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BANNED PENGUINS

Assistant Professor Gil Seinfeld reads
from the children’s book And Tango Makes
Three (Simon and Schuster Children’s
Books, 2005) during the Michigan Law
ACLU student chapter’s Banned Books
Week Read Out earlier this fall. The
American Library Association, which
named And Tango Makes Three a Notable
Children’s Book in 2006, also lists it as
“the most challenged book of 2006.”
Written by Justin Richardson and
Peter Parnell and illustrated by Henry
Cole, the 46-page book tells the true
story of two male chinstrap penguins at
New York City’s Central Park Zoo that
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brood and hatch a penguin egg given to
them by zookeepers who took it from a
mixed-sex pair of penguins that had two
eggs but previously only had been able to
hatch one. The annual Read Out presents
faculty members reading from books
that have been challenged by parents,
organizations, or others and/or banned
by libraries or schools.

Other faculty members who read
during the program and the books they
read from included: Assistant Dean
for Student Affairs David Baum, ’89
(To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee);
Visiting Professor from Cardozo Law
School Susan Crawford (Lord of the

Flies, by William Golding); Assistant
Professor Nico Howson (Lolita, by
Vladimir Nabokov); Professor Jessica
Litman (A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine
L’Engle); Assistant Professor J.]J.
Prescott (I knowWhy the Caged Bird Sings,
by Maya Angelou); Assistant Dean for
Admissions Sarah C. Zearfoss, ’92 (The
Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood);
and Professor Scott J. Shapiro (Ulysses,
by James Joyce). Ulysses has not been
banned in the United States, but

has faced censorship in many other

countries, according to Shapiro.
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