay. Tide to top.

128

4.09

802 284

Stone structure. Two E-W rows (5.50m and 4.30m,
2.60m apart) of small and medium-sized stones, open at
W end but with apparent wall on E side. Sm to the W
there is an oval of small stones, with a small circular
structure (3m dia.) to its W.

129

4.010

802 284

Three-sided structure (3.60m X 3.50m % 3.40m) almost
triangular with an opening at the S end. It is adjacent to
site 128.

130

1.53

802 288

Pile of turf-covered stones (7m X 6m, max. height
3.20m), associated with large rectangular area of ferns
with scattered stones (site 131). Vegetation: heather and
bracken.

131

1.55

802 288

Semi-regular rectangular scatter of stones (4m x 2m).
Possible building partially turfed over. Vegetation:
rough grass and bracken.

132

2.56

802 288

Stone feature. Small, insubstantial, indeterminate shape.
Covered in heather and peat. Very near lazy beds
(bracken covered). Vegetation: heather, bracken.

133

1.57

802 291

Habitation site (?). A boundary wall (over 150m long),
roughly following a stream. Solid and well constructed
— many stones remaining in place. Up to 1m high x 1m
thick. Associated stones and rubble. There is a possible
enclosure on the landward side of the wall and bounded
on almost three sides by the wall, and 5 structures are
marked to the N of the enclosure. Associated (?) lazy
beds. Vegetation: bracken, heather and foxgloves.
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number

Survey book
number

Grid Reference
(NF)

Description

134

4.06

804 281

Slipway oriented NE-SW, with a wall (14.70m long) to
one side, well-constructed with large and small stones,
and with a natural cliff edge on the other side. The
slipway is 8.50m wide at one end and 5.70m at the
other. The head of the slipway leads to a track which
continues to the trap (site 141) on opposite side of
headland.

135

4.05

804 282
[8043 2804]

Possible slipway (20m E-W x 5m N-S), bounded at S
end and sides by large slabs and stones. Its entrance is a
bottleneck. The high tide mark is beyond the stone
slabs at the end of the inlet, c¢. another 5m on.

136

2.59

804 287

Wall (5m long) by sea. Large boulders, roughly piled
with rubble on a 1m-high platform 3m wide with rubble
behind. Wall continues off to left for 12m. On one of
the headlands there are two areas of stones; one is
¢.2.50m long and may be a wall. [Sea-weed storage?]

137

2.63

805 285

Around the coast from site 138 there is a wall leading
from near the house to another slipway ¢.8m—9m long
on one side (well-built) and 11m on the other side.
There are some big boulders and further along there is
another wall complex (to contain seaweed?). Further up
on the land behind there is a (burial?) cairn and some
lazy beds. There is another possible seaweed wall (Sm
long) further along.

138

2.65

805 286

House (10.50m N-S). Well-built stone walls — double
course with rubble infill. Large rocks incorporated. The
doorway is at the S end of the W wall. There is a stone
hearth (?) in the SE corner with nettles growing in it.
Immediately E of the house is a square enclosure (9m x
9m) of stone and turf and there is a stone wall following
the line of the coast behind the house and in front of the
enclosure. Also lazy beds nearby. The house is in a
very prominent position looking out over the sea.
Vegetation: nettles.

139

2.67

805 287

A wall runs along the coast below the path curving
inland for about 4m at the end, near other walls by the
sea. It runs for about 39m up to the back of the bay
where there is a stone-walled rectangular structure
(3.50m N-S x 2m E-W). There are irises, heather and
short grass by a stream leading to the sea. Further out
there are scattered stones of indeterminate arrangement.
On the other side of the stream there is another wall that
is curved and visible for ¢.5m which reappears on the
side just above the stream and follows its course
upstream for at least 20m. On the other side of this is a
band of irises and nettles ¢.6m thick, then a break
before the heather starts. Across from this on the other
side of the inlet is a possible slipway, made of large
rocks laid parallel to the natural rock of the coast

(see Runaclach in Place-names above].

140

1.68

805 286

Structure (2.70m N-S x 2.40m E-W with a circular
depression 1.30m dia. in its N half). Possibly a potato
store or a clearance cairn. Partially collapsed.
Vegetation: heather especially thick.
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141

4.07

806 281

Three stretches of walling (8.50m, 9m and 11m)
forming a wall across an embayment. Constructed from
large boulders and smaller rocks to enclose a large area
(with land to one side). There is a possible structure
built on natural rock in a section of this wall. A
trackway from site 134 leads directly to the land above
this bay.

142

2.69

806 283

Lazy beds and a rectangular enclosure of rocks, on the
island about 30m out. There are various scatters of
stones that may or may not be associated. There may be
a possible house or stone building in the middle
although the shapes are indeterminate (roughly square).
Parallel lines of stones on one side of island.

143

2.66

806 284

An oval setting of stones 1.70m dia., on top of the
promontory. The whole area is covered with small
scatters of rocks around the natural rock on the
headland.

144

2.70

806 284

On the promontory — scatter of grass-covered boulders.

145

2.74

806 286

Rectangular building (4m long) — just a few stones on
the surface, a prod was used to find others.

146

4.01

807 278

Slipway (21.80m N-S x 5.50m E-W) on shore.
Bounded by wall of rocks on S, landward end. There
seems to be another slipway on the S side, behind the
stone line. Measured at low tide. Seaweed comes up to
the line of stones on the S side.

Orientation 040°.

147

2.75

807 284
[8074 2842]

House (8m x 5m) on coast. Its walls are very thick (1m)
and well built. There are two doorways along one side
and a partition wall in the interior. There is a platform
on the right-hand side of the house and a line of rocks
at the top. The walls are of double rows of stones with
rubble infill. Stones in front of the house may be

rubble. In the inlet there are 4 large rocks placed in a
very straight line — possibly a wall.

148

2.76

807 285

Scatter of stones on promontory, in an area of irises.
There are nettles around the stones. Further along from
this is a line of turf-covered stones — very hard to
distinguish any real shape.

149

4.03

808 277

‘Channel’ (43m long on NE-SW axis), natural or
possibly cleared. There is a possible wiggly wall (fish
trap?) on E side of island.

151

4.08

808 279

Lazy beds on island.

152

2.79

808 282

Possible slipway, 13m long on one side and 9m on the
other. Very roughly built — stones piled up on either
side. A wall just above the slipway possibly continues
for another 6m before gradually turning a corner for
another 20m towards the coast.

153

2.80

808 285

Collapsed stone walls and scattered boulders
delineating some sort of rectangular structure, up to 4m
N-S x 3m E-W with a pile of rubble on its S side. Walls
are of solid construction, with at least 2 rows of stones
partially covered in turf. It sits on a natural(?) mound.
Surrounding vegetation: lilies and heather [see High
Town in Place-names above].

154

2.83

809 283

Small bracken-covered mound (possibly artificial).
Max height ¢.2m x ¢.5m dia. Surrounding vegetation:
bracken and heath.
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155

4.02

808 277

Four-walled sub-rectangular structure (4.70m E-W X
2.90m N-S; 100° orientation) formed by small and
medium-sized stones. Its NE end is wider than the other
and it appears to be open-ended. There is a semi-
circular stone feature (c.1.50m dia.) inside its E corner.
Surrounded by outlying individual stones. It lies in an
area cleared of heather, with turf and some bracken
growth.

156

1.144-149

[8081 2805]

Complex of structures.

o Near shore — clusters of partially turfed over rocks,
associated with distinctive changes in vegetation
(pretty flowers, foxgloves, etc.). There are more
rocks further inland, but these are mostly hidden by
bracken. This may be an enclosure, with associated
stone walls.

e Natural bay with several large stones in the middle —
may be a jetty?

e Wall — possibly to contain/store seaweed. ¢.15m long
(maybe more)

e Jetty — c.10m long

e Man-made grass-covered mound on headland. 33m
long x 4m wide. Sheer side going down to the sea.
Flowers and heather.

157

1.138

[7874 2731]

Peat-covered wall joining site 52 on shore. Splits at the
fence and runs up the hillside.

158

1.142

[7920 2723]

Wall extending up to the crest of the slope, possibly to
mark boundary of a trackway. From scarp-face remains
of a stone wall can be seen extending out at right angles
to meet wall coming up. Some of the wall marked as
peat cutting, but small and medium-sized stones until
point near crest of slope.

159

1.150

[7969 2760]

Standing building, comprised of dressed large and
medium stones. Walls are massive in nature, with
internal divisions inside the building. Other walls
extend out from the structure to the N and W. These are
of undressed stone [see Aird Bhuidhe in Place-names
above].

160

1.168

[7973 2685]

Possible wall running uphill (south-westwards) from
behind building 88. Runs behind and parallel with 88
for 14m, then runs SW for ¢.10m.

161

2.35

800 285

House — orientated 60° from N. Rectangular, with
(possible) rounded end. Mixture of stone walling and
turf. Very loose stones, tumbled and scattered. Ground
rises steeply behind. Vegetation: grassy, thistles as well
as foxgloves, bramble.

162

2.71

2.72

2.61

[8064 2847]

[8063 2846]

[8058 2847]

Two causeways running from the promontory on which
144 sits, to the first island. C.5m. long, roughly piled
stones, up to 0.80m wide.

On the first island: roughly rectangular structure (2m x
1.50m); some stone remaining, partially turfed over.
Several other scattered stones in the area. Vegetation:
grass and irises.

On the second island: similar feature to that on first
island. Stone structure (2.50m x 1m), facing out to sea.
Quite haphazard.
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163

2.50

[8111 2750]

Sub-circular structure (2.30 x 2.60m) built against rock-
face in a fault-line gulley. Off N-facing slope.

164

2.51

[8114 2746]

Stone wall (10.30m x ¢.1m) running between two rock-
faces, across the track from fault-line gulley.

165

2.52

2.52a

2.52b

2.52¢

2.52d

[8119 2741]

Series of two small shielings and two more
?shielings/natural enclaves, together with a pile of
limpet shells and a cave. On right-hand floor and rock-
face of gully. Total length 26.50m.

?shieling/natural enclave. Corner cairn of rough-piled
stone, and occasional stones in a circular alignment.

(East of 52a). Roughly circular shieling, with 2 sides
natural rock, 2 sides evenly-piled stones. N-facing
entrance. Narrow passageway (c.0.50m wide x 3m
long) between natural boulders connects 52b and 52c.

(East of 52b). Smallish shell midden in hollow under
natural arch in rock.

(East of 52¢). Circular well-built structure — 2 curved
walls constructed, one natural rock. NW entrance.
Adjacent small circular structure, roughly built with no
apparent entrance. Also several natural niches and
enclaves that could have been adopted for use [see
Hafn, in Place-names above].

166

2.53

[8116 2723]

Square structure (4.20m N-S x 3.30m E-W), possibly 3-
sided with a W-facing entrance. The E side is missing,
but there are a few loose stones. Built against S-facing
rock slope. Loosely piled stones.

167

2.54

[81192717]

Square(ish) structure (5.80m X 4.50m internally),
although with W wall slightly curved. Doorway facing
E. The walls are well-preserved, standing to a height of
¢.0.70m. There is a semi-circular feature (0.50m E-W X
1.0m N-S) built into the SE corner. All the walls are
slightly bowed, but especially the S wall. There seems
to be a later feature built (at a higher level) against the
S wall.

168

2.55

[8083 2757]

Roughly circular structure (3.80m E-W x 4.30m N-S)
with W-facing entrance in small stream valley leading
to the ‘heronry’ [herons nested on the trees in this
valley]. Maybe a hearth against the S wall? To the S,
there is an adjoining small circular cell (2.40m E-W x
3.20m N-S), with a separate W-facing entrance.

170

2.56

2.56a

Semi-circular, E-facing structure, with doorway to the
E. Single line of rocks abutting large natural rock. In a
beautiful spot!

Possible circular feature 30m N of this one.

171

2.58

[8037 2763]

In a large area of bracken vegetation, with a series of
well-defined lazy beds, there is a narrow rectangular
structure constructed from small rocks. About 20m to
the W of this structure there is a dam-like feature,
consisting of one large stone with smaller stones piled
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Map Survey book Grid Reference Description
number number (NF)
172 3.F110-15
3.F110 [7995 2901 — at Wall, well preserved in the hillside section. Seems to
west end] have facing of large stones, with small stones behind. In
sections the wall seems to rest on bedrock [Part of
complex at Allt Volagir]
3.F111 [7996 2900] Within rectangular walled ‘enclosure’ (wall F110) were
some lazy beds and a wall (4m long x 0.20m high)
constructed from well-packed angular blocks
(disappears under the peat).
3.F112 [7997 2899] U-shaped structure (3.70m NE/SW x 2.40m), with
well-constructed wall standing 1.30m high in places.
There are large rounded and flattened stones amongst
smaller angular ones.
3.F113 [7997 2899] [On top of the mound into which F112 is built].
Structure formed of two E-W walls ¢.5.70m long (walls
0.80m thick) apparently open at each end. In the centre
is a stone feature (2.20m E-W x 1.30m N-S). This may
be a hearth, in which case it would take up most of the
interior. It may, in fact, be a smoke house — for
preserving fish? — and therefore associated with the
adjacent slipways.
3 F114 [8010 2897] Rock outcrop in the bay, with large stone on top.
Navigation aid? The bay has several walled features
and a cleared area, creating a slipway.
3.F115 [8011 2899] Complex — slipway with a series of associated walls.
Unusually, the slipway seems to have been cleared of
all stones (rather than just the ‘least effort’ method of
simpler slipways). The series of walls across and beside
the slipway area might have been an attempt to lessen
the effects of rough seas; but some perhaps also to
retain seaweed.
3.F116 [8013 2898] U-shaped structure, with W-facing entrance, 4.50m
long x 3.30m wide, walls 0.90m wide. Possibly similar
to ‘smoke-house’ F113, but no sign of hearth.
173 1988.3 791 283 Three-sided enclosure around a mound
174 1988.4 791 283 Mound (kelp-burning)
175 1988.9 792 285 Section of stone wall
176 1988.10 792 285 Rectangular stone building
177 1988.13 793 284 Fern and heather-covered structure, close to path
178 1988.14 793 284 Stone wall, 38m long
179 1988.17 793 287 Stone-built house
180 1988.19 794 285 Open-ended rectangular enclosure
181 1988.20 794 287 Complex of enclosure walls
182 1988.21 794 287 Stone-built structure, 10m X 5m, with possible
enclosure to the N
183 1988.23 794 288 Wall, ¢.70m long
184 1988.28 797 284 Circular mound, 2m. dia.
185 1988.36 799 285 Slipway and possible wall in inlet
186 1988.40 799 293 Series of structures backing onto rock outcrop
187 1988.42 800 286 Slipway?
188 1988.43 799 288 Stone wall, ¢.13m long
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189 1988.44 801 286 Possible house close to slipway
190 1988.45 801 286 Single course stone wall
191 1988.47 801 286 Slip way, boundary walls and small building
192 1988.49 801 287 Structure on headland near causeway
193 1988.51 802 285 Turf-covered stones scattered on mound
194 1988.52 802 287 Causeway/fish trap 12m long, oriented E-W. Note that
Gill MacLean speculates that this fish trap might have
been associated with the payment of rent (in fish) to the
church (see Chapter 18).
195 1988.54 802 288 Rectangular enclosure/structure, 15m X Sm
196 1988.58 803 287 Open-ended enclosure, facing the sea
197 1988.73 806 286 > Wall, running N for 370m.
802 291 >
799 293
198 1988.81 808 288 Cairn?, 2.50m dia.
199 1988.82 809 282 Mound, possibly a cairn
200 1988.84 810 285 Two possible house platforms
201 1988.85 812 279 Three stone walls forming the sides of a slipway
202 1988.86 813279 Mound, possibly cairn or structure, 1.20m. dia.
203 1988.87 813284 Scattered remains of a cairn?, 3m x 5m oval
204 1988.88 [7977 2874] Wall, stretching north from coast to Loch nam
Faoileann
205 1988.89 797 285 Square enclosure, c.16m X 14m
206 1988.92 801 275 Lazy beds, orientated E-W
207 1988.93 804 276 Small rectangular structure, 4m X 1m, oriented E-W
208 1988.94 804 276 Rectangular stone structure, 6m x 3m, oriented N-S
209 1988.95 807 288 > Stone and turf wall
814 286
210 1988.97 809 277 Wall, 40m long, running from the loch shore to rock
face
211 1988.99 810277 Slipway in small inlet
212 1988.100 811 276 Mound, 4m dia., possibly a cairn
213 1988.101 811 276 Wall of stones leading to loch
214 1988.102 811 278 Lazy beds, E-W orientation, 12m x 12m, sloping down
to the coast
215 1988.103 811278 Small rectangular stone feature S of site 216
216 1988.104 811278 Rectangular, open-ended structure, N-S orientation
217 1988.107 812 275 Stone structure, 15m X 7m, with hearth and internal
partition, with enclosure to the NW.
218 1988.108 812 277 Peat cut to form a squarish feature
219 1988.109 812 278 Squarish feature
220 1988.110 812 279 > Wall 100m from loch
815280
221 1988.111 813 277 Fish-trap and harbour
222 1988.112 813 277 Wall between loch and sea, possible droveway
223 1988.113 814 273 Turfed-over stone building
224 1988.114 814 273 Rectangular turf building, Sm x 3.50m
225 1988.115 814 274 Burial mound?, 14m x 6m
226 1988.116 814 274 Possible turf boat-house, Sm x 3m
227 1988.117 814 274 Short section of N-S wall, 6m long, above boatyard
228 1988.118 814 275 Squarish feature to S of site 231
229 1988.119 814 275 Two groups of lazy beds
230 1988.120 814 276 Possible building, N-S orientation
231 1988.121 814 276 Turf longhouse, doorway on E side, 10m x Sm
232 1988.122 815272 Cluster of stones, 1m dia., on Eilean Sloc Sathaidh
233 1988.123 815274 Stone and turf enclosure
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Map Survey book Grid Reference Description

number number (NF)

234 1988.124 815274 Three-sided enclosure

235 1988.125 815275 Structure, 13m x 5m, N-S

236 1988.126 815275 Circular mound, surrounded by large stones, 7m dia.;
high bracken made it impossible to draw

237 1988.127 815276 Lazy beds (large area)

238 1988.128 815276 Rectangular longhouse 14m x 6m, with modern square
building inside

239 1988.129 815276 Two areas of lazy beds

240 1988.130 815276 Stone and turf rectangular enclosure with doorway on E
side, 6m x 4m

241 1988.131 815277 Rectangular stone structure, 8m x 4.50m, with central
dividing wall

242 1988.132 815277 Turf building

243 1988.133 815278 Wall running N-S at the head of the crag

244 1988.134 816279 Wall, 190m long

245 1988.135 817275 Pile of stones in wood

* We recorded the diameters of lichens (where present) because at that time it was thought that this might give a clue

to the age of the building.

% In some cases | have been able to provide more accurate locations than were recorded at the time.

Acknowledgements

I am more than happy to thank all those who took part in
the survey — including Clare Brown, Adrian Chadwick,
Julie Cutler, the late Kay Harvey, Karen Miller, Sarah
Percival, Sarah Whiteley, Sylvia, Rachel, Andrew Fleming,
John Moreland and Alex Woolf. Apologies to those who
names | have forgotten — I can only plead the passage of
time. The site inventory was typed up from the survey
books by Anna Beck and edited by Mike Parker Pearson.
I benefited very significantly from conversations, and
walks, with Robert Tye and Alex Woolf. My deepest debt
in bringing this report to publication, however, is the late
Gill MacLean —a lady fired by a real passion for the history
and archaeology of South Uist.

Notes

1 The place-name Loch Aoineart has multiple alternative
spellings. The most recent edition of the Ordnance Survey map
uses Loch Aineort but that is not the correct South Uist Gaelic
spelling (pers. comms. from Uist residents, February 2011).
We have chosen the South Uist Gaelic spelling as the primary
version used throughout this volume, in order to privilege
the local Gaelic in the literature; this spelling may well be in
danger of disappearing from use now that both the OS map
and the road signs have imposed a variant spelling. The area
is often referred to in the form Locheynort. See Appendix for
further variant spellings.

2 Note that Ordnance Survey maps from the 19th century
onwards erroneously mark ‘Kirkidale’ as a valley running
northwards to the sea from the head of the valley we know

by that name. Significantly, the 1805 Bald Map attaches the
name Kirkidale to the valley in which we were working.
JM’s note: the spelling used is that of Gill’s manuscript
though this is not always the modern Gaelic spelling as shown
on the 2007 1:25000 Ordnance Survey map. Place-names
have not been Gaelicized since Gill is referring to historical
sources. Refer to the glossary in the Appendix for Gaelic
equivalents.

As noted above, we did endeavour to locate the chronological
markers central to historical specificity and to the creation
of historical narratives. We carried out detailed surveys in
an attempt to find better-dated parallels, we excavated two
sites (see Chapter 17), and we even measured the diameter
of lichens found on the walls of structures hoping to establish
dates through lichenometry.

Alex Woolf (pers. comm.) notes the irony that one of
Napoleon’s generals, MacDonaldo Duke of Taranto, was the
son of Neil MacEachen from South Uist!

See Chapter 17 for evidence of later re-use of the abandoned
house at Kirkidale.
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Survey

5 The chambered cairns of South Uist

Vicki Cummings, Cole Henley and Niall Sharples

In comparison to other areas of Scotland, the chambered
tombs of South Uist have not been the focus of recent
debate. The island has relatively few Neolithic chambered
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Figure 5.1. Site location map of the Neolithic chambered
cairns of South Ulst

cairns (Figure 5.1) and, prior to our survey, they had not
been studied since Henshall’s work in 1972. There has
been little in the way of interpretation of these sites, since
Henshall focused primarily on the classification of the cairns
in relation to the monuments of other parts of Scotland
(Henshall 1972). This lack of interpretative analysis has
been due in part to the limited evidence: prior to this survey
there had been no excavation of any of the cairns on the
island' and many of these cairns have been badly damaged
by later activity. In an attempt to redress this problem this
paper presents the results of a survey of the monuments
of South Uist. In particular, we focus on the landscape
location of the cairns. We look at each cairn in turn, and
try to understand them in terms of both their structure and
topographic setting. We can then begin to create a more
regionally specific understanding of these monuments.

The nature of the chambered cairns on South Uist

In 1972 Henshall described all the diagnostic chambered
cairns of South Uist as part of the ‘Hebridean group’ of
round cairns. These monuments are characteristically
circular in form, defined by a ‘peristalith’ of large upright
kerb stones. At the centre of each cairn is a simple
undifferentiated chamber consisting of large orthostats,
entered by a short passage; the roof would have been
corbelled and sealed by a large capstone. A distinctive
funnel-shaped forecourt is also common, although the
condition of the South Uist sites means that such a feature
is often unclear. Round cairns of this type (Figure 5.2)
appear across the Western Isles.

None of the structural features of the Hebridean
monuments are exceptional. They can be considered as part
of a broader tradition of megalith construction, representing
an indigenous variation of a common idea. However, the
presence of the peristalith, the distinctive shape of the
forecourt and the presence of a large undifferentiated
chamber does differentiate this region from the adjacent
areas of the northern mainland of Scotland. These general
similarities suggest that, despite the absence of radiocarbon
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Figure 5.3. Plans of all of the cairns

dates from the Uist tombs, they are likely to have been
constructed in the Early Neolithic, and were used into the
Late Neolithic.

Four of the cairns on South Uist that Henshall identified
as ‘Hebridean’ cairns exhibit these features. Glac Hukarvat,
Reineval (Reineabhal), Barp Frobost and Loch a’ Bharp
have large round cairns, defined by a peristalith of large
kerb stones with a funnel-shaped forecourt (Figure 5.3).
All have large orthostats within the cairn material which
identify passage and chamber, although at Barp Frobost
these barely protrude above the turfed-over collapse.
Capstones are identifiable at some of these sites, although
most seem to have been deliberately broken and are unlikely
to be in situ. The architecture of each site is distinctive,
although — with the exception of Glac Hukarvat — the
height of cairn material conceals the full size, shape and
positioning of the chamber and passage.

The chambers seem to have been constructed using
large orthostats joined by dry-stone walling. On to these
walls were placed large slabs that overlapped to provide
a corbelled roof sealed by a large capstone. The passages
leading to these chambers appear to be quite short,
particularly in comparison with passage graves elsewhere in
Scotland (e.g. Orkney). The overall layout and architecture
of these sites are therefore quite simple and minimal — they
are elaborate only in terms of their size and the effort that
would have been required to quarry stone for and to erect
such monumental cairns.

Henshall (1972) identified another four ‘unclassified’
cairns, as well as one possible long cairn. The presence
of a long cairn seems unequivocal (Dun Trossary) as does
the presence of two other badly damaged chambered cairns
(Sig More and Leaval), but there is no evidence to support
the identification of the two other cairns (Tigh Cloiche
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and Tota Mhor na Leacaich) as chambered cairns. The
site of Leaval (Cummings and Sharples 1999) is too badly
damaged to permit extensive comment but it is smaller than
other cairns on the island and the orthostats defining the
chamber form an unusually square chamber.

Dun Trossary is the only long cairn on South Uist
though other long cairns are known in the Western Isles,
e.g. Clettraval, which covers an unusual chamber, and
Cairinis (Carinish) and Balnacraig which appear to have
more typical Hebridean chamber forms. Unfortunately
the form of the chamber at Dun Trossary is impossible
to define. Sig More is a circular cairn defined by a now
recumbent peristalith, but with no evidence of a forecourt.
From the outside, it would thus appear to be a Hebridean
cairn. The internal chamber is, however, rather unusual as
transverse slabs are clearly present that define the entrance
to the passage and separate the passage from the chamber.
It is also possible that the chamber is separated into two
distinct spaces. This sub-division of the chamber introduces
a spatial complexity that is unusual on South Uist.

The orientation of the chambers of all the sites is
variable but generally favours the southeast/east. This
conforms to the normal Hebridean pattern (Henshall 1972:
151) and suggests an interest in sunrise rather than sunset.
The exception is the long cairn of Dun Trossary, which
is oriented to the south-southwest. Henshall notes that
the long cairns of the Western Isles have a more varied
orientation than the round cairns (ibid.: 151).

The context of the chambered cairns of South
Uist
The role that the landscape played in the lives of people in
the Neolithic has come to the forefront of debate in recent
years (Bender 1993; Nash 1997; Tilley 1994; 1996; Thomas
1993; Topping 1997). Many archaeologists, heavily
influenced by new geography and anthropology, began to
realize that the landscape was not a passive backdrop to
activity but a vital part of the experience of being-in and
interacting with the world. The main theoretical arguments
regarding the importance of the landscape have been
outlined elsewhere (see, for example, Ashmore and Knapp
1999; Hirsch and O’Hanlon 1995; Ingold 1993; Tilley
1994) and this article will assume that monuments were
carefully and purposefully positioned in the landscape.

The way in which we understand and use the landscape
is dependent on our own social, economic and political
context: the way that we, in the 21st century, experience
the landscape is likely to be very different from how
people might have experienced the landscape in the past
(Rodaway 1994; Tilley 1994). Nevertheless, the landscape
is a crucial and important part of the experience of place.
Although we cannot hope to fully understand the way in
which people in the past viewed the importance of the
landscape, we can at least examine the location of cairns
and attempt to understand how the setting of a site might
have been important.

Before we examine the landscape settings of the cairns,

Figure 5.4. Sig More surrounded by water at high tide

we will first outline the nature of the landscape of South
Uist in the Neolithic. Today one sees an open, treeless
and windswept landscape that consists of three main
environmental ‘zones’: the machair, the blacklands (peaty
moorlands), and the mountains. The climate, vegetation
and soils of South Uist have, however, been subject to
some considerable changes since the Neolithic (Gilbertson
et al. 1996). One of the most dramatic visual changes
relates to the coastline and the machair plain of the west
coast. It is likely that sea levels have risen in relation to
the land throughout the Outer Hebrides (Ritchie 1985) and
the evidence from Sig More (discussed below) supports
this interpretation (Figure 5.4). Any change in sea level is
likely to have had a dramatic effect on the form of South
Uist. A marginal reduction in sea level would join South
Uist to Benbecula and North Uist, and would considerably
increase the extent of the coastal plain along the west and
south coasts of the island.

A related but more complex problem is the position
and importance of the machair plain that now dominates
the west coast. It is still unclear when this plain formed,
although recent research suggests that it was a large
offshore bank that began to move into its present position
in the 4th and 5th millennia BC (see Chapters 2 and 10).
The earliest evidence from South Uist, Benbecula and
North Uist suggests that the present machair was not
occupied until the Beaker period, though at Northton on
Harris (Simpson et al. 2006), Late Neolithic activity is
found associated with the earliest dune formation (see
Chapter 10 for a more detailed discussion). It seems likely,
therefore, that settlements associated with the creation of
the chambered tombs would not have been located on the
machair and it seems likely that the machair plain was still
very unstable in the Early Neolithic.

South Uist has been the focus of an intensive programme
of environmental research (Gilbertson et al. 1996) that
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included a detailed examination of the vegetation history.
Of direct relevance to this paper are 11 pollen cores from
loch and peat sediments in the centre of the island (Bennett
et al. 1990; Brayshay and Edwards 1996; Edwards 1996;
Edwards et al. 1995; Fossitt 1996) and the identification
of macrofossil remains of trees in several peat cuttings
(Fossitt 1996).

The picture presented by these cores is by no means
consistent and probably represents localized processes of
adaptation. Changes were neither uniform nor synchronous:
topography and aspect would have affected the timing, rate
and degree of vegetational change significantly. However,
both the pollen cores and macrofossil wood remains
demonstrate that woodland species, particularly birch and
hazel but also pine, oak and elm, were a feature of early to
mid-Holocene South Uist. Until around 4000 BP (the mid to
late 3rd millennium BC), trees and shrubs would have been
extensive on South Uist although these rarely dominate the
pollen record. The cores and macrofossil remains show that
woodland was certainly a significant feature of the central
and eastern parts of the island until this time.

Most of the pollen cores show an expansion around
4000 BP of heath and water-favouring species, coinciding
with the formation of peat and a gradual reduction in
woodland species. This reduction in woodland is supported
by the macrofossil wood remains, the majority of which
are radiocarbon dated to between 4500 BP and 4000 BP
(Fossitt 1996). The preservation of wood macrofossils
probably indicates the expansion of peat to the detriment
of the existing vegetation. The lithology of some of the
pollen cores also indicates mineralogical changes that
suggest a reduction in woodland (ibid.: 188). After 4000 BP
South Uist would have still featured pockets of woodland
but these would have been restricted to sheltered valleys,
predominantly on the east coast of the island.

The pollen cores and macrofossil remains suggest
that South Uist would have looked very different when
Neolithic communities began to construct chambered
cairns. The relatively homogeneous heather moorlands
that dominate the upland areas of the island today are
misleading — this was once a much more varied and
colourful landscape. Significant areas of woodland would
have been present, particularly on the east coast. It must be
emphasized, however, that there was considerable spatial
variation within the landscape. Trees would have survived
on steep slopes and around the narrow burns and some of
the valleys would have retained woodland much later than
others. There was also much more temporal variation as
the dominant tree species were deciduous and this would
have highlighted seasonal variation in the landscape. Other
plants would also have changed appearance dramatically
throughout the course of the year. It is difficult to predict
the spatial parameters of this variability as we have only
just begun to acquire the details which demonstrate how
important it was. Some of the variety obviously relates to
tangible features such as topography but it is also clear
that less tangible phenomena are important.

The temporal and spatial variations in vegetation are

difficult to relate to chambered cairns because of the
absence of radiocarbon determinations from the cairns and
because environmental analyses have predominantly taken
place in locations some distance from the cairns. The pollen
core from Reineval (Edwards et al. 1995) is the exception
because it derives from a valley containing a monument.
In this core a massive peak of charcoal accumulation
around 6000 BP precedes a dramatic expansion of heath
species, namely heather, which dominates the vegetational
sequence up to the present day. This change in vegetation
is around 2000 years earlier than equivalent changes seen
in other pollen cores from the island. Edwards has argued
that this charcoal peak and associated vegetation changes
may represent Mesolithic activity, probably through
management by fire to control or encourage grazing by
deer (Edwards et al. 1995; Edwards 1996). These findings
are significant because they provide the only evidence for
Mesolithic activity in this region. This possible evidence
for early human activity is in marked contrast with the
other cores from South Uist and suggests that the tomb at
Reineval may be located in this valley because of vegetation
changes caused by hunter-gatherers many hundreds of years
prior to the construction of the cairn.

The variations discussed above would not only have
affected the economic and social exploitation of the South
Uist landscape but would also have influenced considerably
the visual and perceptual impacts of the monuments.
At present the well-preserved cairns stand out as very
noticeable features in the purple/brown heather-covered
moorland. It is unlikely that they would have always
been quite so conspicuous in the varied, partially tree-
covered landscapes of the Neolithic. However, it is very
unlikely that the tree cover would have been dense enough
physically to impede visibility from or to the monuments.
Most of the cairns are situated in elevated areas on hill
slopes and they are often constructed on small knolls to
enhance their prominence. The visual appearance of the
cairns in the Neolithic is also likely to have been quite
different to the grey monuments we see today. The stones
are now covered in lichen and these mask a wide variety
of colours which would have been particularly dramatic
on any freshly quarried stones, such as those used for
peristaliths and revetments.

The position of the cairns in the landscape

The following section examines the actual location of the
sites within the landscape. This is designed as a descriptive
inventory of the landscape settings of the sites, to allow
the reader to imagine the landscapes of South Uist for her/
himself. For each cairn we describe its position in relation
to the main landscape features and we then describe the
views from the entrance of the cairn, the views looking
back towards the entrance and in some cases other views
that we think may be relevant to our understanding of the
cairn’s use. The discussion of the cairns is ordered from
north to south.
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Sig More

This cairn is situated on a small islet off the north coast of
South Uist (Figure 5.4). It lies close to the eastern edge of
the tidal sands that separate South Uist from Benbecula.
Today the cairn is situated on a bedrock ridge that joins
the island to the mainland to the southeast. At high tide the
sea encroaches onto the cairn and only the highest parts
are above water. The coast immediately to the south of the
cairn rises steeply and overlooks the cairn. It is clear that
the sea level has risen since the cairn was constructed in
the Neolithic but it is not clear by how much. It is possible,
indeed likely, that South Uist and Benbecula were originally
one island and that this cairn lay in a location similar to
that at Loch a’ Bharp (see below), at the end of a sea loch
entering the Minch to the east.

Standing in the entrance to the cairn the viewer has
extensive views across the sea and the low islands to the
east and north but quite restricted views to the south (Figure
5.5a). An interesting feature of these views is the presence
of prominent hills marking out almost exactly the cardinal
points to the east, north and south. The passage points east
to a distinctive flat-topped hill on Skye, to the north is the
very distinctive triangular peak of Eaval on North Uist and
the highest peak, Ruabhal, on Benbecula, and to the south
the only feature visible above the beach ridge is the summit
of Hecla which lies almost directly south. Only to the west
behind the cairn are there no distinctive features.

Glac Hukarvat

This cairn is situated in the centre of the island, approx-
imately 70m above sea level and just under 3km from the
coast. It was constructed on a rocky knoll on a fairly steep
hill slope at the end of a small valley. The valley leads
into the southwest corner of Loch Druidibeag, a large
freshwater loch behind the coastal plain. To the southeast
the ground rises steeply to a shoulder between the low hills
of Hatharsal and Na Creagan. Behind this is a relatively
large area of flat upland moor that separates the small hills
of Hatharsal and Na Creagan from the mountain massif of
Beinn Mhor and Hecla.

This cairn is the highest on South Uist and the views
are hence fairly spectacular, although constrained in many
directions (Figure 5.5b). For a viewer standing on the high
ground directly in front of the entrance, the views are
channelled by the valley sides to the northwest. One looks
across the cairn to Loch Druidibeag and the coastal plain.
Beyond is the Atlantic and, on a clear dayj, it is possible to
see St Kilda and the Monachs in the distance. In contrast,
the view from the entrance to the east and south is restricted
to the immediate hillslope. No distant mountains can be
seen in any direction.

As one approaches this cairn from the northwest it is
noticeable that the cairn is invisible until one rises up over
a step in the valley about 400m from the cairn. The cairn
is then dramatically situated on the heather-covered slopes
at the back of the valley, with Hecla immediately behind
the cairn. This cairn is quite unusual as distant views of

the mountains are actually obscured when the viewer is
located at the cairn, whereas they are clearly visible on
approach.

Reineval (Reineabhal)

This well-preserved cairn is situated approximately 30m
above sea level on the north side of a small hill about 3km
from the west coast. The ground to the north drops to a
small loch that fills the floor of a narrow valley between
Reineabhal and Beinn a’ Mhuilinn. This valley provides
access from the west coast into a large triangular area of
flat land, now extremely wet and boggy, in the centre of
the island.

The entrance faces east-southeast and points across the
moorland to Airneabhal and the distant peak of Stulabhal
(Figure 5.5¢). The view to the right is relatively drab, rising
up to the peak of Reineabhal. This is in direct contrast to
the views to the left which are more dramatic, looking
across the valley and to Loch an Ath Ruaidh, Heabhal and
Trinneabhal. The most spectacular views are those to the
northwest, to the sea and the flat coastal plain, but these are
blocked out by the cairn. These views only become visible
over the cairn if one walks away from it up the hill.

Barp Frobost

Barp Frobost lies in the central part of the island, approx-
imately 15m above sea level and approximately 3km from
the west coast. It was built on a rocky outcrop on the north
side of a wide flat valley. The valley is oriented northwest/
southeast and leads from the western coastal plain through
to the east coast at Loch a’ Bharp. As with most other sites
on the island this site is located with flat land to the south
and higher ground to the north.

The views of the landscape from this cairn are unusual
for two reasons: they are more wide-ranging and distant
and there is no major body of water visible (Figure 5.5d).
None of the views are particularly visually restricted,
although the view south is not extensive. To the north the
rocky outcrops of Reineabhal dominate the horizon. To the
right of Reineabhal two hills — Heabhal and Trinneabhal
— frame a distant view of Beinn Mhor. Further right, the
peak of Airneabhal is prominent and behind the ridge of
Criribheinn one can just make out the peak of Stulabhal.
This range of hills is terminated by Aisgerbheinn which
lies directly to the south. From the south round to the north,
the landscape is rather flat and featureless. The view west
is towards the sea but the sea itself is obscured by a low
hill. Only a tiny amount of water is visible from the cairn,
but the low-lying nature of the area suggests that the area
might originally have had a number of small lochs that
have since been filled with peat.

Loch a’ Bharp

This is one of only two cairns on South Uist that is
positioned with reference to the east coast of the island.
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Figure 5.5. Panoramas for: a. Sig More; b. Glac Hukarvat; c. Reineval; d. Barp Frobost

It lies at the southeast end of the valley that runs from the
cairn of Barp Frobost to Loch a’ Bharp. It is situated at
approximately 15m above sea level on a small knoll in the
centre of the valley. The ground drops into stream beds
to the northeast and southwest and into the loch to the
southeast. To the northwest the ground shelves off gradually
away from the cairn. Loch a’ Bharp would originally have
been a sea loch running into Loch Baghasdail but access
to the sea is now blocked by a small dam.

The view from the entrance to the cairn (Figure 5.6a) is
more impressive than at most of the cairns on South Uist.
Standing in the entrance, one looks down the long finger of
Loch a’ Bharp towards the mouth of Loch Baghasdail and
the access to the Minch. To the left one looks across an area
of low undulating terrain to three prominent peaks; Beinn
Ruigh Choinnich, Triuirebheinn and Stulabhal. To the right
the immediate foreground is relatively flat ground but the
distant views are less impressive with only the low profile
of Easabhal particularly prominent. To the south-southwest
it is possible to make out the island of Barra.

Looking towards the entrance from the south, it is
difficult to get any impression of the surrounding landscape
as, unusually for South Uist cairns, the ground rises up to
the cairn entrance. Only from some distance away, from
a boat on Loch a’ Bharp for instance, would it be possible
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to see the cairn framed by the prominent isolated hill of
Aisgerbheinn that lies to the northwest.

Dun Trossary

Dun Trossary is situated in the southern part of the island
approximately 30m above sea level and 2.3km from
the west coast. It sits at the end of a low promontory
projecting west from the base of the scarp of Easabhal, a
long mountain ridge that effectively divides the plain of
the west coast from the hills and valleys of the east coast.
Access between these two areas, south of Loch Baghasdail,
is restricted to the coastal fringe of Loch Baghasdail and
the Sound of Eriskay. Immediately to the north and south of
the ridge of Dun Trossary are low-lying basins containing
substantial lochs (Loch Trosaraidh and Loch nan Capull).
The cairn is situated between flat land to the north, south
and west and the uplands to the east.

The cairn has been deliberately positioned not on the flat
top of the promontory but on a knoll on the northeast slope.
Itis consequently overlooked by higher ground immediately
to the east and has restricted visibility to the south. The most
panoramic views in the vicinity of the cairn are from the
high ground immediately to the southeast. From this point
one can look west over the long cairn to the sea. The tidal
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Figure 5.6. Panoramas for: a. Loch a’ Bharp, b. Dun Trossary, c. Leaval

island of Orasaigh (Orosay) is a prominent feature of the
horizon. To the right one looks over the low-lying ground
around Loch Trosaraidh to the low hill of Caireasbhal.
Behind this are distant views of Beinn Mhor, the largest
mountain in the centre of the island. To the left one looks
over the low-lying ground around Loch nan Capull and Loch
Aiseabhat to the low hill of Layaval. The dominant feature
of the southern horizon is, however, the distant panorama
of the island of Barra. Immediately behind the viewer the
horizon is dominated by the scarp of Easabhal.

We have described the views from the high ground to
the east because it is important to realise that the views
from this tomb are clearly controlled by the location of the
tomb and the architecture of the cairn. This is a long cairn
and it has a very distinctive focus where the entrance is
situated in the middle of a concave facade facing directly
south. Looking south from the entrance (Figure 5.6b) the
most prominent feature is the distant view to Barra. The
siting of the cairn on the north slope of the ridge has not
restricted the view of Barra but has curtailed visual access
to the low-lying ground immediately to the south of the site.
It is also likely that the horns on either side of the forecourt
would have restricted visibility to the coastal plain to the
west of the site and the mountain to the east.

It is difficult to know exactly what the views into the
forecourt would have been like as they depend on how high
the revetments and the body of the cairn originally stood.
However, the ground does rise to the south and it seems
likely that a viewer located here would have had a good
view of the coastal plain and that they would have been
able to see Caireasbhal and the distant views to Beinn Mhor
immediately behind the entrance to the chamber.

Layaval (Leaval, Leac na Ban Ghaillseach)

This site is situated in the southwest corner of the island,
at approximately 15m above sea level and about lkm
from the coast. It was built about three-quarters of the
way up the north slope of a small hill. The hill is isolated
from the much higher ground, Easabhal, to the east and
controls access from the coastal plain of the west coast to
the narrow strip of low-lying land along the south coast.
The hill is particularly rocky with considerable areas of
exposed outcrop and many large boulders.

As with many of the cairns, its position on the side of
the hill restricts the view (Figure 5.6¢) to the south, where
the entrance may be located. From the northwest to the
southwest there are extensive views across the coastal
plain to the sea. Three distant mountains, including Beinn
Mhor and Stulabhal, can be seen to the northeast, over
a near-by loch, Loch Aiseabhat. To the east is Easabhal,
a large hill covered in rocky outcrops. The tidal isle of
Orasaigh is clearly visible to the northwest. This cairn
appears to have been deliberately placed in the landscape
to emphasize certain views and restrict others. If the site
had been placed slightly uphill, the views to the south
would not have been restricted by the immediate rise and
it would be possible to view the island of Barra. If the cairn
were slightly lower, some of the distant mountains to the
north would not be visible and it would be more difficult
to make out the coastline. The location is also ideal for
viewing the long cairn of Dun Trossary to the north, framed
by the dominating presence of Beinn Mhor.
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Figure 5.7. Glac Hukarvat

Approaching the cairns

If the landscape was a crucial part of the experience of
place, then the way in which a cairn was approached
allowed for different landscape settings to be viewed by the
individual actor or body in space. The approach to and from
a site might thus have been crucial in the way in which the
landscape and the cairn itself were experienced. However,
this does not imply that approaches to and from a site were
fixed; it may be the case that different approaches were
used at different times by different people. This would have
created very different experiences of both the landscape
and the monument.

Our understanding of the approaches to a cairn depends
in part on assumptions we make about Neolithic subsistence
strategies. One can imagine essentially two contrasting
views of subsistence which would have an impact on how
individuals approached the cairns. Firstly people might
have led an essentially sedentary lifestyle with permanent
settlement in houses and food production (the old orthodoxy
and advocated by, for example, Schulting [Schulting
1998; Schulting and Richards 2000]). Alternatively people
might have been predominantly mobile with no permanent
settlements and food supplies dependent not just on
domesticated plants and animals but on wild resources such
as fish, shellfish, red deer and nuts and berries (the new
orthodoxy). The latter position assumes a basic continuity
with the Mesolithic population whereas the former position
assumes a significant disruption; the applicability of these
different views has been widely debated in recent years (cf
Thomas 1991; Barclay 1997; Cooney 1997; 2000). Clearly
both positions are extreme and polarize debate around
the ends of a spectrum with many intermediate positions
and Whittle (1997) has outlined some of the variations in
mobility that are possible.

If one accepts that the Neolithic communities on South
Uist were essentially sedentary, then the approach to the
cairns appears fairly clear-cut. The main area of land
suitable for permanent agricultural settlements is the low-

lying land concentrated on the coastal plain on the west
side of the island. Most of the South Uist cairns lie on high
ground immediately inland from this coastal plain (Figure
5.7). This would therefore mean that the monuments were
skylined on approach. A substantial walk uphill would
also have been required to reach each monument and this
supports the idea that sites were set in marginal or liminal
places. Sharples (1985) has argued that such an approach
was taken in approaching the Early Neolithic Orkney cairns
and that this was used to create a deliberate opposition
between a land of the dead and a land of the living. By
placing sites near to the summit of a hill, the view uphill
is restricted, while the view downhill is usually expansive
and this might have been used to open up or close down
the landscape at specific times or for different people. The
cairns would also have been approached by moving east
towards the rising sun. Such an approach would almost
invariably have led the visitor to the orthostatic revetment
at the back of the cairn and the entrance to the chamber
would only have been reached by circling the cairn.?

In contrast, if one assumes that communities were more
mobile, then there is no need to restrict or concentrate
people to the western coastal plain. The coast would have
been a good area for the exploitation of the sea and for
cereal cultivation but the inland and upland areas would also
have been important. They would have provided grazing
for domesticated cattle and sheep as well as red deer. The
woodlands would have provided a range of resources
including nuts and berries. If this was the case, then the
approaches to the cairns become much more difficult to
predict. One could assume activity in the inland and upland
areas as having occurred in the summer months, whereas in
the winter people might have congregated in the lowlands.
The approach to the cairn would have then depended on
the season of use.

This debate must also take into consideration the
function or role of the cairn. Although there is as yet no
direct evidence for human burial on South Uist during the
Neolithic, the excavated cairns of North Uist have revealed
the presence of human bones and it seems likely that human
remains were also deposited in the South Uist monuments.
The number of cairns seems far too limited to assume that
everybody who died was placed in a cairn and it seems
likely, therefore, that only certain people were placed in
these monuments. It is also quite likely that the bodies of
these individuals were held in another location until it was
felt appropriate to place them in the cairn. Therefore the
timing of deposition might have been very important, with
restrictions on certain times in the month or even months
in the year. Similarly it is possible that the approach to a
cairn was not dictated by its relationship to specific features
(such as the location at the time of death) but was related
to more intangible features such as vegetation or locations
with mythological significance derived from ephemeral
historical events.

Although it remains impossible to predict from which
direction people approached an individual cairn, it is
possible to suggest that a variety of approaches were used,
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Figure 5.8. Loch a’Bharp cairn looking over Loch a’ Bharp towards Loch Boisdale

dependent on the time of year, persons involved, ritual
to be carried out and so on. From this starting point, it is
interesting to note how the landscape is opened up or shut
down according to the direction from which the cairn is
approached. In the case of Leaval, for example, it may be
possible to suggest that the cairn was approached from
the flatter land to the west, or from the sea, also to the
west, where a rich variety of resources would be available.
Approaching from this direction, the landscape would
effectively be shut down as the views became more and
more restricted the closer one got to the cairn. Approaching
from the south would have meant that the cairn was not
visible until the last minute. This could have invoked
surprise or perhaps suggests that special knowledge was
required to locate the site. An approach from this angle
would effectively have opened up the landscape as one
would have arrived at the site from above and initially
looked over the monument to the views behind. This could
be said to reveal the person’s place in the world.

Moving either to the site or around the site itself might
have been highly symbolic in its own right, perhaps
representing the status of those involved in the ritual. It has
been suggested that only a few individuals were actually
allowed to partake in ritual activity at a site, while the
majority of people watched. Thus the type of mobility
allowed at a site could have reflected the role each individual
could play: those of a higher status or with a more dominant
role could have moved relatively freely around a site, looking
at all landscape perspectives, while those of a lower status
or with no direct role to play might have been restricted to
one area and only one view. Thus positioning of people in

Figure 5.9. The cairn of Reineval with Loch an Ath Ruaidh
in the background

the landscape and the views they were allowed might have
been related to knowledge, and thus power, to be acquired
and used to further one’s own prestige.

Juxtaposing these different approaches, it seems clear
that the landscape might have been used in different ways,
perhaps on different occasions and for different ritual
practices. It is also possible that the cairn played only a
small part in a series of ritual activities, which might have
involved walking either from or to the cairn and other
less prominent monuments. In this way, the movement
between the sites might have been important and the various
landscapes visible along the route might have evoked a
series of metaphors or represented a series of meanings
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Figure 5.10. Contour plan of Dun Trossary

or reference points, perhaps in a similar way that cursus
monuments might have done later in the Neolithic.

Discussion

One of the most significant features of the distribution of
the cairns is their location in relation to the west coast. All
but two of the cairns are constructed so that they are visible
from the western coastal plain. The cairns also have views
of the coastal plain and would have been easily accessible
from this direction. It seems likely that even without the
machair plain, this was still the most important economic
zone for the Neolithic occupants of South Uist.

This distribution of tombs could be argued to support
the view that the Neolithic occupants of South Uist were
essentially sedentary farmers with ephemeral but essentially
permanent settlement in the coastal plain. However, there
is some evidence to suggest that this is not the case. Firstly
it has to be emphasized that the distribution of cairns down
the western slopes of the island’s mountains is not in any
sense even. Large gaps are present and tombs cluster

together in places. There is no standardized territorial
division of the island, as has been argued to exist on Arran
and Rousay (Renfrew 1976). Clearly this could be due
to differential destruction of certain monuments but our
impression is that this is not the case. Detailed survey of
the landscape south of Loch Aoineart and in the Gleann
Chill Donnain (Kildonan Glen) has failed to identify any
possible tombs.

The location of the tombs on the western slopes of the
mountains is also not designed to maximize the view of
the coast from the tombs. Cairns such as Reineval, Barp
Frobost and Glac Hukarvat are placed in valleys that
constrain the visual access to the coastal plain. If, for
example, the builders of Reineval had wanted to place their
cairn to dominate the coastal plain, it would have required
shifting it by only 350m to the west-facing slopes of the
hill. Likewise, Barp Frobost is specifically placed so that
the views of the coast are blocked by a very low hill.

The blocking of certain views is a recurrent feature of
many of the cairns and may be specifically designed to
make it impossible to see the cairn from certain locations. It
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seems likely that this is creating a visual distinction between
locations suitable for occupation and locations suitable for
the dead. It may also reflect the exclusion of individuals or
groups from the activities being undertaken at the cairn and
therefore a means of controlling knowledge and allocating
power to the groups allowed to visit the cairn.

Another very distinctive feature of the views from the
cairns is the visibility of certain prominent peaks. All the
cairns have views of mountains or peaks. The mountains
of Barra are visible from Loch a’ Bharp, Leaval and
Dun Trossary. Stulabhal, the highest peak between Loch
Aoineart and Loch Baghasdail, is visible from Reineval,
Barp Frobost, Dun Trossary and Leaval. Eaval and Hecla
are visible from Sig More. In most cases, these peaks only
just appear above the landscape horizon and any other
location would frequently result in their disappearance.
The unusual cairn in this case is Glac Hukarvat where no
peaks are visible; however, it does have a distant view of
the peaks of St Kilda.

The irregular spacing of the cairns seems to be specifically
related to certain valleys that are important routes between
different resource areas. This is most clearly demonstrated
by the relationship of the cairns found on the east coast, Sig
More and Loch a’ Bharp. The position of the cairn at Loch
a’ Bharp is very distinctive. It lies facing the head of the
loch that leads into the Minch (Figure 5.8). Access from this
point through to the west coast is provided by a long valley
that leads past the cairn at Barp Frobost.? Sig More lies in a
similar situation but this cannot be fully appreciated today
because the rising sea level has so dramatically altered the
coast line in this area. On the western slopes the cairns at
Reineval (Figure 5.9) and Glac Hukarvat dominate valleys
that lead from the coastal plain to large flat inland basins
and Leaval lies close to the original route from the west
coast to the south coast.

These locations suggest that the cairns are referencing
movements through the landscape. However, the nature of
the relationship is still ambiguous. Do the locations refer
specifically to movement of communities from summer
bases in the hills and winter bases on the western flatlands?
Or do they refer to the movement of young adults — herders
and/or hunters — following animals as they move upwards
in the summer? Some of the locations would have been
ideal for watching the movement of animals as they
moved through bottlenecks in the landscape. They would
also have provided spotting positions for hunting parties.*
Perhaps the cairns referenced the remembered locations
of hunting camps long since abandoned with the advent
of domesticated species. The latter explanation may be
supported by the evidence for a very significant Mesolithic
clearance in the Reineval pollen core.’

Only one cairn is not situated in relation to the movement
through the landscape. This is the long cairn at Dun Trossary.
This monument is positioned on a low promontory that
projects into the coastal plain, an ideal location to visually
dominate the coastal plain for many miles around. Access
to the east coast or the interior of the island is difficult from
this monument. One either has to go south to the coast or

north to Loch Baghasdail. As we have already noted this
is a long-horned cairn with a south-facing forecourt. It is
unique on the island in its morphology and its cosmological
orientation as well as its topographic setting. One feature
is, however, similar to other cairns on the island. It was
carefully located to the north of the crest of the ridge.
This does not impede distant views but it does make the
cairn difficult to see or be seen from the low-lying land
immediately to its south. This cairn probably functioned in
a quite different fashion to all the other cairns on the island,
perhaps acting as a focus for a much larger community or
a much wider range of activities.

Conclusions

The Neolithic chambered cairns of South Uist provide us
with the opportunity to study a small group of monuments
in a small geographical area, but which fit in with the
broader picture of the Neolithic in Britain. Regional
differences and diversities can be fully explored at such a
level of inquiry, while relating back to broader syntheses
of the development of monumentality in the British Isles
as a whole. It is at such a level of inquiry that we are able
to investigate ideas such as the role of the landscape in the
formation and use of a site and it appears to be clear from
the monuments of South Uist that the landscape played a
vital role in both the situation and consequent use of the
sites. The use of the landscape by people in the Neolithic
also helps reveal differences between sites and helps us
to understand diversity as well as similarity with other
Neolithic monuments. In being able to concentrate on
small-scale differences in the landscape settings at sites,
we are able to get one step closer to the experience of
individuals in the Neolithic and perhaps understand the
variety of existence in the past.

Inventory

In 1972 Henshall published the second volume of The
Chambered Cairns of Scotland, which included a detailed
description of all of the cairns found on South Uist. The
inventory presented here is not designed to replace this
work but provides a summary of the main features of the
sites as well as drawing attention to certain features where
our interpretation is slightly different to Henshall’s. All
of the cairns were visited in June 1998 and June 1999 by
VC and CH, and NS has visited all of the cairns either
in June 1997 or 1998. Two of the sites (Dun Trossary
and Loch a’ Bharp) have been subject to detailed survey
and the site at Leaval was also the subject of small-scale
excavation in June 1999 (Cummings and Sharples 1999).
All of Henshall’s plans have been amended to incorporate
our interpretations.

Barp Frobost (Ust 4; NF72SE 3)

The site has been disturbed and is quite badly damaged on
the west and east sides. Some cairn material is visible, but
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the mound is mostly covered in grass. This site seems to be
in much the same state as when Henshall found it.

Henshall (1972: 499) identified eight stones in the
peristalith, but only six of these are now clearly visible.
Other possible kerb stones can be seen around the edge of
the original cairn, but most are heavily overgrown and it is
difficult to tell whether these are in situ kerb stones or part
of the cairn material. The diameter of the cairn, as defined
by the surviving kerb stones, is approximately 25m.

A possible displaced capstone is visible on the top
of the mound, slightly to the east of the centre. The
capstone measures 2.50m by 1.65m. The tops of some
large orthostats are visible in the centre of the mound and
seem to suggest that although much of the cairn has been
robbed, the chamber deposits may survive more or less
intact. From the positioning of these chamber stones it
seems likely that the entrance to the chamber might have
been to the southeast.

Dun Trossary (Ust 17; NF7INE 3)

The site has been heavily damaged by the construction of
an enclosure and associated pens for dipping sheep (Figure
5.10). Fortunately the main features of the monument
appear to have survived in the area to the south and west
of this livestock enclosure. The monument appears to be a
long-horned cairn with a chamber entered from the centre
of the concave facade at the south end.

The southwest corner of the monument is relatively
undamaged and a kerb of nine orthostats runs from the
tip of the southwestern horn for about 22m along the
west side of the cairn. This is then disrupted by the sheep
enclosure but a scarp appears to indicate that the cairn
continues to the north of the enclosure for approximately
4.50m before stopping at a couple of large orthostats. If
these stones mark the original north end of the monument,
they indicate a cairn approximately 65m long. There is
no indication that the east side of the cairn survives at all
and no evidence for the horn on the southeast side of the
entrance forecourt.

The chamber is defined by six stones. Two flat slabs may
indicate the position of the entrance to a passage 1m wide.
Two other slabs continue the line of the west side of the
passage to the north and two orthostats possibly indicate
the line of the east side of the passage. The chamber is
marked by a surface hollow that probably indicates recent
disturbance. Immediately to the east of the putative entrance
is a very large orthostat, 3m high and 1.30m wide. This
stone superficially appears to be part of the fagade but it is
leaning against the cairn at an acute angle and its base does
not appear to be ground-fast. It might have been placed in
this position relatively recently.

The forecourt area has been severely disturbed by the
construction of at least five small structures now visible
as grassed-over hollows. Similar hollows are visible at the
north end of the cairn and to the east and these presumably
represent small shelters constructed in relatively recent
years.

Glac Hukarvat (Ust 19; NF73NE 2)

Despite being one of the most isolated and inaccessible of
the South Uist cairns, this monument has been severely
robbed. At least six buildings have been built into or are
adjacent to the monument. The most substantial of these
structures is located in the forecourt. It is rectangular,
approximately 4m by 2.60m, and might have had an east-
facing entrance. Another well-preserved building lies in the
southern part of the cairn. It is 2.50m square and placed
adjacent to a third structure approximately 1.80m by 2.50m.
They have south- and north-facing entrances respectively.
The fourth structure lies to the west and is only 1.10m
by 0.90m with no obvious entrance. The fifth and sixth
structures are both found to the north of the cairn and are
too badly preserved to define.

A substantial amount of cairn material survives to the
north and west but there is little around the chamber area or
in the forecourt where several kerb stones can be identified.
Henshall (1972: 517) located 14 stones in the peristalith,
but we were able to identify at least 16 stones during our
visit. The majority of the kerb stones were identified on
the west side of the cairn. The kerb stones define a roughly
circular cairn that measures approximately 20m in diameter.
Six upright stones define a funnel-shaped forecourt facing
east. Four of these stones are marked on the original plan
by Henshall but for some reason she did not accept a stone
on the northeast corner as marking the northern end of the
forecourt. There seems no reason not to accept this stone
as it mirrors a very similar stone that marks the southeast
corner. The forecourt is U-shaped, approximately 3.80m
wide where it meets the edge of the cairn. Halfway into the
forecourt two opposing stones indicate it is 2.65m wide.
Two slabs set just in front of the entrance to the passage
are set 0.70m apart.

The passage from the forecourt to the chamber is

Figure 5.11. The excavation of Leaval with core cairn just
appearing around the orthostats
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clearly defined by two longitudinal stones set opposite
one another, again at a distance of 0.70m. The passage
appears to be roughly 2.30m in length but it is difficult to
precisely define the beginning of the passage owing to the
presence of a large stone that may be a displaced lintel.
The chamber is roughly circular, defined by six orthostats
(although Henshall identified eight) and is approximately
4m in diameter. A very prominent orthostat provides a
distinctive backstone to the chamber. Many other large
slabs found in and around the chamber may be collapsed
corbel stones. One large slab in the centre of the chamber
area may be a capstone. Three grooves on the edge of the
capstone suggest it has been broken up during the recent

destruction of the cairn.

Leaval (Layaval, Leac na ban Ghaillseach) (Ust

21; NF7INE 4)
Although badly damaged, this site would appear to be a
genuine Neolithic chambered cairn. The four surviving

Figure 5.12. Loch a’Bharp contour plan.

orthostats, apparently in situ, define a rectangular chamber.
The largest of these stones is 1.50m wide and 1.40m
high. There is no evidence of a capstone or any kerb
stones either in situ or in the surrounding area. However,
Henshall (1972: 520) claims that the name of the cairn
(leac meaning ‘flat slab’) implies that a capstone might
once have been present.

This monument was the subject of small-scale excav-
ation in 1999 in an attempt to reveal additional structural
remains (Cummings and Sharples 1999). A considerable
quantity of cairn material uncovered to the south of the
orthostats seem to be the remains of a core cairn (Figure
5.11). Although there is a large gap between the chamber
stones facing southeast, there was no evidence of a passage
here, suggesting that the monument contained a sealed
chamber of megalithic form. The chamber is surrounded by
a low wall that appears to be the remains of an enclosure.
In addition, a considerable assemblage of worked quartz

and flint was recovered, suggesting that this site might
have been reused in prehistory (ibid.).
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Loch a’ Bharp (Ust 22; NF72SE 2)

This is one of the best preserved cairns on the island,
comparable only to Reineval in quality (Figure 5.12).
Most of the cairn material is still in situ and the chamber
is defined by corbelling that must be several metres above
the floor level. Only on the southern side of the cairn,
where the entrance is situated, has much of the cairn
material been displaced. This destruction is the result of
later settlement activity, although it is difficult to clearly
define any structures. The most likely interpretation of this
area is that it contains the remains of a large roundhouse
which is most probably a wheelhouse. Other structures have
been created in the more recent past both in this forecourt
area and in the main body of the cairn.

A circle of 16 upright peristalith stones can be identified.
Although some kerb stones seem to have been removed, the
surviving peristaliths suggest that this cairn was roughly
circular, 26m in diameter, with a funnel-like forecourt
facing almost directly south. The forecourt is defined by
the presence of three orthostats all situated on the western
side of the entrance; none survive on the eastern side which
makes it hard to define the exact shape of the forecourt.
The largest of the forecourt orthostats stands 1.50m high
and is 0.40m wide at the base.

Approaching the chamber, several large slabs are found
that are clearly not in situ. These stones might have been
fagade stones or are collapsed corbelling from the chamber.
The largest of these is almost 3m long and is situated on
the western side of the chamber. This slab might once
have been an entrance stone to the chamber or perhaps a
lintel. There are then two orthostats that seem to be in situ
and perhaps mark the beginning of the chamber. They are
situated 1.95m apart. The slab to the west is very large
and a height of 1.50m is visible before it disappears into
the cairn material. The stone on the eastern side is mostly
covered in cairn material, so it is difficult to approximate
its height.

The chamber is well preserved; only the capstone and
a few corbelling stones have been removed to expose
the upper part of the corbelled roof. There is no obvious
capstone, but it may be one of the larger stones that lie in
the vicinity of the chamber. Henshall (1972: 520) claims
that a capstone measuring approximately 3m long once
existed at the site but has been removed or displaced since.
Many stones in the chamber area are not in sifu and are
likely to be fallen corbelling. /n situ corbelling is found at
both the western, northern and eastern sides of the chamber
and up to three courses are visible in places. The top row
of these corbel stones projects 0.30m over the row beneath
them. At its widest point the chamber is 3m wide, but it is
undoubtedly wider at the base.

Reineval (Reineabhal; Ust 26; NF72NE 1)

This is one of the best preserved cairns on the island,
comparable only to Loch a’ Bharp. The cairn is about
4m tall at its highest point and is defined by a peristalith
of twelve orthostats. The kerb stones define a roughly

circular monument with a diameter of approximately
20m. Compared to many cairns there has been very little
recent destruction and only seven slight hollows indicate
shepherds’ shelters created in the body of the cairn.

The passage is clearly defined and enters the cairn
from the east-southeast. The first two stones encountered
in the passage are to the north and south and are 0.65m
and 0.80m long respectively. The northern stone is at an
angle to the other in situ stones which may suggest that
the passage joins a shallow forecourt quite different to the
deep funnel-shaped forecourts at Glac Hukarvat and Loch
a’ Bharp. Another transverse stone is then positioned on the
northern side of the passage, although it does not have a
slab opposite. Further into the body of the cairn two stones
on the southern side and one on the northern side indicate
that the passage was approximately 0.80m wide. Two more
slabs are visible on the north side of the passage, just before
a large capstone. The capstone has been reduced in size
but is still 1.55m by 1.40m.

Sig More (Ust 27; NFS4NW 2)

Sig More is a relatively small cairn, with a diameter of
approximately 18m. The edge of the cairn is defined by a
large number of recumbent orthostats and blocks (many
more than are marked on Henshall’s plan) fully exposed
by the sea. The cairn itself survives well on the south side
of the chamber but has been almost completely removed
to the north.

Many of the chamber and kerb stones are visible,
particularly on the north side. The entrance to the chamber
is defined by two upright stones 0.50m apart. Behind this,
two parallel slabs indicate a chamber or passage 1.40m wide.
These are abutted by two more transverse slabs, leaving a
gap of 0.45m through which one enters another chamber.
This is defined by two longitudinal slabs on the north but
only one slab to the south where some possible corbelling
survives. A gap exists between these stones and the next
slab on the north side and its partner on the southern side,
which is even further to the west. In the gap is located a
stone which may be collapsed corbelling that has fallen over
into the chamber. The alignment of the stone on the north
side suggests that the chamber might have been slightly
larger at this end. There is no sign of a back slab.

Uncertain sites

Tigh Cloiche (Ust 32, NF74SE 4)

This site is situated in rough grazing land at approximately
6m above sea level, 2km west-southwest of Sig More and
is a circular ‘cairn’ with a much lower rectangular tail
to the west. The tail appears to consist of three roughly
square buildings now surviving as grassed-over hollows.
The westernmost hollow is 1.20m wide, the next 3m wide
and the last 2.50m square.

The circular mound is 23.60m in overall diameter with
steep sides rising to a relatively flat summit 19.50m in
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diameter. Some exposed stones are visible but it is mostly
overgrown with turf. Two hollows are visible, one in the
centre of the mound with a slab 1m long, and one to the
southwest. The latter clearly indicates the position of a
roughly square building, 1.50m wide, similar to those
in the tail, but that in the centre is too amorphous to be
interpreted.

There is little evidence to support the idea that this site
is a Neolithic chambered cairn. There are no earth-fast
orthostats to indicate the presence of a fagade, forecourt
or a chamber. There are no large slabs of any description
on the site or in its vicinity. Furthermore, the positioning
of this site within the landscape is not at all consistent
with the other cairns on South Uist. It lies in a flat area of
moorland with extensive views in all directions. Most cairns
are positioned on the edge of the uplands, normally on a
hillslope, with views in one direction impeded. This site
remains difficult to classify. The circular mound could be
a Bronze Age cairn or even a wheelhouse. The rectangular
tail is most likely to be more recent temporary shelters.
Only excavation could resolve the issue.

Tota Mhor na Leacaich (Ust 33; NFS8ISW 1)

This site is situated on a rocky outcrop approximately
100m above sea level in rough grazing land. The cairn is
placed about three-quarters of the way up a relatively steep
hillside and has extensive views over the coast, Eriskay
and Barra (see also Chapter 8).

Henshall (1972: 529) described the site as an unclassified
circular cairn that has been badly damaged by 19th-
century settlement clearance. This site might once have
been a chambered cairn but there is no surface evidence
to support this. There is no sign of a capstone and no in
situ orthostats to indicate revetment, passage or chamber.
Although a number of sizeable slabs are present, they have
clearly been moved to create the walls of the 19th-century
dwellings.

The landscape views from this site are undeniably
impressive, and consistent with the other cairns on the
island. The site is situated three-quarters of the way up a
relatively steep hill on what is likely to be a rocky outcrop.
The hills around the site are covered in large rocks and
rocky outcrops. To the north, the views are relatively
restricted, looking further up the hillside on which the cairn
is placed. To the south, there are spectacular views of the
southern coastline and Eriskay, Barra and other smaller
islands in between.

This monument is not so easy to dismiss as Tigh Cloiche.
The site has been substantially disturbed by recent activity
and this might have involved the removal of the principal
structural stones but disturbance at the other cairns has
tended to expose these stones, not remove them. The
location is similar to other sites but not identical. The
slope of the hill is much steeper than normal and the site
is much higher in elevation. Two of us think it is not a
cairn, one of us thinks it might be. Only excavation could
resolve the issue.

NB

All line drawings except Figures 5.5 and 5.6 were drawn
by Henley and digitized by Cummings. Figures 5.5 and 5.6
were drawn and digitized by Cummings. All photographs
were taken by Sharples. This paper first appeared in 2005
in Set in Stone: new approaches to Neolithic monuments
in Scotland (eds V. Cummings and A. Pannett, published
by Oxbow Books).

Notes

1 In 1999 the authors undertook a superficial excavation at the
tomb of Leaval (Layaval, Cummings and Sharples 1999).
There has been a lot more work in North Uist. Erskine
Beveridge appears to have explored Barpa Langais, Clettraval
(Cleitreabhal), Geirisclett, Marrogh and Unival (Uineabhal)
sometime prior to 1911. Unival and Clettraval were then
thoroughly excavated by Sir Lindsay Scott in the 30s and 40s
and the chamber at Geirisclett was re-excavated (Dunwell
1997). Several Neolithic settlements have also been discovered
on North Uist but these all date to the later Neolithic.

2 The movements around the sites might have reflected the
long-term movements of people at a small spatial and temporal
scale. The shape of the tombs could therefore reflect the type
of mobilities that people were engaged in: all but one of the
sites are round, perhaps suggesting that people were involved
in cyclical movements around the landscape, perhaps seasonal
or yearly. However, Dun Trossary is a long cairn perhaps
suggesting a different concept of space. This could also suggest
that two different ideologies of time were in place on South
Uist, one representing the cyclical view of space and time,
and perhaps relating back to the Mesolithic, while another
viewed space and time as linear, perhaps influenced by the
new Neolithic concepts of being-in-the-world.

3 The position is so dramatic that one could think of it as an
ancestral landing place for the first colonists. Presumably such
an event would be mythologized and might be marked by later
generations. Alternatively it could relate to contact with other
communities across the Minch.

4 The practical reasons for siting on rocky outcrops should not
disguise the fact that such outcrops may be symbolic in their
own right: Tilley (1994) suggests that such outcrops might
have been named and Tagon (1991) illustrates the importance
of rocks in the Aboriginal belief system. Cummings (2000;
2001) has even suggested that such outcrops might have been
monuments in their own right that may have a history back
into the Mesolithic.

5 The complete excavation of chambered cairns in recent years
has revealed that they are often situated on occupation sites,
both Mesolithic and Neolithic in date. The most discussed
sites are Hazelton (Saville 1990) and Gwernvale (Britnell
and Savoury 1984) but activity is also known to precede the
construction of Camster Long (Masters 1997) and Tulach of
Assery B (Corcoran 1966) in Caithness.
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