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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF EDUCATION

ADDRESS ONLY
THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION WASHINGTON

< Marech 15, 1918.

Mr. Buntington Wilson,
Care of The Public Ledger,
Independence Square,
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Mr. Wilson:

Commisgegicner Claxton has handed me your
letier of February 31 and the newspaper article, én-
titled "The Wer of the Unborn®. Perhaps it is need-
less to say that I am profoundly interested in the
problem that you deaetds in this erticle. I am wonder-
ing if you heve had any communication with Mr. H. H.
Moore, Executive Secretary of the Comnittee for Civ-
ilian Cooperaticn in Combating Venereal Diseases of
the Naticnal Council of Defense. I had a long talk
with MTr. Moore a few days ago and I am sure that, if
you have not gotten in touch with him, you will wieh
to do so,

Commigsioner Claxton has menticned in his
letter the conference on health and physical educa-
tion called by him in Atlantic City twe weeks ago.

The object of this conference was to formulate the
principles at least, of a naticnal program for sound
hezlth and physical educaticn in the public schools.of
the country. The meeting was attended by representa-
tives o a large number of national organizaticns that
either directly or indirectly are cencerned with con-
gtructive health work. I ghall be glad to send you,
as socon ag the copiee are received from the mimeo-
graph, a copy of the report of this conference. It is
sufficient to say now that they adopted a statement of
principles which in turn was endoerzed in a blanket
stetement in the rescluticons passed Dy the Department
cf Superintendence at its meeting in Atlantic City.
Further, the conference resclved ddalbgr—into & con-
tinuing body and directed the Commissicner to appoint
a small committee to work cut the details of & legis-
lative program.



Mr. Huntington Wilson ... 2 Msreh 15, 1918.

This conference did not deal epecifically
with the problem of eugenics or sex hygiene but I
think there was not a person present who des not
realize thet education is & pert of a great bilclogical
process and that inftrying to formulate a rrogram the
purpcse of which is to develop citizens who are phys~
ically fit for the duties of citizenship, both in
peace and in war, there is sometliing more involved
than medical inspection and corrective work wsdohys-
"ical educetion in the narrower sense. In fact it was
clearly brought cut in the conference that the health
and vigor of women is even more important for the
manhood of the race than the health and vigor of men.

I hope that you will be in Vashington, as
you suggest in your letter, at an early date and that
I ghall huve the privilege of talking with yain re-
gard to-this matter. I have some fairly definite
ideas in regard to the necessary educational readjust-
mente that are tc be made if we are to make genuine
manhood and genuine womanhood the cobjects of education
rzther than stimulaticn and the training of the in-
tellect only.

Yours very truly,

Specialist in School Hygiene.
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