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To My Sister

Don't you know?
Lives aren't supposed to unfold,
like soft covers around precious gems.

Forget the precious gems.

Your life has texture, the feel

of a wool sweater, reaching out to people
with color and warmth, fit to wear,
suitable to show off.

Why must you unravel it,
piece by piece,

until every string lies
pale and limp

under scrutiny?

This is a package deal.

I'll be waiting.

Amy B. Judge
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