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#IH2  English Communication II

1. Class Outline
There are three goals to the English

Communication III course:

1. I can understand and discuss simple texts related
to my field of study.

2. 1 can conduct a simple survey and report my
findings as both a written report and a poster
presentation.

3. I can direct my own learning according to my
needs, abilities, and interests.

These objectives are accomplished through
various interactive tasks in class using pairs, small-
group, and whole-class activities. Students are
provided ample opportunities to practice using
English by completing tasks which prepare them for
an assessment, such as a written report or a poster
presentation. The mid-semester assessment is a
challenging reading exam which tests students’
ability to read a general English text and also a text
which is directly related to their major field of study.
For the third stated goal of the course students
complete the Self-Directed Learning Unit where
they are taught how to choose and make use of
learning materials that they find on their own, and
then they are asked to write reflections on their

progress in managing their own learning.

2. Teaching Method

Academic year 2020 proved to be challenging in
many ways due to restrictions placed on classes in
order to ensure the safety of students during the
Covid-19 pandemic. In addition to the number of
face-to-face classes being reduced by half, the
amount and types of interaction students were
allowed in class was quite different than in previous
years. The mix of face-to-face, on demand, and fully
online classes created a learning environment which
was unique for students and teachers alike. There are
some basic principles I adhered to which may have

contributed to students enjoying the course even
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under these challenging circumstances.

First, not only in unusual circumstances like in
2020 but also in normal situations, I think it
important to keep things simple. This does not mean
that the course should be easy, but rather the tasks
that students are asked to complete should be clear
and easy to understand. Students are already
expending a good deal of mental energy (cognitive
load) on parsing the English language while
completing tasks, therefore it is important that
students have a clear understanding of what is
expected of them so they can keep their focus on the
input and output of language. Task design and
instructions need to be clear and unambiguous. This
was especially true for classes that were held on
demand. Typically, students were asked to complete
a series of online activities through the SILC’s
Moodle course management platform. During the
weekly face-to-face class I would often demonstrate
how to complete that week’s on demand classwork
by providing several examples of the same activity
they would be asked to complete for on demand. I
think this was helpful for students because there was
no confusion as to how to complete the task and they
could spend their time focusing on the language
within the task.

In addition to designing simple and clear tasks, I
think it is important to create an atmosphere in class
which is conducive to learning a language. Many of
our students have had somewhat negative
experiences learning English before entering
university. Junior high school and high school
English classes are typically focused on mastering
discrete grammar points in order to pass entrance
exams. Before coming to university most students
have not had many opportunities to actually use
English as a communicative tool and are
understandably uncomfortable when asked to do so.
Language is a skill that needs to be practiced, much
like karate or playing the piano. Therefore, students
need as many opportunities to practice this skill as
possible in an environment where the goals are

communicative-based as opposed to grammar-based,

One way I try to accomplish this is by emphasizing
that students do not need to speak perfect English in
class or even write perfect English for written
assignments. The goal is always to get your point
across, make yourself understood, and ask for help
when you don’t understand. I almost never provide
corrective feedback on grammar mistakes when
talking with students or reading comments they have
written. Rather, I'll often focus more on the content
of what they are saying to show them that their
message is being understood. One of the tasks that
students are asked to complete is to record a short
speech telling a story about something they did
during summer vacation. I'll often take note of
something interesting that a student said in their
recording and either ask them about it in class or
write a comment about it in Moodle. I think students
appreciate that I am taking an interest in what they
have to say rather than constantly correcting their
less than perfect English.

Lastly, I try to encourage students to find ways to
study English that they actually enjoy. Every student
has different strengths and weaknesses, and learns in
different ways. Some students enjoy reading books,
studying grammar, or practicing English proficiency
tests, while others prefer listening to music or
watching tv shows. Part of the English
Communication III curriculum is a unit on self-
directed learning where students are encouraged to
try an array of activities and find something they like
to do. During this unit I meet with each student
individually several times and have a conversation
with them about the kinds of activities they are trying
and help guide them toward their learning goals.
Again, I think this focus on enjoyment rather than
striving for perfect English helps to make the process
of learning English a more comfortable experience

for most learners.

3. Suggestions for Class Improvement
After reflecting on what I wrote above, there are
two key points to consider when attempting to

improve the quality of classes. First, as much as
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possible, try to give individual attention to each
student and show some interest in their learning. I
understand that this is not feasible in large classes
with 40 or more students, but I think if students feel
their teacher is genuinely interested in their progress
as a learner then they will feel more invested in their
own learning. A great way to accomplish this is by
briefly meeting with each student at least once during
a semester to discuss their learning goals and advise
them on how to best achieve those goals. Secondly, I
think it is important to convey the idea that mistakes
are ok. Our role as teachers is not to constantly point
out all the mistakes that students make and admonish
them, but rather encourage them to keep trying and
learn from their mistakes. Sojo University is a
science and technology institute, therefore most of
our students are learning practical skills which they
will apply in jobs they get after graduating. We
should emphasize that practical knowledge is just as
important, if not more important, than theoretical
knowledge, and the best way to develop that is by
learning through doing.
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