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Fa'amatagi: 

From Whence the Wind Blows

A. Roberts



In the heart of the Pacific

The Sun is most radiant

           Samoa, maa taua o le sami

Bewitching to behold

            

            Alluring for those

Who come to Our sugar-white shores

(jewel of the sea)
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Heralds of the Bright and Morning star

                Blackbirders

Gentlemen of fortune

                 Servants of a vast empire

All White men who are burdened
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the conquerors of Aotearoa

men from the Land of Angles

now turn their eyes towards Us

"splendid but backwards," they deem Us

but with "no thought for to-morrow"

and "no vision as to the future of these islands"



It is a slippery slope

Accepting help from another

A stranger who makes a paltry showing

of learning the ways of the People

before deciding His way

is best
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old by Our reckoning

Gagana fa'a Samoa, the words of my ancestors

now disdained 

English is preferred for speaking

although German will do just fine

Image 5



Your chiefs will have no fono, no meeting, without Us

They lack the intelligence to lead a village

and You must be taught how to live properly

it is hard work civilising You People

but in the end, You will be grateful to Us
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O le Mau Samoa, it is Our firm opinion

that We shall stand apart 

from the keepers of Aotearoa

their rules and their arrogance

We do not want it, We shall not have it

Samoa, tula'i ma sisi ia lau fu'a, lou pale lea

(Samoa, arise and raise your banner that is your crown)
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there is always a cost to be paid

and Our men know it as They run through the deep

moving through the dark

They crash through dense jungle

eluding weapons

and the ever searching eyes of Their hunters 

a most dangerous game
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Our champions exiled

one of four Paramount Chiefs murdered

but We go on, and remain Ours still and to this day

despite fingers, long and grasping

from powers bigger and foreign

Samoa e, uu mau le pule ia faavavau

(Samoa, hold fast your freedom forever)

We are the Mau

Samoa mo Samoa

unwavering and resolved

peaceful in our disobedience

"We are moved by Love

never driven by intimidation"
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