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School under the science teacher Don Chegwidden. (An odd twist
is that Jon’s daughter, Joni, also did her student teaching under
Don Chegwidden.) Don was a good teacher who had a style that
the students responded to well. He had a very relaxed, informal
classroom in which he guided the students’ learning. He wasn’t
one to lecture and then sit back and let the students do the
work. He taught by guiding them through the material. Jon
learned a lot from Don as a teacher. As a student teacher, he
was scared to stand in front of the class and teach, but Don
helped him through it all and taught him how to teach. Jon
finished his degree at Fort Hays State in December of 1964. The
classes at college were interesting and necessary and helped
him understand the subject matter, but they didn’t teach him
how to teach the students. That was something that would only
come with getting a job and becoming a teacher in a classroom.
Because it was the middle of the school year, there were
only two job openings for science teachers. One was at a
Newton Middle School and the other was at Rexford High School
in Rexford, Kansas. Jon already knew that he didn’t want to
teach junior high students so he applied solely for the position

at Rexford. He went out to interview and was offered the
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