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Tunnelvision 
Her needlepoint face punches into the room. 
Strands of yarn connect empty boxes 
Creating a pattern, a universe in her mind 
Superimposed on a disordered world: 
Funnel-eyes track the moving target, 
Blow it away in one nasal blast. 
Still, a lost butterfly flutters in her breast. 

Mrs. Mathews 
Sun gently cleansing the glass 
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Mayonnaise jars, pregnant with fading flowers, 
On the dusty window sill. 
Smoke from her cigarette 
Squirming around the room 
While she bends her head 
Over the brown-cracked china 
Coffee cups, 
Reflecting a gentle complexion 
Wrung with pain. 
The floor remains unswept 
From memories of he 
(who is gone). 
Solitude unruffled 
Her quiet composition 
And she moaned to the table 
Her despondence 
As the black and white TV 
Squawked, mocking her color dreams. 
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