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BLENmER, JOH File No . 

John Blenker was born on April 17 , 1 873 in Oak township , 

Stearns County , on a · fa.rm four and one half miles west of Albany. 

John Blenker is the son of Herman and Katherine (Balloch) 

Blenker , pioneers of Oak township. 

Herman Blenker was born in Westphailia , Germany on October 25 , 

1833. In the year 1861 , at the age of 28 , Herman came to America and 

immedia tely came west to "cGrego r, Io a , where he spent five years 

working for farmers there . Having learned the Americ an way of f arming 

there and now interested in farming for himself , he- c::ame to innesota 

and filed on a homestead in Oak to nship . This was in the year 1866. 

On October 13 , 1869 , Herman Blenker was united in marriage to 

K t herine Balloch. Kathe r ine was born in osta , Austria on 1 rch 27 , 

1849 and c ame to America with her parents in 1860. 

Herman and Katherine (Balloch) Blenker are the parents of 

eigh t children: Gertrude , Anna , John , Hernnan, Frank , ary , Henry and 

El i zabeth . 

Gertrude died in infancy. 

Anna , married A. J . Schwinghammer, both no• dece sed. They 

had h ree children. 

Her man. died ovemb er 21 , 1907 . He married Mathilda Shulte , both 

now deceased. They also have three ch i ldren. 

·ary is rs . Robert J. Sperl of lbany. Th ey have five daughters. 

Elizabeth lives wi t h her sister rs . Robert Sperl . 

Frank died arch 11, 1935. He was married to Mary Hiltner. 

Henry married thilda Thielman and they have four children; 

one died in infancy . 



BLENKER, JOHN Page 2 

John Blenker spent hi boyhood days t home, helping h i s 

fat her clea r the l and. "It was a grub axe f rom morning until night 11 

John r emar ked during the int erview . About the only good times e h ad 

were on t he 4th of July , when the neighbors would get to gether at a 

lake and drink beer . 11 

11 y schooling was also sadly neglected. I a t tended one term 

of six months , but during that term I was required to stay home over 

half o f the t i me to help my father on the f a r m. The school a s conduc t ed 

in a small room in a ur iva te f a rm house . Since the r oom was so small 

we had to beh ave bec ause t h e t eacher was h a.rdly ever out of reaching 

dist nee from any of us . "The teacher was Dina Be r man ( no Mrs. John 

Hoeschen) and the district school was numb er 33. " 

John Blenker was at home until the age of 26 when h e as united 

i n marriage to nni e Notch, daughter of Lawrence No tch of Albany , on 

October 1 2 , 1897 . · Fa t her Conrad performed the ceremony. 

Immediately after their mar riage John Blenker bought a. farm , 

four and one h alf mi l es southwest of Albany, where he has re s ided ever 

since . 

bout 1928 he went into the i mplement business at Albany, which 

he manages and the f a rm is operated by his sons. 

achinery is cheap today compared to years ago, 11 r . Blenker 

rem rked, 11 I remember the time I paid 360. 00 fo+ a harvester which at 
that 

t ime wasn't built nearly as go od as t he present h a rvester . The 

reason tha t the first power sickles were so high priced was bec ause 

there were no foundrys in the St ates a.nd so the gea r s h d to be i mported 

from Engl and. 11 
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BLENKER , JOHN Page 3 

John Blenker was assessor of the t o n of Albany for thirteen 

years . He also was on the school board of district 179 for fifteen years . 

John and Annie ( otch) Blenker a.re the parents of six chil dren : 

ary and Rose , teaching school . John, ike , George , and Veronica all 

at home . 

Interviewed: 
Date: 
By : 

John Blenker 
Apr il l .t 1937 
Waiter .lj • Haupt 

Publication Granted 

,, 



BLE rKER , JOHN (ADDITION TO BIOGRAPHY) 

After John Blenker's mar riage to Anna otch, he purchased 

the fa.rm which was the homestead of hi s father-in-law, Lawrence No tch. 

The tiuildings on this farm were all made of logs. The old home of 

logs is still kept in good repa ir. 

Anna Notch was born in Albany, Stearns County, innesota on 

February 7, 1880. Her parents were Lawrence and Kundegenda 

(Pfannenstein) Notch, t he father las from Krain, Austria , and the 

mother f rom Beier, Austria. Anna had two sisters, Margaretta who 

is Mrs. Joseph Juenemann Senior of C1ear Lake, Minnesota. and Mary who 

was rs. Mice Pitzel of Humboldt, Sask, Canada. Mary died on April 

4 ' 1928.
1 

Kundegenda (Pfannenstein) Not ch died in 1909 after an illness 

of 18 months. Anna (Notch) Blenker thinks that those 18 months during 

her mother's illness were the hardest months spent of all her life , 

for at times the c a.re of her mother meant days and nights withoonly a 

few minutes rest. Anna cl a i ms it is harder to care for the sick than 

it is to till t he soil, she and her two sisters had to till the soil 

so she knows. Even today rs. Anna Blenker enjoys wo rking with the soil 

and wo rking in her big garden is her favorite past time. She also 

spends a lot of her time doing fancy work and crocheting which she 

sends to the various Missions. 

By: Waiter B. Haupt 
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TAKE FRO THE CENSUS REC ORDS OF 1 860 

Enumerated on June 16 , 1860 -- By- c . Gr andelmeyer 

Post Of f ic e--Clinton 

Page No. 38 

Notch, Lawrence 

Sex 

Occupation 

Born 

Notch, Apolonia 

Sex 

Born 

Notch, Joseph 

Sex 

Occupat ion 

Born 

Page 39--June 17 , 1860 

Notch , nna 

Sex 

Occupat ion 

Born 

Notch, Terasa 

Sex 

Occupation 

Born 

• 

Age 6 5 

ale 

Farmer 

Austria 

Age 56 

Female 

Austr ia 

Age 23 

ale 

Far m-Labor.er 

Aus tria 

Age 18 

Female 

Laborer 

ustria 

Age 16 

Female 

Laborer 

Aust ria 
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EC J D, BOOT c , PG 3 

H r man Blenker an Catherine lalle 
arrie at ew unich , ct ; 3 , 1869 

By everen nschar rauendorfer 
itnesses : Henry upper and E iz beth Unlengo t 

E ORD , BOO ~, GE 527 

r shall 

lois J . Sch in hammer and nna Blenker 
arried at ew 'unich , ug. 28 , 1 89 4 

By : Reverend Timothy Vaith , . S. B. 
i tnes ses : John B enker nd ag alen 

ete r ohnring ammer an nne -ieringart en 

EC RD , BOO , P GE 73 

J hn lenker and A.,11 !~ot sch 
arried at lbany , Oct . 12 , 1897 

By: everend Conr~d Blat zmaier , .. B. 
· i tnesses : ary otsch and ary Bl enke r 

I G RE ORD , BOOK , P ~E , 8487 

Fran Blen er and ry Hi tner 
arr ied at ew 'uni ch , ct . 29 , 19 1 

By: . everend Leo . ... in er , B. 
' i tnesses : Boniface iltner an a r Benker 

CORD , BOOK T , P E 10388 

Jo n Robert 
arried at 

By : Rev • 
itnesse : 

pr an ary Blenker 
bany , "iov. 2 , 1907 

• Eugene 7o er ehoff , o. 
enry • Benker and 

GE 11929 

Henry enker an athokda hiel an 
arried at t . Cloud , ! y 1 , 1912 
y Rev. Leo ans 

• B . 
ice perl 

· itnesse s : Henry J. T ielman and El izabeth enker 

DE TH CORD , BO 2 , a ge 20 , ine 477 

Frank Blenker born in . i nneoota , ct . ·· 24 , 1 878 
on of Herman Blenker an ath Ball 
ied arch 11 , 193 
ge 56 years , 4 11onths , ], 7 days 
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B3IRTH REC RS 

DA ~ OF BI R H 

August 1 2 ,, 1870 
pril 19 1 874 
c tober ~4 , 1878 . 

October · 27 1880 
ay 1 5 , 18 3 

J uly 29 , 1887 
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PLAO 

Town of 
Town of 
Town of 

own of 
Town of 
Town of 

ak 
Oak 

ak 
ak 
ak 
ak 
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23 
159 
323 
411 
559 
88 
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Herman 
Her man 
Her man 
Her man 
Herman 
Her man 

ll.:_ 

39 
~ 

30 
9 
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1 

GE 
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