
St. Cloud State University St. Cloud State University 

The Repository at St. Cloud State The Repository at St. Cloud State 

WPA Biographic Summaries University Archives 

3-29-1937 

Platz, Charles (1854 - ) Platz, Charles (1854 - ) 

Walter B. Haupt 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Haupt, Walter B., "Platz, Charles (1854 - )" (1937). WPA Biographic Summaries. 1009. 
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1009 

This Interview is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at The Repository at St. Cloud 
State. It has been accepted for inclusion in WPA Biographic Summaries by an authorized administrator of The 
Repository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu. 

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/archives
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1009&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/wpabio/1009?utm_source=repository.stcloudstate.edu%2Fwpabio%2F1009&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tdsteman@stcloudstate.edu


PLATZ , CHARL~S 

0harles PJ. tz a.s born in iscon in , on June 29 , 1854. C .rle 

Platz is the son of John n There a.. (Pl""'tz) Pl .. tz~ 

John n Theres Pl tz ere born in Germany. Dis _.ti fie . i th 

fe..rming conditions in Ger ny , t 1ey sol their sm 1 · f .rm n s ile for 

Amerio . in a.bout the ye r 1849 , lan ing in ew York. The trip w s m e 

on a sailing vessel , a trip that took si ty--five ays. From e York 

they· t once c me e t sf r s ' isconsin , hen t4ey settle on f rm. 

After few ye rs in isconsin , There (Pl tz) Pl tz ied , n ~ w s 

buried there . h e a s the mother of ix chil ren: enzel , ~ I gnc t ius , 

Joseph , Ann , Gen vieve , .n h rles. 

Due to poor crops n lo prices received for their fa.rm nro uc ts , 

John Pl .tz lost everything inclu i ng · 700 . 00 hich he d brou t ~ith 

him fro m Germ ny.· This di not isco~r ge h i m, s he a.g ,in tr,ie f r ming 

a t · ,tertown , isconsin , but after fe years tis venture rove ~ to be _no 

more succe sful than in h is fo r mer loo tion , n move to Apel ton , 

isconsin w ere he rente fe ores an orked in the umber c mps. 

Here e ma e enou h so · t .t e , able to buy te m of oxen n co. 

:r; ow th .t he h , t ,rt in e ecide to try f r mi n on a .x r c le 

g .,in an h .ving h e r of the home 0 t e . s av il ble in inne ota , he 

migr ted there in 1863. 

The trip , w ich took four e . ~.s , ,s m ~e with 0 en . Since t .ey 

ere ~ble to ta._ e ong on y a imite up:ply of provisions an no money , 

the f mi y w .s forced to beg foo a ong t~e w y. Ont e trip t ey so 

encountered many I n i .ns , ho , ft er i n .. uiring here hey :ere going , tol ,. 

them of the ... errors of the In i an na.ssacre nd tol them to turn b '"' _ck. 

~his a vise , ho ever , wa s unheeded by the f ily .nd t ey continued their 

trip to T o River Set 1 e ent , ( no 1 b . .ny St earns County, · inne ot )w1 ere 
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John Pla,tz file on homestea in Section 27, two miles south of where 

vill g e of Alb ny no starts. 

During the first few months on this homestea , the f mily experienc e 

times, because they h d no money no r a. gun . A log ho u se w s 

erecte n fe _crep; cle re· • fter John Pl~tz ha m ,de a. fe tri-os 

to Ne uni.ch he won the confi ence of ~r. Bohmer , store- eener at 

that pl ce, and r. Bohmer loaned him a gun. 

ow th t t h ey had a gun they were assured meat, becau e deer ere 

pleri.tifuJ. ,. :After the f irs t h a rves t of the fe ores of heat they ha 

pl nted , it s cut ith . er dle nd thr she ith the ai of a f a il. 

The mo,ther t en ground he whe t in a coffee · grin er , to be u e for 

flour and mush . Du.ring the following winter they f .,red quite ell be

e .use t ey now had plenty to e . t. 

Th'e next summer a s_on , Ign tius , secured work from the government 

driving a supply rv gon. ith the noney he earned n .. t_e re t of the 

f .. m:il y _ cle ring and cultivating tLe ho estea the ·f mily nrogressed 

rapidly. 

During the first five years they ,. i their own threshing with the 

fla i l •. The next year .the first th r esh i ng m chine m .de its anpe ~r nee . 

It as o ned nd operated by art in Rieder of St . Jo seph , .. innesota. 

Although a cru e achine, power ~or hich w .s furnished by horse , it 

was then consi ered gre t inprovement over the ol me t ho of thr e shing 

with the flail. As new farm m ,chinery nd imple ents ma e their .ppe r

anees on the market· John Pl tz took a v nt age of them n renlace them 

on the farm in f vor of the ol d.er mo els. 
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t the time of his death , John Pl~tz ha develope his homeste d 

to ti ·lable state th t left bis ife ' ork el . one . 

T. o children- ere born to them after his secon m r r i age to ~Y 

Viehauser o-f "tertown, . isconsin, John and El iz beth . 

Ch rles Pl .tz, hoee' n me -he .. ds this biography , spent hi boyhood 

ys hunting , f i shing , n tr -ping. s t h ere were numerous I n i .. s ca,mpe 

ne a r his father ' s home tead he s Qoon t home in their huts , n at 

one time.' s ,ble to speak the Chippewa l ngua.ge to some e tent . 

He tten e · · school for one term of three months . - His first nd r 

only te .cher w---~s nton Froelich. 

n October 2 , 1883 Ohar~es Pl atz s unite in .rri uge to Ann 

H dl , daughter of Joseph H .nd.l of lbany. The c eremony was nerforme 

by F ~ther nton o . s. B. h e tten ants e re i ke · i ller , Henry Brenning, 

ti e Hcbiger , ~nd Thres i ller . 

I m ediately fter the arri ge Oh rles Pl atz purchased 40 acres of 

land fo r 160.00 on hich he erecte a log house and b ,rn, ~n c e. re 

some 1 nd on which he o ed whet . Bi s f irst harve st consi te of 48 

bushels of heat . 

few ye rs later he purcha, ed another 40 ,,ere trac t, to w ich 

he .ter a de nother 00 ores urch se · from Jo enh Lehner an ... , 75 

ores pu.rch e f rom i ke Bock . 

I n 1921 Ob rles Platz retired from his f rm and mo ve to the village 

of Albany. Anna {Hc.ndl) Pl ~tz ied August 7, 1926. 

Charles nd Anna (Hand ) Platz ~re the p rents of nine chil ren: 

ho resi es on a f rm near Albany., Joseph , who married ary 

Tomsche. They h ve five chil .ren. 01 r .. m .rried Leon rd eyers n they 
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reside on a f a~m ·. in Canada. ry is ·rs. artin Ba.ec erman _ of St. R9se. 

Lena is r~. _ Peter Bieschbach ,:,"f El Rosa. ina is ~s • . John _Block of 

aite Park; Annie fe rs. Oarl Gerads of St. Anthony; Theresa is rs. 

H.en~y . Thom of Albany .• 

Int ervi ewed: Charles Pla tz 
Da~e: arch 29, 1937 
By: Walter Haupt 

Public ation Granted 
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FOR THE CHARLES PLATZ BIOGRAPHY 

IAGE RECORD BOOK H. PAGE 289 

Oharl es P:La t z and Anna Hamn 

arried _at Albany, October 13, 1883 

Byt Rev. A. Capser 

itnessee: icheal iller and Tracy iller 

. DEATH -RECORD BOOK s. PAGE 9 LINE 230 

Anna Piatz Born in ustria September 26, 1857 

Daughter of Joseph Handl 

Died August 7, 1926 

Age 68 years 10 months and 12 days 



Second interview to aff irm or correct information in biography 

compared to inf~rmation as listed in the legal records in the Stearns 

Qounty Court House.i 

ames of children of Charles Piatz shoul d read .John, Joseph , 

Ciara, Thresia , ary , Anna, Ida and agdalena. 

Name omitted in biogTaphy Ida , rs,. Jo ~eph eyer of aite Park. 

This list of names does not coincide with legal records , but 

verified by Charles Piatz to be correct . 

Date of marriage should read October 13 , 1883 , as listed in 

records in. the court house.1 

Re- interviewed: Charles Piatz 
. By :, ai ter H upt 
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