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AM the son of the ages,

Defier of rack and stake ;
The storm that uproots and that rages
Can only bend me, not break,

[ am the swordless struggler
With man for man’s rebirth ;

I am Prometheus the smuggler
Of Heaven’s fire on earth.

I am the peddler who barters

And pays with life for faith ;

I am the son of martyrs

Who conquered life through death.

I am the Nations' riddle,

Homeless in thousand homes ;

When Romes are burning—my fiddle
Is playing the tune of new Romes.

I am the book whose pages

Are written in blood and in flame:
I am the son of the Ages

The Wandering Jew is my name.
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