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INTERVIEW

"This is an interview with Mrs. Passell.”
"When did you go to achool?"

"You mean grade school?"
"Yea, grade school.”

"Well, I was born 1n 1908 and six years after that would be
1914, wouldn't 1it? T started in the first grade.,"

"Okay. What time did school start and end?"
"It started at 9:00 o'clock and ended at 4:00,"
"4: 00, What did you do during recess and noon hour?”

"Well, at recess we went out and played games, if it was--
the weather was decent we'd go outside and if not we played
indoor games. Different games like, oh, we sometimes played
Blackman they called it. We had s base and run through and
somebody was It and they would catch you. Various other
games. In the winter, we would play Fox and Geege in the
snow.

"What did you bring for lunch?”

"Well, sandwiches, & apple and that's about all. We had
water., There was a---some of the schools where I went they
had a pump, & well, which pumped the water. Otherwise,
the teacher would either bring it or they'd have to go %o
a neighbors and get water, Every student had a cup and
they had a dipper in the pail and we drank out of that."

"How did you find out that you were not having school that
day? Like if the weather was toc bad or--"

"Well, I guess I don't really know., We just didn't go 1if
the weather was too bad, I guess, Although, sometlmes
there'd be a teacher would stay et one of the parents., We
had some--we had telephones sometimes, GSometimes we didn't.
I can remember when my parents didn't have a telephone but
we a---J guess they would come notify you."

"How long 4id your school year run?”

"Eight months most of the time in the county schools to start
later it was nine months.”
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"What rewards for grades and attendance did you get from the
teacher and parents?”

"Well, our grades were mostly on the percentage basis like

85%, 904, like that, and awards I don't know that we got any
awards for attendance or anything like thet, We did have-~~
we got at the end of school we slwayse got a little booklet.

It had the teachers plcture and the names of all the students.
There's one in here. An envelope of things here. There's

the teacher's pleture. That'a what we got as a souvenir at
the close of school and here's another one. I took that
picture off of this one and sent it to my grandsons cause

they had never heard of a country school either.”

"What punishments were you given? If, any?"

"Oh, stay in after school or stay in at recess wasz the main
one I think, Once in awhile they'd get a peddling I guess.
I never d4i4d."

"let's see. What tricks did you pull on the teacher? Again,
17 any?"

"I don't think very many. Not that I remember., Moat of the
time we had pretty good teachers. We didn't get by with
very much,"”

"What were the first subjects and the dailly routine?"

"Well, let's sce, we'd have some kind of opening exercises,
Sometimes she'd read & book, be resding a story to us, so
much each day and then we'd have our reading and mathf
English and spelling, geogrephy. We had agriculture.’

"What 4id you do in agriculture, Just?”

"Oh, it was just the study of different farm animals snd a
crops and that, Most of us, who went to a country school,
lived on a farm."

"Yea., D1d you have any special duties at school?"

"Well, yes we did. We had certain ones of us would do certain
things. Maybe help with the cleaning and 1ike that."

"What special things do you remember about the teachers?”
"Well, you were really pretty close to your teacher because
there weren't too many in the school when I went and I never
remember any that I didn't like."

"Pretty strict?”

"Yes, they were."
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"What fun things did you do?"

"Well, Just the games mostly. Indoor and outdoor games. Oh,
we had spelling bees sometimes on Friday afterncons. We'd
have spelling bees and geography matches. Question box was
another thing we'd have.”

"A what?"
YA question box."
1§ Qh . ki1

"We'd each put in-.wrote questions, you know, so many and put
them In a box and then we'd draw them out and esch had a turn
to answer those guestions.”

"Oh, that sounds like fun. Okay, now thils 1s going on to a
teacher. What years did you teach?”

"Well, I started in 1927 and I taught eight years, 34, 1934."
{Should be 1935)

"Okay. What was your pay?”

"Well, I started out at $85 a month and the«.I the.. last year
I taught I got $75. The Depression came along and they kept
cutting our wages, The highest I got as a rurel teacher was
$100 &2 month."

"How did you start ocut the day?"

"Well, Jjust pretty much like I did when I-=)ike I did when I
wae In school. We had opening exerclses. We had your
lessons., We did our assignments and subjects like reading,
math, geography, spelling, English, those subjects., We had
to do a program.”

“"Do you remember what order you taught the subjects or?"

“Well, I usually had reading first and then math, then spel-
ling was uesually at the end of the day pretty mich and the
other subjects in the middle of the day after lunch,"

"What kind of punishments did you dole out?”

"Well, T Just never did have to punish to much. I always kept
8 pretty strict room to start with but 1f I had to 1 kept
them In., Staying in mostly. That's what they disliked the
most was to stay in and the rest went out to play.”

"How did you get your pay checks?"
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"Well, we had a board of education and one wes the--there
was a clerk and treasurer and the clerk, they'd make out
an order and give it to the treasurer and then they'd bring
it to school or send it with a student.,"

"How often did you meet with the school board?"

"Not very often.”
"How di1d you get your school supplies?"

"Well, they furnished certain things, the school board did.
Some things there were. Some things we wanted that they
didn't that I bought myself out of my meager salary.”

"Okay. How much schooling did you have in order to teach?
Now that was, you went straight from--"

"Grade school eight grades and four years of high school to
start, when I started.”

"Okay, and where did you stay while you were teaching?"

"You boarded with one of the families in the district, You
paild about $20 s month for board and room out of your salary
80 you can see how much you had left.”

"Not much. Okay, let's see, describe the school day includ-
ing curriculum and how did the regular day for the student
fit into the school day? 1 suppose like with thelr farming
or work at home or whatever,”

"Well, most of the students before my time, probably some of
them, had to stay out and work on the farm but we didn't not
any of my puplla did. They went to school all day. If they
d1d any work, they dld it after school at home or chores and
things like that. None of them stayed out of school to work
that I ever had at school.”

"Can you describe the school day like when you went for lunch
and how long you took and--"

"Well, we didn't go anywhere we stayed in the schoolhouse and
ate our lunch and brought a our dinner pail or sack. Most
of them hed dinner pails and sat down and ate our lunch and

then we'd g0 out and play. I usually played with the students,

went cut to play with them because you had less problems 1if
you were out there with them.”

"How long did they get for recess?”

"Well, 15 minutes for recess but we had an hour for lunch and
we'd have about a half hour to play games.”
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"Can you describe types of teachers and their teaching ways
or habits?"

"Well, I can do that better when I was a County Superintendent
probably. Some of them had good dlsclipline and some dildn't.
They didn't seem to know how to. The secret to that was to
keep them resal busy. You have to work hard yourself. As hard
or harder than they d¢ generally."

"Then they don't have time to misbehave.”

"Don't have time no. They'd get interested. We played geog-
raphy games and we played multiplicetion games and spelling
games and I use to drill them a lot on. I said I dildn't learn
my combinationg and my multiplication tables Just sutomatically
fast, until I taught them cause I went over them so many tlmes
that they became and slways have since been autometic with me.”

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

"What kind of textbooks did you use?”

"Well, the state had approved a list of textbooks and we got
them, our textbooks, through the County Superintendent's
office, thet Institute and 1f I remember I think the town
bought those books."

"How did you study?”

"Well, in rural school you have not too many in each class and
you have all elght grades in one room see and the problem

is to get all the classes in. You have quite a bit of~~-you
don't have much time to for individual help cause you have

to have 90 many classes and your classes won't last sometimes
over like 15 minutes and then you have to assign a lesson

for the next day and then they can spend that time gettling
that ready. Thaet's the big problem 1is to get all of your
clasges in in a day."

"Did you cover much area in each clags?”

"Well, we had a course of study from the State Department
of Education that we had to complete in & year. During
the year you had in there each subject you had to do and
whaet you were to do each week and each month. You vere
suppoee to have that finished by the end of the year."

"Wwas the school house used for community soclal sctivities,
as well as for the education?”

"Yes it was. It had, oh, dinners, school dinners. We had
programs, We used to have a progranm &t Christmas time and
in the spring. We'd have a program before the lsst day of
gschool and sometimes in between. We'd put on the program.
The teacher and the students. Mostly the students but the
teacher got it ready, you know. They learned little plays.
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They were like, we called them dlaslogues. 5ing songs. We
sang. Some teachere could play. There were organs in the
gchool, old organs, that you pumped and some of them could
play and some couldn't., If you couldn't, why you sang
without 1t or used a record. I had some records. We'd
have a, oh, & parents would come to the Christmas program
and we'd have a Christmas tree and gift exchange. We drew
nemes for our Christmas gifta.”

"The teacher 4id too?"
"Well, no."
"Just the students.”

"The studengs. They usually each gave the teacher something,
genersally.

"What were the boundaries of the schools jurisdiction and how
were they set in the beginning?"

"Well, they were divided up into districts by the state and
each district had so many quarters of land In thelr dlstrict.
At one time, there were 95 rural school districts in Thomas
County at one time and then later on they consolldated with
the town schools, That's how 1t was decided then by the
legislature.”

"Did the boundaries change throughout the achools existence?”
"Not very much. The only time was when they got ready and
they wanted to go in with the town school. They'd consoli-

date but they had to vote on that. They voted it in and
then they would be attached to the urban district.”

"So thies was meinly due to increased population?”

| w& 1 1_ _n

"Or other reasons?"

"Probably Jjust other reasons. They wanted more advantages
that a larger school could give them. Such as a better
curriculum perhaps and more a like music and different
advantages in athletics that they couldn’t get ocut in the
country."

"What was the usual age & child began school?"

"Well, six years mostly six years old. Sometimes they started
at five, They didn't have kindergarten, of course., We Just
started in the first grade but six years."”

"What wag the length of the school year and the tchool day?"
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"Well, let's see, from 9:00 o'clock t1ll 4:00 was the day.
We had eight months, four weeks of each, Then they got

go some of the rural schools had nine months later on. I
know the one where I taught one of them did, They voted to
have nine months, They were always short of money =o they
didn't want nine months.,”

"Was the school for all children or only for the landowners
and taxpayers?”

"No, it was for all children,”

"If all children came to school, how were the children of
transit workers treated?"

"Well, in this aree there were not many transit workers but
aome of them, llke people that worked for somecne else,
they'd be treated Just the same.”

"How was the school financed?"
"By taxes.”

"How were teachers expected to conduct themselves in the
community?"

"Well, pretty moderately. You didn't-- Of course, there
weren't too many thinge to do to get Into too much, night-
life or anything llke that, T know I didn't. GStayed at my
boarding plaece and worked on my school work.”

"What were some of the teachers extra-currlcular activities?”
"Rural teachers?"
"Yes,"

"Oh, you'd g0 to church in the community where you taught.
Sometimee they had-- You were invited to the other parents
home, students homes, to stay overnight., That's about all.
We had literary. Some schools did, That's & gathering of--
They had & program and they'd have debates. We use to go
to those. Ciphering. Do you know what ciphering is?"

"Yea, I think so."”
D14 you have a problem with teacher turnovers?”

“"Well, not too much, There were lots of teachers and you
were lucky 1f you got & school., When I graduated from hlgh
school, there were lots of teachers. Many teachers who
didn't get schools. I was lucky I had three that I could
have had my first year. I was known in the community.  So
you usuelly stayed several years in each district. I hed
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taught three schools 1In elght years so I stayed quite &~
while in each school."

"What were the main reasons for changing schools?"

"Well, sometimes you could get a little more money and you
Just gaybe could be closer to your home or something like
that.

"Who governed the school?”

"Well, I guess the school board would if there was any gov-
erning, 1f that was necessary. I never did, 7T governed
1t mygelf."

"Who hired and fired the teachers?"

"The school board hired them and they would fire them if they,
if it was necessary., Of course, the County Superintendent
was suppose to supervise the school. They came to visit once
a8 year at least and maybe more and 1f there was any trouble,
you could go to the County Superintendent. The school board
could. And that's how it really geoes with governing.”

"Okayﬁ What were some of the physical problems of the build-
ing?

"Well, the heating. Of course, we didn't have electric lights,
you know, If we had & program or anything, we just had {o
use~-There were lamps In some of them and there wasn't any-

thing on the floors, Jjust the bare floor., Board floor.
We had to do our own Jjenitor work."

"Like the cleaning up and the upkeep?"

"Yes, Sometimes the students would help you after school, if
they were staying waiting for thelr parents to come after
them or something, why they'd help clean up.”

"What special events happened at the school?”

"Oh, mostly Jjust your programs that you would have, like with
studenta and the parents would come, dinners, church, school
dinners would be about all there was.”

"When wes the schoolhouse built? One of them that you taught
in. Do you remember?”

"Say, I don't know."
"Do you know by whom it wasz built?"

HNOO H
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"What materlals were used to build it with? What was it
made out of, the building?"

"Just lumber.”

"Let'as see, did mnyone else own the schoolhouse? Like some-
times, you know, they would use them. It may have been a
families before or something and they just converted it or
were they all built special?”

"Most of them I think were bullt special."

"Did more than one teacher work at the school?"

"Not as & rule. One room schoolhouses is what it waas called,
One teacher, There were a few that had two but generally Juat
one teacher."

"Wae a principsl used along with the teacher? Ever?"

"Not in the rural school. No. Just the County Superintendent
over the rural schools.”

"Who employed the teacher?”

"Oh, the school board., You'd made application to the school
board for the position and they hired you."

"Was the schoolhouse used only for teaching?”

"Well, the ones where I taught were mostly used for teaching.
In some cases, they did have, In the early deys I think,
they had church in some of the schoolhouses but that was
before my time,"

"What were the ages of the children uaually who attended
school? S5ix to what were the older ones?”

"Oh, around 14,"

"What teaching methods were used?"

"Well, you learned those methods in your courses that you took
in high school., You took methods and management. You
learned your methods you used to teach different subjects.”

"Wag memorization used a lot?"

"Well, quite a bit in some things but not any more than they
do now, I don't think."

"Did you use slates or--"

"We had blackboards and we had some slates, yes,"
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"Much pencil and paper?”

"Pencils and paper. They had teblets. You know what they
call tablets.”

"What are the typical activities for a school day?"
"Well, your classes and then Jjust a recreation games."

"What 1s the greatest distance traveled by any student and
what waes the mode of transportation?”

"Well, about the greatest distance would be, oh, probably
three miles, not more than five, 1if there was that much.
Some of them rode horsee to school and some of them thelr
parents brought them and lots of them walked. The greater
majority would walk to school,"

"What teaching alds were made avallable?"

"Oh, from the County Superintendent’'s office. From their
supplies you got some different teaching saids, Notebooks,
they brought notebooks too, the students. Out of the books
it was pretty much up to the teacher to figure out the
teaching aids that they wanted to usge.”

"what system of evaluation was used?”

"Grading?" Oh, they graded mostly by percentage., They didn't
use like A-B-C like they do now too much.”

"What were the amount of different classes given at one time?"

"Oh, let's see, the First grade wouldn't have too many
classes but I need to figure a little., That's in a day you
mean? The amount of classes In a day?"

"Yea,"
"Oh, it would be &hout 20 or 40 classes at that time in a day."
"What type of heating was used?”

"Stoves that burned coal. They started them out with cobs
to start the fire, corn cobs. There was always a big plle
of corn cobe in the bin in the room where your-fuel room.
You had a rcoom bullt on usually and then you'd have to get
out and bring in the coal and the cobs the night before so
you could start the filre and you had to get to school to
start the fire,"

"Well, what type of lighting?"
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"Well, in the daytime, of course, we didn't need any and we
didn't have classes at night so we just didn't have any.
They had coal oll lamps aveilable for like programs."

"And toilets?"
"Outdoor toilets.,"
"How d1d the school get ite water?"

"Either from & well on the school grounds or from a place
close by or the teacher would bring it from the place where
she stayed, If she had a car or a horse and buggy, to get
there. A lot of schools had a well and a pump.’

"Did the community raise money for equipment, ever?"

"Well, I don't remember that any of mine 4id but the school
board they just bought it with the money they had.,"

"What was the size of the school's library?”

"Oh, I don't know, I'd expect we'd have a--we had & set of
encyclopedias usually and some other boocks. There was a
county library at the County Superintendent'e offlce where
you could go in and check out books, Teachers could, That
was established., They had quite a few books there but at
school I'd say they might have 25 or 30 books.,"

"Did any activities ever take place between two schools?”

"Yes, We used to have track meets together, two schools
together., In the spring, we'd have a track meet and zome-
times I think schools went together on programs, if they
were close enough. But the main thing I can remember was
our track meetg we had. Then we had & track meet in town,
A county track meet too with all the schools in the county.’

]

"Did they give ribbons or--"
"They haed ribbons, yes."
"How were real discipline problems handled, if you had one?"

"Well, I suppose sometimes the school board would be brought
in on it, expect that would be or you'd talk to the parents.
The parents helped and sometimes the County Superintendent,
you'd refer to them. I never dld have to.”

"Are there any traditions that are peculiar to your particular
schoolhousge?'

"No. I suppose the people in the district might be able to
supply you with some llke who had bullt the schoolhouse or-

They &1l had 2 name,"
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"What was the name of yours?"

"Well, I taught at Mount 0Olive, that's District Number 16,
I tsught at Center, south of Colby, 40, District 40, and I
taught 2t East View, which wag District 55."

"Were they all around this asrea or the Colby area?"

"well, in the Colby area.”

"Or county?"

kL] County . 1

"Describe the curriculum of the common school and how 1t
changed through the years of the schools existence.”

"Well, there were more subjects added and newer ones. Some-
times they consolidated several llike their geography and
agriculture and some of those subjects and called it soclal
studies., Social studies called it.”

"Just lumped it together?"

"Yes . i

"How did the female teachers handle discipline problems as
compared to the male teachers?”

"Well, as far as I'm concerned, Just as well as they did.

I don't think that there wae ever a dlscipline problem that
I didn't, wasn't able to hendle but I didn't let it develop
into one. That's the secret.”

"Were there very many male teachers in this area?”

"There were some. There were probably, oh, maybe eight or
ten in the county.”

"How did the people decide on that location for the school?”

"1 really don't know how they decided on that,"

"Was 1t a part of & public school system?"

"Well, they took the land out of probably the closest to the
middle of the district, I'd say close, clogsest to all there.
I know we had an acre, acre of land.”

"How did this school differ from others in this area?”

"They were all about the same. The rural schools were.”

"What was the outstanding feature of your school?"
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"I taught at several and they were all different. One had
more girls than boys and some I don't know Just what you'd
say was the outstanding feature."

"Did the school have any particular problems?”
"Not generally, no.”

"Was there any signifi%anee in the school name? Like the
different names you-<~’

"Oh, I don't know how they decided on that. East View faced
the east and Center might have been In the center of the
district. Now one particular problem rmight be that we
didn't hgve enough time for classes. That was the hardest,
I'd say.

"Was there any physical changes to the schoolhouse during the
years of usze?”

"Well, yes. Sometimes we made repairs, painted and fixed
different things that they needed to fix. Oh, they maybe
had to buy & new stove or something like that. One funny
thing I remembey was at this one school, We were all
sitting up at the recitatlon bench. Of course, you called
your students up for class to the recltation bench up in
front and we were sitting there because getting warm before
school called and one of the boys was playing his mouth
harp, dancing a Jig. That was before school started and
the stove plpe fell down. We dildn't have it fixed very well.
We had & roaring fire and we had to get a bucket of water
and throw--put out the fire and send one of the students
over to my bosrding place., It was the closest to cell the
school board and they came to put the stove plpe back up.
We went on with school."

"Went on with school, gee."

"That's the funny thing that happened.”
"About how many students went to the school?”
"Well, you had around, oh, ten to itwentiy.”
"What was the general--"

"Oh, an average of fifteen.”

"When did the school open and close. ILike, you know, when
1t was first opened and when they closed 1t. Do you know?"

"Oh, you mean when was the school closed?”

"Yes,"
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"Oor consolidated?”
!?Ye& . 1"

"Well, a lot of them were cloged during the years of 1935 to
1939, That's when I was in the County Superintendent's
office and when T went in office there were 47 rural schools
and when I went out there were 17 left and that's when a
lot of them closed.”

"What district was this in?"
"Well, different districts but it was in Thomas County."

"Thomae County. Was the land usually purchased or was it
given to the school?”

"You gave it to them and then when it was consolidated you
got it back, Got that acre back.,"

"can you describe the interior of the school?"

"Oh, yee. It usually had a hall when you come in, That's
where the water bucket was end coats were hung and then you
went Intoc the schoolroom. There wag a stove and rows of
desks, seats, desks on each side of the room and sometimes
in the middle and then up In-«there was a platform you
stepped up, stepped to the platform. Thet's where the
teacher's desk waz and you had a recifation bench besglde
the teacher's desk and when you called, you'd call for a
certain class they'd come up to a and 3it on that seat and
you conducted your recitation from there and then you'd
dismiss them and called another clags."

"Did they usually have a picture of, like, Preslident Washington

or Lincoln?"

"Yee, we had some plctures like that. Yes, in the schoolroom.”

"Wh&% types of occupations did the students eventually take
up?’

"Well, some of them farmed, I guess, They gradusted from
the elighth grade. They went on to high school, Quite a
few of them, not as many as do now but--"

"Where did they have to go to g0 to high school?”

"Here they went to Colby and there weren't buses then. See,
thet!'s why quite a few dldn't get to go as many get to go
to high school cause you had to go into town, When I went
to high school, I had to work for my board and room with
the family In town and some of the--some of them had cars.
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You know, we had Model T's then and drove into town. There
was & high school in Colby and in Gem, Brewster, Levant, and
Menlo in this county.”

"Were the majority of the originel sgtudents of a particular
religion or nationality?"

"Mogt of them, yes."
"Did they have any particular customs or anything like that?"

"Well, not--I don't think so, in Thomas County. OFf course,
there's some back in the early days that might have, you
know. In some areas, they’'d have students llke, oh, these in
Pennsylvania, Amlsh and the Mennonltes came here and had
different religions but where I taught they didntt.”

"What type of graduation exercises were performed?”

"Well, we graduated and when they gradusted from the eighth
grade they had gradustion in the county where you graduated,
in Thomas County, 1in town, in Colby and they got thelr
diplomas, The County Superintendent was responsible for
that, for the eighth grade graduation.”

"Were any speclal classes or unique educational services
offered?"”

"Read that again."

“"Were any special classes or unigue educational services
offered?”

"Not, I don't think so., When I was, my firast year I had a
l1ittle girl, who was deaf. She'd gone to a school in Olathe,
gchool for the deaf one year and I was pretty perturbed
when I found out ghe wanted to come to my school and I
asked the County Superintendent what I should do a2bout it
and he said, "Oh, take her and Just let her play.” Well,
you couldn't do that all day long so I started working with
her and she had--I probably couldn't have done it 1f it
hadn't been she'd already gone to this school for the deaf
but I could teach her math, real well, with different aids,
you know, and reading with pictures and when she went back
they said I'd done as much as they could have."

"Gosh,"
"So I felt pretty proud of that.”

"Well, I would have been too. Were there any controversies
surrounding the school for any reason?"

"Not any that I taught in, no."
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"Do you know who started the movement to build the school?"
"No, I don't."

"Where d1d the funds for the construction of the schools
come from?™

"Well, taxes I suppose, land taxes.,"

"Did this school make any lasting contributions to the
community it served?”

"Well, some of them did. There was one that became a2 voting
place later for the township and 1t's still there and there's
one that's moved out here to Sod Town, That's Center where
I taught and they moved that out there as & historical re-
membrance,"”

"Where was 1t located at to begin with?”
“"About four miles south of Colby."

"How many levels were incorporated into the educationesl
program &t this school? That would be this school in age,
l11ke from first to eighth grade, right?

Yea "

"Okay. What wac the cultural or heritage background of this
school district or community?"

"I don't understand that one.”

"Was there any perticular heritege background for most of the
people here? Did they all come from any particular--"

"Well, they came here from some place, come other place, I
suppose, In the beginning, the very beginning. I don't go
back quite that far. But it was Just a farming community
and they had to have & school, They organized and get to-
gether and vote to bulld one."”

Do you happen to know anything about the various educationel
materiasls that were uged throughout the history of thils
school and its various programs?"

"Well, they used whatever was prescribed by the State of
Kansas. It was & state adopted course. You had to, you
taught what they had listed in their course of study and
you got your supplies from the state.”

"What do you know of the stmosphere of the educational
programe? Like were they strict, were they loose, were
they warm?"
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"Well, they were, you know, pretty strict but they weren't
loose for sure. You can't say that,"

"Were they pretty warm with the students?"

"Yes. Students learned from each other in rural schools
cauge they heard all the grades, the classes. The younger
gtudents would pick up & lot from the older students,"

"How and when was 1t deemed necessary to build this school?
Do you know?"

"I really don't know. No."
"How big of an area did the school serve?"

"Well, about what, five miles on each side of the center of
the dietrict, I don't know exactly how many quarters were
in a district.”

i Ok&y . t

"But there were probably, ch, each family had about two or
three quarters at that time. They weren't as big farmers
as they are now."

"What was the average number of years a student spent in
gschool? Did most of them go the whole eight?"

"They went in that schosl most of them would go the elght
years, yes. Now back In earller days and that, before the
time I taught, they probably, some, gquit school before they
finished elghth grade but most of them, when I, during my
time of teaching finished the elghth grade.,”

"Did very many of them go on to high school?”

"8 lot of them went on to high school. Quite a few of them
did. Most of them, in fact.”

"Had anything unususl happened during the time which the school
was open?”

"Not that I know of in these districts where I taught nothing
really outetanding or unusual. I don't think.,"

"Why did the school close?”

"Well, they had to have, later on, they had this state support
they wouldn't get enough state money, some of them. Lack of
funde I'd’say and wanting better opportunitles too for their
students.’
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"Do you know if any of the original equipment is available?”

"Yes, what they called the register. That's the book that
waes kept with the students thaet attended and thelr grades
were kept in what they called & register and these books
are--were Kept in the County Superintendents 0ffice and
each year they turned them in and they were kept for several
years and later on some of those are here in the library &t
Colvy. Ploneer Memoriasl Library and they had a rural school
legacy here, I have some pilctures here that I'll show you
later about that."

4 {}k&y ¥

"We 1a?keé et those registers. They had the sztudents names
and--'

"Did you keep track of the days they missed?”

"Yes, we did and thelr grades were reported there too."

"who gerved on the school board?"

"Well, they were elected. They had a school board meeting.
Lots of times there weren't very many attended but they Just
chose someone in the district and three, there were three.,"

"Are any of them still living that you know of?"

"Yes, some that I taught under, yes."

"Did any of its students or teachers go on to become out-
standing people?”

"Most of mine are not outstanding but are doing well. Some
of them live here yet and some of them don't. They went on
to college., 1 don't know that I just off hand know how many
but most of them have been successful I'd say.”

"What was the average class slze?”

"Well, 1f you had five in & class you had & big class, The
average was probably three.’

-

"What was the average length of time a teacher worked at =a
school?”

"You mesan during your work after school or-."
"Probably stayed.”
"You mean years?"

"Ye&."
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"Years you taught then., Oh, I'd suppose from three to five
years.,

"Did the teacher have & particular code of ethics and morals
she haed to follow in her particular private l1ife?"

"Well, you did. I don't know that anybody lald that down
for you but you Just did 1t. You knew you were expected
to set an example. If you wanted to have a Job, why you'd
better do it."

"Can you name gome of the rules of the school?"

"Any place that I ever taught, I dcn’t know thaet they ever
told me about any rulee. I justnm

"Were there any you laid down for the students?”
"Yes."
"Can you name some of those?"”

"To do their work well and to be quiet. Not run in the school
house, That's one thing I would not stand for. Them chasing
each other around the desks., We had games and T let each
gtudent choose, choose the game we'd play that day and another
one the next day and we all played that. We didn't argue over
I don't 1like to pliay this or I don't like to play that I
just said everybody plays what they choose to play.”

"What was the dress and over all appearance of the students?”

"Well, they wore just cotton clothing and some of them wore
Jeans. They had Jjeans or overalls. Some of the boys wore
overalls., Do you know what overallse are?”

Yes. What did the student have to pay to go to school or
did he? Was there a tultion?”

“ﬁﬁ it
"What was the cost of the school?"

"Do you mean to run the school? Well, the teachers was the
maln, her salary I suppose was the greatest cost. Then they
had to buy fuel., I don't know how much it run. I really
don't. But it wasn't very much in those days and some re-
pairs but not very much, that mcstly."”

"Was there any orgenization similar to the PTA or were the
teachers and parents involved very much together?”



20

A. "There wasn't a PTA or sny definite organization or group
but you were close to your student's parents. You'd see
them. They'd bring them to school or they'd invite you to
spend the night with them. Go home and you aé&riy alwayﬁ
went home with them once at least during the year.”

Q. "Did you set up conferences with them or--"

A. "VWell, you, did if you thought 1t was necessary. Yes, you'd
see them.”

G. "Okay, 1&g there anything I've missed that you want to--"
A, "No, I can tell you some things and--"

Q. "Okay."

A. "Now this, I felt maybe you--"

Q. "Okay, you were alsm County Superintendent or Supervisor over
the rural schools,”

A. "I was County Superintendent of Rural Schools from 1935 to
1939."

Q. "What were some of your duties as County Supervisor?"

A. "Well, you got the school supplies in you had to institute in
the fall and gave the teschers thelr supply and you vieited
the schools at least once a year and then they came into
your office to get their reports and then ito bring reports
in, monthly reports, and then we had this Rural School
Library in my offlce. They would check out boovks each week
and any questions they had and you had teachers meetings
once 8 month with the rurasl teasachers 1n town and they came
in and--and met. All the teachers together and we--they
would a bring their reports in. Turn thelr reports in.'

Q. "Were you responsible to say fire them?"
A. "No."
Q. "If they were--no."

A, "The board might come to you about a teacher and he would
talk to them but I had no authority to.”

Q. "What if you found a real problem in a school?”

A. "Well, you could talk., You'd have to take it up with the
school board, You didn't have the authorlity yourself to
do, at least at the school where I taught. This 1s Raymond
Mallory., He asked me the other day if we had some pictures
of Center. This is the school called Center, That's one
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of the schools and here's another one. I taught in school.
That's East View,"

"What was your calary as County Supervisor? Do you remember?”
"$116.00 a month and then I got $2.00 for each teacher I visited.
That was suppose to be to pay for your gasoline. There they
are eating their lunch. This is the first school I taught.”
"Did you still stay with people in their--"

"Yes."

"The community? You still had to pay for your room and board
then?

"Yes. Save enough to go to summer school too,"

"How often did you have to go?"

"Oh, about well, I didn't have to attend because I had a cer-
tificate a 1ife certificate then. When I was teaching rural
schools I did."

"How did you get your life certificate?"

"Well, by goling to college in the summertime and taking
correspondence cources.’

"There were so many hours you had to have to receive 1t?"

"Yes., Of course, it wasn't so much in those daye. Well, I
kept up that normal training certificate for a long time then
kept working. Of course, the hours I got while I was going
to summer school but then I became County Superintendent
and that was a year round job., So then I already had enough
credits for the kind of certificate that was required. It
wasn't--you could be County Superintendent on a first grade
county then with so many years. You Jjust--it was a political
thing. I ran for office and was elected.”

"Oh, you were elected to County--"

"To County Superintendent, yes."

"Then did you every year have to run again or--"

"Every two years.,"

"Every two years?"

"I had it four years and then I went out of office. I quit

teaching then and went into the Ready to Wear Store. Do
you remember when I wae in that?"
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T dontt., I don't remember.,”

"Your mom will,"

"Mom probably will., Is there anything else that you can think

of?

Okay, I'd 1ike to thank you for this interview very much.”
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