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EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
AN ORAL HISTORY OF JENNY ALBRECHT

SUMMER SESSION
July 16, 1987

PREPARED BY

DOUG FINCH
ALLEN WALTER
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CHAFTER TWO

An oral history with Jenny Albrecht of Natoma, Kansas,
conducted by Doug Finch and Allen Walter on June 28,
1987.

D. Finch: We are here with Jenny Albrecht of Natoma,
Kansas, and I appreciate you letting us come into vour
house and letting us do this oral history report. I
need some personal information from you first. When is
your birthday and where you were you born?

J. Albrecht: June 30, 1897.
0. Finch: Where were you born?

J. Albrecht: On a farm, three and one half miles
northwest of Fairport.

OD. Finch: I see. I would also |ike to know your
schools attended) grade school , high school, and your
college.

J Albrecht: I went to arade school on the farm right
in the district, District 38 in Russell County, and 1
went to Russell High School for four years and
graduated .,

0. Finch: What year did you graduate?
J. Albrecht: 1916,
0. Finch: Did vou go to college aftter that?

J. Albrecht: Welil, I went to summer school for two
summers and I had to teach school in order to do that.

. Finch: BSo you started teaching in 1914 right out of
High School.

J«. Albrecht: Right.

0. Finche OK, then how many years did you teach all
together?

J. Albrecht: 1 taught seven years in the public
scheols and then I taught the rest of it, 16 years, in
my private home.

0. Finch: What school did you teach your seven years
at?



J. Albrecht: The one that is now part of Faradise was
the Green School. Bellview, which is out northeast of
town for two vears. Then I was at the grade school for
a year.

0. Finch: Grade school?

J. Albrecht: Yes, it was Grade School y District 39 in
Ellis County.

0. Finch: 0One more question about you. [Did you ever
as a teacher win any kind of special awards?

J. Albrecht: Oh, I had some things at the county fair
in Russell that took first: some pieces of crafts the
children made.

0. Finch: Do you recall what year that was?

J. Albrecht: ©0Oh, [ believe it was in 1919 that I had
some things at the Russell County fair.

D. Finch: Now we are going to get into some questions
that I have for you over curriculm and the students. I
would like for you to answer these the best you can.
S0, could you explain the basic idea of a one-room
school house back in these times?

J. Albrect: In a one-room school you went through all
the grades if they were taught in that year or in
coming years. If you were assigned 8th grade subjects,
vour ftirst graders |istened to 1t. This started on the
first vyear.

0. Finch: In the school you served what area did it
cover and what district is it now?

J. Albrecht: The three districts that I taught are now
covered by the Natoma School District #39%9.

D. Finch: Do yvou remember when the school you first
started teaching at was built?

J. Albrecht: The +first school I taught at was a sod
school Howuse out there south of Burlington, Colorado.

U. Finch: You do not remember the town, but the school
was made out of sod?

J. Albrecht: It was made out of sod and that was its
last year.



D. Finch: Do you have any idea what the cost of that
sod schoal was?

J. Albrecht: No, because the men plowed the sod with
sod cutters and it was layed up by hand. I don‘t know
what year, because the vear I taught, I think 1t was
it’s last year.

D. Finch: Do you remember any of the school board
members that were in the sod house you taught at?
(Note: Jenny is 70 years old and had some trouble
remembering which school we were talking about.)

J. Albrecht: Well, there was one family that used to
Tive Jjust southwest of Fairport, and that was A. W.
Milford. Another one who lived there was Green, and
let’'s gee, I can’t think of the other one, but there
was one more.

D. Finch: Ok, that’s fine. How many children attended
the school?

J. Albrecht: Sixteen.

. Finch: Did this number fluctuate much from one year
to another or did it stay the same?

J. Albrecht: It just depended. If there was work,
people would move in and out according to their Jjobs.

D. Finch: How did the school that you taught differ
from other schools in the area?” Was there a
significant difference or were they all the same?

J. Albrecht: This was a sod school and it had the one
desk f+or two children. So that was different than 14
Ellis County because they got new desks for that
school .«

D. Finch: What problems did that sod school have?

J. Albrecht: Oh, we carried water.

0. Finch: Anything else?

J. Albrecht: Well, out here at Bellview we took a
bucket, and we took turns at getting our hands washed.
We would pump and then take turns at getting our hands

washed and wiped all on their own.

bO. Finch: Also, I would like to know who hired and
fired the teachers at that time?



J. Albrecht: The school board. There were three
members. They are the .ones that decided and you had to
sign a contract.

0. Finch: Did you have any meeting with the school
board or did they pretty well leave you alone?

J. Albrecht: They left me alone unless 1 wanted
something. [ had to tell them when we were out of
kindl ing for firewood out here at Bellview. I had to
tell them to get me some cobs, and old Mr. Finnesy
said, "Well sure get her some cobs. With that good
lookin’ teacher, I sure don‘t want her to start a fire
without kindling".

. Finch: How did you get vour supplies and texts for
the classroom?

Ja. Albrecht: They had to get their own. They had to
know before school started or else the first day of
school. I I didn‘t have the books, they’d have to go
get some. i

D. Finch: So the kids are responsible for all thier
own books.

J. Albrecht: Yes, their parents furnished the books.

D. Finch: How much money did it take to buy the
suppl ies for the students back then?

J. Albrecht: [1‘d say one of the Big Chief Tablets was
about 25 cents. 1 Jjust don’t remember.

0. Finch: What kind of activities did you have for the
kids?

J. Albrecht: We played baseball, air base, and any
outdoor games that could be played. And if they
couldn’t be played outdoors we played indoor games.

D. Finch: You played a lot of indoor games?

J. Albrecht: Whatever we could get managed in the room
we had.

D. Finch: Was the school used for any other community
actibities?

J. Albrecht: Out there in Colorado they used it for
their community meetings. They had a club, they called



it (pause) 1 can’t remember now what it was called.
Anyway, I have a copy of the home newspapers that we
made . .

D, Finch: What kind of contributions did the community
have to the school? [Did they do anything to really

support you like Parent/Teacher conferences and things
of that nature?

J. Albrecht: Not then.
D. Finch: They didn’t have them back then?

J. Albrecht: They probably went to the superintendent
by the name of Jenny Tressel.

D. Finch: You had a woman superintendent?
J. Albrecht: Yes, thats all I know.

. Finch: Where did the school get the money to
function everyday?

J. Albrecht: We got them from the taxes that were paid
into the county treasury by the residents of the
county.

0. Finch: Do you remember how much 1t cost to educate
a student per year?

J. Albrecht: No, I don‘t know. I don‘t have any
record of that. 1 Just know I started out at #50 a
month. Then I got #$60 a month one year.

0. Finch: So when you started vou were paid #$50. What
was your ending salary?

J. Albrecht: #£120 a month.

D. Finch: #120 a month. What year was that?
J« Albrecht: 1921.

L. Finch: How was your salary determined?

J. Albrecht: By what the school board thought their
taxes could afford.

D, Finch: Eo they went on how much income they had so
they could pay vou.



J. Albrecht: Right.

D. Finch: Did you have any voice in the salary? Did
you demand more money or did they set the amount and
say, "Here, you have to take that much."?

J. Albrecht? Well, they gave a price you could go by
and you could take it or leave it. You had to take it
or you didn’t live.

D. Finch: How often did you get a paycheck?
J. Albrecht: Every month.

D. Finch: Once a month, 1 see. We will get into some
questions about the children. How did most of the
children get to school?

J. Albrecht: They walked. It was out northeast of
town and two beginners and myself rode a horse and
buggy. I lived at their house and took them to school.
That was the two Newton bovs.

D. Fincht: What was the average age the child began
school ?

J. Albrecht: Well, it was 5 and &.

O. Finch: What grade levels did you teach when vou
were teaching back and forth?

J. Albrecht: I taught beginners through what they
called 8 and 9.

D, Finch: Grades B and 2. So you had all of them in
this one school?

J. Albrecht: If there were children for all of them,
ves. Some of them only had 5 or & of the grades.

D. Finch: What happened if you didn’t have any
students eligible for the Sth grade? What did you do
with the kids?

J. Albrecht: Well, if they were ready for 4th grade
they went from 3rd to 4th and had their classes
together.

D. Finch: What type of occupation did most of the
students take up after they got out of school?

J. Albrecht: That, I didn’t keep track of because I












I had to take examinations and they had that for one of
their subjects and I got a 100 on it, so, I guess I
passed . !

0. Finch: When you taught then, how did vou present
the material to youw students®™ Did they do a 1ot of
reading out loud or work together? :

J. Albrecht: We had an out loud reading class. Each
took a turn at reading. There was only one way to
teach the power reading and that was to bring them up
to the front and let them read.

OD. Finch: Did you have any teaching aids or anything
of that nature, like your globe and things like that?

J. Albrecht: We had a yard stick, globe, and a piesce
of chalk.

D. Finch: That was it? Did you have any maps?
J. Albrecht: Some of them had maps and others didn‘t.
D. Finch: Did you have any special education classes

like they have today-for the slower learner or the
faster learner.

J. Albrecht: No, I took care of them right there.

. Finch: What kind of test were given for promotional
purposes to see if they go on?

J. Albrecht: The state sent out guestions for the
superintendent to give you to give to the children.

You took the test for whatever classes you needed. You
took your questions and if there were enough of them
vou would give them out, otherwise you would have to
write them on the board and read them off or they read
them off and they would write the answers on their
paper .

L. Finch: Did the school you taught at have a library?
J. Albrecht: A part of one.

0. Finch: How big was 1it?

Je« Albrecht: I think one had, I forget now, I have
some of the books, 45-50 books. Some of them were

rather old as far as modern reading was concernsd.

D. Finch: What kind of text book did vou use and where
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did they come from?

J« Albrecht: The state sent the requirements and we
had to buy our own books, and the parents furnished
their own books.

D. Fincht Did they send the books to the school and
the parents bought them?

J. Albrecht: Well, they would come to school and 1
told them what they were reguired to get.

D. Finch: Did your school have any graduation
exercises?

J. Albrecht: No. We went to Hays in Ellis County, to
the graduation exercises. That’s where they got their
B8th grade examinations taken care of.

. Finch: What was the atmosphere of the education
program? In the sod house did yvou have problems with
leaks? How was it overall?

J. Albrecht: We had these little kerosene lamps that
vou hang up on a hanger. We didn’t have anything at
night so it wasn’t any problem.

0. Finch: Did you have any other problems besides
that?

J. Albrecht: We carried our own fuel and started our
own fires.

0. Finch: Did you have any special rules for vour kids
that they had to abide by?

J. Albrecht: They had to be on time when we took up
class in the morning.

D. Finch: That was about it?

J. Albrecht: That 1s all you could have. If not, you
didn’t send them home to dinner.

0. Finch: What type of music program was there?
J. Ablrecht: I had my own tune blower (?) that I would
saet the tune for and one side didn’t have anything so I

would use the tune blower and taught them songs.

D. Finch: What about any kind of physical education
for the kids or was that done during recess?
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