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Nir. Jlichol-as Bruch as born at St. Augus t a , Stearns County 

i nneso t on July 13, 1865. He was the son of Nichol a s and ary 

Br auch. · 

The subject of this sketch attended the t. ; endel in parochial 

school at Lux · burg. After complet ing the studies t this school, 

he attended the Ra,uk Centre Business . chool under the instruction 

of Father Coga,n for one year. 

Having fini ~hed his education r. Br auch returned to the home 

f ar m a t t. Au gu t to assi t his f ather with the work on the far. 

Mr. Brauch married Katie Grein, daughter of Harr y and 1-ary Grein 

of Ka.in Prairie. atie w s born April 14, 1867. She a ttended school 

for five years at Rockeville and iaaine Pr airie. Father Paul of the 

St. Wendelin chuxch officiated at t heir marriage i n 1893. r. 

Nicholas Brauch and his bride st rted farming i n M,a.ine Prairie 

Township. During the first year they spent on the f axm there was 

a terri f ic torn do which com~letely demolished numerous farm buildi gs , 

and the churchs at earl L ke and Cold. Spring. 

In 1895 Mr. and Mrs. Brauch mo ved to St. Clou. At this time 

they st~rt ed in business operating the Grand Union Ho tel which was 

located on the west corner of sixth avenue north and first street. 

At that time the _ cCormick Harve s ter a.nd achine Company was 

located across t he street from the Hotel. The Star Livery Stable 

operated by Ben Fearing as also across the street. The Farmers 

·arket was loc ated immediately back of the Hotel. 

Mrs. Bra.uch stated at t h e inte r view, "Business was very good 

in those years. r. · esterman, salesman for the cCormick Harvester 

and ffachine Company, went out to the farms in the surrounding 

territory and sold f arm i mplements. Due to the lack of daily 
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transportation from St. Paul to St . Cloud this fa.rm machinery 

would arrive all in one: days shipment. Mr . Westerman would always 

notify us at the hotel ahead of the ·time the machinery would arrive: 

so we could prepare for the la .. rge number of farmers that would com~· 

to stay at the hotel until they could claim their Jl"espeoti ve purchase-a. 

Due to the lack of stable space there would be teams of horees 

three and four lanes wide from the Great Northern tra,oks to St. Germain· 

Street. When these busy daye were ovex I was usually so tired that 

I could hardly move my arms. The farmers believed in liquid refresh­

ments and eating in those days; I helieve the automobile has taken 

away the glory of the horse and buggy days." 

In 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Brauch left the hotel business and moved 

to North St. Cloud. The ne~t year they purchased the Boyd property 

located at first street and third avenue South . Ther~were five 

brick houses standing around the edge of this property, and in 1906 

they erected a frame.house in the center of this lot. Fire drove 

them from their home in 1910, and the reconstruction of the entire 

interior was necessary before they could move in. 

They have resided at t h is location ever since, and have been 

respected landlords of their renters in the other five houses. 

Mr. and· Mrs. Nicholas Brauch have five children, Ethel, Harold, 

Valeria, Mrs. Gust Parent, and- Mrs. Joseph Gans. They Have eight 

grandchildren. 

Interviewed Mr. a.nd Mrs. 
Nicholas 

Brauch 
~pril 30, 1936 

by Kr. Dean Nelson 
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FOR THE NICHOL AS BRAUCH BIOGRAPHY ( Con 1 t) 

Witnesses: Margare t Br auch and J ohn l'i . Libert 
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