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Archaeological Field guide

By Hannah Parris
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What does that mean?
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® The final product is going to be a field guide of
sorts. The content will focus on artifacts from
Central America.

® There will be 5 artifacts in total, each with its
own section.

® The first part of the section will be a full
spread illustration of the artifact depicting how
that particular artifact would have been used
during the time is was created.

® Each section will include technical drawings of
the artifact along with vignettes and factual
information about the item. These will take
up one spread.




Why?

The main goal is to bring life to the
history of the artifacts and to show
readers what they were like when they
were made, and what the artifacts were

used for in the people’s day to day lives.
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#2: Toad Bowl

Title Toad Bowl

Time Period Preclassic Period (1000 BC-AD 250)

Location Possibly Guatemalan or Salvadoran highlands

Type Earthenware (ceramic) with red paint

Description-

This ceramic bowl was created in the likeness of a toad, mimicking the rough and

bumpy skin with the appliqued buttons.

In many ancient cultures, toads were a common symbol seen during various ceremonies
and rituals. Many toads excrete a hallucinogenic poison from sacks behind their eyes,

and it is believed that this poison was used to gain altered states of consciousness.

It is possible that this type of bowl was simply meant to honor the toad motif, or perhaps
it was used as a vessel for the poison during ceremonies. Records have been found of the
ancient Mexica directly licking the skin of the toads for the poison or soaking the toads
in their drinks to infuse the liquids with a less concentrated dose.

This bowl in particular was most likely from Guatemala or the Salvadoran Highlands in
Central America. Made from clay and painted with red pigments during the Preclassic
time period (1000 BC - AD 250).

#18: Donkey Bird Ocarina

Title Donkey Bird Ocarina

Time Period Classic Period (AD 200-600)

Location Possibly Costa Rica

Type Earthenware (ceramic), red and black paint

Description-

This whimsical bird effigy ocarina, or whistle, is similar to many others from Costa Rica
currently in public and private collections. The present example with its bulging eyes,
large carved pupils, and painted banding, is similar to a piece currently housed at the

Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Ocarinas frequently feature bird imagery to replicate the ethereal sounds of avians in the
Central American landscape, melodious and hauntingly beautiful echoes from the high

rainforest canopy.

Many ancient cultures emphasized the importance of musical instruments in rituals,

public celebrations, and feasting events |

Wind instruments were produced from ceramic, wood, and even bone, with the shape
and material impacting the timbre and musical sounds produced. Some of the
instruments even produce harsh, dissonant chords rather than harmonic notes. In
addition to wind instruments, drums were also made from turtle carapace or wood with
leather, sometimes held between the legs when played.




Usulutan
Bowl-

This bowl would
have been used in
both everyday life as
well as ceremonial
and ritual life.




and other

b

spices

foodstuffs.
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Mano & Metate-
This metate (grinding stone)
and mano (the long, thin
“pestle”) would have been
used for food preparation
including grinding corn,

manioc
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Donkey Bird Ocarina-

Wind instruments were
produced from ceramic, wood,
and even bone. Many ancient
cultures emphasized the
importance of musical
instruments in rituals, public
celebrations, and feasts.
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Toad Bowl-

This ceramic bowl was
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created in the likeness of a
toad, mimicking the rough

and bumpy skin with the

appliqued buttons.
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Poison Jar-

These vessels were typically worn
around the neck for easy access,
they were not exclusively used for
poison and could carry a
multitude of liquids; much like
how people today wear crystals for
their healing properties.
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Map of Central America
Toad Bowl
Usulutan Bowl
Poison Jar

= Donkey Bird Ocarina

" Mano and Metate

Cél\amic Color Code
WorES\C\ited




Works Cited

Ceramic Color Guide

7ENS §

R Red
Blakemore, E., 2018. Turkeys Were Once Worshipped Like Gods.
[online] HISTORY. Available at:
<https://www.history.com/news/turkey-worship-maya>.
Demarest, A. and Sharer, R., 1982. The Origins and Evolution of
Usulutan Ceramics. American Antiquity, 47(4), pp.810-822.
Hellmuth, D., n.d. Tropical Floral and Fauna. [ebook] pp.14, 15, Specular
104. Available at: Red
<http://www.maya-archaeology.org/FLAAR_Reports_on_May

Brown

Smudged

an_archaeology_Iconography_publications_books_articles/2 Buff
2_Bufo-marinus-Sacred-Toads-in-Mayan-Culture_Revue_Ma
gazine-Feb-2011.pdf>

Hoopes, J., 1987. Early Ceramics and the Origins of Village Life
in Lower Central America. Ph.D. Harvard University.

Hoopes, J., 1994. The Tronadora Complex: Early Formative
Ceramics in Northwestern Costa Rica. Latin American Uﬂ]]
Antiquity, [online] 5(1), pp.3-30. Available at:
<https://www.jstor.org/stable/971900>.

Jones, U., n.d. DECORATED METATES IN PREHISPANIC LOWER CENTRAL
AMERICA. Ph.D. Institute of Archaeology, University College, London.

Loughmiller-Cardinal, J. and Zagorevski, D., 2016. MAYA FLASKS: THE “HOME”
OF TOBACCO AND GODLY SUBSTANCES. Cambridge University Press,.

Pacheco, E. and Ortiz, T., 2005. THE CROCODILE AND THE COSMOS:
ITZAMKANAC, THE PLACE OF THE ALLIGATOR’S HOUSE. XVIII Symposium
on Archaeological Research in Guatemala, [online] Available at:
<https://www.asociaciontikal.com/simposio-18-ano-2004/02-vargas-y-aria
s-04-doc/>.

Orr, H. and Looper, M. ed., 2014. Wearing Culture: Dress and Regalia in Early
Mesoamerica and Central America. Boulder: University Press of Colorado.

‘Woodfill, B., 2021. Display Text. [Artifact Description] Winthrop University
Louise Pettus Archives, Salazar Collection. Rock Hill.

White

Cream

Yellow




https://www.flipsnack.com/B8DEE
A99E8C/thesis-flipbook.html



https://www.flipsnack.com/B8DEEA99E8C/thesis-flipbook.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/B8DEEA99E8C/thesis-flipbook.html

Final Thoughts




Thanks! ” |

Any questions?
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