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10 Bury St.,
June 5

Dear Dad: :
Busy times since the walking trip in Devon and the week-

end at H.G.Wells', We saw the first night of John Drinkwater's
new play, "Cromwell, with Henry Ainley in the title role. As we
know both the dramatist and the leading man, it was very inter-
esting -- though, to tell the truth, the play Was.by no means as
good as 1t might be. There was a distingulshed first night crowd;
among them I met, for the first time, Arnold Bennett, who appears
to be an admirer of Babbitt, and the Princess Alice. I had met
-the Prince of Wales at Lady Astor's big reception, but this was
the first time I met royalty really personally. Princess Alice,
who 1s also Countess of Athlone, is granddaughter of Queen Vic-
boria and daughter of V's son the Duke of Albany -- the bloomin'
royal family were all of them so prolific that London is simply
scattered with sprigs of royalty. Princess Alice is a rather pret-
ty, smallish woman, probably not too intelligent; she was the
guest of our friends the Cazalets at a box-party. To an American
it is slightly stmetling to hear her hostess, a considerably older
whman, addressing her as Ma'am,,.....After the show we brought
Henry Nevinson, the old war correspondent, and hMrs. Thomas Lamont
of NY -- her husband is a partner in Morgan's and once owner of
the NY Evening Post -- up to our flat for a while, and cheerfully
damned the show,

Cne evening last week we dined with Lord Beaverbrook at his house;
nice small party of &% 8ix, among them Sir James Dunn, a Canadian
banker now living here, very cheerful and amusing but much more
like Babbltt than like the fictional ldeal of a baronet., It is
impossible to keep from calling him “Jimmy" after a couple of

hours, Another evening we were given a dinner by St. Loe Strachey,
editor of the Spectator. And another we dined with E,V,Lucas,

whose books you know,

This past week-end we spent at the house of Mrs. L.,Allen Harker,
author of rather romantic tales of pleasant quality but no great
importance., She lived in a delightful rambling old house in the
ancient town of Cirencester (always pronounced Cisseter) and we
had a restful time -- loafing in the walled garden in the sun,
playing tennis, taking a long walk through country lanes, Last
evening we had General Thomson and Lady Maclaren Brown for dinner
-=- lively and amusing, with exciting tales of the general'‘s exper-
lences in the Balkans. Oh, and last week Claude's admiration
Ul Mdfisam Stefansson the arctic exXplorer, came in for teé;
he is here conferring with the air ministry about Polar eXplora-
gignlby aeroglaneé Hgiseems to be spending all his tipme with
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have had about enough of them and we are beginning to look forward
to getting back to work and to country quiet.

I hope that by now you will have received my account, regarding
which you asked, of the number of copies of Babbitt sold. I'm
awfully glad that there 1s a chance for Edwin to get into MMM
West PoiNt....e.You ask how much gasoline costs here; it's about
fifty cents a gallon, and all cars are much more expensive =--
two or three tLimes as much as for the same class of cars as in
the US -- so many people use tiny light cars beside which Fords
actually seem largessss...l'll send a note to Donald and Edwin
about their graduation., Now to the pile of correspondence which
has heaped up the past few days,

Much love,

h

Tell Claude that Stefansson sald he well remembered and greatly
enjoyed his talk with Claude at St. Cloud.
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