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Abstract

This paper seeks to illuminate the significance of Socrates'
entrance Into a series of speeches by exploring the
connection between love and learning in Plato's
Symposium. We begin by presenting historical and social
contexts relevant to the dialogue and its author. We then
turn to the dialogue, outlining the fundamental
components of each speech and, moreover, analyzing each
speech with the aim of eliciting educational implications
which are later highlighted and expanded on by Socrates.
We examine these pedagogical connotations through a
thorough investigation of each speech, keeping a keen eye
on Socrates. We approach our examination of Socrates’
speech In two key ways. The first Is to examine how the
educational implications found within the earlier speeches
are later acknowledged and expanded on by Socrates.
Furthermore, we also examine the way In which Socrates
forms careful alterations of the previous speakers’
assertations to provide them with new meanings. Second,
we examine Socrates' approach in contrast with the prior
speeches. In our examination of Socrates’ speech, we find
that the structure of Socrates' speech sharply contrasts
with the overall narrative formatting of the prior speeches
and the dialogue as a whole. We argue that Plato
deliberately emphasizes Socrates' approach by
constructing a structure that contrasts with previous
speeches. For further support of our interpretation, we turn
to additional Platonic dialogues with the intent of gaining
further insight into his educational approach.

-

Historical context

Plato was an Ancient Greek playwright and philosopher born
to Athens around 427BCE. Many of Plato’s dialogues feature
a reoccurring character named Socrates, a philosopher of
whom Plato was a student and follower. Plato’s writings
provide a unique perspective of the characters within them,
often capturing and revealing important aspects of their souls.
Although the majority of Plato’s writings are structured the
format of a dialogue, often in the form of a discussion or
debate occurring between multiple individuals, Plato’s
Symposium Is a unigue exception, as It Is composed of a series
of speeches made in praise of Love, or Eros.

Thesis:

Plato intentionally constructs the dialogue in a format that
nighlights the entrance of Socrates to aid in revealing his
nedagogical methods and further educational implications.

Outline of Paper

1. Phaedrus’ speech
 Introduces concept of shame in Eros

* |dentifies relationship between Eros and noble
deeds

 Briefly introduces concept of desire
2. Pausanias’ speech

* Rejects Phaedrus’ claim that Eros is noble.

« Describes Eros as something in-between noble
and ignoble.

« Describes relationship between lover and beloved
In which the younger beloved Is educated and
made better in return for gratification.

3. Eryximachus’ speech

« As a physician, Eryximachus provides an account
of Eros in relation to healthiness and
unhealthiness.

« Advocates for temperance in Eros to maintain a
healthy and well-ordered life.

(

4. Aristophanes’ speech

» Utilizes storytelling to depict a nature of Eros that
IS Incomplete

 Introduces concept of Eros as desire to overcome
Incompleteness

5. Agathon’s speech

* Depicts Eros as both beautiful and complete

* Focuses on the aspect of the soul

* Relates Eros to virtue, deeming poetry as wisdom
6. Socrates’ entrance

 Disrupts pattern of speechmaking

« Methodology:

» Challenges Agathon’s assertions on Eros,
claims that they are false.

» Engages Agathon in a discussion through a
series of questions.

» Agathon to admit his ignorance when he
contradicts himself, introduction of
recognition of lack and shame.

» Educator (Socrates) encourages and guides
the student to seek the creation of new ideas

« Uses storytelling to depict himself being
challenged in a similar manner

* Depicts an element of poverty in Eros, described
as an in-between, or in-completeness

» Introduces concept of wisdom in relation to
Eros; an in-bet\L/veen of wisdom and
understanding in which the individual
recognizes their lack and desires to overcome
that lack.***

 Further develops concept of desire in relation to
Eros

* Emphasizes orienting one’s desires towards that
of the soul

 Introduces concept of reproduction both in terms
of the physical and in the soul

« Describes ascent to contemplation of the
beautiful, and transitions to the contemplation of
the truth

7. Alcibiades’ speech
* Praises Socrates, rather than Eros

* Reveals and illustrates pedagogical methods of
Socrates

Conclusion

The underlying pedagogical implications of the
prior participants speeches are revealed and
developed upon Socrates’ entrance. Due to the
unique structure of the Symposium, Socrates’
entrance is highlighted to demonstrate his
methodology. The speech of Alcibiades, Socrates’
most famous student, confirms the intentional
emphasis on Socrates’ methodology through a
further description and illustration of the Socratic
Method of questioning. In his praise, he details a
student first being lured to discuss their assertions.
The student then Is engaged in a series of questions.
In this part of the method, the student realizes and
admits their ignorance. In the shame and discomfort
of such ignorance, the student turns to the educator
for further guidance to develop their understanding.

References

Anton, J. P., Preus, A., & Moravcsik, J. M. E. (1971). Reason
and Eros in the "Ascent"-Passage of the Symposium. In Essays in
ancient greek philosophy (pp. 285-302). essay, State University of New
York Press.

Dorter, K. (1969). The Significance of the Speeches in Plato’s
Symposium. Philosophy & Rhetoric, 2(4), 215-234.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40236685

Dover, K. J. (1965). The Date of Plato’s “Symposium.”
Phronesis, 10(1), 2-20. http://www.|stor.org/stable/4181753

Annas, J., & Halperin, D. M. (1992). Plato and the Erotics of
Narrativity. In Oxford studies in ancient philosophy: Methods of
Interpreting Plato and His Dialogues (pp. 93-129). essay, Clarendon
Press.

Kahn, C. H. (1987). Plato’s Theory of Desire. The Review of
Metaphysics, 41(1), 77-103. http://wwwv.|stor.org/stable/20128559

Neumann, H. (1965). Diotima’s Concept of Love. The
American Journal of Philology, 86(1), 33-59.
https://doi.org/10.2307/292620

Contact Information

Brooke Boggs:
bboggs2@moreheadstate.edu

Dr. Timothy Simpson:
tl.simpson@moreheadstate.edu



http://www.jstor.org/stable/4181753
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20128559

