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OPEN EDUCATION WEEK
Tennessee's Textbook Affordability Task Force welcomes you to 

Introduction to 
Open Educational Resources

Presenters
Ashley Sergiadis, Digital Scholarship Librarian, East Tennessee State University
Philip Smith, Teaching and Learning Specialist, East Tennessee State University

Moderator
Nancy KingSanders, Austin Peay State University



JOIN US
Upcoming Programming 

Tuesday, March 2 12:30 PM EST/ 11:30 AM CST
Tennessee State Universities Panel: Infusing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion into Open Educational Resources

Tuesday, March 2 2:30 PM EST/ 1:30 PM CST
Adapting Open Textbooks for Tennessee Pre-Service Teachers

Wednesday, March 3 9:00 AM EST / 8:00 AM CST
A Team Approach to Open Pedagogy through High Impact Practices and Experiential Learning

Wednesday, March 3 11:00 AM EST / 10:00 CST
MERLOT Higher Education OER Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) and OER SkillsCommons Workforce Resources

Thursday March 4 11:30 - 1:30 EST/ 10:30 - 12:30 CST
Tennessee Community College Open Educational Resources Projects Panel

Friday March 5 2:00 EST/ 1:00 CST
Using Data-Informed Approaches to Textbook Affordability and Open Educational Resources



Define the problem.

Suggest solutions.

See some examples.

Explore next steps.

AGENDA



College is Exclusive

THE PROBLEM

College is Expensive



The U.S. Department of Education projected that 
the cost would keep

2.4 million
low and moderate-income college-qualified high 
school graduates from completing college in the 
previous decade.

The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance http://fi les.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED529499.pdf



Tuition and Fees

Room and Board

Books and Supplies

Personal Expenses

Transportation

Here is how College Board 
breaks it down for students:



What can we do?

Tuition and Fees

Room and Board

Books and Supplies

Personal Expenses

Transportation



The cost of textbooks have 
outpaced inflation at a rate 
rivaling the cost of hospital 
services.



Student Spending on 
Course Materials Survey:

Going Up or Down?



Going Down!

41% drop since 2007-08

Last year: $50 per course

This year: $47 per course

Student Spending On Course 
Materials

According to the Student Watch: Attitudes And Behaviors Toward Course Materials: 2020 Report

https://www.nacs.org/student-spending-on-course-materials-continues-to-decline


2018 Florida Virtual Campus Textbook and 
Course Materials Survey

Infographic from FLVC Office of Distance 
Learning & Student Services (download 
infographic here) Full report available at 
dlss.flvc.org

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/Infographic+-+2018+Student+Textbook+Survey.pdf/28104939-0f6b-3b07-e9c3-d8062cda7758


In general, how often do you purchase the 
required texts for the courses you take?

Never (10, 4.0%)
Rarely (35, 14.0%)
About Half the Time (50, 20.0%)
Often (83, 33.2%)
Always (72, 28.8%)

Source: Survey of Students, Fall 2019, ETSU OER Awards, not 
yet published



Tennessee CC Student Survey Results

Infographic adapted from Spica (2020). 2019 Tennessee Community College Student Course Materials Survey.
Full report available at perc.utk.edu. CC-BY 4.0.



How much do you typically spend on texts each 
semester?

Never (10, 4.0%)
Rarely (35, 14.0%)
About Half the Time (50, 20.0%)
Often (83, 33.2%)
Always (72, 28.8%)

Source: Survey of Students, Fall 2019, ETSU OER Awards, 
not yet published



Tennessee CC Student Survey

Infographic adapted from Spica (2020). 2019 Tennessee Community College Student Course Materials Survey. Full report 
available at perc.utk.edu. CC-BY 4.0.



What do our students say?









OPEN EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES

THE SOLUTION



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and 
research materials that are either (a) in the public domain or 
(b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and 
perpetual permission to engage in the 5R activities [retain, 
reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

creativecommons.org



OER are more than just 
textbooks.

• Ancillary Materials
• Podcasts
• Videos
• Activities/Labs
• Primary Sources
• And More!

“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the 
public domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage 
in the 5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“



retain

make and own copies

revise

adapt, modify, and improve
remix

combine two or more

reuse

use in a wide range of ways

redistribute

share with others

“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 
5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 
5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R 
activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 
5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 
5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads

Share Alike (SA) No Derivatives (ND)Attribution (BY) Non-Commercial (NC)



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research materials that are either (a) in the public 
domain or (b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 
5R activities [retain, reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads





“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and 
research materials that are either (a) in the public domain or 
(b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and 
perpetual permission to engage in the 5R activities [retain, 
reuse, revise, remix, redistribute].“

creativecommons.org



Adopt. Adapt. Create.

OER IN ACTION



ADOPTION

Assigning OER in your course without 
customizations to the resources

This image is from Yale Lecture 3. Rhythm: Fundamentals under a CC-BY 
License.

This image is from Anders' Anthology of 
Classical Piano Sheet Music under the 
Public Domain.

This image is from Understanding Music: Past and Present under a CC-
BY-SA License.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4echOq29d0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://archive.org/details/Andpiano/page/n5/mode/2up
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
https://ung.edu/university-press/books/understanding-music-past-and-present.php
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


ADOPTION

Assigning OER in your course without 
customizations to the resources



ADAPTATION

Assigning OER in your course with 
customizations to the resources

This image is from a textbook under a CC-BY License.

This image is from a textbook under a CC-
BY License.

This image is from a textbook under a CC-
BY License.

https://shareok.org/handle/11244/52244
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/5/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/4/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Content Customization



Format Customization

Websites & 
Textbooks

into 
PowerPoints



Contextualization



CREATION

Assigning OER in your course 
created by you



Brainstorm. Explore. Implement.

HOW TO GET STARTED



STEP 1: BRAINSTORM

Learning Outcomes?
Material Types?

Time Commitment?



STEP 2: EXPLORE



Check out your institution's (library) 
websites for OER guides



Creative Commons Directory lists where to find 
different types of OER...

https://bit.ly/cc-oer

✓ Courses

✓ Images/Videos/Audio

✓ And more!

✓ Textbooks

✓ Lectures & Tutorials

✓ Simulations and Animations



Search



YouTube Video Searches



OER Commons Education Search



Open Textbook Searches



Some things to consider....

• Quality

• Accessibility

• Copyright



adopt

adapt

create

STEP 3: IMPLEMENT



Share your 
adaptations & 

creations!

Reminder!



Implementing OER in 
your courses does not 
have to be a race to the 
finish line.



Questions? Thoughts? Experiences?

ASHLEY SERGIADIS, sergiadis@etsu.edu
PHILIP SMITH, smithpa@etsu.edu

Adapted from Open Education Network and THEC's Introduction to OER webinar. Except where otherwise 
noted, this work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

mailto:sergiadis@etsu.edu
mailto:smithpa@etsu.edu
https://research.cehd.umn.edu/otn/
https://www.tn.gov/thec/bureaus/academic-affairs-and-student-success/textbook.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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