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WILLING, JOHN B. File No. B-IY 1S-

John B. Willing, a native son of a pioneer famil~ of Stearns 

County, Minnesota, was born in Quincy, Illinois, ~ecember 28, 1854, 

a son of John Henry and Elizabeth Willing, who were natives of the 

old country. The mother, Elizabeth coming from Westphalia, Germany , 

and the father, John Henry, came from near the Holland line in Germany. 

The Willing family came to America. in the late 1840' s and settled 

in Illinois, where John B. Willing was born and received his early 

childhood education in the rural schools unt il the usual age of six

teen. He worked on his father's farm for one year, and then decided 

to come to St. Cloud, Minnesota, which he did, and was employed by 

the Great Northern Railroad Company, constructing the tracks and bridge 

across the Mississippi River. After working for the Grea~ Northern 

Railway Company for several years, John Willing took care of his 

father's farm when his father came to Minnesota in 1873 and settled 

on a farm near St. Joseph, Minnesota. 

John B. Willing was married in the Catholi Church of St. Joseph, 

innesota on November 30, 1 876 to Mary Thressa Bechtold, a daughter 

of John George and Thressa {Vogle) Bechtold. John G. Bechtold a.nd 

family came to Stearns County in 1864 and settled near St. Joseph, 

Minnesota on a tract of land in secticn 22 which had previously been 

owned by John Pa,yne Moses Morrison. John C. Bechtold died in 1901 

at the age of seventy-two. His •ife, Thresea Bechtold, d:ied in 1911 

at the age of seventy-nine. 

To John B. and Thressa (Bechtold) Willing were born six children: 

Juluis and George died in 1906; I daJ Mrs. Steve Schwartz of St. Cloud, 

Minnesota; Thressa, Mrs. Nicholas Mohs of St. Cloud, Minnesota; Ro se 

Willing of Dent, Minnesota; Charles Willing of Butte, Montana. 
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Mrs. John B. Willing died August 30, 1926, and was buried 

in Calvary Cemetery, St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Interviewed: John B. Willing 
Date: October 23, 1936 

By: Nick P. Kruckten 

Public ation Granted 



FRO CORDS IN THE STE NS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 

R THE JOHN B, ILLING BIOGRAPHY 

Date of Pl.ace of 
Name Birth Birth 

1. Rose Willing Oct 2 , 1877 St. Joseph 

2. ary T. Wil ing Dec. a, 1879 11 " 
3. I d.a E. 1 l ing Nov. 13, 1881 II " 
4. Julius ·B. 11 ing June 19, 1884 St. Clou 

Mother I s Name !KL Book Page 

l. Thresia illing A 293 

2 . It It A 371 

3. tJ " A 471 

4. " " B 
.J 

3 

RRIAGE RECORD BOOK E. PAGE 436 

John B. illing· and a.ry T. Betchold 

rri at St . Joseph, Dece ber st , 876 

By: Rev. G. i mmer 

i tnesse : Franc is Willing nd Rosa Betchold 

DEATH RE ORD BOOK 1901 A-11 PAGE 361 

John G. Bechtol, Born in Germany, April 15, 1819 

Son of John Bechtold, mother 's n me unkn n 

Die Febru ry 5, 1901 

Age 72 ye rs 2 months a.nd 10 days 

Father ' s ame 

B. Willing 

Bernard illing 

" 
John 

Line 

38 

23 

26 

93 

" 
illing 

Remarks 

~ 
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DEATH RECORD BOOK c. PAGE 219 

Theresia Bechtold, Born in Germany, ovember 1827 

Daughter of K rl Voegele, mother unknown 

Died December 31~ 1910 

Age 83 years. 

DEATH REOORD BOOKS. PAGE 7 LINE 153 

Thresia Kary Willing, Born in Minnesota, uJ.y 15, 1856 

Daughter of John Be•chol nd There ia Voegle 

Died August 30, 1926 

Age 70 years l month and 15 days 



ILLI -o, JOH 

Secon int ervi e to f i rm r c rrect i nfo mat i n i n bio r nhy 

a co m .r ., t o i n fo'r t ion s liste i n the le el rec r s in the Ste _rns 

County Court Ho e . 

co 

arriage of John 11 ing ~nd Tn er sa Vogle n Dec mer 1 , 187 6 

i correct t te i n th e 1 ga l r ecords • 

i n the 

• • 

D th of There · . Vo le on Dec e ber 3 , 910 i corr ct a st .te 

l record • 

i ntervie ·e : 
t e : 

illin g 
b r o , 19 7 

1 on 



ivILLING, JOHN B. File f~o . $- t1Zla 
John B. Willing was born in 1854 in Qµincy , Illinois, son of 

John H. and Elizabeth ( eier) illing , native Illinois f rmers . John 

received his education in the public school of ,uincy anc1 ca.me to 

[innesota sometime in 1871, first settling in St . Cloud. John immed

iately got worck dri:ving team on the construction of t he Great .i: orthern 

Railroad. e hel ed with the gr a ding a s fa.r a s -;. elrose, L1 innesota, His 

father purchase a fa.rm ne ,r St . Joseph and John was forced to run it 

for his father s John H. was still living in Quincy , Illinois . 

It was while farming that he met and married !iss Theresia Bech

told. Theresia was born July 15 , 1856 eon a farm near St . Joseph , au

ght er of John George and Theresia (Vogel) Bechtold. 1'he young couple 

made their home in St . Cloud where John B. filling worked a.s painter , 

drayman , nd several other jobs . 

To John B. Theresia (Bechtold ) Willing were born six children: 

Rose , born October 25 , 1876 is rs . Nick Pasteret ; Theresa born Dec . 

8 , 1879 is rs . r icholas ' ohs ; !da E. born _ovember 13 , 1 881 , is ~rs . 

Ste-oha.n J . Schwartz; harles born arch 20 , 1887; Julius born June 

19 , 1884 , died in 1890 ; George born April 23 , 1889 , di d in 1891 . 

John and Theresia (Bechtold) illing have nineteen grandchildren 

and sixteen great grandchildren • 

.ln·rs . Theresia (Bechtold) illing died August 30 , 1926. John B. 

is now living at 25-14th avenue Eonth. 

Interviewed : John B. Willing 
Date : October 1 , 1936 
By : V. irgil Chi rhart 

Publication Granted 



FRO 

OR THE J HN B. WILLI G BIOGRA y 

N me 
Da~:e of Pl ce of 
Birth Birth F t her ' s me Age 

1. Bose Willing Oct. s, 1877 St. Jo seph B. il l iag 

• ary T. i lling Dec. 8, 1879 " ft Bern .rd Willing 

3. Ida E. ti Nov. 13, 1881 n •• ... 

-4. Jul iu B. ti June 19, 1884 St. Clou John . illing 

ther • s Name ~ Book Page 

l. Thresia illing A 293 

2. II ,, 
A 371 

3. " " A 471 

4. " 11 B 3 

!AGE CORD BOOK E. PAGE 436 

John B. Willing and ary T. Betchol 

rr·ied at St. Joseph, December 1st, 1876 

By: Rev. G. im.mer 

itnesses: Francie Uling and Rosa Betchold 

DEATH RECORD BOOK 1901 A-11 PAGE 361 

John G. Bechtold, Born in Germany, April 15, 1819 

Son of John Bechtold, mother 's n me unknown 

Died February 5, 1901 

Age 72 years 2 months and 10 days 

Line 

38 

23 

26 

93 

II 

Remarks 
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IE-A'ml:-. RECORD BOOK O. PAGE 219 

Theresia Bechtold Born in Germany, November 1827 

Daughter of Xaxl Voegele, mother unknown 

Died December 31, 1910 

Age 83 "{ 0 ars 

DEATH RICORD BOOKS. PAGE 7 LI?E 153 

T r e~ia Mary Willing , Born in Minnesota, July 15, 1856 

Daughter of John Betchol d and Theresia Voegle 

Died August 30, 1926 

Age 70 years 1 month and 15 days 



WILLING, JOHN 

Second interview to affirm or correct informa .ion in biogr phy 

as compared to information as listed in the legal records in the Stearns 

Oounty Oourt House. 

OORREOTION: 

Marria.ge of John Willing and Theresa Vogle on December 1 , 1876 

is correct as stated in the legal records. 

OORRECTION: 

De .th of Theresa Vogle on December 31, 1910 is correct s et ted. 

in the leg l records. 

Reintervie ed: John illing 
Date: December 6, 1937 
Byl; Dean Nelson 
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