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the Commissioner of Education in Nebraska, was superintendent then. Dr.
Christiansen and the elementary school principal, Kenny Rogers, decided to nominate
Amos for Kansas Teacher of the Year. At that time the C.T.A., which is Colby
Teachers' Association, had also nominated Amos. She was asked to write her
philosophy of teaching in five or six sentences and to provide some background
information about herself. Amos said she provided these criteria and then forgot about
the nomination until Dr. Christiansen called her and said Warren Bell from the state
department was in Colby and wanted to talk with her because he had something to tell
her. Warren Bell made a point of going on site to name the Kansas Teacher of the
Year. Amos said she was “very pregnant” at the time and that she remembered Bell
saying they hadn’t had a pregnant teacher of the year before. He wondered if she
would be able to travel to Topeka to accept her award in November. Since her first
child had come early, Amos told Bell that she would be able to make the trip because
she was sure the child would be born by then. As it turned out, Amos accepted the
award via telephone because she was in the hospital with her new-born daughter.

At that time, Amos still did not know too much about the Kansas Teacher of the
Year award, but she was very honored that she had been nominated. One of the
things that happened after she received the award was that she got to speak to the
legislature at the capitol in Topeka. She did this in the spring of 1984, and she got to
meet the other Kansas finalists. That year, she began giving workshops, speeches,
and commencement addresses throughout the state of Kansas. Because she was
nursing her infant daughter, she was provided with child care for the baby while she
attended these functions. Amos had given workshops before this as a member of
I.P.D. (Instructional Professional Development) , a committee of the Kansas National
Education Association. (This committee is now called Instructional Advocacy.) The

award gave Amos the opportunity to give a variety of workshops across the state of
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